CAYMAN ISLANDS GOVERNMENT

EXPENDITURE REQUESTS
TO FINANCE COMMITTEE

FOR THE APPROPRIATION
(FINANCIAL YEARS 2026 AND 2027) BILL, 2025

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2027



Official Finance Committee Report

Monday, 17 November, 2025 1

EXPENDITURE REQUESTS
TO FINANCE COMMITTEE WITH RESPECT TO
THE APPROPRIATION (FINANCIAL YEARS 2026 AND 2027) BILL, 2025

Verbatim transcript of the Standing Finance Committee meeting held Monday, 17" November 2025, at 10:42
a.m. in the Chamber of the House of Parliament; George Town, Grand Cayman.

Present:
Hon. André M. Ebanks, MP
Hon. Gary B. Rutty, MP

Hon. Katherine A. Ebanks-Wilks, MP

Hon. Johany S. Ebanks, JP, MP
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine, JP, MP

Hon. Nickolas T. A. DaCosta, JP, MP

Hon. Michael S. Myles, MP
Hon. G. Wayne Panton, JP, MP

Hon. Rolston M. Anglin, JP - Chairman

Ms. Heather D. Bodden, OCI, Cert. Hon., JP, MP

Mrs. Julie J.T. Hunter, JP, MP
Hon. Joseph X. Hew, MP
Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, JP, MP

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, MP
Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly, JP, MP

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart, JP, MP
Mr. A. Roy Tatum, Cert. Hon., MP
Mr. Christopher S. Saunders, MP

In attendance:
Economic Development

Mr. Kenneth Jefferson, Financial Secretary & Chief Officer, Ministry of Finance &

Ms. Anne Owens, Senior Assistant Financial Secretary, Ministry of Finance & Economic

Development

Mr. Matthew Tibbetts, Accountant General, Ministry of Finance & Economic Development

Apologies:

Witnesses:

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour, CCI, JP, MP

Hon. Samuel Bulgin, Attorney General, Portfolio of Legal Affairs

Ms. Nyasha Reid, Senior Manager, Children and Youth Services Foundation

Procedural Clerk: Mrs. Twila Escalante

[Hon. Rolston M. Anglin, Chairman, presiding]

The Chairman: Honourable members, we are recom-
mencing Finance Committee to consider the Appropri-
ation (Financial Years 2026 and 2027) Bill, 2025, and
continue taking witnesses for the Bill, but before start-
ing, | would call on the Honourable Premier to open us
in prayer.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks, Minister for Fi-
nancial Services & Commerce, Elected Member for
West Bay South: Good morning and thank you, Mr.
Chair. Colleagues, let us bow our heads and open our
hearts.

We pray dear Lord as we start this working
week that you guide us to continue to deliberate in this
honourable House under the auspice of Finance Com-
mittee to review with prudence, collaboration and intel-
ligence all for the betterment of this country that we hold
dear. We ask dear Lord that we send thoughts and
prayers to those who have lost members of their family
in recent days. In this case, this morning, we
acknowledge the loss of Ms. Frieda Blake from West
Bay. One of her daughters is on the Financial Secre-
tary’s staff in Treasury, Ms. Asenath Blake. We pray
dear Lord over the family, we extend sincere sympa-
thies and that reminds us dear Lord that life is precious
and we must look after each other.
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In that spirit, let us colleagues say the Lord’s
Prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Chairman: Please be seated.

Colleagues, | hope that you and your families
had a restful and productive weekend. As we were on
Friday, having not dealt with two of the items on the
agenda that we had distributed to all honourable mem-
bers, we will lead off with the Ministry of Financial Ser-
vices and Commerce. The Honourable Premier has
distributed a statement and a working document by ap-
propriation group with detailed information for the ben-
efit of members. At this point, | would call on the Hon-
ourable Premier to open us with a short statement to
outline the outputs that we will be considering in this
Ministry.

STATEMENT ON APPROPRIATIONS TO THE
MINISTER FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES
AND COMMERCE

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair and through you. Per the arrangements that we
have agreed with the Opposition, each Minister will give
a short opening statement of the overarching vision
over the next two years and | have advised each of the
Ministers that follow behind me to do the same with
each of their Ministries. Also, as you indicated, before
members is a table that outlines each appropriation
with details, including a row that sets out the variance
between 2025 and 2026/2027.

With that Mr. Chair, | will read [my] opening
statement which should now be in the hands of all
members. The Ministry of Financial Services and Com-
merce (MFSC) remains steadfast in its commitment to
supporting and enabling the Cayman Islands being “a
globally recognised international financial services
centre of excellence.”

This statement is not just about maintaining
and continuing to bolster our reputation on the world
stage; it is about ensuring that our economy remains
strong and resilient for the benefit of every Caymanian,
directly or indirectly.

Thus it is worth pausing to recognise just how
central financial services are to our economic and fiscal
stability.

The financial services industry is the single
largest contributor to our national income and one of
the most important sources of stable government reve-
nue. It helps to pay for our schools, healthcare, polic-

ing, social programmes, roads and other critical infra-
structure. When the global environment becomes more
uncertain, the strength of this sector is one of the rea-
sons Cayman has been able to avoid the more severe
fiscal pressures seen elsewhere.

The sector’s impact is not confined to balance
sheets. Financial services directly and indirectly sup-
port thousands of jobs across the Islands, and they are
a major driver of high-skill, high-wage employment for
Caymanians. The industry is also one of the largest em-
ployers of women and a significant source of profes-
sional opportunities for young Caymanians returning
from study overseas.

The effects ripple across the domestic econ-
omy. Financial services activities sustain demand for
legal, accounting, technology, compliance, marketing,
IT, human resources and hospitality services. Our sta-
tus as a leading international financial centre supports
a broad ecosystem of professional services, and that
ecosystem, in turn, supports local entrepreneurship as
well as medium to small businesses.

In short, when financial services are strong and
well-regulated, the whole country benefits. Protecting
and modernising this sector is not a niche concern of
industry; it is a core public-interest priority.

The 2026-2027 budget for the Ministry of Fi-
nancial Services and Commerce is designed to
strengthen our position and to address the risks ahead.

First, through our core policy and legislative
units, we will continue to strengthen the regulatory
framework for financial services, commerce, aviation
and maritime affairs, and intellectual property. This in-
cludes work on beneficial ownership transparency, tax
cooperation, and alignment with international stand-
ards on anti-money laundering, counter-terrorist financ-
ing and proliferation financing. The objective is clear: to
keep Cayman off adverse lists, to minimise the risk of
sanctions or market access restrictions, and to pre-
serve our reputation as a high-quality, compliant finan-
cial centre.

Second, we are investing in data, technology,
and business process modernisation across the Minis-
try. These investments will support the transition to out-
comes-based budgeting by improving our ability to
track performance, monitor risk, and report meaning-
fully to Parliament and the public. These investments
and innovations will also make it easier for businesses
and individuals to interact with our agencies, reducing
delays and improving service quality.

Third, this budget continues and expands sup-
port for small and medium-sized enterprises, entrepre-
neurial development and export readiness. Through
agencies such as the Cayman Islands Centre for Busi-
ness Development, we will help local businesses ac-
cess advisory services, training, and programmes that
support innovation and growth. This is an essential
complement to our international financial services
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work: a strong offshore sector must sit alongside a vi-
brant domestic economy that offers real opportunities
for Caymanians.

Fourth, we will deepen our work on illicit fi-
nance and financial crime risk. The new Office for Stra-
tegic Action on lllicit Finance (OSAIF) will continue to
coordinate national efforts in preparation for the next
round of FATF [Financial Action Task Force] assess-
ments, and to assist in building capacity across super-
visory and law-enforcement partners.

Housed within the Ministry, OSAIF consoli-
dates the country’s strategic leadership, interagency
coordination, and operational delivery in anti-money
laundering, counter-terrorist financing, and counter-
proliferation financing under one roof.

This is not only about satisfying international
examiners; it is about protecting Cayman’s economy
and society from the real harms associated with illicit
finance.

To focus briefly on preparation for the FATF 5t
Round:

1) OSAIF is conducting a gap analysis on our
current position against each FATF Stand-
ard, and it is working with each agency or
authority where they are doing their own
gap analysis.

2) From the gap analysis, OSAIF will develop
and track progress on action plans to meet
the relevant Standard where there is a gap.

3) OSAIF is working on technical require-
ments to update legislation where neces-
sary — including revisions to the AML (Anti-
money laundering) regulations.

4) OSAIF is also coordinating training across
agencies, the private sector, and monitor-
ing reports and mutual evaluation reports
(MERSs) coming out of other countries.

Finally, through our overseas offices and
stakeholder engagement programmes, we will maintain
an active external presence. This is particularly im-
portant in an era where international tax, trade and reg-
ulatory policies are evolving rapidly. Proactive engage-
ment helps to ensure that Cayman’s interests are un-
derstood and considered, rather than decided for us in
other capitals.

Broad Outcome 3 therefore drives the Govern-
ment’s efforts to build a diversified economy that sup-
ports prosperity and innovation across all sectors.

To be clear, the local financial services industry
is comprised of several strong sectors, for example,
funds, insurance, trusts and banking. Therefore, when
we say “build a diversified” it is in the sense that among
our core industries, we aim to expand the breadth of
sectors to seize opportunities in emerging areas that
are complementary—chiefly reinsurance, tech and
family offices.

For instance, reinsurance provides a signifi-
cant opportunity for the Cayman Islands. Due to our
highly regulated framework and our strong standing as

an investment funds global leader, there is a conver-
gence of insurance and asset management that the
Cayman Islands is in prime position to develop a solid
local reinsurance ecosystem that can create high-val-
ued private and public sector jobs, boost the country’s
reputation, increase government revenue, motivate
charitable contributions (such as towards scholar-
ships), and local access to greater insurance expertise,
which can assist with domestic challenges such as the
cost of home insurance.

The Ministry will therefore lead a robust initia-
tive to obtain Qualified Jurisdiction Status under the
US-based National Association of Insurance Commis-
sioners (NAIC).

Taken together, the MFSC budget reflects a
strategy to strengthen the foundations of the financial
services industry, expand to newer complementary
sectors, enhance access to financial services, and en-
courage innovation that supports local business growth
and entrepreneurship.

This budget is about more than just numbers—
it's about investing in the future of our people and busi-
nesses. By prioritising initiatives that improve service
delivery, foster entrepreneurship, and ensure a stable
business environment, we are taking concrete steps to
support the economic well-being of every Caymanian.
This budget serves as a roadmap for creating a
stronger, more inclusive economy.

The shift towards Outcomes-Based Budgeting
(OBB) is integral to this process. With OBB, we ensure
that our investments are not only aligned with national
priorities but also focused on achieving measurable im-
pacts. This approach moves us beyond traditional
budgeting and places a stronger emphasis on delivery
of results with enhanced transparency, accountability,
and value for money. It empowers us to directly link our
financial resources to tangible improvements in ser-
vices, infrastructure, and the opportunities available to
our people. Through this, we are building a more re-
sponsive and responsible government that works for all
stakeholders—public and private alike.

In moving forward with this budget, we are not
just preparing for the next fiscal year; we are laying the
groundwork for long-term, sustainable growth that ben-
efits every individual, family, and business in the Cay-
man Islands.

A high-level overview of each appropriation for
the Ministry shall be distributed, and has been distrib-
uted, to members which includes an explanatory note
for various budget variances between 2025 and
2026/2027.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Mr. Premier.
| recognise the Member for George Town Cen-
tral.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, Elected Member for George Town Central:
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | recognise that we are shy-
ing away a little bit from conventions in respect to the
Finance Committee process with the offering of state-
ments, but in alignment with the agreement amongst
members, as the Premier said, allow me a short oppor-
tunity to give a few words to the current process of Fi-
nance Committee.

Mr. Chairman, this Government has been sold
to the public on a mandate of honesty and transpar-
ency. The Premier has previously and repeatedly
stated that they want to be held accountable yet the
commitment made to this House and to this country to
hear full, detailed policy exposure from every Minister
during the pivotal budget debate was strategically
avoided. The Premier not only managed the clock, he
allowed the premature shutdown of the budget debate
itself. This is a clear manoeuvre to evade scrutiny and
subvert the established parliamentary conventions of
this Parliament.

The Chairman: Member, this is not a response to the
Premier, this is a reopening of a debate in the House.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: No sir.

The Chairman: There is no requirement for any mem-
ber to debate during any debate. The budget debate
was delivered by me and every other person then has
the opportunity as to whether they contribute, and as
you know, Ministers have many avenues to elucidate
on [regarding] what their particular Ministries are going
to do.

What we agreed was that you were going to
give a quick reply to the statement made by the Prem-
ier. This is getting back to Parliament and what was dis-
cussed in Parliament. We're now in Committee.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, the details in this line item
have to do with the budget debate so it is therefore un-
avoidable for the debate process on the budget to be
mentioned.

Now, Mr. Chairman, as we discussed earlier,
you are the authority to this Committee and | cannot
challenge your ruling, but if | am not allowed as we
agreed—

The Chairman: | simply want you to contribute your re-
sponse to the Premier’s vision for financial services.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, if [it is] more appropriate for
me to then file the Motion of a debate under CBO 1, I'm
happy to take that step, whereby the Standing Orders
allow the privilege of each Member of this House to for-
mally open and have an opportunity to respond. Now, |
know we're in uncharted waters because we've already

started to go against convention due to the govern-
ment's lack of detail on their portfolios, [which is] why
we're having Ministers open with a statement now. Be-
fore the opening | discussed with you the opportunity to
respond as to the concerns of that— | was reading and
| was interrupted. If you're ruling as Chair for this Fi-
nance Committee against the standing principles of
convention and Erskine May and our Standing Orders,
| have no other way than to accept and then formally
use the privileges awarded to me under the Standing
Orders to file a debate under CBO 1.

| am at your mercy, Mr. Chairman, | would like
to proceed. Thank you.

The Premier did not just manage the clock, he
allowed the premature shutdown of the budget debate
itself. This is a clear manoeuvre to evade scrutiny and
subvert established parliamentary conventions. The
failure runs deep, Mr. Chairman. The Government also
strategically allowed each one of their Ministers to
evade presenting the vision for their portfolios during
the Strategic Policy Statement (SPS) debate, ensuring
that the good people of this country would not hear the
specifics of their plans. This, after waiting half a year to
hear those plans, Mr. Chairman. It should be high-
lighted though that even when the Government
amended the law for the timeframe for the SPS to be
extended, the Government still did not give the full de-
tails.

Consequently, the country is left entirely in the
dark with no clear understanding of the direction of the
next fiscal cycle. Thus far, Mr. Chairman, if it wasn't for
the detailed line of questioning in this Finance Commit-
tee by the Opposition, the country would not know most
of what it knows now. Take Water Authority, for exam-
ple — nowhere and at no time did the Minister or the
Premier say that it intended to increase the cost of the
most important thing to human life; water.

Mr. Chairman, the idea presented to this Par-
liament that the good people of this country should read
a 1,500 page budget and strategic documents in order
to know where the NCFC [National Coalition for Cay-
manians] Government will be taking this country is an
outright insult. The members of this Government know
full well that the citizens of this country are too busy
trying to keep their heads above water than to go
through such a painstaking exercise; and Mr. Chair-
man, even if they did, most members of the public will
not have the technical know-how to translate or inter-
pret what it means to the everyday outcomes in their
lives.

Mr. Chairman, we in the Opposition are starting
to understand the truth and the hidden motive behind
this deceitful manoeuvre — the Government's apparent
fear of transparency and secrecy regarding the imple-
mentation of a massive list of new and additional taxes
and fees, much of which was not detailed before we
came to Finance Committee, but merely outlined with
little specifics. The purpose of shutting down the debate

Parliament of the Cayman Islands



Official Finance Committee Report

Monday, 17 November, 2025 5

was to hide the truth from the people because they
were actively trying to persuade the public that these
taxes would not directly affect them. The very little de-
tail offered was designed to manage public perception,
knowing full well that the complete disclosure would ex-
pose their deceit and lead to a disparaging Opposition
rebuttal.

It's an absurd idea, Mr. Chairman that the list
of taxes and fees that are only now being detailed in
Finance Committee would not be passed on to the av-
erage consumer. That is blatantly untrue. It was only
during the rigorous Finance Committee process,
through persistent and strategic questioning by the Op-
position that we are able to pull out the fact that the
Government will be increasing the cost of living through
the various new and increased fees across the country;
and we have only examined three Ministers thus far.

Crucially, Mr. Chairman, these taxes and fees
were not even calculated in the official economic and
statistics outlined in the budget and the SPS forecast.
What happened to the commitment of an evidence-
driven approach or fiscal responsibility? The Govern-
ment's own forecasts outlined a 2.3 per cent inflation
rate, but by introducing these uncalculated fees they
are knowingly acting in a way that will increase the na-
tional inflation rate and further escalate the already
crushing cost of living for the people of the Cayman Is-
lands. Can you imagine this, after saying that their num-
ber one big ticket item for the Government was lower-
ing the cost of living? Really?

Well, Mr. Chairman, this Government’s strate-
gic deceit is magnified by its direct attack on the hardest
working citizens. While they are actively pushing new
taxes and fees that would inevitably spike inflation and
increase the cost of living for everyone, they have sim-
ultaneously declared that there will be no cost of living
for our dedicated civil servants. While we anticipate that
the private sector may offer some adjustments — luck-
ily, for them — the Government is failing their own
workforce. They are manufacturing inflation with one
hand and with the other, they are handing their employ-
ees a pay cut in real terms. This is not just poor plan-
ning, Mr. Chairman, it is a betrayal of the very public
servants responsible for running the government that
they hide behind.

Mr. Chairman, by shutting down the debate
and withholding these details, the Premier ensured that
the Ministers were never forced to publicly detail what
they were going to do with the billions of dollars that
were allocated to them and the painful, increased finan-
cial burdens being placed on our citizens to cover those
budgets; but the reckless political games go deeper
than just secrecy. These proposed taxes and fees are
not just going to inflict pain, they are being relied upon
to balance this entire budget and meet revenue projec-
tions for the next year and the year after.

Serious questions have been raised regarding
the feasibility and legality of some of these large reve-

nue measures. Given the Government is already pro-
jecting such a small margin of surplus in 2026 and
2027, what happens if they cannot legally implement
some of these specific taxes and fees? The Premier's
silence leaves us facing a very real possibility of a po-
tential deficit, and if this deficit occurs, my next question
answers itself: Will this Government’s only solution be
to inflict more taxes on the people of this country?

The Premier's actions are totally opposite from
the honesty and transparency he promised that we
would see from his Government.

Mr. Chairman, | asked the Premier directly:
Why did you tell the country that your Ministers would
explain in full detail what they are doing and then delib-
erately ensure that they never got a chance to do so?
Since the Premier has full authority over his Cabinet,
his failure to deliver on this promise gives a stark indi-
cation to this House and to the country; either he is
complicit in the secrecy or he has lost the power to con-
trol his own Cabinet Ministers.

Either way, Mr. Chair, it's quite concerning. The
Premier must explain to this honourable House why the
country has been denied clear explanations of what
they will be doing with the people's $2.5 billion budget.
This is not a political game. This statement is an act of
holding them accountable Mr. Chair, exactly what the
Premier claimed he wanted.

The Premier committed to “a ‘Deliver or Ex-
plain’ framework...” Well, you and most of your Min-
isters never delivered the details and now it's time for
you to explain; explain the deception; explain this be-
trayal of trust; and finally respond to the challenge and
provide the accountability that the people are asking
for, deserve and that you promised.

Thank you for the opportunity, Mr. Chairman,
to add those remarks. | don't think I'll have to respond
to any other statements moving forward but it had to be
said.

The Chairman: Members, before | open the specific
output groups of the Ministry for Financial Services, |
think we ought to remember that in a debate any and
everything can be said with much bluster and blunder—
and | do mean blunder, not thunder. For the listening
public and perhaps for some members, our system is
designed that the scrutiny of this entire budget happens
in Finance Committee; it does not happen in a budget
debate, for any and everything can be said in a debate.
It is just during this process that we go output group by
output group, so that members ask the specific ques-
tions and it is done publicly so that the public gets the
explanation of its budget.

We're at this stage and no member under my
chairmanship has had any right curtailed. In fact, some
may say | have been a little too lenient with the length
of time that some of the budgets have been scrutinised.
However, | would rather that scrutiny than to say that |
shut any members down. We are now in the midst of
Finance Committee and this is the opportunity for all
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members to be able to elucidate to the public, via this
Committee, precisely what is being approved because
this is the people's budget. Thus, Ministers are able to
ensure that the public at this point understands what
we are questioning versus the public trying to recall
what was said last week during, often, a 90 to 120-mi-
nute debate, which, in my opinion, offered little to no
assistance to the public. | dare say, the way | left this
Parliament 12 years ago where Ministers opened every
time and gave a short presentation to their ministries is
the better way, however, history will have to test us.

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE MINISTER FOR
FINANCIAL SERVICES AND COMMERCE

FSC 20 - Framework for the Functioning of the Fi-
nancial Services Industry

The Chairman: | now ask, are there any questions on
FSC 20 - Framework for the Functioning of the Finan-
cial Services Industry; $9,398,399 for 2026 and
$10,181,302 for 20277

Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition,
Elected Member for George Town North: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, | wonder if this would be the
right line item to ask the Premier to provide us with an
update on the overseas offices.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Not specifically,
but I'll take the question now.

The overseas offices continue. We have a ma-
jor presence in Singapore which covers Asia; so it's lo-
cated in Singapore, but it covers Asia. Brussels is cov-
ered from the London office, as the representative to
the EU works out of the London office and transfers
back and forth, which offers us a cost saving in addition
to having both locations covered because the London
office is always there. In terms of the United States of-
fice, we do have a presence there. A rep is still to be
hired, but we have constant engagement with the US
via either myself on trips or through stakeholder en-
gagement through Cayman Finance.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
continuing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Are the Brussels, London and [Singapore] of-
fices fully staffed?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes.
The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Can the Honourable Minister give us an over-
view of what consultation was done with the financial
services industries with the new proposed increase in
fees?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It depends on
which fee because there are different multiple groups
within financial services. For example, take the in-
crease in Class A bank licence fees that was done via
CIBA, the [Cayman Islands] Bankers’ Association; so it
depends on which fee, because there are different sub-
sectors.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Through you, Mr. Chairman. | want to know
if you consulted with all the sectors within the fee struc-
ture that would fall in your remit, whether it be banking,
financial services, lawyers, accountants. | am trying to
confirm that the industry is fully aware and accepting of
these fees or has there been any concerns. They could
have concerns and say no, we don't like it, but if the
Government is just saying they have heard that, but
we're still pushing forward... I'm trying to understand
how we got to the place of agreement with this.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair,
through you. | understand the question now. In an over-
all sense, there has been consultation on the fees.
Some consultations are still ongoing; for example, the
accountants in terms of the brackets to make sure that
they're set right and you're motivating the right behav-
iours. Overall, each of the subsectors has had consul-
tation. What often then occurs is once it goes industry-
wide, meaning everybody outside of associations be-
cause not everybody's on each association's council,
you may get additional feedback; but overall there has
been consultation.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman.

Minister, do you have any concerns that there
may be negative effects from the increase in these fees
on the industry in any way?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | don't have
overall concerns, particularly because, as | said, for a
few categories we are still ironing a few things out. I'm
relatively confident that we will get to a position where:
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1. There will be fees that will be palatable to
the industry; and

2. [Those fees] would not be passed on to
the consumer.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. Last follow up in this area.

If you find a situation where, after your com-
pleted consultation period with the relevant stakehold-
ers, they are not happy or feel that there may be a neg-
ative impact if you do increase the fees, what would that
mean then to the budget forecasting? Obviously these
listed fees are being used to balance the budget pro-
jections. Have you given any thought to that?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | always give
thought to that and as | said before, I'm relatively confi-
dent it will be fine but there are also a couple of other
measures that | have in mind that I'm also exploring in
the event that there needs to be an additional amount
to cover a gap.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. Can you give a list of those other
measures that you have in mind?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: As we have
been transparent, they go back to the area of banking
that we discussed in this honourable House in terms of
our rate of foreign exchange. There are other things
that have not been tested which I'm still going to con-
tinue to work on even if this balances to try to improve
the situation in 2026 and 2027.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Is the foreign exchange the only area of con-
sideration?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No, there are
others. We spoke about reinsurance, so if we continue
to march down that road, the Class Bs are the captive
insurance, the Class Ds, and a particularly new class
could come online in 2026, so there are other areas.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for Red Bay, Mr. Roy Tatum,

Mr. A. Roy Tatum, Elected Member for Red Bay:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just one comment and then
a question, Mr. Chair.

It seems to me that there are a number of areas
where there are question marks around revenue
measures, so I'm really hoping by the end of Finance
Committee we're a bit more certain about some of
these.

My question is going back to the overseas of-
fices. The Premier might recall a number of years ago

when overseas offices, especially in Europe, were be-
ing discussed, the financial services and business sec-
tors that were involved in a meeting — | do believe he
was there as well. The strong feeling and thinking was
that we need to have a presence on the ground in Brus-
sels, so I'm just wondering how satisfied we are that
this arrangement is actually working? Would we not be
better off doing what other territories have done, where
they have an office in London but they also have some-
one on the ground in Brussels to maintain the relation-
ship on a daily basis and to build those strong ties? I'm
looking to see what your thoughts are about actually
moving to the point where we have someone on the
ground and how [well] the arrangement is working now.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you.
Through you Mr. Chair. Good question. From our per-
spective, the arrangement is working just fine. Since
post Brexit, the UK is no longer part of the EU [Euro-
pean Union] that makes arrangements to create an of-
fice more difficult and expensive. In addition to that, we
have found that it's not wholly necessary. The primary
business stakeholders are actually in London. That's
where you get the concerns and the questions about
the future. The rep can then travel easily on a two hour
train ride to Brussels to meet with any stakeholders in
the event there are any pertinent questions.

However, in my experience, what matters most
to the individual high-level stakeholders in the EU is
that they see the Minister, not a representative. They
know that the representative is only carrying out in-
structions as a civil servant. This is why you will see me
sometimes get criticised for traveling, but what matters
most to those stakeholders is that they sit in front of the
policymaker to understand the direction of travel —
from that standpoint, I'm very comfortable.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Premier, you will never hear a complaint
from me about your traveling, sir. | well know and un-
derstand the importance of that. | do well recall a prom-
inent individual within the EU saying to a team lead by
then Alden McLaughlin, how happy he was to see the
Premier of the Cayman Islands actually coming to
speak with them, so | know the importance of that. |
also recall what | heard at the time about the im-
portance of being on the ground, not just for relation-
ships with the business stakeholders, but with the mov-
ers and shakers and the powers within the European
Union itself — creating those relationships and helping
them better understand what the Cayman lIslands is
about, which is the reason why Bermuda has an office
there and | do believe the BVI [British Virgin Islands] as
well.
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I will leave it at that sir, because | do believe
we're missing an opportunity and we need to make sure
we're not being penny wise and pound foolish. Thank
you very much sir.

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, | am
confident we are not missing anything.

Each of those other overseas offices that are in
those other countries, we all talk. With communication
these days of Zoom calls and WhatsApp, they can ex-
change information. The rep's job is to soften the
ground of the principal that is coming, so the rep does
not have to be there every day. As long as the rep is
making contact at a bureaucratic level, not really seeing
the principal because as | said previously, the other
principal is looking to see me, so once the ground is
softened and the introductions are there and it's lined
up for my trip or a Chief Officer’s trip, we are absolutely
fine.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: One final question on that, sir. Is
there a dedicated rep for Europe in the London office;
and if so, who is that person? In other words, [some-
one] whose focus is Europe.

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: That is Ms. Ju-
lie Campbell who's in post now and we'll be seeing her
next week, provided we get through Finance Commit-
tee.

The Chairman: Thank you.
Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just a procedural
matter. What is your structured way of dealing with the
appropriations today? | do have some questions that
fall a little further down the appropriation list.

The Chairman: We will take the votes now and we'll
proceed to that point.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay.

The Chairman: Since there are no further questions,
pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as
to whether honourable members approve FSC 20 -
Framework for the Functioning of the Financial Ser-
vices Industry in the amounts of $9,398,399 in 2026
and $10,181,302 in 2027, and that those items on the
Schedule form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 20 passed.

FSC 22 - Registers of Corporate and Vital
Information

The Chairman: FSC 22 - Registers of Corporate and
Vital Information. If there are no questions—

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Sorry, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Company registry, yeah? A couple of questions on the
company registry. I've been getting some feedback
about the General Registry — it's been very difficult at
times to get anyone to answer the phone and no one
responds to the CBP [Cayman business portal] help
desk email either. We're getting complaints that self-
managing incorporations can take over two weeks be-
cause of the response time.

| guess the first question would be: Does the
company registry have a target completion time they
use as a guide?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes. Typically
it's 3 to 5 business days on an ordinary basis, and if
sent on an express basis then it would be one business
day, but you pay extra.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Okay.

The Chairman: Honourable Member, continuing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you. Through you, Mr. Chairman to the Honour-
able Minister. Have you recently received any updates
on whether they're achieving these targets, or what
their average response time is?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes, and that's
part of the reason why we're investing in systems. The
existing system, | think, has reached near its end of life
and we need to update the system because it's not
working as efficiently as it should be.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you. Through you Mr. Chairman to the Minister.
That's good news. Can the Minister say how many or
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whether or not there is enough dedicated resources
working on the applications sent via the portal?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | think we are
[also] trying to increase the staff complement slightly to
give additional hands on deck; so it's part systems, part
personnel.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Okay. Thank you for that. | think we're going down the
right road. It seems as if we recognise these issues.

Last question on that is that the CBP portal
does not allow for section 80 companies or companies
limited by guarantees to be processed, it forces the
user to create shareholders, which is not a feature of
the section 80 company. Section 80 incorporations
have to be submitted manually and that process can
take several weeks. Has that been identified and being
dealt with?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: That's one of
the areas of improvement, for sure.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Can the Premier
say whether or not the new implementation of the com-
pany fees will be mandatory for January? As you know,
many of the companies would already have done their
registration and calculations within the financial ser-
vices reporting and if they have to now adjust to the
new fees that are being proposed, that's a whole lot of
work for the industry to do all over again. Has that been
considered and what's the reality, so the sector can
know?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
through you Mr. Chair. The company registration fee is
increasing in 2027 for that reason, because it's a lot of
work. It is tempting because it does yield quite a bit
even when you go up by just $100, but we recognise
the burden, which | think occurred last year, of having
to re-invoice four company fees late in the year. For that
reason, those will feature in 2027 so they have longer
notice of it, because it features now as part of 2027 rev-
enue.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much. | think that is a very
smart approach, Premier. Just confirming that that is

what is registered in the timeline for the revenue allo-
cation.

The Chairman: Yes, it is.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay, thank you.

The Chairman: Member for Red Bay, Mr. Roy Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Just return-
ing to the improvements that were mentioned a few
minutes ago. | have friends whenever | see them, | hear
similar complaints as the Leader of the Opposition was
mentioning. Through you, to the Premier: is there a
timeline for these improvements, in terms of system im-
provements and hiring more people to make sure that
the level of service is where it needs to be?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
through you Mr. Chair. Assuming that the budget
passes, that’s the first part of the timeline—

[Inaudible interjection]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: We get through
here, then yes, the timeline would be to try to commit to
complete majority of the technological systems. In a
nutshell, to not try to overcomplicate it, the existing IT
system that is being used has been in place for a very
long time and it's now time to upgrade it. That means
that the IT professionals have to match the changes in
the law and pattern them and code them, so that pro-
cess is likely to take a few months before it really takes
hold. Once that system upgrade is in place, then we're
relatively confident that this will move forward. The rest
is just hiring the staff.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Mr. Chair, are we talking by the end
of the third quarter next year; by June/July next year;
what sort of timeframe do you have in your head?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'm hoping for
Q2 or Q3.

[Pause]

The Chairman: Are there any further questions?
[Pause] As there are no further questions, pursuant to
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve the item on the Sched-
ule described as FSC 22 - Registers of Corporate and
Vital Information in the amounts of $6,246,773 in 2026
and $7,001,191 in 2027.
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All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 22 passed.

FSC 23 - International Cooperation in Tax Matters

The Chairman: FSC 23 - International Cooperation in
Tax Matters.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman to the Honourable Minister. |
think there’s only question | have to ask here, is there
any end in sight for this? We see this continue to rise
every year — $1 million, $2 million, $2.5 million. | think
it would be good if the Honourable Minister could give
us an update and perhaps provide some insight on
these increases.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | would love to
be able to tell the Leader of the Opposition, through
you, Mr. Chair, that there is an end in sight, not just for
Cayman but for the entire world, but | don't think so.
The continued work of the OECD [Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development] and the
Global Forum will advance. They're looking at every as-
pect of financial services transactions around the world.

In this particular case for the budget year of
2026 and 2027, you will see an increase here because
one of the items that the Department of International
Tax Cooperation needs is staff. We recognised that in
pre assessments when we are stacked against other
international financial centres, proportionately we have
far less staff, but a far greater degree of registered en-
tities. They need a combination of staff near more com-
parable to the amount of entities, which is a good thing
for the Cayman Islands that those are here, and also a
system upgrade for the work that's here.

As we can see and look at the Global Forum
and the OECD’s work, tax transparency initiatives will
only continue to roll on. It's clear in any G20 statement
that you read, that this global work continues. In order
for us to keep pace as much as possible and stay away
from any adverse list, we have to ensure that we have
comparable amount of staff to handle the work and up-
to-date systems.

The Chairman: Are there any further questions on
FSC 23?7 As there are no further questions, in accord-
ance with Standing Order 83(3) | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve the item de-

scribed on the Schedule as FSC 23 - International Co-
operation in Tax Matters in the amounts of $6,097,213
in 2026 and $6,485,502 in 2027, to form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 23 passed.

FSC 36 - Trade and Commerce Licensing and
Supervision

The Chairman: FSC 36 - Trade and Commerce Li-
censing and Supervision.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Through you, Mr. Chairman, to the Honourable
Minister. Once again, | won't rehash all of the things |
said about General Registry regarding the responses
and emails and telephone calls. I'm getting feedback
that the same is happening with DCI [Department of
Commerce & Investment] and, as you know, we
worked tirelessly to reduce the bureaucracy and the red
tape with DCI.

Quite often you will find that it is other agencies
that request this implementation of further steps to
make their job easier; and the argument is, no, you
should do your job, each one of you have a seat on the
board. We went through the legislative changes that al-
low the passing of information, but specifically, it is my
understanding that they recently introduced a require-
ment for companies to submit a register of sharehold-
ers stamped by the company registrar. We just talked
about the challenges that they have, understanding
that the Companies Act does not actually require the
registry stamp [for] register of shareholders and the
added layers of bureaucracy, response times and the
additional pressure that it puts on the registrar and the
fact that that they will not accept a register that was cer-
tified by the registered office despite the fact that the
registered office is licensed by CIMA [Cayman Islands
Monetary Authority] and is subject to audits and very
high standards. Are you aware of the situation?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair, through you. Excellent question. Yes, that obser-
vation came to me as well. More importantly, it came to
the board's attention and has now been rectified that a
certified copy, what was the prior practice, is absolutely
acceptable. That situation should be rectified shortly.
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More broadly, that's just one example of what
you are conveying. There's a bigger piece of work in
2026 and 2027 which is within the budget — for lack of
a better word — to revamp the system. There's bits of
legislation that, for historical reasons, have been scat-
tered: Music and Dancing (Control) Act, Liquor Licens-
ing [Act] and Trade and Business Licensing (TBL) [Act],
we want to reframe all of it and have a more compre-
hensive commerce piece of work. I've talked about this
before on the radio, but this is just one instance where,
again, the bureaucracy of longstanding businesses
whose shareholdings never change, having to go every
year for a TBL.

The final piece of the puzzle for the multi-year
licenses is once we finalise the brackets for the ac-
countants, that's the final fee. Then we can add it within
the policy that you can just apply for a five-year licence.
Then it will be incumbent upon you, the business
holder, where if there's a change in your sharehold-
ing— pick a multifamily business that we know well,
Kirk's, Foster's — then you'd have to apply for that var-
iation. It's high time now to cut down that bureaucracy
and let people just do it once like a driver's licence and
then you just move on.

There's a big body of work that we're aware of
where we see the pain points and it's time to revamp
the entire system around DCI.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
continuing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm happy to hear that, be-
cause as | said, we were at a point where we had re-
duced bureaucracy there by about 65 per cent and they
won international awards; well, they won a local award
as the best place to work and an international award for
customer satisfaction. It's disheartening to hear now
that people are complaining that you can’t get answers
and that sort of thing.

In speaking to those persons, one thing that
came to me as a suggestion, like what we had to do
with Planning when we implemented the online ser-
vices there, would be that DCI consider setting up a
small business concierge where small businesses can
submit majority of their business applications, their li-
cences, their permits, their company filings, et cetera,
with dedicated account managers and operate similarly
to how CEC [Cayman Enterprise City] has a dedicated
area. They have fixed KPlIs, fixed costs and all that sort
of stuff, but it helps them get through the bureaucracy
of it all, which sometimes is because of the more com-
plex types of licences they have to deal with. | just
wanted to offer that suggestion.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. It's a very good suggestion to take on board
as we revamp the area.

One other thing that occurred to me to be mind-
ful of, which is part of what we're going to have to rec-
oncile, because as you know, the history of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, it was really a tool for local busi-
ness and it's supposed to be, how can | say... perhaps
less burdensome than in the financial services sector.
However, the area known as DNFBPs, the designated
non-financial businesses — real estate, precious met-
als — not just for Cayman but for the globe, that has
now come under the gaze of the FATF [Financial Action
Task Force]. In fact, in the 5th Round, for the first time
world over, they now have a specific standard that they
have to hit. We are going to have to be able to reconcile
the fact that they are now turning much more into a reg-
ulator, but still balance that with the fact that these busi-
nesses are on a different scale than your JP Morgan
and your Goldman Sachs. There is that balancing act
that | wanted you to be aware of, but | take the sugges-
tion on board.

The Chairman: Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker, Elected Member for George Town West:
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. There has been a sig-
nificant increase regarding pop-up garages in residen-
tial communities — I'm not too sure if you're aware of it
— often without Planning approval, of course. It is cre-
ating a nuisance in the community and also, it's actually
a safety concern. Can the Minister advise whether the
Government is considering any policy changes to actu-
ally strengthen the enforcement powers so that agen-
cies have greater teeth to address compliance when it
comes to unlicensed or unauthorised garages operat-
ing?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you.
Through you, Mr. Chair. It's not just garages. There are
multiple mobile businesses popping up, there's even a
mobile garage. What we're having to do is to try to
come to grips with enforcement around this new mode
of doing business and pop up garages to have greater
enforcement tools. I'm not passing the buck, but it will
take a multi-agency approach to make sure that every-
body is coordinated, because sometimes you'll go to
one agency and they'll say, well, that's not under me,
that's on the police. Then they go to another one and
they say, well, that's DCI. We need to have a greater
multipronged approach to go after these illicit activities.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.
Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-

position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and thank you,
Honourable Premier. | think you have hit the nail on the
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head with the multi-agency approach. | think we know
what the problem is, the question is whether or not
there's a commitment for creating such a thing to be
effective. | know that you and the honourable Member
for Savannah share the same feelings as | do about
these infractions from a small business perspective,
particularly in neighbourhoods.

Am | hearing a commitment from yourself to
create a multi-agency task force to deal with infractions
for small businesses or businesses, period?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Not necessarily
increase bureaucracy and create another agency, but
make sure that they're all working together. | think the
right word might be “task force”, and | think that's the
word you use, to make sure they're joined up not just
physically but [sharing] their data. Also, data separate
from a customer service standpoint, you'll have some-
body ask you for the birth certificate— why? It's with the
registry. We need greater data sharing from a customer
experience, but also from an enforcement experience
and then able to agree that they're going to work on
problems together and not just say, well, that law falls
under the police, this one falls under the DCI and then
only one agency responds.

| think it wouldn't be the creation of another
agency but an MOU [Memorandum of Understanding]
Task Force that we're going to agree to work on these
particular infractions that are known and seen through-
out the community.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you Premier, through you Mr. Chair-
man. Furthering the garage concern, there are pop-up
illegal garages and then there are actual legal garages.
For example — | will not say the neighbourhood be-
cause there's only one of them there, so the persons
will know who I'm talking about — we have a garage
legally licensed in a neighbourhood on Crewe Road.
During my tenure as Minister, | was quite upset. My
community called me and | went down there. | was like,
what's this garage popping up here in this neighbour-
hood? They rightfully just took the licence out and said,
you know, | have a licence by DCI.

It questions our framework. | think this gets into
the zoning of low density/high density and the cross-
section approach. | think that we may have it a little bit
wrong because we have licences being approved in...
Maybe it's in high density just because it's in the central
part of George Town, but it's still a neighbourhood.
People are questioning, these businesses pop up in
small neighbourhoods that have small roads and then
they have the cars parked on the side of the road and
then nobody can get through their neighbourhoods,
and so forth.

| think that DCI needs to improve its enforce-
ment, not only when someone calls but go out and look
for it. That's trying to address the broken windows syn-
drome. | guess this is not a question, but I'm asking that
they take a more proactive approach, rather than wait-
ing on calls. I'm not suggesting that they're not, but the
sentiment in the public is that they're not feeling it, be-
cause every day we see illegal business activities
across the Cayman lIslands, not only in a garage per-
spective.

I'll stop there, but to move on to my actual
question, which was about the music levels infractions
in neighbourhoods as well. Again, in George Town
Central, it doesn't seem to be fixing the levels. A very
senior, well-loved and looked-up-to community mem-
ber, Miss McField on McField Lane — every single
night she has to deal with the loud noises. By all means,
small businesses should have the opportunity to have
an entertainment business licence, but they're not en-
closing that music into their own premises and disturb-
ing everybody else. | just don't feel the enforcement
arm of this multi-agency approach. Maybe it's because
DCI thinks it's the police’s problem and police says,
well, this is a business licensing problem.

Ultimately, we have to do a better job of it.
When we talk about the effects on quality of life for peo-
ple, it's these small infractions which are not tradition-
ally [part of] a Caymanian way of life — we would not
dare disturb our neighbour with such disregard. If we
do not take a more forceful or proactive approach, the
broken window syndrome, eventually you'll see a dere-
lict building and we've seen them physically now.

| guess that was a rant rather than a question.
Hopefully the Premier can say if they're going to be do-
ing anything about music levels, pop-up garages and
also this growing concern about mobile car washes.

You would never know whether they're Ili-
censed or not. When you say mobile, you have car
washes that are mobile and licensed, but they stay at
the same spot every single day. You can go there and
find that same car wash company there. | think people
are circumventing what the mobile car wash was in-
tended for and the people who are suffering are those
who put in the major investment of paying higher licens-
ing fees and government taxes to have a stationary
one. It's practically undermining much of the car wash
industry, if | dare say. There are many environmental
concerns as well with the chemicals being used by
these car washes, where they do it, whether it's going
into the water line system or not. | think the parameters
of that maybe need to be examined. Maybe | should
bring a motion but I'm only bringing these to your atten-
tion.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.
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The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
through you Mr. Chair. Several items to unpack in that,
I'll go in the order that | remember.

In relation to garages and where they're lo-
cated, this is where, when we try to revamp it, we need
the multi-agency approach. If it comes to the Trade and
Business Licence Board and it's been vetted by Plan-
ning that the density was fine for that business, then the
board doesn't really question beyond that. If it's a res-
taurant and [Department of] Environmental Health
(DEH) goes and checks and gives the relevant certifi-
cate to say the restaurant is fine, then DCI accepts that.
Then DCI is in an awkward position to go and enforce
if they're holding a certificate from another agency to
say this was fine. You all need to start talking together
before this is approved to make sure that everything
stacks up. That might cause a bit more pain in the pro-
cess because then people might have to wait a little bit
longer for the licence, but at least we know the product
is more solid.

The point about the number of garages and car
washes points to a whole other body of work, do we get
to a point in the country— and this is a question, let's
talk about it openly — where there's a moratorium on
certain businesses? When | saw the list of how many
mobile car washes there are... can we verify and say
that they're all washing cars? Does everybody know
who everybody is? Additionally, this is another big
piece of work and we might as well talk about it openly
— fronting.

An Hon. Member: Yep.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Is the 60/40 rule
in this country actually working?

An Hon. Member: Nope.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It's the oppo-
site. Do we need a whole other framework? I'm just
throwing it out there for the House because you would
be stunned. Maybe | should bring the list of mobile gar-
ages, mobile vendors to show you. I'm sure some of
you can maybe name ten, easy, but now it's into the
hundreds. Who are all these people? What are they do-
ing? Do we have a track of all this? This is why in this
case, and some people might be surprised to hear me
say this, but in other countries as well the FATF is not
necessarily wrong in asking who's behind each of these
businesses? Who are the beneficial owners?

| think for ourselves, for our Caymanians, if
you're listening to them, they're saying Minister, Oppo-
sition Leader, you sure that 60 per cent is owned by a
Caymanian in that business? | think it's a wide open
field that we have to come to grips with in the country.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman.

The Chairman: | have to take members in order; Mem-
ber for George Town East, Bodden Town West, Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition, Member for Red Bay.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart, Elected Member for George
Town East: Mr. Chairman, | think what we've done
here is identify this issue and this problem is far bigger
and far wider than | think we have ever appreciated. |
have to say, for the first time I'm being asked to get in-
volved in my communities because of illegal opera-
tions, car repair shops and body repair shops. | had one
just two weeks ago and | got the DCI and the DEH in-
volved. I'm happy to say that they did take care of it and
it was shut down.

The latest notification | got of an illegal opera-
tion was just Saturday, up on Crewe Road in my con-
stituency. They have been operating there and could
very well be some sort of threat to the safety of people
who live in the neighbourhood. Now | have to go to DCI
again and probably the NRA or DEH to get them to look
into it. | think it needs urgent addressing and that's just
my observation from what | see taking place today.

Thank you for that little bit of input, sir.

The Chairman: Thank you.
Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders, Elected Member for
Bodden Town West: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Premier. Just on average, roughly how many prosecu-
tions does DCI engage in per year?

The Chairman: The Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'll be happy to
get that number and provide it for you. That is not a stat
that | would necessarily have to hand.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you.

One number in particular that | would like for
you to focus on for me also — there was an incident
several years back where someone was running an il-
legal gas station in Prospect area that almost blew up
the entire neighbourhood. Now OfReg [The Utility Reg-
ulation and Competition Office] was dealing with one
part of it, but | understand that these individuals were
actually business people also. | went there that night, |
mean, it literally almost blew up the entire neighbour-
hood and | would still like to know what prosecution was
done. Running an illegal gas station next to residential
homes...

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Yeah, | was there that
night, | saw it myself. | would still like to know what hap-
pened to those individuals. It's one thing to be going
after a garage, but as the Member for George Town
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Central said, you make a garage slide, and then the gas
station pops up. | can tell you, nobody wants an illegal
gas station beside them. I'm curious to know what the
outcome of that incident was, because people should
have gone to jail for that.

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: The Chief Of-
ficer is here. I'll give an undertaking to get that infor-
mation and bring it back to you.

Needless to say, from all the comments so far,
reform in this area is ripe. | don't want to throw the civil
service completely under the bus and say that they're
clueless and they're not all working together, but | do
think we need a much more formalised multi-agency
approach that has teeth.

The Chairman: Member for Red Bay.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair. As the con-
versation was going on earlier about illegal garages
and a variety of other businesses, my cell phone started
popping off. | had a number of constituents contact me
about the exact concern and I'll just read what one said:
What about the commercial fishing boats in residential
areas? If you could add that to your list as well, please.

[Inaudible interjection]
Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Sorry?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: In canals and
so forth?

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Yes.
The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Sure.
Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thanks.

The Chairman: Are there any further questions?
[Pause] No further questions. In accordance with
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve the item on the Sched-
ule described as FSC 36 - Trade and Commerce Li-
censing and Supervision in the amounts of $2,706,178
in 2026 and $3,213,897 in 2027 to form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: FSC 36 passed.

FSC 37 - International Engagement for Financial
Services

The Chairman: FSC 37 - International Engagement for
Financial Services.

There are no questions. Pursuant to Standing
Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether honoura-
ble members approve the item on the Schedule de-
scribed as FSC 37 - International Engagement for Fi-
nancial Services in the amounts of $1,883,321 in 2026
and $1,819,864 in 2027 to form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 37 passed.
FSC 38 - Support for Small Businesses

The Chairman: FSC 38 - Support for Small Busi-
nesses.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chair, is this a new appropriation?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Broken out,
yes.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Can
you remind the Committee what the numbers were for
2024/20257?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: This is FSC 38,
right?

This was under a different Ministry in
2024/2025. Ministry of Financial Services and Com-
merce didn't have it in the last term, it was under Invest-
ment, Innovation and Social Development. | don't have
it to hand because it wasn't part of this Ministry, but |
could try to find it.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Okay.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Through you, thank
the Minister. | do believe that it's a fairly decent in-
crease. If my memory serves me, it was around $0.5
million in previous years and this is very good news for
me. As you know, | am passionate about that centre,
creating that centre and passionate about small busi-
ness and Caymanian entrepreneurs.
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| was also delighted to read in the handout you
gave out about some of the new initiatives being done,
[like] the export development programme, which is fan-
tastic. That was something that we were looking at
when we formed the centre. The UK Treasury Office
was very keen on this, and they, at that time, had com-
mitted to working with the centre on that, even offering
office space in Hong Kong and all sorts of things. That's
fantastic news. The genius programme seems like an-
other worthy programme if you want to speak to it, to
say a little bit more.

My question is—

a. Are we at a point yet where the Centre for
Business Development (CICBD) can pro-
vide an ROI [return on investment] to the
country — this was the intention — where
they can say, we have helped create 25
new companies. They have imported X
amount of product, X amount of work per-
mits, et cetera. Do we have sight of that
ROl yet?

b. The biggest hurdle for any small business
in Cayman is financing. Does the Govern-
ment have any intentions of putting any
programmes in place, whether with the
Class A banks or through other means, for
clients of the centre to access financing?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
through you, Mr. Chair. This is an area where there's
no point reinventing the wheel. It came from Mr. Hew in
his time and it's one of the areas that | have been more
than happy over the years to try to increase as much
as possible because of the reasons that are the foun-
dation of your questions, of how it impacts and the co-
hort of young Caymanians who have come through —
| shouldn’t even say young, new businesses [rather]
because they could be of any age — and the success
rate.

Now | do think we're at the rate for 2026/2027
to provide those ROI details because there are phe-
nomenal success stories that have come through busi-
nesses. You'll see it on social media how people just
needed that start, and not necessarily sometimes finan-
cially, but just how do you start a business? They may
have the concept and the idea in their head, but how
do you put together articles of association and all the
filings that go through it? The centre is amazing.

It's also amazing in terms of its staff. It's a suc-
cess story that is now led by a Caymanian director who
has been in training and had that succession plan and
that vision from the beginning, Ms. Thais; so it's fantas-
tic.

In addition to these programmes which they
have gone out and sourced — this isn't the Ministry top
down, they have researched how they can continue to
elevate themselves — from memory they're working

with at least one Class A bank, but we're trying to get
other Class A banks to come on board for that initial
start-up capital. All of the cohort want to be independ-
ent, so they're just looking for that start of either
knowledge or small financing, once they know that their
business plan is sound, to just get going. This is why
you will see the increase in the area.

The Chairman: Honourable member for Bodden Town
West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Premier. Expanding on the point that the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition just made, when | look at
CIMA'’s stats with regards to Q1 2020, which was prior
to the COVID pandemic, | noticed that the total loans in
the production, manufacturing and construction sector
was US$382 million, then five years later at the end of
Q1 2025, the amount was actually US$369 million.
There's been a lot of activity since then, but you can
directly see that there are issues in terms of businesses
obtaining finances based on what the banks have been
lending. Considering that some of those loans have
been paid down during that period of time — these are
net loans, so that would mean that gross loans would
have been a little bit different.

| know one of the things that the Government
is looking at is concerning, again, using certain guaran-
tees and initiatives, especially with regards to the con-
struction industry and, based on these numbers, it def-
initely requires some kind of intervention to make sure
that we find ways to incentivise financing. At the end of
the day, it comes down to one simple rule: the only way
to grow any country is to have policies to expand the
middle class, and the two ingredients needed to ex-
pand the middle class is access to capital and access
to credit. We need to sit down and find ways to start
helping our own Caymanian people and, as we said,
start looking at ways that we can create our own Cay-
manian millionaires.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. The member makes an excellent point and
that's why you see these additional programmes listed
in the spreadsheet because part of the motivation is the
bank seeing that these are viable businesses; the bank
is there to make money. A number of these businesses,
when they came forward for the one Class A bank, now
have been able to sustain their loan package, so the
more that we’re able to increase their knowledge to get
started, the more we will continue to incentivise banks.

There are also other programmes in terms of
access to capital where we look at, | think we call it the
Home Programme (previously the GGHAM [Govern-
ment Guaranteed Home Assisted Mortgage] Pro-
gramme), to get people back into homeownership. We
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do need to find those tools that incentivise greater lend-
ing and if the Government has to kick in, either through
support from small business development or other pro-
grammes, that's how you get people on the road to suc-
cess.

The Chairman: Thank you.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Through you to
the Premier. We heard yesterday that Government met
with the various key sectors on the fees. I'm assuming
that your Ministry was involved, particularly from a
small business perspective. Can you say what the
feedback was from the small business association or
the sector in respect to the taxes and fees that are be-
ing increased?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you for
the question, member. You may recall that when the
revenue statement was made there was a statement to
say that that was one of the areas where — | think we
went over this on Friday — consultation was ongoing.
The biggest point of feedback so far was on the lower
end of the fees and whether or not those are palatable,
for example for liquor licensing on smaller restaurants
and hotels; and if not, whether or not we would then
increase on the higher end and eliminate those catego-
ries. The conversation is ongoing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Premier. Through you, Mr. Chair-
man. Obviously, particularly when it comes to restau-
rants and the cost factors for labour that are non-Cay-
manian, this will have a major effect on the service in-
dustry upon which the tourism product relies heavily.
Have there been discussions with the Ministry of Tour-
ism of the effect on the service industry with these
costs?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: We continue to
talk and make sure that we're trying to align them ap-
propriately, not just at a ministerial level but also at a
staff level, and also at an association level.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

| hear the word “continuing” quite repetitively.
Should | assume that the industry... I'm assuming CITA
[Cayman Islands Tourism Association] was consulted,
Small Business Association was consulted and that
they are okay or accepting or prepared for these in-
creases and have expressed what the potential effects
would be? Being former Minister of Tourism, | recog-
nise that this may increase the cost of the service in-
dustry. Cayman’s tourism product is already a very
high-end product and this may result in it being even
more expensive. CITA would have responded to that in
a particular way.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you.
Through you, Mr. Chair. The reason we say “continu-
ing” is because, as you can see, it's a bracketed or
tiered approach. The reason that we're continuing is to
continue to test the lower end of the bracket because
that's the one that's really going to affect most of our
average Caymanians. For example, the liquor licence
distribution, where it's moving from around $4,000 to
$25,000, in the scheme of distribution of liquor that level
of fee really shouldn't be passed on to the consumer. If
we can just double check and make sure that that
wouldn't get passed on to the consumer, then we're rel-
atively comfortable that that fee can continue. Once
that final round of the houses of consultation is done,
then we're relatively confident that within the brackets,
if we have to make some adjustments, we will to limit
the impact on Caymanians.

The Chairman: Honourable Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

For confirmation, will this fee also be obligatory
to the businesses in Cayman Brac? Particularly that of
the liquor licensing fee moving from $4,000 to $25,000.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'll double check
because the Brac has its own small and micro business
programme where they have some carve outs and
they're not included in the distributor Liquor Licensing
Board here because they have their own board. I'll dou-
ble check that point.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. Just for the record, | would ask
that you consider not doing it for Cayman Brac. | would
probably have the support from the Minister from the
Brac that the cost factor in Cayman Brac is already
overwhelming. They're all small distributors in the Brac
and moving from $4,000 to $25,000 would be a hard
cost for distributors over there.
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The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No. There are
no distributors there for that fee section.

[Crosstalk]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Either way, Mr.
Chair, the point is that the member wouldn't have to ask
because Minister DaCosta chases me about this in
Caucus.

[Laughter]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Let us look at it
because we're trying to make sure that that doesn't
happen for the Brac and Little Cayman.

Maybe to clarify it, the distributors under the
Liquor Licensing Board regime in Grand Cayman are
the target of the revenue measures, because it's two
different boards. What you saw in the revenue package
are the distributors who are under the remit of the Lig-
uor Licensing Board in Grand Cayman, not the distrib-
utor (I think there may only be one) for the Sister Is-
lands, because it's two different boards.
Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Through you, Mr. Chair. In that vein and that
thinking of being outside of the Cayman controls, would
that be the same for all the other fees and structures?
Cayman Brac also has a separate board for work per-
mits, a separate board for a number of different things.
I'm just trying to get clarity here because they are lis-
tening to. Is that same principle going to apply for the
rest of the fee structures?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Right, so those
under the legislation that I'm moving are in relation to
Grand Cayman. If there is any overlap, as | said before,
Minister DaCosta has checked a couple of things like
the hotels to be sure that we're staying away from the
Sister Islands. We're going to, as much as possible,
carve them out. They already have the benefit of a mi-
cro and small business fee break, so as much as pos-
sible, we're going to protect the economy of the Sister
Islands.

The Chairman: Member for Red Bay.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair. | just want to
add my piece into this, if you don't mind. I'm still sur-
prised that some of these things weren't checked up
before, but be that as it may, please do speak more to
small businesses. I've had several small businesses
over the weekend contact me with some concerns. The
most recent one was this morning with a new concern.

That concern was the impact of the fees for
non-Caymanian drivers. The individual is a Caymanian
business [owner], he has a number of drivers who are
on work permits and the concern is the impact to not

only his employees but a possible impact to busi-
nesses, in terms of the additional costs. Additional
costs for small businesses needs to be looked at care-
fully.

Thank you.

The Chairman: Oh, it's all easily said.
Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes.
Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West. Res-
cue me.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: While on the issue of
fees, can the Premier also look at raising the fees for
those bulk fuel providers? Not the retail gas station, I'm
talking about the actual wholesale gas station, the Sol
and the Rubis. | didn't see it included... if you guys hit
them, let me know.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No, they're not
in this announcement, but | thought we touched them
last term?

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: They need to be
touched again.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: All right, I'll
check.

The Chairman: If there are no further questions—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | just want to put it down for
the record— if we're going to increase any costs, par-
ticularly when it comes to fuel, don't do it to Cayman
Brac. Cayman Brac is struggling.

The Chairman: Cayman Brac fuel is actually on the
Brac exemption schedule because | am due to take a
paper to Cabinet in that regard.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you.

The Chairman: Certainly, as we look at that paper, one
of the things that Minister DaCosta had already been
engaging with me on was how wholesome that paper
is. There were a number of questions surrounding this
very item, fuel, and whether or not it was fuel imported
into or consumed in Cayman Brac, and we're making
sure to clarify that completely to ensure that there's no
ambiguity.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, while
you are doing that analysis— the ship stops in Cayman
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Brac and I'm still trying to figure out any reason why
Cayman Brac is paying way more than they should
when the ship actually stops there. If there's any place
being ripped off with fuel, it is Cayman Brac. The Gov-
ernment has already done its part, but the actual peo-
ple ripping Cayman Brac off are the actual fuel provid-
ers.

The Chairman: | take it that that was a statement, not
a question.

Hon. Nickolas T. A. DaCosta, Minister of District Ad-
ministration & Home Affairs, Elected Member for
Cayman Brac West and Little Cayman: Mr. Chair, if |
may beg your indulgence, let me just say, although we
may be divided on many things in this House, | wel-
come the support and love for the Sister Islands from
all members and | know that the people truly appreciate
all that we're doing to help them out.

Thank you.
The Chairman: Since there are no further questions,
pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question to
honourable members that the item described as FSC
38 - Support for Small Businesses in the amount of
$1,563,641 in 2026 and $1,778,835 [in 2027] on the
Schedule, do form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 38 passed.
FSC 39 - Combating lllicit Finance

The Chairman: FSC 39 - Combating lllicit Finance, any
questions? [Pause] There are no questions.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as FSC 39 -
Combating lllicit Finance in the amounts of $3,471,776
in 2026 and $3,768,648 in 2027 be added to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 39 passed.
FSC 40 - Registers of Intellectual Property
The Chairman: FSC 40 - Registers of Intellectual Prop-

erty.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman... No, | think | know the answer myself.
Sorry.

[Laughter]

The Chairman: Honourable Member for George Town
Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Through you to
the Premier. In respect to registration of intellectual
property, | think the component of Al [Atrtificial Intelli-
gence] has become a serious topic within this space,
particularly with the ability to frame someone’s like-
ness. You see the film industry is having severe con-
cerns about it and | think that we should be proactive. |
think you've indicated that you intend to look at the leg-
islation, but I think it's important that we register it here
because what we're seeing is Al's ability to take some-
one’s likeness not only visually but by way of sound. It's
becoming detrimental to democracy and media as a
whole, where you can't tell the difference between...
deep fakes, | think is the term that they're using.

| think that | would like to hear that the Premier
is actively looking at this area to amend our legislation
to protect the Cayman Islands from that in all aspects,
not only from business but also person's personal life.
If we don't put in the necessary restrictions by law, peo-
ple could probably use deep fakes here locally to scam
people, undermine their truths, and a number of differ-
ent things. | just want to hear from the Premier if that's
something on their radar and if we could look forward
to hearing any amendments in the future.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Excellent ques-
tion. Thank you, Mr. Chair through you. The answer is
yes, that body of work is being conducted under our
National Al Innovation Task Force. One of the areas of
work that we recognised, and | think it was the Member
for Bodden Town East last week that referred to an EU
law. The EU is one of the regions that we have seen
that have taken the bull by the horns and have actual
published legislation and policy on Al and its uses. Alt-
hough this department will be an agency that has to be
consulted as a relevant stakeholder, it's a much bigger
question than them.

The Chairman: Member for George Town East.
Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Quick question to the Premier.
Premier, when does the FATF 5th Round Mutual Eval-

uation take place?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.
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The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: For me, it feels
like every day, but the scheduled timeframe is that the
assessors will be here December 2027.

The Chairman: Member for George Town East, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Wow. Thank you, sir. That
date then has been pushed back?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No, that's it. |
think | referenced it before in speeches here; Decem-
ber 2027. That's been the case.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay. Thanks.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: That's when
they arrive. That doesn't mean that you're not starting
the work now for the round; that's why | said somewhat
half-jokingly that for me, it's every day, but assessment
landing on the ground to look around and perform the
actual assessment is December 2027. Working back-
wards, we are working up to that date.

The new round is on now. The last FATF Ple-
nary that | attended in June, we saw the first Mutual
Evaluation Report of the first country, so we were able
to take away and see what areas were being probed
the most. It was a very interesting exercise. So the
round has kicked off, but the landing on Cayman in
terms of the assessment starting is December 2027.

Mr. Chair briefly, to go back to the Member for
Bodden Town West — yeah, the big bulk [fuel] distrib-
utors were moved up to $25,000 last term.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: That's $25,000 per
month, right?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: [Laughter] As
an annual licence. They were, as | said, touched, so
you didn't see them this round, but if you're advocating
for a further increase, we can take it on board.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: | am advocating for a
further increase.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | just wanted to
have that fact be part of the record, it did go up last
term.

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: It's heartening to hear members advo-
cate for increased fees, recognising that when you do
it, let's say to Jacques Scott, which would be a distrib-
utor, if you try to break down this increase per bottle of
beer, we're talking about fractions, of a fraction, of a
fraction, of a cent. These inflationary pressures of a
$25,000 fee, it will be interesting to see in the next cou-
ple of years who's right or who's wrong.

Needless to say, since there's no further ques-
tions on FSC 40 - Registers of Intellectual Property, in
accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the ques-
tion as to whether honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule described as FSC 40 - Registers
of Intellectual Property in the amount of $654,627 in
2026 and $835,483 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: FSC 40 passed.

MOA 6 - Regulation of the Cayman Islands
Currency

The Chairman: MOA 6 - Regulation of the Cayman ls-
lands Currency. [Pause] No questions.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3) | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as MOA 6 -
Regulation of the Cayman Islands Currency in the
amounts of $1,050,000 in 2026 and $1,050,000 in 2027
to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 6 passed.

MOA 8 - Collection of Fees

The Chairman: MOA 8 - Collection of Fees. [Pause]

As there are no questions, in accordance with
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve the item on the Sched-
ule described as MOA 8 - Collection of Fees in the
amounts of $271,360 in 2026 and $280,632 in 2027 to
the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 8 passed.

MOA 12 - Regulation of the Financial Services
Industry

The Chairman: MOA 12—
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Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In respect to the
regulation of the financial services industry, can the
Premier say whether there are any plans to change any
legislation or regulations in respect to the ratio of Cay-
manian practicing attorneys versus the attorneys prac-
ticing Cayman Law overseas?

By way of background, if the Premier wants the
context of my question, about 5 or 6 years ago | think it
was, we went through a significant consultation period
which created much controversy when the laws were
changed to the ratio of firms having an attorney practice
overseas, compared to how many local attorneys they
had. It is my understanding that there are considera-
tions for the changing of that ratio. It's significant to the
continued development of the Caymanian attorney pool
here. Can the Premier say if there's any intention to
change those ratios?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
through you, Mr. Chair. That wouldn't form part of this
appropriation vote for regulation of financial services,
because attorneys don't fall under CIMA. The regula-
tions and the new framework will come under the Attor-
ney General on the Portfolio of Legal Affairs. That's
where the advancements are being developed, not un-
der this appropriation vote. We can take the question
when the Attorney General is here under, | think, Port-
folio of Legal Affairs, but that is not within the remit of
CIMA. These appropriations are votes for budgets for
CIMA.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, the Premier is 100 per cent
correct, but [I'd like] his input as the Minister for Finan-
cial Services and the foundation of the question I'm
asking is related to financial services. | can wait until
we get to MOA 14 which talks about the policy advice,
if it's a policy position to change that. I'll take his direc-
tion.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Only for the
purposes of making sure that we're discussing things
at the appropriate time. These next set of votes all the
way down to MOA 25 are all in relation to CIMA and
CIMA’s policies. Attorneys are completely not within
CIMA’s remit. When the Attorney General comes, we
can discuss the framework around attorneys and I'm
happy to weigh in, but the detailed mechanics of the

developments in that area all fall under him, so it would
be better for him to explain the thinking and the process
going forward, not in relation to the Monetary Authority.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Premier.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | do accept that. I'm going to
just wait till then, but the Attorney General doesn’t cre-
ate policy. The Attorney General cannot pass legisla-
tion and only can make recommendations, and be-
cause it's the financial services industry, from a policy
perspective, you would either be aware... or if you have
not been notified of it, then that's fine. | just still think
that the scope of the questioning can—

The Chairman: Member, the Premier has made this
abundantly clear. We're going to get out of Finance
Committee by Wednesday afternoon. He is going to
weigh in when the Attorney General gets here.

Any further questions on MOA 127

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Mr. Chairman, | do have a
question.

The Chairman: Member for George Town East.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Through you to the Premier.
Premier, in your speech at the beginning you talked
about seizing the opportunities in emerging areas of fi-
nancial services, you mentioned reinsurance specifi-
cally. | think we've been at that for a number of years
now. How successful are our efforts thus far? If you
have the numbers, could you share the total number of
reinsurance licences in existence at this time?

The Chairman: Excellent question. Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It's an excellent
question, spot on to the appropriation. Let me just get
the CEO to give me the latest numbers.

In a nutshell, the last time that | reviewed them
they continued to increase; particularly in Class B3 and
also in the Class Ds, which are the licensed reinsur-
ance that have boots on the ground.

The challenge now isn't so much that, because
the business is coming our way. What the business
wants as a response, which was in the opening re-
marks, is marching towards the standard of NAIC—
Qualified Jurisdiction Status. At the moment, the Mon-
etary Authority has developed stronger relationships
with that US regulatory body and some of the commis-
sioners, I've met them personally on the road.

This almost has to be looked at as akin to, in a
way, the FATF. This is a country initiative, not just a
Monetary Authority initiative. It takes the Ministry, it
takes the regulator, which will be the main facilitator of
the application, and also industry to make sure that we
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are able to meet the standard and evolve legislation
where necessary.

The next engagement point will be the 8t and
9th — at least for me those are two key dates. The 7t,
8t and part of the 9t of December is the next large
NAIC Meeting of Commissioners and | plan to go in per-
son to continue to foster those relationships. I'll come
back to you on the stats, but it is growing.

That's part of the budget, so I'm glad you raised
the question. The concern is, since success is coming,
we do not want the insurance division to become over-
loaded and then can't handle the applications that are
coming and then we dissuade business, because it's
becoming too slow; can the Monetary Authority handle
it? Part of this budget is to give the insurance division
increased staff to be able to handle the workload, not
just from a numbers perspective but also from an ex-
pertise perspective. This is where jobs like actuaries
and senior policy advisor in insurance are going to be
all that more important. Which is why, since we’ve gone
down this road, we'll have to look at modest modifica-
tions to the Public Authorities Act to be sure that CIMA
can pay competitively so that we can get that talent.

There are three things happening sort of at
once:

e Increase of the budget for the division of

the staff;

e Finding ways that we can pay market rates
for talent within the regulator that can han-
dle these more complex applications; and

e Run the various stages of approach to ob-
tain the NAIC.

The Chairman: Member for George Town East, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Through you to the Minister.
Does it make sense to consider splitting the two, insur-
ance and reinsurance, breaking them out separately? |
know the work and the complexities are different and
reinsurance is not necessarily a straightforward insur-
ance company, never will be. Just your thoughts on
that.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It's something
that we have thought of. It's a question that's come up
over the years, but at the moment, | think if the insur-
ance division itself is able within its units to handle the
work streams, then we might not necessarily have to
create an entirely new division. They might be able to
do that internally among themselves.

I have the latest stats here, but they are incred-
ibly small. If we could have a larger copy then | can
pass it out to the entire House, because this is public
information.

The Chairman: Premier, you meant printed small not
small in impact on the economy.

[Laughter]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Correct. The
font is incredibly small to read— microscopic. You need
them enlarged to show the large numbers.

The Chairman: Thanks for that clarification, Premier.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Mr. Chairman, through you.
One final question.

The Chairman: Member of George Town East, contin-
uing.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Yes, sir. Thank you. Premier,
the other area that you mentioned that I'm interested in
is that of the family offices. My sense is that it is a fast
growing area. Do we have registers of numbers of of-
fices here; and how are they regulated?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Excellent ques-
tion, thank you. Family office is an interesting one be-
cause a family office could do just about anything. They
don't fall into a neat bucket like say reinsurance or
banking, because the family office could be bankers,
they could be reinsurance. It's an area where we're
starting to think about how do we group and categorise
them, because some might be regulated by DCI, if
they're more so commerce; some might be regulated
by CIMA, depending if they're on a regulated business
line.

Leave that with us because this is business —
which is a good thing that was not necessarily coming
to Cayman over the last few years, but for a variety of
factors, they're beginning to see Cayman as a hub that
they can do business from. We're still trying to organise
ourselves in terms of exactly what bucket do you put
them in, because they don't fit neatly because they
could do anything. It's essentially people who are man-
aging their own money in activities that they want to in-
vest in.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Thank you, sir.

The Chairman: If there are no further questions, in ac-
cordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the question
as to whether honourable members approve the item
on the Schedule described as MOA 12 - Regulation of
the Financial Services Industry in the amounts of
$22,718,140 in 2026 and $23,408,933 in 2027 to the
Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
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The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 12 passed.

MOA 13 - Assistance to Overseas Regulatory
Authorities

The Chairman: MOA 13 - Assistance to Overseas
Regulatory Authorities.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: | risk annoying you this morning...

The Chairman: It is afternoon.
[Laughter]

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Yeah, but it is Monday, so we have a long
week ahead of us.

My concern about my previous question, Mr.
Chairman, is that the relevant stakeholders and tech-
nocrats that support the Premier may not be available
when it's time for the Attorney General to address the
previous question. | know you've given your direction
that the question will be answered when the Attorney
General is here, but the persons who advised the
Premier, as per the description of MOA 14 which allows
this Committee to question about, may not be here to
assist.

The Chairman: Thank you very much for your guid-
ance to the Chair. Your question was around ratios of
overseas lawyers to local lawyers. Am | correct?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Correct, sir.

The Chairman: | am with fair confidence that between
the Premier and the Attorney General and his Cham-
bers, they will have requisite support to answer that
question appropriately and would not need the assis-
tance of CIMA. I'm very confident of that and the Gov-
ernment is very confident of that.

Do we have any further questions MOA 13?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Yes sir. Will the Chief Officer for Financial
Services be available for when the Attorney General
will be here to help answer the relevant question? It's
not only CIMA, sir; the support staff for the Premier
when dealing with financial services matters, upon
which my question is founded, is not with the Monetary

Authority. Again, | risk annoying you, but I'm just trying
to make sure...

The Chairman: Oh no, no. No annoyance. Thank you
for assisting the Chair. The matter as it relates to attor-
neys, the Honourable Premier has given me the indica-
tion that he's perfectly happy to weigh in on those poli-
cies.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay, thank you.
The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the question as to whether honourable
members approve the item on the Schedule described
as MOA 13 - Assistance to Overseas Regulatory Au-
thorities in the amounts of $886,443 in 2026 and
$916,730 in 2027 to the BiIll.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 13 passed.
MOA 14 - Policy Advice and Ministerial Services

The Chairman: MOA 14 - Policy Advice and Ministerial
Services. As there are no questions, in accordance with
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve the item on the Sched-
ule described as MOA 14 - Policy Advice and Ministe-
rial Services in the amounts of $791,467 in 2026 and
$818,509 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 14 passed.

MOA 25 - Monitor Compliance with the Anti-Money
Laundering Regulations

The Chairman: MOA 25. As there are no questions on
MOA 25, in accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as MOA 25
- Monitor Compliance with the Anti-Money Laundering
Regulations in the amounts of $7,100,590 in 2026 and
$7,343,196 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
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The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: MOA 25 passed.

CMA 1 - Policy Advice to Cabinet on Maritime
Matters

The Chairman: CMA 1. As there are no questions on
CMA 1, in accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as CMA 1 -
Policy Advice to Cabinet on Maritime Matters in the
amounts of $332,000 in 2026 and $332,000 in 2027 to
the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: CMA 1 passed.
NGS 85 - Cayman Finance Services

The Chairman: NGS 85.
Honourable Member for George Town East.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Yes, sir. It says Cayman Fi-
nance Services, but is this going to the entity Cayman
Finance?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes, we should
probably amend that because it sounds like services. It
is Cayman Finance. Delete the word services.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Fair enough. Then | am happy.
The Chairman: Member for Red Bay.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The amount
of $1.375 million, is that the amount that they requested
or did they request more?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. They always request more.

[Laughter]
The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Which is not

unusual for any of the entities in any or all of our budg-
ets.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: What was the amount they re-
quested, if you don't mind me asking?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It was in the re-
gion of millions of dollars.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Member for Bodden Town
West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Premier. What exactly are we getting for this
$1,375,000?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'm glad you
asked that because it ties to the Member for Red Bay’s
question. The range of activities that the entity would
like to do are all well-intended, but what's most im-
portant to us is on the spreadsheet that | handed out—
continuing their efforts as much as possible to promote
the jurisdiction and showing up at key conferences.

Protection is also key. They now have two staff
members that are former media professionals who
challenge and course correct headlines that come out
about the Cayman in international markets that aren't
quite right. They've now had some success with that
and we want to continue to do that. There's a whole
different ring to it when a media professional calls an-
other media professional house to challenge them on
the media rules [rather than] the Government calling in;
it's not proportionate.

Then, the last thing is community engagement.
Continuing to try to press and have programmes so that
young Caymanians could get in their jobs with their
member firms.

Those are the three key areas.

They have other proposed activities to their
membership, and we've said, very kindly, we under-
stand but we think that that can be funded more by your
members. These are the areas in which the Govern-
ment seeks to gain the most benefit.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I'm glad the Premier actually said that because it
goes into my other issue. This output covers CF 1, CF
2, CF 3, CF 4 and CF 5, and when you go through the
purchase agreement starting on page 71 and look at
CF 1 that deals with promotion, the total amount of
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money allocated for both 2026 and 2027 is $686,795.
That's on promotion. I'm fine with that.

Then you move to CF 2 that deals with protec-
tion. In 2026, on page 73 under the purchase agree-
ment, it is $138,205 for 2026 and $138,205 for 2027.

Then you move to CF 3 - Product Develop-
ment. Again, $138,205 for 2026 and $138,205 for 2027.

Then there's CF 4 - Community Engagement.
That is $205,897 for both 2026 and 2027.

The one that caught my attention was CF 5 -
Member Engagement. The description reads, “Ensure
a high degree of collaboration, cooperation and en-
gagement with private sector firms and associa-
tions.” As for that amount, it is $205,898. That was the
one that actually caught my attention in the sense of
why are we giving them $205,898 over both years to
deal with their private firm sectors and association en-
gagement? That's the one | have an issue with.

Now I've been in this House long enough to re-
member when they were getting around $300,000 per
year from Government, and now it is $1,375,000 per
year; basically a million dollars increased. Now, this is
not to say that they don't do good work, but I'd be curi-
ous to know what the other members of this association
contribute. If you go on their website and see who the
members are, these are people from organisations with
very deep pockets.

| noticed the bankers are also represented on
it. Again, Mr. Chairman, | put my craw in the fact that
the Class A banks last year made US$986 million in
revenues and US$750 million in profit. | think at a min-
imum this is about protecting their industry that makes
a lot of them very rich and | think they should be con-
tributing much more to Cayman Finance because these
are the ones that are really benefiting more than, in
some cases, the Caymanian people. Premier, that's the
one | have an issue with. That $205,898, which is about
$411,000 over two years, for them to engage with their
members when their members should be paying for
that themselves.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair and through you. | appreciate the member's
question because it's aligned with the Ministry's think-
ing. Although the purchase agreement says that, we're
still talking to them about channelling our monies for the
three areas that | mentioned. In addition to that, even
though we were sort of tongue-in-cheek earlier, on a
more serious note we have told them that the reason
that we cannot accept the actual ask — not what's here
in the budget, but what they actually proposed for
2026/2027 — is because when we survey member
firms, the pain points that Government has to take care

of first, which is what Mr. Hew started with, is the ser-
vice delivery of the entities themselves and make sure
they have appropriate staff and systems.

At the end of the day, we're trying to reach the
end client and make sure that the end client is getting
the service, whether that end client is local or interna-
tional. That's where the bulk of Government's money
has to go. Your members should do the promotion of
the marketing of the industry.

I am happy to and I've given a commitment to
the board to talk to industry firms that aren't members
at all, who aren't paying anything. They've had some
success now and | think two or three, or even four have
announced publicly that they have become members;
two more Class A banks now have become members;
and we can then discuss whether or not the existing top
tier membership could contribute more. Now it's at least
getting to where the revenue overall is nearing 50/50,
but government has to stop at some place, because for
the reasons that you indicated the marketing and pro-
motion of the members’ activity should come through
from the members. What we're interested in most im-
portantly is making sure that the public-serving entities
have the resources they need because that's what
counts for the end client.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, the reason why | ask that is be-
cause | can tell you, in a former life, | worked for an
organisation that was a member of Cayman Finance
and we used to cut a cheque, | think for $100,000 per
year, and that was just one organisation. I'm looking at
the list of all these organisations, I'm looking at the
number of people whom they have employed based on
their website and I'm wondering if the membership con-
tribution has remained [in the] at least $100,000 club;
and if so, how many of them have increased from
$100,000 to what it is today? That was about 10 years
ago we were paying $100,000, so I'd be curious to see
what the banks are paying now.

The reason | decided to raise this publicly is so
that when the Premier does go and speak to them, they
understand the political pressure that he will be under
to justify why he's giving them this kind of money. You
can't have situations where some of the people in the
organisation are getting paid more than public servants
and then the public is ticked off about the salaries that
we are paying some public servants in this country
when we're donating money to organisations that are
paying their people more than civil servants are getting
paid, and civil servants are the ones who are getting
paid to really promote this country. | just need to put
that out there publicly so the people can understand the
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pressure that the Premier will be under now to justify
this money going to this organisation.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you.
Through you, Mr. Chair. I've already expressed the
pressure | was under from Caucus. When the overall
ask came in, it's very, very hard to justify it when, to
repeat the last point, what counts to the end user is how
our public services deliver.

The members themselves do their own market-
ing outside of this. We know that the business is com-
ing. We have stats to show month on month that finan-
cial services is growing, so that part of the promotion is
happening itself. We're interested in these sort of key
critical areas and knowing more, and getting more firms
to become members. Now, as | just mentioned, there
are Class A banks that had never been members that
are members now because we have given them the
push to say, we have to stop at some point in govern-
ment. The industry has to lean in and lead this and stay
within your lane of continuing to promote the industry.
We have to take care of the authorities and the agen-
cies.

The Chairman: As there are no further questions, in
accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the ques-
tion as to whether honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule described as NGS 85 - Cayman
Finance, $1,375,000 in 2026 and $1,375,000 in 2027
to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 85 passed.

NGS 94 - Cayman Islands Institute of Professional
Accountants

The Chairman: NGS 94.
Well, the two accountants raced to the mic.

[Laughter]

The Chairman: [Member for George Town East,] Mr.
McTaggart.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Thank you, sir. Through you
to the Premier. Premier, this is a new appropriation this
year and it appears to me that it's going to be used pri-
marily to hiring resources to supervise or to undertake
the anti-money laundering (AML) supervisory func-
tions. Is that correct?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you
Mr. Chair. Yes.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay.

You also mentioned here something about a
consultant. Is any of this money being used to pay con-
sultants?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | think there is
a proposal within CIIPA [Cayman Islands Institute of
Professional Accountants] to have a small consultancy.
The reason for this is what | mentioned previously.
There is a new FATF standard which didn't exist last
round for DNFBPs, so CIIPA now has to become more
than just registering and [being] the accounting profes-
sion standards of itself, they now have to more seri-
ously enter the realm of AML; therefore, they'll need
consultants, they'll need staff.

What | will also tell the member is that | plan
that some of this will be offset from the Auditors Over-
sight Authority (AOA) because that authority has now
lost its way and we’ll be looking to wind it down in 2026,
and the small amount that it got would then be put to
this entity. Once Cayman National Bank (CNB) be-
comes delisted from the stock exchange, there are no
other entities for the AOA to regulate, so it has now lost
its purpose. It needs to be wound down and then its
money will be transferred. What we have earmarked in
our minds is to transfer that money to help CIIPA now
become a quasi-regulator.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Through you, sir. One further
question.

The Chairman: [Member for George Town East,] Mr.
McTaggart.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: This support will be ongoing.
It's not just a two year thing here, it'll be ongoing into
the future.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. Yes.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay. Thank you.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Premier. One question just popped in my mind when
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you mentioned the Auditors Oversight Authority. You
said they have become inactive at this point?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: They've lost
their rationale. There aren't any more entities now for
them to be an authority over.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay. | know you prob-
ably would not have the answer to this question, but
you can send it to me afterwards. | remember that was
one of the government boards where they were getting
paid $4,000 per meeting. From that standpoint, is that
board still being paid, or can you find out if that board
is still being paid?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: That is another
reason why, once | saw Cayman National Bank delist
and they no longer have a purpose, it's not justifying
those fees. It's time to wind it up and close the whole
thing down.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay. Thank you very
much.

I noticed from the purchase agreement on
page 191 that this spend is going from $200,000 this
year to $800,000 next year. That's quite a big jump.
What's the reason for that jump?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. Just so we're clear, we're not talking about
the AOA, you're back now to CIIPA, right?

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Yeah, CIIPA.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It's not a jump.
This is completely new. For 2025, we gave $200,000
so that they could get started, but the actual costing of
what they'll have to do to get through 2026, particularly
to prepare for the FATF 5th Round, is the $800,000; so
this is completely new.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: The last question: you
trust accountants to regulate accountants?

[Crosstalk]
The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: As so aptly
demonstrated by our Chair who's an accountant, who's
regulating the conduct of the Member for Bodden Town
West, who's also an accountant. Yes, I'm comfortable.

[Laughter]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: That's exactly my point,
Mr. Speaker, because men would argue that I'm getting
away with murder!

The Chairman: As there are no further questions, in
accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the ques-
tion as to whether honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule described as NGS 94 - Cayman
Islands Institute of Professional Accountants, $800,000
in 2026 and $800,000 in 2027, to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 94 passed.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: [Member for George Town East], Mr.
McTaggart.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Yes, sir. | don't think any mem-
bers on this side has indicated, so go ahead and put
the rest of it to a vote.

BLOCK VOTE:
TP 63, TP 80, TP 85
OE 6, OE 94, OE 139

El 67

The Chairman: Thank you for your consideration.

Members, therefore, in accordance with Stand-

ing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether hon-
ourable members approve all remaining items on the
Schedule described as —

e TP 63 - Support to Local Business Associ-
ations, $63,750 in 2026 and $63,750 in
2027;

e TP 80 - Support for Business Initiatives,
$50,000 in 2026 and $50,000 in 2027,

e TP 85 - Support to Local Financial Ser-
vices Associations, $93,500 in 2026 and
$93,500 in 2027;

e OE 6 - Contribution to Caribbean Financial
Action Task Force, $84,000 in 2026 and
$84,000 in 2027;

e OE 94 - Organisation for Economic Coop-
eration Development Global Forum,
$55,000 in 2026 and $55,000 in 2027;

e OE 139 - Asset Recovery Inter-Agency
Network for the Caribbean (ARIN-CARIB),
$8,375 in 2026 and $8,375 in 2027; and

e EI 67 - Ministry of Financial Services and
Commerce, $506,500 in 2026 and
$100,000 in 2027,

Parliament of the Cayman Islands



Official Finance Committee Report

Monday, 17 November, 2025 27

to the Bill.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: TP 63, TP 80, TP 85, OE 6, OE 94, OE 139
and El 67 passed.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, may
| have a few closing comments to thank staff, et cetera.

The Chairman: Mr. Premier, just before you do, might
| congratulate you and the Ministers thus far for the de-
tailed schedules that you've provided to the Committee.
Again, something new and innovative in Finance Com-
mittee. It has not been done before and it's very helpful
to the listening public so that there is a balanced view
as to what the NCFC is doing in Finance Committee.
Not only is this more meaningful and impactful so that
the public doesn’t have to try and remember a debate
that happened days ago — and it was just a debate,
just political talk — we are actually providing this Com-
mittee with more detailed information than has ever
been done, and we're also ensuring that the committee
members are getting real detailed commentary around
new initiatives that are in the Appropriation Bill.

This adds to not only members’ knowledge and
information, but it also adds to how this Committee is
heard by the public. We are here as servants of the
public in this public forum and | certainly hope that as
members of the public have listened, they too have
been able to follow along and ensure that they are un-
derstanding how their monies are being spent. Premier,
very good innovation. | welcome your closing com-
ments.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Through you. That was part and parcel of what
we had decided — not trying to rehash what was part
of the House debate, but just to provide, as you say,
balance. The point was, was the debate on the Appro-
priation Bill going to yield this sort of scrutiny and por-
tioned responses? We took the view that there may be
a better way to do this.

You mentioned to me that there were indica-
tions that this had been done in the past and then |
perked up and said, even more so. The way in which
swaths of the community now digest information, more
so [now], it's in splices and sound bites. Let's be inno-
vative.

The scrutiny and examination happens in Fi-
nance Committee anyway, if we have a detailed sched-
ule of the Ministries that will be going next, that takes
away the back and forth of who's going when, and who
will start and who will stop. We have an organised de-

tailed schedule. Each Ministry can provide the over-
arching detail while going into the micro detail in a much
more organised fashion, and it's a way in which the
public can tune in to their heart's delight as to whether
they want to tune in for financial services or tourism,
and so forth.

Yes, time will tell; but certainly the point to be
rejected is, which | would wholeheartedly and com-
pletely disagree with, that it was done as a measure of
deceit. That is not the case. It was whether or not
there's a better way to deliver and examine this im-
portant public information for the next two years of our
fiscal process.

With that Mr. Chair, thank you very much. I'd
like to thank the Chief Officer in the Ministry, all of the
staff, all of the departments, Monetary Authority, Mari-
time Authority, Civil Aviation Authority, the Department
of International Tax Cooperation, DCI; far and wide,
everyone has been working flat out for the country's
number one economic driver. | am so pleased and
thankful to lead a Ministry of incredibly dynamic, intelli-
gent, hardworking civil servants who work under in-
credible pressure [even] outside of the budget process,
just on a daily basis to keep this precious industry of
ours intact. God bless you. Thank you all and may God
continue to bless these Cayman Islands.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Premier.
[Member for George Town East], Mr. McTag-
gart.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Yes, sir. Thank you for your
indulgence. On behalf of our Leader, | echo the same
thanks to everyone who has been here and sat through
all morning, [they have] answered questions and
helped in so many different ways. We are grateful for it
as well. Thank you, sir.

The Chairman: Thank you.
Members, at this stage | would propose we
take the luncheon break and recommence at 2pm.

Committee suspended at 1:10pm
Committee resumed at 2:26pm

The Chairman: Members, | call this meeting of Finance
Committee back to order. Please be seated.

Members, when we took the break we did so at
the end of the appropriations to the Premier in his role
as Minister for Financial Services and Commerce. We
now commence appropriations to the Premier under
another of his ministerial and financial responsibilities,
which are appropriations to the Cabinet Office.

| call on the Premier to make a short statement
to the Committee.
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STATEMENT ON THE APPROPRIATIONS TO THE
PREMIER - CABINET OFFICE

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Good afternoon
and thank you Mr. Chair. In keeping with our current
approach, | offer an opening statement in relation to the
2026-2027 budget of the Cabinet Office.

Mr. Chair, as the Premier, | have a distinct set
of responsibilities and duties separate and apart from
my role as Minister for Financial Services and Com-
merce. In my capacity as Premier, the Cabinet Office
is the Portfolio assigned to me in this constitutional role.
They are the centralised point of collaboration across
the executive branch of Government that bridges the
civil service and the political arm, Cayman Islands Gov-
ernment (CIG) and the relationship with the UK Gov-
ernment, CIG with other Overseas Territories (OTs),
CIG and key international bodies, and most im-
portantly, CIG and the Caymanian people we serve
every day.

The collaborative role that the Cabinet Office
plays can be metaphorically likened to a bridge. A
bridge connects separate points to each other exempli-
fying the Cabinet Office’s coordination function joining
together various parts of Government and indeed Cay-
man to the outside world.

Importantly Mr. Chair, bridges require mainte-
nance and so this budget also recognises the need to
continue to invest in the key tools, services and people
within the Cabinet Office that we as a country have con-
tinued to rely upon and who answer the call quietly and
faithfully.

The Cabinet Office comprises 11 vital depart-
ments and units:

The Office of the Premier provides strategic,
executive, and administrative support to the Premier
and Government Caucus, maintaining neutrality as civil
servants who capably support the government of the
day.

The Cabinet Secretariat supports the Cabinet
and National Security Council by preparing and dis-
seminating Cabinet Agendas, Papers, Minutes and De-
cisions. It also issues Tax Exemption Certificates, ex-
pected to generate $10 million in revenue this year, and
provides secretarial support for the Appeals Tribunal
and Refugee Protection Appeals Tribunal.

The Department of Communications delivers
modern, inclusive, and informative communications
through specialised units covering public relations, ga-
zettes, internal communications, content and produc-
tion, and strategic communications. The Department
manages Government's digital and traditional channels
including CIGTV, gov.ky, and social media platforms,
ensuring all communications meet the six principles of
being accurate, engaging, timely, shared, transparent,
and approved.

The Policy Coordination Unit develops cross-
ministerial policy and provides objective, politically neu-
tral advice to Cabinet and the Premier. The unit en-
sures consistency and quality of Cabinet Papers
through strategic analysis prior to submission.

Hazard Management Cayman Islands (HMCI)
leads the National Comprehensive Disaster Manage-
ment Programme, coordinating activities through the
National Emergency Operations Centre. HMCI builds
resilience through preparedness training, response co-
ordination, communications campaigns, and recovery
planning.

The Cayman Islands National Weather Service
observes, understands, and predicts our weather and
climate while fulfilling international obligations through
valuable monitoring and research.

Radio Cayman provides high-quality educa-
tional, cultural, entertainment, and religious program-
ming across all three Islands. As Radio Cayman cele-
brates 50 years of continuous service, we celebrate
with them and thank them for their faithful service—par-
ticularly their integral role in emergency broadcasts
during storms, hurricanes, and other disasters.

The Information Rights Unit, though small, sup-
ports the entire public sector by leading on freedom of
information (FOI) and data protection. As champions
for transparency, accountability, and ethical use of per-
sonal data, this unit helps Government earn the trust of
the people we serve.

Protocol Office manages diplomatic visits, ad-
ministers the Flag Scheme and honours system, organ-
ises ceremonial events, and manages Heroes Square,
among other responsibilities.

Cayman Islands Government Office — United
Kingdom (CIGO-UK) serves as our official representa-
tion in the UK, facilitating opportunities for Government,
people, and businesses. CIGO-UK has successfully
navigated the transition from Conservative-led govern-
ments to the Labour Government while building rela-
tionships across the political spectrum. Most im-
portantly, our All-Party Parliamentary Group has been
re-established. Cayman's reputation remains strong
and highly respected in both Westminster and White-
hall.

The Strategic Innovation Unit drives digital
transformation within Cabinet Office, promoting digital
efficiency, policy modernisation, and service agility
through centralised project management.

Its contributions to national outcomes, Mr.
Chair, Cabinet Office's remit is both local and global. Its
work contributes significantly to Broad Outcome 6: Ef-
ficient, Effective Public Services and Broad Outcome 7:
Good Governance and Public Safety.

Key Projects for 2026-2027

E-Cabinet (under CBO 2) - Within the next two
years, Cabinet Office will replace outdated manual
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workflows with a secure, paperless digital platform to
manage Cabinet and National Security Council pro-
cesses.

Since our first Constitution in 1959, Cabinet
Papers have been processed manually—a cumber-
some, difficult-to-track system. As the Cayman Islands
has grown, so has the governance structure and the
astounding amount of paper generated weekly.

The e-Cabinet solution will:

e Improve public service delivery through

technology;

e Reduce costs and environmental impacts
of printing volumes of papers for weekly
Cabinet meetings;

e Improve cross-Government communica-
tion and collaboration to streamline deci-
sion-making; and

e Ensure confidentiality, integrity, and ac-
cessibility of Cabinet and National Security
Council documents.

Members of Parliament already benefit from in-
creased efficiency and convenience through stream-
lined creation, sharing, reviewing, approving, and man-
aging of Cabinet documents.

Re-platforming of gov.ky (under CBO 17) - Mr.
Chair, Oracle's announcement that it would end its
web-based content management by December 2025
forced a major pivot. The Department of Communica-
tions has been leading the transition of gov.ky—Gov-
ernment's primary digital ecosystem—to the Liferay
platform. Without this re-platforming, gov.ky and ap-
proximately 60 other Government websites would have
ceased to function entirely. A system failure of this
magnitude would have risked losing public trust, ex-
posed Government to legal and compliance issues,
and interrupted essential communications.

However, with challenges come opportunities.
The new platform delivers improved accessibility,
search optimisation, and analytics capabilities. The es-
timated cost over two years is $2.3 million, directly sup-
porting Broad Outcome 6.

This project also establishes the foundation for
the new Digital Delivery Unit within the Department of
Communications, responsible for maintaining, govern-
ing, and expanding the gov.ky ecosystem.

Thus far, we have:

e Migrated priority sites and prepared 36

core entities for transition;

o Established governance, metadata stand-
ards, accessibility requirements, and new
content models; and

e Conducted content audits, user testing,
and technical on boarding for multiple min-
istries and agencies.

The public will enjoy a fresh product with mod-
ernised navigation, improved search functions, and
more timely content updates. This Herculean effort is
projected to be delivered on time and under budget
thanks to exceptional project management.

National Weather Service Enhancements (un-
der CBO 25) - This budget includes $1.4 million for
completion and fit-out of the National Weather Ser-
vice's new home, with an expected move-in date before
June 2026—right in time for the next hurricane season.
The building will allow better quality observations and
warnings, especially for aviation, while resolving the
hazardous situation of having hydrogen tanks and gen-
erators in the General Aviation Terminal.

The budget also includes $200,000 to establish
a centralised data integration platform, bringing to-
gether weather sensors in a strategic database acces-
sible to key stakeholders, further enhancing public
safety.

Other focus areas include:

¢ Installing four new automatic weather ob-
serving stations;

e Creating a network of storm surge sensors
as part of our early warning system;

e Launching a strategic partnership with the
UK's Met Office to assess our current op-
erations and develop a roadmap for the fu-
ture; and

e A greatly enhanced Weather Service web-
site with improved user experience—and
Mr. Chair, | have challenged the team to
develop an app for easier access to infor-
mation, including views of the newly refur-
bished Kearney Gomez Doppler Radar.

I'm heartened that under Cabinet Office guid-
ance, the radar has had no breakdowns or extensive
downtime over the past two years other than scheduled
maintenance. As hurricane season prayerfully draws to
a close, the radar, which has reached the end of its
lifespan, will be refurbished.

After a competitive procurement process, Leo-
nardo, the company which originally installed the radar,
has won the contract to refurbish and modernise it. This
project commences this weekend, and the radar will be
offline for six weeks to provide the country with much
improved services, data, and accuracy. The new radar
will cost approximately $622,000 and have an expected
lifespan of 10 years.

Mr. Chair, given what we have witnessed with
our beloved neighbours, we are wise to invest in our
local weather service for better forecasts that help us
manage daily activities, save lives and protect property
during adverse weather conditions.

Mr. Chair, in the 2026/2027 budget year, the
Cabinet Office will continue to build bridges of collabo-
ration:

e Across civil service - to ensure high quality
policy advice, policy development and pol-
icy training and the effective communica-
tion of Government’s plans and decisions
across all channels to keep the public duly
informed; and utilisation of a more effective
and efficient E-Cabinet — also, to ensure
best practice and governance in areas
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such as FOI, Data Protection and the com-
munities of practice in both the communi-
cations and policy professions;
Between political and civil service - by sup-
porting the team within the Office of the
Premier, refine the process between Cau-
cus and Cabinet, support joined up Gov-
ernment as exemplified in this budget and
the NCFC coalition agreement and the
public communication of a shared vision
between each Ministry and Portfolio. The
role of the Cabinet Office in supporting the
principle of collective responsibility cannot
be understated;

Between the Cayman Islands and the UK -
through supporting the lines of communi-
cation between the Premier and the Gov-
ernor on agreement of Cabinet Agendas
and co-Chairing the National Hazard Man-
agement Executive and cooperation on
matters of National Security. They also
diplomatically guide the CIG’s relation-
ships across Whitehall and Westminster,
coordinate our preparations for the Joint
Ministerial Council coming up next week,
and circumnavigating the constitutional re-
lationship between the Cayman Islands
and the UK. This will also include the de-
velopment of a new strategic partnership
between the UK’s Meteorological Office
and Cayman Islands National Weather
Service;

Between the Cayman Islands and other
OTs and CARICOM Members - through
training placements and direct support for
other OTs, serving as a liaison between
Caribbean OTs and other regional Heads
of Government, being an active member of
the UK Overseas Territories Association,
managing our Associate Membership of
CARICOM, and coordinating regional dis-
aster management support and hurricane
relief efforts; and

Through enhanced public communications
of our policies and priorities - this includes
our beloved Radio Cayman. This requires
new avenues, channels and approaches to
promote feedback from the community
such as the Public Consultation Hub, sup-
port for community based Disaster Prepar-
edness Management, and improved utili-
sation of weather tools such as our soon to
be refurbished Kearney Gomez Doppler
Radar, as well as work on a special initia-
tive to ensure that the protection and pro-
motion of our Caymanian identity and her-
itage is at the heart of all of our work.

In closing, when the Cabinet Office builds
strong bridges of collaboration, the entire Government
stands firmly connected, empowering our people with
better services, stronger protection, and greater long-
term opportunities.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Premier.
[Member for George Town Central], Mr. Bryan.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | want to say thank
you to the Honourable Premier for the details outlined
in his statement.

Before asking three questions on this state-
ment, | just think it would be important to highlight and
thank the honourable former Premier Wayne Panton
for his visionary decisions about investing in the Na-
tional Weather Service enhancements. | recall how
strongly he fought to make sure the centre was devel-
oped, so it's worthy of highlighting. Also, the All-Party
Parliamentary Group that has been re-established,
which the Honourable Premier was a key component of
when he was the Head for the UK Office, and I'm quite
sure he's excited to hear about the reestablishment of
it.

To my question, Mr. Chairman, [regarding] the
Refugee Protection Appeals Tribunal, in the last admin-
istration, which | was a part of, much of the legislative
changes that were developed were in hopes of speed-
ing up the process of those who were seeking asylum
here on the island. Can the Honourable Premier give
us any updates on whether the process has been re-
duced in time, therefore, reducing the cost to the peo-
ple of the Cayman Islands?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you and
through you, Mr. Chair. | did ask for a report on that to
see if there was any backlog. There's currently no back-
log and we're still looking to see how we can further
enhance the process to expedite decisions far more
quickly. The tribunal appointed is still in action and is
chaired by Ms. Nova Hall.

The Chairman: [Member for George Town Central],
Mr. Bryan, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you Mr. Chairman and thank the
Premier for that answer.

Moving now to the support team for the Hon-
ourable Premier, which has civil servants and political
appointments. Can the Premier say, obviously without
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names or salaries, what positions have been appointed
to support the Premier's Office? Descriptions of their
jobs would be helpful.

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. | was going to come to that under OE 96, but we
could dispense with it now. Or, we can just take it in
order, because there's quite a bit of detail to go through.

[Crosstalk]

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE PREMIER —
CABINET OFFICE

The Chairman: Members, before the Committee are
appropriations to the Honourable Premier in regards to
Cabinet Office.

CBO 1 - Development and Coordination of
Government Policy

The Chairman: We begin with CBO 1 - Development
and Coordination of Government Policy.

Any questions on CBO 1?

Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | want to get your
guidance before | ask the question because the CBO
[1] appropriation description says, “Development and
coordination of Government policy”, and gives quite
a wide description. My question really is why the fees
were not calculated into the budget’s inflation rate; is
that a concern from a policy perspective?

The Chairman: What fees?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: The fees that you listed out on Friday.

The Chairman: Okay, let's be very clear and I'm not
quite sure where we're going to head with this — none
of the fees are going to have inflationary pressures on
the local economy. Here's why: the vast majority of the
fees are financial services-related and do not directly
impact consumption in our domestic economy and
therefore have no inflationary pressures on the domes-
tic economy. We are not rolling out fees that are on fuel
or on goods and services, such as food, et cetera, that
are in the domestic economy. Fees going to accounting
firms do not hit our domestic economy, they audit off-
shore hedge funds, offshore insurance and reinsurance
companies, and the like; therefore, there is no direct
correlation to say this is going to have inflationary pres-
sures that would move the needle on our domestic es-
timate of inflation.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | am assuming
that the ESO [Economics and Statistics Office], who is
charged with the duty and responsibility to make those
considerations to the list of fees highlighted by yourself
on Friday, has given you that confirmation that it will not
have an inflationary effect.

The Chairman: As | described during the delivery of
the statement, the ESO is one of the agencies who had
direct input into the revenue estimates themselves.
Why would they have input into the revenue estimates
themselves and then in another part of this document
not take consideration of them? It's all together.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much. As long as you said it
on the record, because | will question whether or not
ESO was involved, as | am informed differently to that
— but you are the Chair as well as the Minister respon-
sible for that area. | think you answered the question.
Thank you. I'll move on.

The Chairman: Any other questions on CBO 1?
[Pause] No further questions on CBO 1. | put the ques-
tion in accordance with Standing Order 83(3) that hon-
ourable members approve the item on the Schedule
described as CBO 1 - Development and Coordination
of Government Policy in the amounts of $1,993,409 in
2026 and $2,071,299 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 1 passed.

CBO 2 - Support and Servicing to Cabinet and
National Security Council

The Chairman: CBO 2 - Support and Servicing to Cab-
inet and the National Security Council.

| recognise the honourable Member for Bod-
den Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Premier— and this is just a general observation. | no-
ticed overall that expenses increase between 2025 and
2026 by roughly $1.1 million, and then from 2026 to
2027 [by] an additional $500,000; in short, it is $1.1 mil-
lion compared to 2025 and roughly $1.6 million com-
pared to 2027, using 2025 as the base year. | noticed
that a good chunk of it actually occurred in CBO 2.
Some votes went up, some sections went down, and
so I'm just looking for the overall increase between the
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two. Then | also noticed that CBO 2 went back down
again in 2027, so | was just trying to understand where
the costs and the movements are. Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you for
the question. Through you, Mr. Chair. If | could refer the
Member to the table that | circulated, under CBO 2, un-
der the row of variance. There's a 41 per cent increase
variance from 2026 over 2025 and then 23 per cent, the
driver for that is the cost for establishing the e-Cabinet
project.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Yeah, | saw that, which
then begs the other question — this is the accountant
in me — wouldn't that be capitalised or something for a
project of that size?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Some of the
software is also OpEx [operating expenses], so sub-
scription fees. Not all of it is capital in terms of the actual
hardware, some of it is also software.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Then | noticed that the
cost went down from $3.4 million to roughly $3 million
in 2027, so it was that drop back down that kind of threw
me off a bit.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Good question,
so we're hoping that once we've completed the work in
2026, it should be less cost to bring it home in 2027.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay, fair enough.
Thanks.

The Chairman: Any further questions on CBO 2?
Member for George Town East, Mr. McTag-
gart.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Thank you, sir.

Question to the Premier, with this move to a
new platform for communication, the gov.ky domain, it's
not going to affect that, will it? You're not going to be
losing that.

The Chairman: Premier,
The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No Mr. Chair,
and I'll come to talk more about that in CBO 17. This is
just about the e-Cabinet.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay, fair enough. | can wait.

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3)—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, it's a procedural matter, and |
hate going back and forth for the questioning, but it's
because unfortunately, the details around what the
Ministry is doing — which is wonderful. | really like the
statement, | really like this detail. However, what now
happens is that it doesn't give us enough time to quickly
come up with the questions. If this was done in the
budget process the Official Opposition would do its job
properly, go off and study what was said, be able to
research and formulate proper, structured questions;
as opposed to the time pressures of, are there any
other questions, while I'm trying to formulate the areas
and all the information.

| just think it's important to highlight for the rec-
ord, the reason why the conventions are there. | know
I'm going to miss something because we're going very
quickly as I'm digesting the information presented just
within the last couple of minutes.

The Chairman: When a budget debate is done, there's
no guarantee of everything that's in one of these state-
ments being a part of the debate. Let's be very, very
clear. | certainly hope you were that thorough when you
were Minister.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: | surely was, sir.

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the question as to whether honourable
members approve the item on the Schedule described
as CBO 2 - Support and Servicing to Cabinet and Na-
tional Security Council in the amount of $3,413,787 in
2026 and $2,976,326 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 2 passed.
CBO 9 - Protocol Services
The Chairman: CBO 9 - Protocol Services.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, through you. In respect to the
national events, have there been any additions to this
that wouldn't normally be here? | think some of them
were under culture or heritage before, but | can't re-
member. | don't have the time to research right now, so
| guess | can’t ask the question.
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The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, | can
confirm to the Member, there aren't any additional
events added.

The Chairman: Any further questions on CBO 9 - Pro-
tocol Services?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | see that there's a 15 per cent
increase from last year and a 16 per cent increase for
2027 due to support for an increase in transportation
services of officials and visiting dignitaries. Is there an
intended increase of officials? What is the driving cost
for the increase for transportation of dignitaries and of-
ficials locally?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Good question.
Thank you, Mr. Chair. That is in relation to the cost of
the drivers working more hours. As we begin to en-
hance the Protocol Service and explain to the public the
value of having drivers — it saves you a lot of time, if
you remember in your experience, to be able to do work
at the same time and not worry about parking. We're
trying to encourage more of that with more drivers.
Then sometimes, as you know, the days are long and
they're hard. The driver of the cost is the increased
hours to pay the drivers.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Premier.

Through you, Mr. Chairman. | want to first say
that | support this endeavour. | understand, just re-
cently being a Minister, the importance of having that
time and that support. Many nights | was worried about
my colleagues living in the eastern districts after work-
ing so hard, worrying if they're going to be able to get
home due to tiredness and be able to drive. It also in-
creases your productivity.

My next question is the policy component of it.
| know that the Premier is aware that he's [sic] made up
of the functions of two main parties and three independ-
ents, and the party [of] which he's not [a member] out-
lined that they would not be supportive of drivers for
Ministers. From a government policy perspective, how
are you handling that?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you,
good question. We have already started to formulate a
more enhanced driver's policy in terms of the standards
and the training for each of the drivers. Unfortunately,
we do need to recognise, as you see in many other
countries, that there is now a safety component for Min-
isters. We already have a draft of that policy in collabo-
ration between the Cabinet Office and the police. A

couple of Ministers have already previewed it and | plan
to bring it to the full Caucus for approval.

I don't see from the conversations within the
Caucus that the Members who want to opt out of having
a driver would block the rest of us from having a driver;
that's their choice. | do plead with them sometimes be-
cause it really is a safety issue. As you know, we work
incredibly long hours. It just takes one blink on your way
home and that could be it, and you're out a Cabinet
Minister. Heaven forbid.

It really is value for money and a safety issue
and we are putting the policy in place to enhance our
Protocol Services.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much, Premier. Through you,
Mr. Chairman. Just to let the Premier know he has my
full support in this endeavour, because being a Member
who's gone through it, | fully understand. Thank you.

The Chairman: Since there are no further questions on
CBO 9, in accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question that honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule described as CBO 9 - Protocol
Services in the amounts of $1,111,909 in 2026 and
$1,119,280 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 9 passed.
CBO 17 - Government Communications Services

The Chairman: CBO 17 - Government Communica-
tions Services.

[Member for George Town East], Mr. McTag-
gart, | think this was the area that your question to the
Premier would now fall in regards to gov.ky.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: The question | had was basi-
cally what | asked earlier, whether the gov.ky domain
would actually cease to exist because of the change in
the platform taking place.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Good question. No, it wouldn't. The work that's
being undertaken is the underlying platform that sup-
ports it moving from Oracle to Liferay. In fact, it's actu-
ally the opposite. We want to ensure that the platform
is actually expanded and reaches even more channels
and becomes even more efficient and effective. It's the
underlying technology platform that's being replaced,
not what you would see on the surface.
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The Chairman: Any further questions on CBO [17]?
Member for George Town Central, Mr. Bryan.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Radio Cay-
man component doesn't come under this provision, it
comes under CBO 21, right? Okay, I'll wait. Thank you.

The Chairman: Any further questions on CBO 17?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, there is one more. Sorry, |
apologise. Thank you.

Can the Premier give us any updates in respect
to developments in the communication space? | am
very happy that there's a government that understands
that media is important and communication with the
public is important and that rightful investment and in-
novation is being done. | just want to actually give them
an opportunity to talk about that because if in fact you
see new programmes or structures or funding neces-
sary, it's because communication is key to democracy
and representation. Anything new that we can expect,
particularly as social media and media develops so
quickly?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | would be sur-
prised if the vote passed and the Member for George
Town Central did not ask something about communica-
tions, because | know he's passionate about it.

Although there aren't net new posts, what we're
trying to encourage is better pooling of resources and
the use of professional fees by the Department of Com-
munications. The budget, like any other department,
you'd want it to be larger, but what we found is that
since there are embedded communicators within each
Ministry — and | can understand the Minister wanting
to keep their own communications person close — we
still need to enhance the pooling of the information so
that we can maximise the messages that go out to-
wards government, and also make sure that we're us-
ing as many platforms as possible because there are
so many now. A few years ago, it might have just been
Facebook and Instagram, but now it's Snapchat and all
the rest of it. Some people only consume the news that
way, some people don't even pick up the paper any-
more. Itis a rapidly growing area and | think we're going
to have to move with the technological times and en-
sure that there's a better centralisation — not neces-
sarily the people smashed in one department, but cen-
trally coordinated.

The Chairman: [Member for George Town Central],
Mr. Bryan, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm so happy to
hear that. | think the Premier and his team fully under-
stands that. They have my full support and they know
that.

There is one... | can't remember, what's the
Chinese platform called again? TikTok. We had a bit of
a concern with that based on the owners, and therefore
we never had a TikTok account. | just want to know if
we resolved that, because | see that the US has re-
solved their concerns by having a kind of a separate
TikTok for United States as opposed to the TikTok in
the other country that | don't want to talk about.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It's a good
question. | think that our cybersecurity unit has not quite
cleared it as yet, but it is being looked at.

The Chairman: As there are no further questions, in
accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the ques-
tion as to whether honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule described as CBO 17 - Govern-
ment Communications Services for the amounts of
$4,757,219 for 2026 and $5,356,048 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 17 passed.

CBO 20 - Assistance to the Premier and
Administration of the Premier's Office

The Chairman: CBO 20 - Assistance to the Premier
and Administration of the Premier's Office.
[Member for George Town Central], Mr. Bryan.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm not sure if this
would be the area... | slightly doubt it, based on the re-
duction of 25 per cent. This is not the right one.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: What MP Bryan
is looking for is OE 96.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. No questions for me on this one.

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the question that honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as CBO 20 -
Assistance to the Premier and Administration of the
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Premier's Office in the amounts of $1,184,658 for 2026
and $1,185,295 for 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 20 passed.

CBO 21 - Broadcasting of Public Information and
On-Air Programmes

The Chairman: CBO 21 — Broadcasting of Public In-
formation and On-Air Programmes.

Mr. McTaggart, Member for George Town
East.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Just one question, sir. Does
this include the CIG TV, as well as Radio Cayman?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yes, Mr. Chair,
through you.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Thanks.
The Chairman: Any further questions on CBO 21?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. Through you, Mr. Chair. | have a
question. Radio Cayman is obviously our well-trusted
and depended-upon national radio station to which |
give my full support. I'm saddened to see that their
budget has reduced by 5 per cent and 2 per cent, re-
spectively. Maybe the equity injections might have in-
creased, | don't know. When we get there I'll look at it
then. Can the Premier or his team give us the direction
of the advancements of the broadcasting of Radio Cay-
man for me, please?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair, thank you. That's a good question.

I'l give credit where credit is due, the lady
Member for Cayman Brac East put a lot of time in trying
to refurbish not just the studio, but also give them more
post. Due to the length of time for recruitment and pro-
curement, much of it that should have been done, was
not done. | think they have now net three new posts —
| think the appropriation that the lady Member fought for
gave them 10 post. Coming into 2026 and 2027, they
were able to have net new three, but based on us hav-
ing a soft freeze and having to manage OpEx carefully,
we weren't able to add anything further, but the works
that the lady Member introduced are on the way.

The studio component - that refurbishing will
hopefully be done by the end of this year. There's also
the reception area. The procurement had to be rerun
for reasons | won't bore you with, but hopefully we will
still be able to complete it by the end of this year. The
bunker is done. There are two more bunkers that are
not on site, one is in Northward and one is in the on the
Sister Islands. The Northward one is ongoing and the
Sister Islands’ is still on the radar, probably will not be
completed before the end of this year, but it's firmly on
the radar to be coordinated between myself and Minis-
ter DaCosta in dual capacity as district admin and also
for Home Affairs, because a bit of it falls under his area
in Home Affairs.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Can the Minister
say when the broadcast efforts for Radio Cayman will
be added to those many social media platforms you
were talking about? People are not always on one par-
ticular one.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Good question,
it's an excellent question. It's something that we're keen
to do to boost the listening audience of Radio Cayman.
Both this appropriation and the one that had to do with
communications generally, we're trying to link that to
make sure that Radio Cayman gets boosted on far
more platforms. It's just not happening now, and it's a
shame because really good information and content
goes on to Radio Cayman and we need to increase the
viewership.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you for that answer, Premier.

Through you, Mr. Chairman. Can the Premier
give a commitment on timelines? We've been speaking
about this for a couple of budgets and I still only see it
on certain platforms.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Fair, very fair. |
would like to see that increase happen within the first
two quarters of the year. Or at least if it's not all the way,
you see increased exposure for Radio Cayman.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay. I'll follow up with a question by the end
of June if | haven't heard anything by then.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | would wel-
come the PQ [parliamentary question].

[Laughter]
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Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Lastly, Mr. Chairman, in respect to this output
group, Radio Cayman’s principal operation is to allow
the government distribution of information, but also the
opposite side, being the Opposition's opportunity to do
so. If | remember correctly, the model that Radio Cay-
man was trying to develop was that of BBC, which is
funded by the core government, but an independent
body that is not dictated to by the government of the
day. This allows for neutrality and accountability on
both sides.

Can the Minister say if there is a policy outlined
of host talents that they adhere to in respect to the de-
livering of those mandates?

The Chairman: The Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'll double check
whether or not there's a specific policy just over Radio
Cayman, so give me a moment to confer. However,
they'd still be bound by the overall neutrality as civil
servants.

[Pause]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Just as |
thought, there isn't a specific policy in relation to Radio
Cayman, but they are bound by the overall Code of
Conduct to maintain neutrality.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and thank you
Premier for that answer.

How is this policed to ensure that the require-
ments, though there are no specific ones for the entity,
but the overall requirements are adhered to?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Well, certainly,
so | don't stray over to section 55 of the Constitution,
it's not by anyone on the front bench. That would be
squarely within the remit of the Portfolio of Civil Service
and the Deputy Governor.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: That is totally fair, and I'll leave it there, Mr.
Chairman.

The Chairman: If there are no further questions—

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Actually, | have a ques-
tion.

The Chairman: Mr. Saunders, Member for Bodden
Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, the ac-
tual budget cuts— there are some staff positions that
were vacant before, | understand there have been
some cuts. How does that affect remaining staff when
staff are basically being retired?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It is a good
question because, as | said, it would have been ideal to
keep the sup funding posts that they did receive to en-
hance the services even more, but I'm advised that the
entity is appropriately and adequately staffed for day to
day operations. There are a couple of posts that have
individuals who have met retirement, so those jobs
would then become vacant and recruitment in the nor-
mal way would occur.

The Chairman: As there are no further questions, pur-
suant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve the item on the
Schedule described as CBO 21 - Broadcasting of Pub-
lic Information and On-Air Programmes in the amounts
of $2,150,479 in 2026 and $2,229,487 in 2027 to the
Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: CBO 21 passed.

CBO 22 - Services Provided by the London Office

The Chairman: CBO 22 - Services Provided by the
London Office.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Through you to the Honourable Premier. | just
want to confirm that this funding is separate from any
funding that would have been received under the finan-
cial services because of the function it plays with the
students, et cetera; and in answering that, could you let
me know what the positions are of the three team mem-
bers? It's a little confusing, it says, Cayman Islands
Government UK has three team members, two of
whom are Caymanian, and then the Cayman Islands
Government UK Office has a manager who is Cay-
manian. Could you explain the positions of the three?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.
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The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you for
the question. Yes, this is separate from the appropria-
tion under financial services which are all the other of-
fices. The London Office falls under the Cabinet Office
because of the unique role that it plays in terms of com-
munication between Cabinet and myself in the post of
Premier. Then also, on the other end with the Foreign
Commonwealth Development Office.

The makeup is the head of office, Dr. Tasha,
who is, | guess in this sense, the manager, the leader
of the office and supported by two more. Hold on, let
me get the names of their post.

| know one | want to say off the bat, my friend
Phillippa Knights. She's definitely one of them. She's
the other Caymanian, just getting one more.

[Pause]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Then the other
is an admin support who is Caymanian. Dr. Tasha plus
two.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Okay. Thank you. It says the Cayman Islands Govern-
ment UK has three team members, two of who are Cay-
manian. It does go on to say that it has one manager
who is Caymanian.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: It should be bet-
ter worded. There should be three total Caymanians,
one who's the leader and then two subordinates.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | see that the in-
crease in the cost is merely due to the cost related to
Cayman Day. Was Cayman Day always under this pro-
vision? | thought it was with culture and heritage before.
No?

The Chairman: Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: No. It's always
been under this [item]. It doesn't mean that we don't
necessarily have another Ministry contribute, but the
appropriation itself has always been here.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay. Thank you.

The Chairman: Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule entitled CBO 22 - Ser-
vices provided by the London Office in the amounts of
$1,477,531 in 2026 and $1,482,319 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 22 passed.

CBO 24 - National Hazard Preparedness,
Mitigation, Response and Recovery Services

The Chairman: CBO 24 - National Hazard Prepared-
ness, Mitigation, Response and Recovery Services.
Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First, | want to
start off by congratulating the Hazard Management
Cayman Islands (HMCI) and their team for the excel-
lent work they've been doing over the years. | must say
that the preparation and communication with members
has been at the highest level. | am happy that we have
not had to use their services, but | felt that we would be
prepared if anything happened.

Are there any communications or connections
to a potential NiCE programme with this group in re-
spect to if there were to be a clean-up exercise? I'm just
trying to find synergies where the programme could
help us as we transition in the labour market, immigra-
tion controls and all that. We will have that line of peo-
ple who are not finding work where things like this could
be a synergy. If so, would the Government consider it?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Let me make
sure | understand the question, or the suggestion. Tell
me if I'm wrong — is it that this entity helps manage the
NiCE programme or have people who work for the
NiCE programme? Can you just clarify the question?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Definitely not manage it.

[Laughter]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | didn’t think so.
Just clarify it for me.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Not manage it. I'm talking about having part-
nerships with the Minister who is responsible for deliv-
ering the NiCE programme to coordinate in the event
of. As you can seg, it says, coordinating distribution and
relief supplies, clean-ups of debris. First thing you hear,
clean up, | think, okay, there's an opportunity here,
right?

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair,
through you. If the question is in terms of collaboration
and when there is, hopefully not a disaster, but even a
downpour of rain that they can use their technology
which has increased in the last few years to pinpoint
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exactly which area is affected the most, there should
be that collaboration. The programme itself as you al-
luded to earlier would be run under the Ministry of
PLAHI [Planning, Lands, Agriculture, Housing & Infra-
structure].

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly, Elected Mem-
ber for Cayman Brac East: Thank you, Mr. Chairman
to the Honourable Premier. In light of [Hurricane]
Melissa on Jamaica, is there any cause for further scru-
tinising of the policy to ensure that we can adapt to the
evolving environmental climate change effects, espe-
cially in the Caribbean?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Yeah, we can
always do more. What I've been impressed with, with
this particular unit is their reach in the region in terms
of the information that they gather, the data analytics
that they're able to obtain and the technology that
they've been incorporating.

They will also be working in hand with the Min-
istry of Sustainability and Environment in terms of cli-
mate change policy because it's real, we're seeing the
effects of it. As you know, an avid watcher of the
weather, it was close. Melissa could have been us. The
more in which we're able to adapt climate mitigation
policies, the better off we will be. Yes, this unit plays an
integral role.

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East,
continuing.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you Mr.
Chair and thanks to the Honourable Premier. As a fol-
low up, is there any elasticity in the current budget for
capital acquisition for more Starlinks? Again, in light of
what we saw occurring in Jamaica — and if not, that's
fine, as long as one's attention is brought to it. | know
it's a fairly new technology and some in the private sec-
tor have accessed it from what | understand. We have
moved along from where we were several years ago,
but | think that perhaps the Honourable Premier and his
team may want to ensure before June next year that
we are well up, because that's another lesson | cer-
tainly learned from looking at Jamaica.

The Chairman: Premier as you answer it, recall that on
Friday, we have just approved Starlink via OfReg.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: That's correct.
That's the answer to the lady member’s question. Alt-
hough not within this entity’s remit, it is useful to them
in terms of getting that connectivity of Starlink. With that
clearance from OfReg underway and hopefully some

capital from PLAHI that will then be another backup
source of Starlink.

The Chairman: As there are no further questions, pur-
suant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve the item on the
Schedule entitled CBO 24 - National Hazard Prepared-
ness, Mitigation, Response and Recovery Services in
the amounts of $1,985,867 in 2026 and $2,087,843 in
2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 24 passed.
CBO 25 - Meteorological Services
The Chairman: CBO 25 - Meteorological Services.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman.

The Chairman: | caught the eye of—

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: | will cede to the Leader
of the Opposition.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | note that this used to be
under tourism. | would have thought that the Minister of
Tourism would like to be able to control the weather,
you know, but— just a bit of levity there this afternoon.

Mr. Chairman, through you. Would the Honour-
able Premier like to give an update on the radar re-
pairs? | know it's down.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | had a sum-
mary of it in my opening statement, but it has come to
its end of life. A new one is coming online now. The
radar will be down for about six weeks so that work can
continue. The team is quite confident that (and let's
hope that they're right) with cold fronts coming in, the
hurricane season is, in effect, over. They will then in
that six week period, rely on regional tools to make sure
that they can still predict the weather and monitor the
weather, but then it should be updated at six weeks and
the lifespan should be for another 10 years.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West, Mr.
Saunders.
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, thank
you very much. This question could have also gone un-
der OE 125 but I'll just ask it now.

One of the things that we saw during the US
Government lockdown was that their hurricane centre
basically got closed down in the process. We are basi-
cally very dependent in the Caribbean, there are certain
things that we have taken for granted and now we rec-
ognise that the US is having its own challenges right
now. From a Caribbean standpoint, while | recognise
that this is an expensive endeavour, is there something
that we're looking at regionally where we can be a little
bit more self-sufficient with regard to weather services,
as opposed to depending on an agency that provides a
very valuable service that we see now can be shut
down.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | think so. Let
me just confer to give you an updated answer. | think
so though.

[Pause]

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you,
Mr. Chair. As | suspected we're developing stronger
links within the Caribbean. Within the US as a backup,
there is a contract with the University of Texas, building
a relationship with the University of Texas through
John-Paul to be able to have that resiliency in case we
can'trely on it. Then in addition to that, we're also build-
ing resiliency with the UK Met Office. In the event the
US goes down, we still have some capability.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thanks, | just wanted
to make sure that you guys were talking to my constit-
uent, John-Paul, that's all. Correct answer. Thank you.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, | saw
him smile when | said the name, so | figured that was
the route.

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Could the Honourable Premier confirm whether
or not we are still a Member of the CMO, or the Carib-
bean Met Office? There are advantages that they offer
the region — now that the radar is down and would ob-
viously create a black spot.

Secondly, if | may have two in one, Mr. Chair,
seeing that we are in Europe for our financial services
protection of the jurisdiction, | wonder if the Premier
would give an undertaking to add to the agenda in due
course, the possibility of having a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Euro because it has proven to be
a much more accurate forecaster and predictor plat-
form.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Through you.
Yes, I'm happy to give that undertaking to the lady
Member, Mr. Chair. Take Hurricane Melissa, for exam-
ple, when we were watching the different models, you
could see that the EU model was also helpful. Now, in
this example, people may have said that it was a bit
more cautious and it looked a little bit scarier for Cay-
man under that model, but what it did is it helped en-
hance our preparedness that Melissa could have hit us.
So yes, I'm happy to give that undertaking and yes, we
are still a Member of the Caribbean region, so we still
have that resource to rely on, particularly in the six
weeks while the radar is being reconstructed.

The Chairman: Mr. McTaggart, Member for George
Town East.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Thank you, sir, | appreciate it.
Through you to the Premier. | wasn't quite sure what
you were saying with regard to the Doppler radar. Is it
the case that what's there now has reached its end of
life, all the guts are going to be taken out, and new ones
put in, or are we looking at just overhauling and replac-
ing parts?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you. |
think it would be more accurate to describe it as a re-
furbishment, than a complete tear down and rebuild.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay. Then | read somewhere
in here too that with regard to the Automatic Weather
Observation Systems, AWOS, you're going to have
four of them. Could you tell me where they're going to
be located?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. There's already one in George Town, so we're
looking at West Bay, North Side, Brac and Little Cay-
man.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Will these observation sys-
tems be tied in to the airport and air traffic control there
so that planes can gain access to this information, ra-
ther than the current system we have of hourly up-
dates?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: I'm advised that
it will be tied in to air traffic control.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Okay, good. Huge improve-
ment.
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One final question. When is the new Met Office
slated for completion?

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | think we said
that it was June 2026.

Mr. Roy M. McTaggart: Sorry if | missed it.
The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Premier. This
is just a general observation more than anything else. |
recall when John-Paul Clarke reached out to us in
terms of recognising the challenges and seeing how we
could work with different entities to enhance our own
weather services, but the message | want to send to
residents and everyone who call the Cayman Islands
home is that it is through efforts like these, when people
reach out to us to offer unsolicited assistance, that is
welcome. | want to say to members of the public who
have knowledge of many things — just reach out to an
MP or to someone in Government if you have a great
idea, because sometimes these things can originate
from people in the public.

We have a very diverse population. We have
people from over 130 different countries. That's people
with 130 different experiences that we can all learn
from. | welcome everyone who calls the Cayman Is-
lands home to take that kind of approach of saying, you
know what? We see something [already] tried in our
country; it worked or it didn't work; be careful of doing
this, be careful of doing that. Maintain those communi-
cation lines and just take advantage of the diverse so-
ciety that we have.

| just want to make that general observation.
Thanks, Mr. Chairman

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | take the ob-
servation on board, thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman, just also to echo the deputy's comments on
the wonderful job that the HMCI team does. Also, to
congratulate the Met Office and Mr. Powery during the
tracking of this storm.

[Desk thumping]

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: He
stood there in the face of the HMCI executive under

questions about whether he is sure that the storm is
going to turn. He reassured us and provided all the sci-
entific details and his experience really shone through-
out that process. | felt sorry for him sometimes, but |
want to thank him for reassuring us because we were
all under pressure from our constituents. | want ply-
wood, | want this, and we were saying just relax, hold
on. | want to recognise that and thank him for his pro-
fessionalism.

The Chairman: Thank you. Yes. We have many re-
sources in government and we have to rely on those
who are best positioned in those specific areas.

Any further questions? No further questions. In
accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put the ques-
tion as to whether honourable members approve the
item on the Schedule entitled CBO 25 - Meteorological
Services in the amounts of $2,936,365 in 2026 and
$2,979,309 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: CBO 25 passed.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman, | don't know if anyone has any questions on
TP 58 and TP 128.

TP 58 - Support for Services of the Red Cross
TP 128 - Sponsorships and Community Support

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Honourable
Leader of the Opposition. In accordance with Standing
Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether honoura-
ble members approve the items entitled —
e TP 58 - Support for Services of the Red
Cross, $70,000 in 2026 and $70,000 in
2027; and
e TP 128 - Sponsorships and Community
Support, $150,000 in 2026 and $150,000
in 2027,
to the Bill.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: TP 58 and TP 128 passed.

Other Executive Expenses
OE 96 - Executive Salary Reimbursements
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The Chairman: OE 96 - Executive Salary Reimburse-
ments.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | think this is the opportunity
where the Premier was going to outline the support staff
for his office.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you.
Through you, Mr. Chair. The verbiage of reimburse-
ment is odd. | think that's probably just some historical
hangover that probably should be... It's not quite clear,
let’s put it that way. It is the line item of the budget which
covers the staffing that's politically appointed versus an
earlier line item that are civil servants.

In this case, on taking office, | asked the Cabi-
net Office staff in terms of the volume of work that
comes to the Office of the Premier, what have they
seen as a model that seemed to be efficient, productive
and solid? To give credit where credit is due, they
pointed to the structure formed under former Premier,
Sir Alden, where he had five staff, so we set up an or-
ganisational structure modelled off of that.

The only difference in this case, which required
two more posts, is that this is more of a structured coa-
lition. To share resources per our coalition agreement,
we allowed each of the two groups, being TCCP and
CINP [Cayman Islands National Party], if they would
like an executive advisor to them sitting in the Office of
the Premier so that they're on the spot when policy is
being reviewed and questions come in both locally and
internationally, and then offered the same to the Inde-
pendents.

Thus, rather than under Sir Alden where there
are five, we have seven. The Chief of Staff is under Ms.
Pilar Bush; for the National Party itis Ms. Juliet Du Feu;
and for the Independents, they selected Richard Parch-
ment. We have a data analytics person who has just
started recently in Joel Burke; Natasha Whitelock is the
Caucus Secretary; Director of Community Engagement
is Mr. Anthony Ramoon; and then there's an Opera-
tions Assistant day to day, Ms. Diane Welds — so
seven in total.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much. That's great detail. |
guess that would explain the $661,000 increase in that
line item from the previous administration.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Correct.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay, thank you.

The Chairman: Any further questions? There are no
further questions. Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), |
put the question as to whether honourable members

approve the item on the Schedule entitled OE 96 - Ex-
ecutive Salary Reimbursements in the amounts of
$1,261,608 in 2026 and $1,273,608 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: OE 96 passed.
[Crosstalk]

BLOCK VOTE:
OE 125, OE 132, El 36

The Chairman: Thank you members. We will put the
question to the following items on block.

Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the
question as to whether honourable members approve
the remaining items on the schedule entitled —

e OE 125 - Caribbean Disaster Emergency

Management Agency Membership,
$116,400 in 2026 and $116,400 in 2027;

e OE 132 - Depreciation on Cabinet Office
Executive Assets, $350,000 in 2026 and
$350,000 in 2027; and

e EI 36 - Cabinet Office, $3,454,877 in 2026
and $1,128,117 in 2027,

to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those

against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: OE 125, OE 132 and EIl 36 passed.

The Chairman: | would like to invite the Premier to give
a wrap up statement, if he should wish, on the conclu-
sion of the appropriations to the Cabinet Office.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr.
Chair, through you. I'd like to thank all Members of Cau-
cus for their support and the Members of the Opposi-
tion for their questions. Thank you very much. | thank
the staff led by Samuel Rose; | know it's not easy man-
aging leaders, but you do a very good job in your diplo-
matic and faithful way, including all of the entities and
agencies that support you and support us.

In particular, just as seen in recent weeks as
the Leader of the Opposition mentioned, it really was a
heartening sight to see all of the agencies that make up
the Weather Service and Hazard Management come
together as we were monitoring [Hurricane] Melissa. It
was as hairy as the Leader of the Opposition described
and Acting Director Kerry was under major pressure.
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All of the agencies were under major pressure, but they
performed brilliantly. They also stepped up when Cay-
man lIslands was no longer in the focus of Melissa,
stepped up in terms of helping us organise supplies for
Jamaica; so a huge effort.

| look forward to the Weather Service being im-
proved even further and all of the communication touch
points that we mentioned being enhanced in 2026 and
2027, and getting on with an e-Cabinet.

Thank you, Sam Rose and to all your directors
and managers. God bless.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, if | can say thank you to the
staff for their amazing work as well. We appreciate you.
We're not there in the Office like them, but we love you
as well and we thank you for your hard work.

[Desk thumping]

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General, Portfo-
lio of Legal Affairs — | can only hope that they love you
as much.

[Laughter]
[Pause]

The Chairman: Colleagues, we will now examine out-
put groups to be purchased by the Honourable Attorney
General, found on page 41 of the Appropriation Bill, Ap-
propriations to the Attorney General, starting with LGA
1.

Welcome to the Committee, Honourable Attor-
ney General, and your massively impressive body of
support.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, just for the record, the support staff
you see here are from the Portfolio of Legal Affairs,
some from the Judicial Department and the DPP’s [De-
partment of Public Prosecution] Office as well.

Mr. Chair, also, | must apologise, | don't have
an opening statement as such, but given that except for
the Law School we are essentially a referral agency, it's
difficult for us to make projections. We basically depend
on referrals from other agencies over which we have
no control. We provide primarily legal advice and legal
representations for courts and tribunals on behalf of
Government and government agencies. Our society
has become extremely litigious and therefore we find
ourselves spending much time in court and before tri-
bunals.

The FRA [Financial Reporting Authority] as
usual is in the business of receiving, analysing and dis-
tributing suspicious activity reports, and also dealing
with sanctions, including international sanctions. Our

portfolio budget requests for approximately $11 million,
certainly in respect of Legal Portfolio, is geared towards
facilitating these services, Mr. Chair. We will be happy
to answer any questions as it relates to these entities.
Thank you.

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

LGA 1 - Legal Advice and Representation in
Civil Matters

The Chairman: LGA 1. | recognise Mr. Saunders,
Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman and thank the Attorney General for his
opening remarks. | have gone through his financial
statements and | think, maybe outside of the Premier, |
have full confidence in his CFO.

[Laughter]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Generally speaking, |
noticed that the increase is roughly a million dollars, us-
ing 2025 as a base year, and | know this is primarily
driven by staff. There is nothing major that jumps out
other than the fact that their full-time staff is moving
from a forecasted position of 74 this year, to 80 in 2026
and 81 in 2027, which pretty much justifies the in-
crease.

With that Mr. Chairman, the six new positions
that the AG has in his budget, what do those new posi-
tions generally cover?

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you.

First of all, we're looking to hire two additional
drafters for the Portfolio. There is an increase in de-
mand for drafting services and it is important that we
position ourselves to accommodate those requests.
We are also hoping to hire a couple of analysts for the
Financial Reporting Authority, primarily three additional
staff there to handle not just the volume of suspicious
activity reports, but also to help with sanctions which
has quite a bit of traffic in recent times because of the
international nature of these things, including what is
happening with Russia and Ukraine, and UK and other
countries imposing sanctions. That is primarily the bulk
of the hiring.

Just to confirm, they are filling vacant posts,
Mr. Chair.

The Chairman: Any further questions on LGA 1?
Honourable Member, continuing.
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman and thank the Honourable Attorney Gen-
eral for that response.

In terms of drafters — and I'm kind of glad he
said that — recognising that the Attorney General’s Of-
fice also provides support to Parliament, one of the
things | think other MPs would find quite useful is, rather
than sometimes bringing motions, if we want to make
an amendment to legislation will at least one of those
drafters be assigned to assist Members of Parliament
in that regard? Or is it strictly for Government, and Par-
liament should be looking for their own resources?
Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank the honourable mem-
ber for the question. There is no hard and fast rule
that’s says that we can't assist. We certainly would be
happy to do so, within resources. However, what we
would understandably prefer is if we are given ade-
quate notice and full background that leads up to the
request for assistance. | find sometimes we are basi-
cally being asked on the spot within the Chambers,
within the hall here, to assist with crafting legal lan-
guage, and so on. It is not that easy for our drafters to
basically sit down and turn those into acceptable legis-
lative jargons; so within resources, honourable Mem-
ber, we'd be happy to assist.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much.
My last observation for now, recognising others may
want to question you, | just want to extend my thanks
to your Law Reform Commission team. I'm one of those
who actually enjoys reading their reports. They did a
very good job on the recent Appeals Tribunal Bill also,
quite a while back, but it gave me a chance to go back
and read it. They did some pretty good work there and
| just want to thank and recognise them for the work
that they have done because | know it's not easy.

With that Mr. Chairman, | will close off for now.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. By way of a re-
sponse to the somewhat non-statement statement that
was delivered, | think it's important for the record that
unless your Ministry or your portfolios of responsibility
intend to do nothing new, it's important that you give the
indication of what the country can expect from your
area as a portfolio for the next two years. That's the
purpose of a budget debate. The details are essential.

Sadly, | know that you may have been the vic-
tim of a premature shutdown of the budget, because
from all of my research, most times the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Deputy Governor would give contributions
as to what to expect from their areas of responsibility

— any new highlights, changes, intended things to ad-
dress over the two-year period. | am saddened be-
cause | can't do my job properly to examine those
things today to say whether they're good, bad or indif-
ferent.

Anyway, with that being said, | think you
opened up the door about the legal advice to MPs in
Parliament. Though you have highlighted that there's
no hard and fast rule preventing you from doing it, |
would say the opposite is true — there is no hard and
fast rule mandating that you do it. As a Member of Par-
liament and the resources necessary for me to do my
job in the Opposition, it is essential that we outline what
is available to me without subjectivity.

The question is, do the Opposition Members
have a right to get services from you? If your answer is
no, which is highly possible, we have to address the
support systems for Members of Parliament on the op-
posite side of Government. Hopefully, that question is
clear.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: It is
clear, but it is broad. You ask whether you are entitled
to services from us, now what does that entail?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Services meaning, if | call, can you say no. If
| need legal drafting for Bills —

An Hon. Member: Or interpretations.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Member — or interpretations. |
find it rather peculiar, where your job is to legally advise
the Government, legally advise His Majesty's repre-
sentative and the Opposition, which puts you in a very
difficult spot. | think the roles should be separated and
| think there's been some considerations for separation
of those things from before. Right now, I'm trying to se-
cure the sources of support for this side. | know you will
answer any beck and call from the Premier and the
Governor, but we need to know without question where
we will get the support to do our job in the Opposition.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you.

The Attorney General is the advisor to the Par-
liament, not the Opposition. To the extent that there are
issues being distilled in the Parliament that requires a
legal input, the Attorney General's Chamber will pro-
vide that sort of assistance. If you are thinking about
getting legal advice in a position where that puts you in
an adversarial situation with the Government, then
clearly as you rightly and astutely pointed out that
would be very difficult for the Attorney General’'s Cham-
bers to do.

However, to answer the lady member who
voiced a comment “and interpretation of legislation”,
that is something that we provide to anybody, because
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whatever interpretation we give, it doesn't depend on
who it is, it depends on the facts and the law. That is
something that we could readily provide whether you
are in Opposition or Government. That is our interpre-
tation of the legislation. After all, we are responsible for
drafting them, so we think we have an idea what it
should be saying.

The Chairman: Honourable Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Attor-
ney General. That gives some level of clarity to our pre-
dicament that we're in; so, certainty for interpretation,
but potential hurdles for drafting. | am certain that our
Clerk would be recalling the inputs into this Parliament
as we try to clarify the structure upon which support will
be available for Opposition. I'll leave that there. | think
enough has been said.

Mr. Chairman, my other question for the Attor-
ney General as the legal advisor to the Government is
my concern over some of the legalities of some of the
fee structures presented. One in particular is the legal-
ity to enforce fees on non-Caymanian drivers and their
vehicles. Have you been consulted in respect to the le-
gality of that?

The Chairman: Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, honourable
member for the question. We don't usually say whether
or not we advised the Government on a particular is-
sue. In dealing with legislation, including the appropria-
tion legislation, there is a presumption of legality, so if
the Government sought to impose fees, the presump-
tion is that, until a court says otherwise, that it is legal.
Until we get to that stage, the presumption is that what-
ever the Government is seeking to do here enjoys le-

gality.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Honourable Attorney General.
Through you, Mr. Chairman. | guess then it would make
no sense to ask you whether you think it would be en-
forceable to do such a thing.

The Chairman: Probably not.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: The
presumption is that it is enforceable.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay. Thank you so much.
Next question, through you, Mr. Chair.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. Moving on to the Law Reform
Commission. | know the Honourable Premier men-
tioned a series of reforms that will be addressed, [in-
cluding] from election reforms. Let's stick to that one.
Can you give us any update on where we are with the
process of completion of the recommendations to Cab-
inet for consideration?

The Chairman: Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chair and thank the honourable mem-
ber for the question. | think he is thinking in particular
about the issue to do with cannabis and the lottery.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: No, not really, but you can highlight those
two. | was actually talking about the reform to the elec-
tion finance support as well, but you can stick to those
two. | just want to give the public some updates on
where we are with some of those reforms.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Okay, so in respect of the referendum issues, for ex-
ample, the cannabis, the Law Reform Commission has
done the scoping paper, basically mapping out the is-
sues to be to be looked at. | think the scoping papers
were done in October. That is then going to inform
some wider consultations, and following that exercise,
a report will be done which will be accompanied by rec-
ommendations and potentially draft Bills which will give
the Government the various options. It is then for the
Government to make a policy decision as to what, if
any, of the recommendations will be taken on board.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Attorney General.

Through you, Mr. Chairman. How long do you
think before we can have the conclusion/the report
completion for Cabinet to consider?

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, if |
could make a brief intervention. On this matter of the
two referendum questions that were yeses that were
deposited with the Law Reform Commission, the Hon-
ourable Attorney General wasn't there. In his place was
the Solicitor General, and | appeared as a guest to
make sure that they were taking on board those two
items at their last meeting. As the Honourable Attorney
General has said, they have agreed to accept the ques-
tions, they started a scoping paper and they're going to
come back with details.

| plan to give a statement to the House with a
full update in the December meeting. They recently
wrote to me. | haven't had time to unpack it yet, but |
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give you an undertaking that in the December meeting,
I'll make a statement.

What | will say is, my observation from the
meeting is that they were very enthusiastic to get into
both questions and deliver the Government advice on
how to proceed with their consultations. The timing will
be different, because one subject matter is... | don't
want to use the word easier, but it's a little bit more
straightforward in terms of the decriminalisation of
small amounts of marijuana. That one has a more
straightforward path. What to do in terms of a national
lottery, there were wider issues that they wanted to con-
sider, so the timing will be different. | think one will be
shorter than the other, but | give an undertaking to have
a statement ready for the December meeting.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Premier.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much, Premier. Very well de-
tailed. Don't need to go any further with that.

If | can move my attention to another area of
elucidation. The previous administration solidified
through a Cabinet approval paper for the compulsory
acquisition of a very well-known location called Red
Spot, the fisherman's bay. Can you give the country an
update on that, within the legal parameters obviously
before the courts, just to ensure that there has been no
deviation from that policy position to do so?

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you Mr. Chair and thanks to the honourable
member for the question. The matter is before the court
and it is winding its way, if | might put it that way. | think
a hearing date is set for March of next year before the
Grand Court, so it is progressing as we speak.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you so much, Attorney General. Mr.
Chairman, that's it for me for now. Thanks.

The Chairman: If there are no questions—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, actually...

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: I'll give way to the
Member for George Town Central.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.
Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-

position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | see you being so
gracious to me today.

The Chairman: As always.
[Laughter]

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, another piece of legislation
that was hoped to have been drafted, | don't know if the
Attorney General can give us some information on it,
was to do with the appropriate measures of protection
for women particularly. | wouldn't even say only for
women, but that is more media publicised — pepper
spray to protect women. I'm quite sure it can protect
men as well. Men are also vulnerable. Can you give us
an update on where we are with that?

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair, if |
can make a brief intervention.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: | believe this
was in response to a PQ, and the response to the PQ
is that we would, as a Cabinet, form a working group to
look at various factors in bringing that legislation for-
ward. That Cabinet Paper (CP) was approved and the
working group will start.

Your next question was when will they be
done? There's a timing in that CP; I'll message the Cab-
inet Secretary as he or his designate is the chair of that
committee. I'll come back to you on the timing, but the
Cabinet Paper was approved and their work is going to
start.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, through you. I'm going to ask for
a little bit of leeway. | want to read something here from
the Constitution and just ask the Attorney General for
his interpretation or his view, since it is something that
he outlined earlier. This is on page 28 [sic] of the Con-
stitution, under the Bill of Rights section and it deals
with non-discrimination, section 16 to be exact. It reads:
“16. (1) Subject to subsections (3), (4), (5) and
(6), government shall not treat any person
in a discriminatory manner in respect of the
rights under this Part of the Constitution.
(2) In this section, “discriminatory” means
affording different and unjustifiable treat-
ment to different persons on any ground
such as sex, race, colour, language, reli-
gion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, association with a national
minority, age, mental or physical disability,
property, birth or other status.
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(3) No law or decision of any public official
shall contravene this section if it has an ob-
jective and reasonable justification and is
reasonably proportionate to its aim in the
interests of defence, public safety, public
order, public morality or public health.”

Now subsection (4), which is the crux of what |
want to ask. It says:

“(4) Subsection (1) shall not apply to any

law so far as that law makes provision—
(a) for the appropriation of revenues
or other funds of the Cayman Is-
lands or for the imposition of taxa-
tion (including the levying of fees
for the grants of licences);
(b) with respect to the entry into or
exclusion from, or the employment,
engaging in any business or profes-
sion, movement or residence
within, the Cayman Islands of per-
sons who are not Caymanian;”

What do you understand from that part of the
Constitution? | know you're very familiar with it, but |
just wanted to get your take on it.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you honourable member. It is pretty much self-
explanatory.

The Chairman: Please explain, Honourable Attorney
General. | was going to wrap that up at the end, but
please explain.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: It
provides the Government with wide berth, if | might put
it that way. A margin of appreciation in certain under-
takings, if you will, [to] craft legislation in a way that can
make distinctions or preferential treatment. Especially
for certain trades or in the case of immigration, the Gov-
ernment has the wide berth to carry out preferential
treatment, say for Caymanians, without running afoul of
the general discriminatory provisions in the Constitu-
tion. | always like to say that, the way that is crafted it
is not meant to be a sword, it is meant to be a shield. If
the Government embarks on a particular course which
ended up having preferential treatment for a certain
sector for Caymanians, or designating certain busi-
nesses for Caymanians, and the Government is chal-
lenged, the Government can resort to those provisions
as a shield for undertaking those sort of policy deci-
sions.
| hope | assisted you.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central, do
you want to retract the earlier statement or question?

[Laughter]

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: No, not really, but | am very happy that we
are getting clarity, because what is most important in
this honourable House is clarity to what we're doing. By
all means, | don't think that anyone would want us not
to get clarity on the revenues upon which we depend
for the balancing of our budget. In light of an almost $10
million subsection of revenues coming from that area,
it would only be important to examine that.

| would also like to say thank you to my col-
league for highlighting that provision within the Consti-
tution as it is quite relevant and gives the support to the
Government, but the foundation of the question posed
about the legality of some subsets of the revenue
bunch was on the basis of — we've tried similar things
before that did not hold up in court.

| know that you would recall our amazing Chief
Justice before she was Chief Justice, making a ruling
on things that were suggested to be discriminatory be-
tween Caymanians and non-Caymanians in respect to
rights to do things — we're talking about the fishing sit-
uation. Maybe my distinction was not relevant, and ap-
ples to [oranges]—

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: No,
no. That's fine.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: —but my concern was based on that. Maybe
you can give some clarity.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: If
you're talking about the fishing matter, | don't think it
crystallised into a decision. | think what she did was
make an observation, but she never made a ruling, if |
recall, that it was discriminatory. She did make an ob-
servation about the propriety of it, if you will, but
stopped short of saying that it was discriminatory.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Attorney General.

I'll say this to the Honourable Minister of Fi-
nance and Chair, it seems as if the interpretation is that
full authority is there for you to raise those necessary
monies and | wish you well as a Government in that
respect.

[Inaudible interjection]
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Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: For all of us.

The Chairman: Thank you.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Moving on to the next question.

Attorney General, you may recall that we
passed some legislation in the administration where the
Honourable Sir Alden MclLaughlin was Premier last,
and in that legislation, it had to do with the ratio of prac-
ticing attorneys within the Cayman Islands context as
well as foreign context. If my memory serves me well,
some of the sections of that legislation are going to be
enacted soon.

There are concerns in the community that the
ratios agreed to when that legislation was passed may
be adjusted and not in the best interest of the Cay-
manian attorneys. Let me explain and you can either
confirm or deny this is happening, so those Caymanian
attorneys can feel more comfortable.

Basically, | don't know the exact figure, but
there's a ratio within the parameters of how many non-
Caymanians practicing outside of Cayman, who are not
called to the bar, are in a company compared to how
many [Caymanian practicing attorneys] the company
has to have — hypothetically speaking, 6:1. This is an
example. That's not the number, | don't recall the num-
ber off the top of my head, but maybe you do. The con-
cern now is that there is an intention to reduce that to,
hypothetically speaking, 3:1, which will obviously re-
quire fewer lawyers locally and [have] less need for
Caymanian lawyers.

If that is not the case, I'd be happy to hear from
you today. I've spoken with the Honourable Premier
who has not had any indication of that. Are you aware
of such thing? Is there any intention to do so? Can you
give any clarity?

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: I'm
aware of the ratio, it is 1:1, and it is provided in the pri-
mary legislation. There has not been any discussion
that I'm aware of to amend the law to change that ratio.
Honourable member, if there was such a discussion, it
would more than likely be in the Legal Services Coun-
cil, of which | am a Member and is chaired by the Hon-
ourable Chief Justice. We haven't had any discussion
about that. It's not on the table as far as I'm aware. As
| said to you before, if it is in the primary legislation it
would have to come here.

The Chairman: Any further questions on LGA 17
There are no further questions on LGA 1. Pursuant to
Standing Order 83(3), I'm requesting honourable mem-
bers to vote on the following output group LGA 1 - Legal
Advice and Representation in Civil Matters for the
amounts of $3,272,045 for 2026 and—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

| do apologise, | think the Standing Orders al-
low me to stop you before the vote is taken officially.
Something just came to mind and | would like to ask the
Attorney General on this line item before we conclude.

The Chairman: Please proceed, member.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Trust me, | don't
like interrupting you when you're calling for a vote, but
if | don't get a chance to ask it now, | won't for another
two years.

[Laughter]

The Chairman: You can ask parliamentary questions,
but please proceed.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: True.

Through you, Mr. Chair. Attorney General,
there's been a growing concern about marriages of
convenience and | know the Government is trying to do
its best to make amendments to the law, much of which
myself and other members in the Opposition support.
I’'m not going to pre-empt that discussion, but there is
also a growing concern about the difficulty for divorces
which sometimes leave people in marriages that are
not wanted. Has there been any discussion about re-
forming the divorce structure?

| know that sounds terrible, but it is a real thing
in the immigration component of things, because the
quicker you get a divorce, the quicker the rights
awarded with it can be taken away.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: Hon-
ourable member, thanks for the question. The truth is
that there have been discussions about reforming the
Marriage Act — divorces — but it is probably not in the
context in which you are positing the question. What we
have been looking at as it relates to divorce is what we
call changing to a no-fault ground for divorces.

Where it is now, when you have divorces, you
distil all the dirty linen in public, in court and all of that.
The reform that we're looking at would be a more seam-
less approach where none of that is publicised or ven-
tilated. It is a more dignified process if | might put it that
way, where both parties can emerge from that with their
reputation intact and, most importantly, children of the
marriage don't have to walk around with the scars of
what caused the parents to separate. That is the angle
from which we're looking at it.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Attorney General. A quick follow
up on that, | think that's a good thing, so | welcome that
reform when it comes and look forward to seeing what
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the report suggests and potentially any amendments to
the law.

What | am specifically talking about are the ob-
ligations in order to get a formal divorce. Some of those
things, there are also costs associated with them. I'd
like to give you an example. One of my constituents
wants to get a divorce and just can't afford to do so;
simply put, they can't afford to pay for a lawyer.

| think that there could be some lower courts, |
guess you would call them. What you call arbitrators...
I'm not sure if there are other structures where persons
can potentially get out of bad situations easier, because
what | have been told is that it's easy to get into a mar-
riage and hard to get out of it in Cayman. Many people
are stuck inside of them, not wanting to be there. When
we look at it from the immigration component, in most
cases, it is troubling with a person who is non-Cay-
manian, who will, as the time takes longer for the di-
vorce to happen, gets closer and closer to the oppor-
tunity of benefits which we're trying to curtail a little bit
right now.

| don't know if you can give any answer to that.
If not, that's fine. I'll try to figure out how to talk about it
another way.

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chair. | am not aware of any effort in
that regard, but what | could do is have a word with the
Honourable Chief Justice and the Law Reform Com-
mission to see whether there is any scope for a more
seamless process — if | understand what you're getting
at. I'm happy to do that.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chair, I'm going to
ask for your assistance because I'm about to say some-
thing right now and this is normally the part that gets
me in trouble sometimes, but, you know, | can't help
myself sometimes.

Through you Mr. Chairman to the Attorney
General. Is there any review being done of the Marriage
Act with the view of probably revoking or cancelling the
licences of some marriage officers? | say that to say
this, when we look at the majority of marriages, espe-
cially marriages of convenience that show up on the ra-
dar — at least speaking from my previous experience
in a previous life — the majority of them [involved] the
same marriage officer. At some point, someone has got
to say that it cannot be a situation where all of these
are literally popping up from one marriage officer, from
the many that we have. From that standpoint, is there

anything being done to strengthen the legislation to re-
voke the licence of marriage officers? Because some
people out there shouldn't be marrying some people.
[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General, do you
care to proffer a response?

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Mr. Chair and thanks to the honourable
member. | was just trying to get some feedback from
the Drafting Department. She thinks that there was
some proposal, something is in train to tighten up the
entire area as it relates to the conduct and the level of
due diligence that is required of a marriage officer. She
is confident that there is some work that has been done
around that. | am not privy to most of the details, but
what | can do is drill down into that a bit more and pro-
vide the honourable member with some response.
There is some work being done around it as we speak.

The Chairman: Honourable Attorney General, if you
could also comment on how modernised is the... Is it
called the banns of wedding? The formal announce-
ment or disclosure process. | have gotten several com-
plaints about those simply being in churches and post
offices. | had complaints around two families whose
adult children were former Sunrise clients and therefore
there was a question as to their true capacity to enter
into a marriage.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: The complaint they had was that there
was no way of them knowing; so is there any view to
modernising that, given the fact that we now live in a
digital age and not the age where people used to fre-
quent places like post offices, et cetera, and therefore
would see these things.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: Mr.
Chair and honourable member, | recall distinctly that
there was some discussion around where these notices
should be posted, some place that is conspicuous
enough to the public. | think the Deputy Governor's Of-
fice has conduct of that. I'm going to ask whoever is
acting as Deputy Governor to prepare some answers
when they get here so that the Chambers can be made
aware of the direction of travel as it relates to those re-
forms.

Hon. Michael S. Myles, Minister of Caymanian Em-
ployment & Immigration, Elected Member for Pro-
spect: Mr. Chairman, can | add to the contributions,
please?
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The Chairman: Honourable Minister, do you have a
question?

Hon. Michael S. Myles: | just wanted to add to the con-
tributions to the Member in terms of regulations for
tightening up the loopholes on marriages of conven-
ience. We are bringing that in terms of regulations. To
add to the Attorney General's contribution, it is some-
thing that my Ministry is taking on in conjunction with
the immigration reform, because we've seen it. It is Kill-
ing our department at this point. It is going to be coming
to Caucus and then on to Cabinet. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office has been involved in guiding us on how we
tighten up some of those loopholes.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Minister.

As there are no further questions, pursuant to
Standing Order 83(3), | move that the following item on
the Schedule entitled LGA 1 - Legal Advice and Repre-
sentation in Civil Matters in the amounts of $3,272,045
in 2026 and $3,384,198 in 2027 be voted on by mem-
bers.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: LGA 1 passed.

The Chairman: Thank you very much members.
The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Mr. Chair.
The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Under the Ap-
propriations to Financial Services, the Member for
George Town Central had requested that my Chief Of-
ficer remain. Can | dispatch him now?

The Chairman: | would take it that those were centred
around the ratios of overseas attorneys, so yes, your
staff should be free to go and do some of their good
work.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you
Chief Officer for hanging around. God bless you. Have
a good evening.

The Chairman: Members of the committee, we have
LGA 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and EIl 34; can members give me an
indication of what items you may have questions on?
Otherwise...

[Crosstalk]

BLOCK VOTE:
LGA3,LGA4,LGAS5 LGA6,LGA7

The Chairman: Thank you very much for your cooper-
ation, all members.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the following items up for approval in block. The ques-
tion is whether honourable members approve the fol-
lowing items on the Schedule to form part of the Bill,
namely —

e LGA 3 - Law Teaching and Publications,

$1,753,694 in 2026 and $1,783,736 in

2027,
e LGA 4 - Drafting of Legislation and Regu-
lations, $1,413,462 in 2026 and

$1,525,960 in 2027;

e LGA 5 - Policy Advice and Administrative
Support to the Attorney General,
$1,650,698 in 2026 and $1,682,303 in
2027;

e LGA 6 - Financial Intelligence Services,
$2,622,047 in 2026 and $2,784,974 in
2027; and

e LGA7-Review and Modernisation of Acts,
$596,196 in 2026 and $670,834 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those

against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: LGA 3, LGA 4, LGA 5,LGA 6, and LGA 7
passed.

El 34 - Portfolio of Legal Affairs

The Chairman: Members, El 34 - Portfolio of Legal Af-
fairs. [Pause]

Since there are no questions, in accordance
with Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether members approve the item on the Schedule to
the Bill described as EI 34 - Portfolio of Legal Affairs in
the amounts of $402,500 in 2026 and $305,500 in
2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: El 34 passed.
APPROPRIATIONS TO CABINET ON BEHALF OF

THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
PROSECUTIONS
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DPA 1 - Prosecution and International Cooperation
El 60 - Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions

The Chairman: Members, we move to Office of the Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions (DPP), DPA 1 - Prosecu-
tion and International Cooperation. Are there any ques-
tions?

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Honourable members, | put the ques-
tion as to whether you approve on block the following
items on the Schedule to form part of the Bill—
e DPA 1 - Prosecution and International Co-
operation in the amounts of $7,703,342 in
2026 and $7,778,683 in 2027; and
o EI60 - Office of the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions, $152,000 in 2026 and $100,000
in 2027,
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: DPA 1 and EI 60 passed.

APPROPRIATIONS TO CABINET ON BEHALF OF
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

JAD 1 - Administrative Support to the Judiciary

The Chairman: We turn to appropriations on behalf of
the Chief Justice. JAD 1 - Administrative Support to the
Judiciary. Are there any questions on the judiciary?

Since there are no questions on the appropria-
tions on behalf of the Chief Justice, | move in conformity
with Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve all items on
block on the schedule as follows—

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: Okay, we will move along line-by-line
then, Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as JAD 1 -
Administrative Support to the Judiciary in the following
amounts, $3,682,222 in 2026 and $3,698,654 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: JAD 1 passed.

BLOCK VOTE:
JAD 2, JAD 3, JAD 4, JAD 5, HEA 8,
NGS 2, NGS 93
OE 1, OE 4, OE 43, OE 57, OE 65
El 21, EA 145

The Chairman: JAD 2 - Support for Court Proceed-
ings. Are there any questions? [Pause]

Thank you, members. In accordance with
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve on block the following
items on the Schedule —

e JAD 2 - Support for Court Proceedings in
the amounts of $8,628,278 in 2026 and
$8,644,022 in 2027;

e JAD 3 - Collection of Revenue, $819,591
in 2026 and $823,641 in 2027;

e JAD 4 - Financial Management of Court
Funds, $706,185 in 2026 and $702,728 in
2027;

e JAD 5 - Support for the Conduct of Coro-
nial Proceedings, $104,046 in 2026 and
$103,366 in 2027;

e HEA 8 - Autopsies, Coroner and Other Re-
lated Services in the amounts of $327,600
in 2026 and $334,152 in 2027,

e NGS 2 - Legal Aid Services, $2,971,000 in
2026 and $3,030,420 in 2027;

e NGS 93 - Legal Services Supervisory Au-
thority in the amounts of $1,844,096 in
2026 and $1,819,144 in 2027.

Other Executive Expenses

e OE 1 - Personal Emoluments for the Judi-
ciary, $4,576,262 in 2026 and $4,967,815
in 2027;

e OE 4 - Judiciary Expenses, $914,214 in
2026 and $1,073,624 in 2027,

e OE 43 - Depreciation of Judicial Executive
Assets, $764,059 in 2026 and $804,283 in
2027;

e OE 57 - Executive Bank Charges, $13,022
in 2026 and $13,000 in 2027;

e OE 65 - Court of Appeal Expenses,
$1,282,506 in 2026 and $1,285,786 in
2027;

Equity Investment
e El 21 - Judicial Administration, $1,500,000
in 2026 and $797,500 in 2027; and

Executive Asset
e EA 145 - Court House, $1,703,000 in 2026
and $2,806,800 in 2027.
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All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: JAD 2, JAD 3, JAD 4, JAD 5, HEA 8, NGS 2,
NGS 93, OE 1, OE 4, OE 43, OE 57, OE 65, El 21 and
EA 145 passed.

The Chairman: Members, | would like to thank the
Honourable Attorney General and members from the
Office of the Director of Public Prosecution and the Ju-
dicial Department for attending today's session of the
Finance Committee.

Attorney General.

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin:
Thank you, Chair, and of course, | would like to thank
all honourable members for the usual kindness and
support in assisting with the appropriations. |, of
course, join you in thanking the staff of the Portfolio of
Legal Affairs, the Office of the DPP and the Judicial De-
partment for their continuing hard work and profession-
alism. Thanks to all.
Thank you, sir.

The Chairman: Yes. Thank you very much.
[Pause]

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

ADO 2 - Services to the Parliament and
its Committees

The Chairman: Thank you very much for your inter-
vention, Mr. Saunders. We certainly have no difficulty
with putting to the Committee, Appropriations to the
Public Accounts Committee, ADO 2.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question that appropriations to the Public Accounts
Committee described ADO 2 - Services to the Parlia-
ment and its Committees in the following amounts,
$1,420,248 in 2026 and $1,491,263 in 2027 be ap-
proved as items on the Schedule to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: ADO 2 passed.

APPROPRIATIONS TO OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
OF THE PARLIAMENT

OBM 1 - Independent Public Complaints and
Information Rights
El 75 - Office of the Ombudsman

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the following question to members that we
approve the following items on the Schedule to the Bill
e OBM 1 - Independent Public Complaints
and Information Rights in the amounts of
$2,868,762 in 2026 and $2,923,846 in
2027; and
e EI 75 - Office of the Ombudsman, $25,000
in 2026 and $25,000 in 2027.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: OBM 1 and EIl 75 passed.
[Long pause]

The Chairman: Members, just give us two minutes to
confer.

[Pause]

The Chairman: Members, we suspend the proceed-
ings in Finance Committee until 5:30.

Committee suspended at 4:54 p.m.
Committee resumed at 6:16 p.m.

The Chairman: We resume this meeting of Finance
Committee, please be seated.

Thank you members for your patience as we
concluded our afternoon break and got through some
much necessary discussions with members. At this
stage we are proceeding along, just so everyone
[knows], including those in the public who have seen
our schedule, we are now going to cover two Ministries
— the Ministry of Social Development & Innovation and
the Ministry of Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage.

| know that members are in the mood for coop-
eration, so | would not want to curb that enthusiasm and
| would welcome the Minister responsible for Social De-
velopment and Innovation, [preceding] ITI 2, to proceed
with his brief comment to the Committee.

Mr. Rankine.

Parliament of the Cayman Islands



52 Monday, 17 November, 2025

Official Finance Committee Report

STATEMENT ON THE APPROPRIATIONS TO THE
MINISTER FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
AND INNOVATION

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine, Minister of Social Develop-
ment & Innovation and Youth, Sports, Culture &
Heritage, Elected Member for East End: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Esteemed colleagues of Parliament and all
Caymanians joining us across these Islands, good
evening.

Honourable members of Finance Committee,
as the Minister for Social Development & Innovation,
I'm proud to present our 2026/2027 budget for my Min-
istry. We are at a pivotal moment in our national jour-
ney, a time when rapid population growth, global uncer-
tainty and the rising cost of living demands that we
match compassion with innovation and fiscal prudence
with courage and clarity.

Mr. Chairman, this budget is not simply a
ledger of numbers, it's a statement of who we are as a
country and what we value: our children, our families,
our older persons, our workers and the systems that
support them. It advances our Government’s Broad
Outcomes, in particular Outcome 4 - Health and Social
Development; Outcome 6 - Public Services; Outcome
7 - Good Governance & Public Safety; and additionally,
through our innovation agenda, Outcome 3 - Economy.

Our Government, the National Coalition for
Caymanians has pledged to govern with integrity, fore-
sight and fiscal discipline. We are committed to being
responsible problem solvers, cleaning up inherited
messes, addressing issues that have been building for
decades and ensuring that every dollar is spent where
it is needed most and where it will have the greatest
impact for Caymanians. We take seriously our duty to
uphold good governance and to ensure value for
money, but we are equally committed to investing
where it truly matters — in our people, our communities
and the systems that protect them.

Mr. Chairman, for many Caymanian families,
the cost of living is not an abstract concept; it's a daily
struggle. This budget forms part of the NCFC’s wider
commitment to address cost of living on multiple fronts.
While we work as a whole Government to reduce the
underlying cost of living, the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment & Innovation plays a distinct and complementary
role. We invest in and empower our people not through
handouts, but through hand-ups — support that stabi-
lises, protects and equips Caymanians to stand strong
in a changing economy.

The Ministry of Social Development and Inno-
vation is responsible for strengthening the social fabric
of the Cayman Islands by delivering inclusive, people-
focused services and advancing digital transformation
across government. We work to enhance quality of life
by ensuring that individuals and families have access
to the support, resources, and tools they need — while

modernising government services through secure, in-
novative technologies that improve delivery, accounta-
bility, and long-term resilience. In short, our mandate is
both social and digital: to protect people and to mod-
ernise the systems that serve them. In a Cayman that
is growing faster, becoming more complex, and facing
new global risks, social development and innovation
are not optional extras. They are essential to our pre-
sent stability and our future success. Improving the
lives of Caymanians is not a “nice to have”; it is neces-
sary if our country is to remain strong, fair, and resilient
in the years to come.

Mr. Chairman, when we speak about social de-
velopment, we are speaking about real lives: the child
who needs protection, the family that needs support,
the older person who deserves dignity and safety.

Through our Social Development Programmes
and Services, the Ministry will deliver between 15,000
and 20,000 intervention services per year through the
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS),
and support approximately 1,500 to 2,000 households
via the Department of Financial Assistance (DFA).
However, the true measure is not the number of cases;
it is the quality of care and the outcomes for those we
serve. That is why child safeguarding investigations
that come to the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub
(MASH) are actioned within 24 hours of referral, why
services are delivered in accordance with 100 per cent
of departmental guidelines and professional practice
standards, and why all work is facilitated and super-
vised by qualified staff.

Let me be clear, despite common misconcep-
tions, financial assistance remains reserved for Cay-
manians and those caring for Caymanian dependents.
The system has been revamped with clearer man-
dates, strengthened legislation, and better technology
— including service platforms like Zendesk — to en-
sure that assistance is targeted, transparent, and
timely. We provide support as a bridge, not a destina-
tion: hand-ups, not handouts, so that Caymanians in
difficulty can recover, rebuild, and move forward.

Children are at the centre of this budget and at
the heart of Broad Outcome 4 - Health and Social De-
velopment. The 2026/2027 period will see the contin-
ued implementation of the Children (Amendment) Act,
2024 and the Adoption Act, 2024, both passed in De-
cember 2024. These Acts modernise our standards in
line with international best practice through various pro-
visions, including those for the Office of the Commis-
sioner for Children and Young Persons, streamline
maintenance and residential care frameworks, and
align Cayman with the HHCH 1993 Hague Convention
on Intercountry Adoptions. Regulations development is
underway and commencement is expected during this
budget cycle.

We will continue to support and strengthen our
vital partners, including:

Parliament of the Cayman Islands



Official Finance Committee Report

Monday, 17 November, 2025 53

e The Children and Youth Services (CAYS)
Foundation, which manages Frances Bod-
den Children’s Home, Bonaventure Chil-
dren’s Home and Phoenix House will re-
ceive approximately $4.35 million per year.
CAYS provides 24-hour, trauma-informed
residential care for boys and girls aged 12
to 18, using care plans, risk management
plans, and structured programmes to help
young people heal and reintegrate safely
into families and communities.

e The National Children’s Voluntary Organi-
sation (NCVO), which provides foster care
for children who cannot be placed in pri-
vate homes, offering up to 10 placements
in line with DCFS policies, and operating
24 hours per day, seven days per week.

e Rehoboth Ministries, which delivers
weekly after-school care and full-day holi-
day camps in George Town and through
this budget cycle is expected to expand of-
ferings to North Side, keeping children
safe, engaged, and supported while par-
ents work.

e Programmes such as the Alex Panton
Foundation, which provide mental health
support for children and young adults up to
the age of 30. The Alex Panton Founda-
tion’s Financial Assistance Programme,
supported with $100,000 in 2026 and
$150,000 in 2027, ensures that when in-
surance has been exhausted, young peo-
ple can still receive the therapeutic support
they need.

Government’s role, to strengthen this network
of care, ensures that resources reach those who need
them most, and close the gaps that leave children and
families vulnerable. That is why we also support foster
parents through stipends and programming, easing fi-
nancial burdens and providing stability.

At the other end of the life course, older per-
sons remain a central focus of this budget and our leg-
islative agenda. Our older population has grown by 27
per cent between 2021 and 2023, and more than 4,000
people are expected to reach age 65 within the next 5
years. We are acting now to prepare for this demo-
graphic reality.

We are maintaining and enhancing funding for
The Pines Retirement Home, with an annual allocation
of roughly $2.7 million, to provide continuous residen-
tial nursing care for older persons in need of residential
care. Services are delivered by licensed professionals
under the oversight of a multidisciplinary team and in
full compliance with policy and procedure standards.

Meals on Wheels will continue to deliver be-
tween 55,000 and 80,000 nutritious meals annually to
older persons in need, supported by $500,000 each

year. For many seniors, that meal is more than nutri-
tion; it is companionship, connection, and reassurance
that their country has not forgotten them.

The Council of Older Persons, now under our
Ministry, will be resourced to drive implementation of
the Older Persons Policy 2016-2035 and, once com-
menced, the Older Persons (Amendment) Act, 2024.
These frameworks will strengthen safeguards against
neglect and abuse, guide the development of age-
friendly communities, and ensure that the voices of
older persons shape policy and practice.

We will also progress reforms to the Disabilities
(Solomon Webster) Act, 2016, to ensure full and effec-
tive participation of persons with disabilities in all as-
pects of society. During this budget cycle the Ministry
intends to also strengthen legislation such as the Do-
mestic Violence Act (2021 Revision) and the Youth
Justice Act (2021 Revision), so that our laws reflect
modern realities, protect those at risk, and support re-
habilitation.

Mr. Chairman, when we invest in social devel-
opment, we are not creating dependency; we are build-
ing capacity. We are giving Caymanians the tools and
support they need to withstand the pressures of cost of
living, to stay safe, and to build better futures for their
families. That is why, under NCFC leadership, we are
willing to spend where it matters — on the people and
programmes that strengthen our social fabric and our
long-term resilience.

Mr. Chairman, the wellbeing of our Islands de-
pends on fairness — fairness in opportunity, fairness in
treatment, and fairness in the way we protect and re-
spect one another. In 2025, this honourable House
passed the Anti-Sexual Harassment Act (ASHA) — a
landmark piece of legislation that affirms our national
commitment to safety and dignity in workplaces and in-
stitutions. This Act creates a clear framework to ensure
that instances of sexual harassment can be handled
swiftly, fairly, and sensitively.

Mr. Chairman, while ASHA represents a major
step forward, we are clear-eyed: equality is not
achieved by legislation alone. It requires cultural
change — a shift in how we treat one another, how we
speak to one another, and how we stand up for what is
right. Our Gender Affairs function continues to lead this
work across government by advancing gender main-
streaming, reviewing policies, and integrating gender
considerations into planning, budgeting, and pro-
gramme delivery. This ensures that government deci-
sion-making reflects the realities, experiences, and
needs of both men and women — whether in economic
opportunity, health, education, safety, or leadership.

This work also aligns with our Christian values
as a people — values of respect, compassion, and jus-
tice. As we are reminded, every human being is worthy
of dignity and protection. Mr. Chairman, through ASHA,
ongoing gender policy work, public education, and con-
tinued engagement with civil society, we are building a
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Cayman that leads by example — a country where fair-
ness is not only preached, but actively practised.

The second pillar of our Ministry’s mandate —
innovation — is about transforming how Government
serves the people of the Cayman Islands. It is about
embracing technology as a tool to deliver faster, safer,
and more accessible public services, while upholding
good governance, accountability, and financial pru-
dence.

Through our Digital Services, Policy Advice
and Strategy output group, the Ministry will invest ap-
proximately $37.2 million in 2026 and $39.2 million in
2027 to support the Ministry itself, the Computer Ser-
vices Department (CSD), the Cyber Security Unit
(CSU), and the Department of eGovernment. These in-
vestments directly support Broad Outcomes 3 - Econ-
omy, 6 - Public Services, and 7 - Good Governance and
Public Safety.

The Computer Services Department is the dig-
ital backbone of government’s IT infrastructure. It sup-
ports more than 3,500 users, and safeguards the intake
of over $800 million in government revenue through
custom-built systems. CSD also maintains 99-99.9 per
cent of service availability for critical systems and net-
works. | wish there were many other networks with that
reliability. CSD will also lead the implementation of the
Artificial Intelligence Policy which will start in earnest in
Q1 of 2026, with the vision to responsibly harness Al to
strengthen economic resilience, improve public sector
productivity, and unlock new opportunities for innova-
tion and inclusive growth—all the while upholding
transparency, ethics, and public trust. The implementa-
tion includes good governance guardrails and pro-
cesses for the approved use of Al-enabled tools that
streamline workflows, reduce manual effort, and
strengthen collaboration. This budget funding also in-
cludes support for a number of security enhancement
initiatives that are necessary for the mature manage-
ment of the enterprise.

Mr. Chairman, transitioning to eServices, be-
yond the work that eGov has done with the Department
of Communications on the revamp of Gov.ky. One of
the most visible and transformative achievements un-
der our innovation portfolio is the My elD Digital Identity
Programme. Over the budget cycle, we expect to issue
between 3,000 and 5,000 cards per year, to Caymani-
ans, work permit holders and permanent residents. The
My elD card will provide secure proof of a person’s
identity, age, nationality, and immigration status to both
young and old and will allow residents to authenticate
online for government services. This baseline will lead
to future practices such as a parent applying for school
grants, or a senior renewing a licence, all online without
queueing or duplicating paperwork. Through the My
elD Portal, individuals will be able to manage their own
information in the register and see who has accessed
it, thereby strengthening privacy and trust.

Internally, my elD will allow government de-
partments to verify data securely, accept digitally
signed documents, and process requests faster, reduc-
ing the need for citizens to carry their own files from one
counter to another. This is how innovation supports so-
cial development: by making it easier and more digni-
fied for Caymanians to receive the services they are
entitled to. The Department has also produced an elD
App that allows qualified digital signatures to be applied
to PDF documents in seconds through mobile phones,
and standard PCs and Mac computers.

We are also advancing a whole-of-government
approach to Cyber Security. Cyber security has now
been recognised as a formal national priority within the
Enterprise Risk Management Framework, underscor-
ing that safeguarding our digital infrastructure is a gov-
ernment-wide responsibility. Our Ministry is proud to
lead this critical strategic initiative. The Cyber Security
Unit provides continuous monitoring of government
systems, coordinates incident response, supports min-
istries and departments in understanding their risk pro-
files, and ensures that new systems meet the highest
information security standards. As the threat landscape
intensifies across the region, this work protects not only
revenue and systems, but also the privacy and safety
of families, children, seniors, and those most at risk in
our communities.

Cyber security cannot be the work of govern-
ment alone; it is a shared responsibility that underpins
our reputation as a stable, well-regulated and trustwor-
thy jurisdiction. It is rooted in partnership and public-
private collaboration with regulators, utilities, financial
institutions, businesses, and civil society.

Many of the professionals in the Information
Technology space leading this work are Caymanians,
developed through internships, retraining, and deliber-
ate investment in nationally relevant digital skills. As we
adopt artificial intelligence and other emerging technol-
ogies, these home-grown experts will form the back-
bone of a secure digital Cayman.

Mr. Chairman, along this trajectory the Govern-
ment is facilitating the necessary work of the private
sector-led Digital Transformation Strategy Task Force
that is taking a deep dive into the future of tech in the
Cayman Islands. They are primarily interested in how
the Government will support the private sector in the
adoption of Al and other emerging technologies locally.
They are interested in comprehending what are the
clear needs of legislation in the fields such as Cyber
Security or Atrtificial Intelligence. Lastly, they expect
that government will equip the public sector workforce
with the awareness and skills to use technology effec-
tively and responsibly and to be able to scale services.

Innovation, in this Budget, is not about chasing
trends. It is about building a secure, efficient, and citi-
zen-centred State that supports our economy, strength-
ens trust, and multiplies the impact of every dollar spent
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on social development. Alongside this, we are imple-
menting tools that improve productivity and collabora-
tion across the Civil Service, and we will launch the first
overarching Al policy for government. This policy will
guide responsible use of Al, ensuring that while we gain
efficiency and better analysis, we also protect sensitive
Government data from being fed into external models.
The aim is simple: let machines handle the repetitive
tasks, so that civil servants can spend more time on
what matters — serving our people, solving real prob-
lems, and delivering on the Broad Outcomes.

Mr. Chairman, the real power of this Ministry
lies in the way social development and innovation work
together. Enhanced digital systems in the Department
of Children and Family Services mean that child pro-
tection cases are processed more quickly and consist-
ently, and data can be used to identify emerging risks
in communities before they escalate. Secure digital
identity shortens verification for financial assistance
and reduces fraud, ensuring that support reaches the
Caymanians who genuinely need it. Cyber security pro-
tects sensitive data for foster children, older persons,
survivors of domestic violence, and persons with disa-
bilities, upholding confidentiality and trust. We are, in
effect, modernising the way we care, at the same time
as we modernise the way we govern.

Under the leadership of the NCFC, these in-
vestments are being made with careful attention to fis-
cal discipline. Social Development and Innovation to-
gether make up more than a third of the operational
budget, clearly signalling that this Government is peo-
ple-centred and future-focused. Yet every initiative —
from the $22.85 million allocated to social development
programmes, to the $37.18 million for digital services,
to the hundreds of thousands supporting CAYS, The
Pines, Meals on Wheels, the Crisis Centre, Hope for
Today, and the Alex Panton Foundation — is grounded
in evidence, clear outputs, and strict quality standards.
We are not spending for the sake of appearing gener-
ous. We are investing for the sake of impact — ensur-
ing that the Cayman Islands delivers not only more ser-
vices, but better services, with greater fairness, trans-
parency, and accountability.

In closing, honourable members, the 2026—
2027 Budget for the Ministry of Social Development
and Innovation is more than a document, it is a decla-
ration of our priorities and our identity as a country. It
says that Cayman’s success will not be measured by
profits alone, but by the wellbeing of its people. It says
that progress is not only about roads, buildings, and
markets, but also about inclusion, dignity, and trust.
From children to seniors, from persons with disabilities
to Caymanians in recovery and transition, this Budget
affirms that every Caymanian deserves opportunity, se-
curity, and respect. It reflects an NCFC Government
that listens, that innovates, and that acts with both com-
passion and discipline — cleaning up what has been
neglected in the past, while building resilient systems
for the future.

As Minister for Social Development and Inno-
vation, standing alongside my Parliamentary Secretary
and supported by our Chief Officer, deputy chief offic-
ers, directors and frontline staff, | am deeply proud of
the work being done across this Ministry. They are the
ones turning policy into progress and budgets into bet-
ter lives. Through evidence-based policy, prudent fi-
nancial management, and a relentless focus on people
and progress, we are laying the foundations for a
stronger, fairer, and more resilient Cayman— a Cay-
man that is caring, capable, and connected.

The work we do today ensures that our Islands
will not only keep pace with a changing world but con-
tinue to shine as a beacon of stability, equity, and inno-
vation in the Caribbean and beyond. Let us move for-
ward with determination and unity — as one Govern-
ment, under the National Coalition for Caymanians —
ensuring that this Budget translates not only into out-
puts on paper, but into real, positive outcomes that
Caymanians can feel, see, and live. May we be guided
by compassion, strengthened by innovation, and united
by our love for these Islands and their people.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and may God bless
our people and these beautiful Cayman Islands.

The Chairman: Thank you very much, Minister.

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE MINISTER FOR
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION

ITI 2 - Social Development Programmes
and Services

The Chairman: With that, | open the questioning of ITI
2 - Social Development Programmes and Services.
Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Mr. Chair, thank you and thank you to the
Minister.

Before | begin, TP 47 on page 191 [of the Plan
& Estimates] establishes in 2026 for $2,040,000 and
then in 2027 for $10,000 [sic], but in the Appropriation
that was given to us, it is $10,000 [sic] in 2026 and
$10,000 [sic] in 2027 — which one is the correct docu-
ment?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Which TP was it?

Hon. Pearlina L.
Speaker: TP 47.

McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: | think that was an error. It is
supposed to be $10 million for both years.

The Chairman: It is $10 million for both years in the
Appropriation Bill, but there’s an error in the budget
documents.
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Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Yes, there’s an error in the
budget document. It's $10 million each year in the Ap-
propriation Bill.

The Chairman: Okay. Member, it is $10 million each
year. That's what we will be voting on. If you look at the
bottom of your Appropriation Bill, TP 47 that I'm looking
at does have $10 million proposed appropriation for
both years.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair. We
did recognise that and did the follow up checks, and it
was incorrect in the budget document but correct in the
Appropriation Bill.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. The allocation for
Meals on Wheels has increased significantly — not that
| object. Can the Minister explain what specific factors
have driven this increase; and does the Ministry antici-
pate that this increased level of funding will be required
on an ongoing basis?

Deputy

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Thank you, Mr. Chair. This in-
creased level of funding was due to rising costs of food
and increased output by 30,000 more meals to be de-
livered over the time period.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Throughout Cayman, or specific areas?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Yeah, throughout Cayman be-
cause Meals on Wheels is all over the island.

The Chairman: Honourable Member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. The Appropriation Bill
shows a decrease in allocation of ex gratia payments
or benefits to the seafarers and veterans. Can the Min-
ister explain what policy decision underpins this reduc-
tion? | have follow up questions.

Deputy

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second, Mr. Chair.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. This
variance is due to the expected decline of persons who
will be eligible for this benefit, so they expect [demand]
to decline.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Can the Minister be a little bit more specific?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: People will pass on, so we ex-
pect that to happen naturally.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Is this a reduction because of individuals who
are going to pass on and not due to budget cuts?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: No, because | believe that the
budget cuts you speak about are approximately 20 per
cent; but no, we expect there will be declines in that
[demand].

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Can the Minister confirm to me that no sea-
farer or veteran is going to lose any benefit whatsoever
because of this change?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | don't
think there was ever a time when a seafarer or veteran
lost a benefit; if our projections are wrong, then we go
back and we ask for more funding.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: That's a no?

Deputy
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: They will not. It has never hap-
pened and it won’t happen under my watch.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you for confirming.

Deputy

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Mr. Chair, through you. The Department of
Financial Services’ [sic] policy — I'm sure everyone
knows about it — of [a] $3,000 per month income limit
for [a] 1 to 3-person household, and then $4,000 for 4
to 6 persons. Can the Minister establish whether there
are any intentions to increase them in line with eco-
nomic realities?
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The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | can
give the member assurance that we will be reviewing
the policies in the early part of 2026 to ensure that it
meets those economic standards, yes.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: I'm just confirming. You do intend to increase
that?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: | said we do intend to review
the policy to ensure that it meets those economic stand-
ards that you're talking about.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: When will this review be conducted?

Deputy
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Starting at the beginning of the
year, Q1.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: So we will not see it in this budget?

Deputy

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: The first quarter of 2026.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | just want to opine a bit on
that question, just for further clarity.

| do see where there is a lack of money right
now. There's been much cry about how the threshold
for assistance is low now and | obviously respect that
the Minister has to do a review with his team and tech-
nocrats. If the review suggests an increase, is the as-
sumption then that you would have to come back for a
supplementary?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. At
some point, if the review did indicate that we have to
increase the threshold, then we may have to come
back, yes.

We are also looking at other programmes be-
ing done by other ministries and working with them, be-
cause we expect to put people who are not working
back to work; if that doesn't work, then we would have
to come back and get supplementary provisions.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you.

The Chairman: Any further questions on ITI 2?
Member for Red Bay, Mr. Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, | assume we're doing what we've
been doing all along, which is asking [questions] sort of
broadly across; am | correct?

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, we have been going line by
line and getting the appropriations approved best we
can.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Okay. Let me start and hopefully
this is the right area.

Through you, Mr. Chair, to the Minister. | can’t
remember if it was in Finance Committee or at some
other meeting of the House, but | did ask about infor-
mation on the KRAs [key result areas], | think it is —
the expectations from in the Ministry in terms of assist-
ing clients. | was told that that information wasn't here
and it would be provided to me; | haven't received any-
thing as yet. | don't know if you have any information as
yet about how you're meeting your KRAs in terms of —
urgent matters within two days and usual turnaround
time within 10 days, that kind of thing.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, one second.
Through you, Mr. Chair. | was actually a little
bit lost when he said that so | had to just check, but we
are certain that that information was sent over. | mean,
we will resend it, but I'm pretty sure we sent it over.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: If it was, | don't know where it went
to. It didn't come to me, sir. If it could be resent, I'd be
grateful.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, I'll give the under-
taking that we will have that sent to him by no later than
tomorrow.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you.

The Chairman: Any further questions?
Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you.

Older persons — | recall that there was a facil-
ity, | think it was called the Older Persons Active Aging
Centre, that was set up around 2019 that went by the
by for various reasons. If | recall correctly, it was to spe-
cifically serve the needs of older persons, be a meeting
place for them to come to and to provide special ser-
vices. | was just wondering if that's a concept that could
be revisited or if there's a particular reason why that
concept was done away with. Also, if the Minister has
any thoughts about how we can better service the
needs of older persons in terms of a facility like that.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
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Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair to the
member. | actually recognise what he's talking about
and that is now called the Intergenerational Hub. It pro-
vides a space where we can do exactly that, but it's just
now under another Ministry, the other Ministry that |
have responsibility for: Youth, Sports, Culture and Her-
itage. We have many senior activities and things going
on there as well. While it may not be under this current
Ministry that we're dealing with, it is a space that's avail-
able and we have many seniors who are active there.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you. If that's the case, that's
good to hear, but I'm certainly under the impression that
the services that were expected to be delivered are far
less — in terms of what's happening now and what was
originally intended. I'll be happy to speak to you offline
over that.

| have one other question with regards to older
persons.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you.

As you noted Minister, the needs of our aging
population is increasing. | think you may have men-
tioned in your comments at the start, the need for more
caregivers and so on. Outside of what we do with the
Pines, do you have any plans or thoughts as to how we
can look to increase the facilities for residential care,
which as we all know will become greater and greater
in the coming years?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
member is absolutely right. As | noted in my opening
statement, we have an aging population that is increas-
ing and will increase by over 4,000 over the next few
years. That is certainly something that we have to look
into, whether we place them in the eastern districts or
elsewhere, but care homes is something that we have
to take a deep dive into and see what we can get done
over the next few years.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair, through you.
| appreciate that response, but has any work started on
that as yet or is that something you're expecting to start
looking at in the New Year? I'm trying to suss out how
far along we are on the path of trying to find a solution.
It won't be easy, | know, and it will be expensive, but
how far along are we with looking at a solution?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. This
is something that is actually near and dear to me as

well, especially in the district of East End because we
have property there that we are hoping to move forward
on with whatever design we use, but we may end up
having to go into a private sector partnership as well
with it. That's something that moving forward we will be
looking at and investigating in a more expedited fash-
ion, in 2026.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you Mr. Chair and | thank
the Minister for that. What I'm understanding is that the
work is yet to really start in earnest on that, correct?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: To start in earnest, yes, but
we have had some discussions in the Ministry over the
last year.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you. One more item, if that
falls into this area. The anti-gang policy or youth at risk,
would that fall to you, sir?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second Mr. Chair.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair to the
Member. We don't currently have that responsibility un-
der us, but we certainly would work with whichever Min-
istry or which other entity that would have it.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you. I'll look to find out who
has responsibility for that and [when] that particular
Minister is here, then I'll ask questions about that.

That's all | have, sir. Thank you.

The Chairman: Are there any further questions?
Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. | wonder if the Honourable Minister could share
what, if any, are the social development programmes
on Cayman Brac in particular.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Give me a second Mr. Chair.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, to the
member. The current social development programme
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we have going on is the upgrade to the care home, the
Kirkconnell Centre. When we start renovating it will
have improved safety for staff and residents, integrated
infrastructure, fire suppression system, and compliance
with current building codes. We have to do quite a bit
of upgrades and also put in a standby generator. Again,
it does not have a sprinkler system installed and it ex-
poses the residents and staff to heightened fire risks
and that's why we have to do those upgrades.

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac, con-
tinuing.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Are we still leasing this property or do we now
have freehold ownership?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: In my last meeting with the
NPO [Non-profit organisation] that was responsible for
it, there is still a nominal lease on that property with the
government.

Just to add to that Mr. Chair, the NPO is work-
ing with us to ensure that they deliver the services that
we need, especially on the upgrades.

The Chairman: Are any further questions on ITI 2?7
Mr. Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, sir.

Returning to the Intergenerational Hub, if you
could provide me in writing with the number of clients
now being serviced, maybe the average number on a
monthly basis as well, and the services offered there,
I'd be grateful. Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, | will
get that information and share with you. We do several
programmes through our other Ministry — health and
wellness programmes and that sort [of thing], yeah. It's
open to any other entity that wants to use it as well for
those programmes.

The Chairman: Since there are no further questions on
ITI 2, pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | request hon-
ourable members to vote as to whether to add ITI 2 -
Social Development Programmes and Services in the
amounts of $22,855,083 in 2026 and $23,378,886 in
2027 to the Schedule that forms part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: ITI 2 passed.

ITI 3 - Digital Services, Strategy and Business
Investment Services

The Chairman: ITI 3 - Digital Services, Strategy and
Business Investment Services.

Mr. Tatum.
Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, sir, through you. | know
what you have in the notes you've circulated, but could
you maybe just give a summary of your vision for where
the elD will be going eventually?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. My
vision in terms of where | see the elD going is that—
1. It would be an identification mechanism for
one, so we can identify a Caymanian from an-
yone else.
2. It will make doing business with government
and other entities much easier.

We will also be supported through the com-
puter services [department] in ensuring that all of the
departments... as | said in my notes earlier, instead of
people walking around with one set of documents from
one department, to the next, to the next, we'll be able
to do it using the elD.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, sir. No complaints from
me about that, sir. | could make a suggestion which is
that in terms of the next rollout (I think you had an initial
rollout with civil servants to test it) it could be a good
idea for you to see if there are parliamentarians who
would want to also be involved with the rollout as well,
so that we can also see and understand how well it's
working or not.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair. I'm ac-
tually glad the member said that. | will ask my team to
work with all of the parliamentarians in here today and
get information from them so we can start that process.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Mr. Chair, I'm happy to volunteer
myself.

The other request sir — | know we discussed

this, but you were getting ready to come into Parliament
— is to find some time as soon as practical to give par-
liamentarians who are interested a tour of the of the fa-
cility there. | forget what it's called, but you know the
facility that we had discussed, so if that could be avail-
able that would be good.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. We
tried to schedule it before, but we'll work with the mem-
bers on the other side to ensure that we can schedule
a time that's appropriate for them.
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Mr. A. Roy Tatum: If | could ask the Minister just to
remind me the name of the facility. | couldn’t remember
the name of it. Just so people will know.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Oh, yes, the office of eGov-
ernment in Camana Bay. | thought you were asking
about the Intergenerational Hub, sorry.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to say that Mr. Brown
did reach out to us and we agreed that we would wait
until after the budget and we would organise a day.
They did reach out to us.

The Chairman: Thank you very much.
Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chair. | want to take this op-
portunity to say good night to all the amazing staff in
your Ministry. | had the pleasure of working with them
for four months and it was probably the best four
months of the four years that | was a Minister.

| want to say also, that facility which was just
requested to be toured is a very amazing one with
some great staff members. | think it should have been
a little bit bigger because they’re a bit squeezed to-
gether, but we work with the support that we have. I'm
looking forward to going there with my colleagues so
they can see all the amazing things that | heard. | sup-
port the Minister and his continued efforts to follow the
vision that was started even under the current Premier
led by the staff to develop this new way forward.

With all that being said, | think one of the big-
gest questions out there is about the obligation of the
ID, mandatory or not, for Caymanians or for non-Cay-
manians. I've heard people speak about the UK bring-
ing forward a policy in 2029 where they have an-
nounced that they plan to introduce a new mandatory
digital ID scheme for the purposes of providing right to
work. | think that it's a great opportunity to clarify the
government's position, since obviously what they do
there is not necessarily what we do here — but to give
the country a vision of what we're trying to accomplish
with this National elD, which is going to be beneficial to
our society, and clarifying those concerns for people
who may have worries.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | had
a quiet chat with the member earlier. | said, if it was me,

me talking as Isaac Rankine, | would make it manda-
tory, but at this point in time, it's not mandatory with the
government.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central,
continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, sir. If you can clarify: not manda-
tory for Caymanians, or not mandatory period, or is
there a possibility it could be mandatory for work permit
holders because we did say earlier that the National ID
for work permit holders is coming back. I'm not sure if
you've discussed that by way of policy or not.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Thank you. Through you, Mr.
Chair, | thank the member for that question because
certainly | think it's required now that all work permit
holders should have some sort of ID and we will make
this one mandatory for them as well, at least for the
work permit holders. | think by law they are required to
have an ID.

The Chairman: There are no further questions on ITI
3. Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question
as to whether honourable members approve the item
on the Schedule described as ITI 3 - Digital Services,
Strategy and Business Investment Services in the
amounts of $37,185,288 in 2026 and $39,201,969 in
2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: ITI 3 passed.
CAY 2 - Children and Youth Services Foundation

The Chairman: CAY 2 - Children and Youth Services
Foundation, better known as CAYS Foundation. This
item is open to questions.

Member for George Town Central, followed by
Member for Bodden Town West.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This question can
be tied in together with NGS 67 and it's merely a re-
quest to the Minister.

Again, | thank the government for following
through with the completion of the George Town Cen-
tral Park, something | worked really, really hard on,
which offers a youth centre and a senior centre. | would
encourage that the entity take advantage of that facility
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as much as possible because without the proper activ-
ities there — the park will not be a park without life,
without human beings participating in positive activities.
The government spent much money on it and | think it's
needed, so | would encourage [everyone] to use up the
space.

It's a beautiful park, it's almost done, and these
kids could also take advantage of the green space.
We'll have a whole youth centre open practically seven
days per week, free to organisations and departments
such as this. If you see where NGS 67 talks about com-
munity programmes after school, | would ask the de-
partment — | know the department is fully aware of
what my dream and vision was of using this facility as
much as possible so it becomes a positive location.

| want to put that on record today to encourage
the department, through you Minister, to take ad-
vantage of that facility. Let's bring that park to life.
Thank you.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | just
want to let the Member know, | have been thinking two
or three steps ahead of him. It's been an amazing pro-
cess seeing how the park has developed over the last
seven months, and | really and truly believe it will make
a positive impact on our youth, the programmes that we
can do there for the older persons and everyone else
in between. | think is a really great space, a well-de-
signed facility and it is going be good for the community
with all the programmes that we can do there.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West, Mr.
Saunders.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman. Through you to the Honourable Minister.
This time I'm going to be very careful because of the
role that organisation plays in our community. I'm going
to ask a very broad question: what is happening at that
place? Give me your honest feedback; this is the forum
for it.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | cer-
tainly believe — and I'm saying this at the risk of [not]
having spoken with any of my other staff members yet.
| believe we need to have a holistic review of the pro-
grammes and the whole [operation] running there so
that we can understand what's happening, because we
can only improve whatever services and programmes
that we are doing there. We have to do that deep dive.
Hopefully, over the next few months, we'll take a look
at it. I've heard many concerns coming from the com-
munity and many other members in this forum.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Honourable Minister. Through you, Mr. Chairman, can
| continue, sir?

The Chairman: Please proceed.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: I'm looking at page 432
of the Ownership Agreement and it speaks about de-
veloping and delivering specific programmes to ad-
dress the challenging behaviours. What kind of pro-
gramme? | can tell you Minister, | understand that the
person who is in charge of that organisation has taken
off on vacation, so | know you're quite limited in terms
of what you can respond [to].

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. That
is correct. The manager is off on vacation, but his dep-
uty is here and we can get the answers that you need.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: But you see, it's the
manager who | want.

[Laughter]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, just give
me a little bit of a leeway here. Public servants need to
understand that we do two-year budgets and there's a
time when every single one of us as MPs and everyone
else park our calendar, knowing to set aside time for
budgets. You cannot have people who are involved in
certain activities this time of year, just taking off. One
Chief Officer used to do that a lot, but | know the Minis-
ter got rid of him. You know what | mean? Everybody
inside here knows who I'm talking about.

This is the kind of thing that needs to stop, be-
cause | can tell you right now, there are some serious
issues at the CAYS Foundation that I'm concerned with
and because of the sensitivity... I'm going to tell you
right now in as clear a language as | can — Minister,
the manager needs to go.

| don't like getting into personal issues. The
reason why I'm raising this, colleagues, is that... I'm go-
ing to put it through as a question. What is the staff
complement of the CAYS Foundation?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second, let me check my
notes, sir.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Thank you. Through you, Mr.

Chair, to the Member for Bodden Town West, the total

staff count at this point is 51 staff members.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much.
Through you, Mr. Chairman, to the Honourable

Minister. Of those 51, how many are Caymanians?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, there
are 19 Caymanians.
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, through
you to the Honourable Minister. The reason | raised that
issue is, we are talking about at-risk kids and we also
have to factor in certain cultural differences. My ques-
tion to you, Honourable Minister, recognising the im-
portant role that the CAYS Foundation plays, where is
the Caymanian culture in that organisation for our Cay-
manian kids?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | can
see what the member is asking, but certainly | will pre-
empt — probably his next question, hopefully — that it
is my goal to ensure that every vacant space in every
Ministry or entity that we have, as we transition when
people come to the end of their contract that we replace
them with Caymanians. | can make no other excuse for
that, we have to put Caymanians in these places.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman through you to the Honourable
Minister, and this is for colleagues in general. We have
an issue in this country. Whether it be our at-risk youth,
whether it be our prisoners in Northward or even the
very police, there is a dominant culture within our pro-
tective services that is predominantly non-Caymanian.
There is a serious mismatch forming in our society,
from the police force to the lawyers who prosecute
them, you name it — the entire gamut is majority non-
Caymanian. This is something | am begging the gov-
ernment to deal with.

When you have different cultures dealing with
our kids — last year, | had to drive past the Frances
Bodden Girls’ Home and | saw this big old board out
there. | came to find out that a window or a door got
kicked out. | remember trying to get some idea of what
really happened and it brought home the challenges of
what we have. We need to make sure that we have the
right people with a certain culture and a certain sensi-
tivity there for our young kids, because it is becoming a
challenge.

Minister, I'm really and truly hoping, because
right now there's some friend-friend thing going on in
that organisation where people start bringing their
friends from different countries and they're sitting down
there doing absolutely nothing. I'm afraid to ask some
of the things | want to ask and I'm afraid to say some of
the things | want to say, because there are still some
good people down there who are really doing good
work.

Il get back to one question. Mr. Chairman,
you'll like this one too. How many casual workers do
they employ at the Frances Bodden Girls’ Home?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. They
employ a total of 16 casual workers, of which 12 are
Caymanian.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay now. This is
where it gets nice now, Mr. Chairman. You will like this
part. Those other casual workers, where are they em-
ployed full-time?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: That's okay. You don't
know the answer, but I'll tell you. Some of them are ac-
tually employed in government. Minister, you can figure
out where they're employed. You can pick. You have
two ministries, you can decide which one of the minis-
tries I'm talking about. When that person leaves at two
o’clock in the morning and then they have to go to their
full-time government job of taking care of children — a
hint as to where I'm going... No, I'll say it. Some of them
are teachers. When you work until two o’clock in the
morning and then you have to wake up at six o’clock to
go and teach, realistically, what kind of quality teaching
can you expect with someone who is basically running
on four hours’ worth of sleep?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | hear
the member and this is new information that I'm learn-
ing. It has certainly given us food for thought. I'll have
to sit down with my team and definitely do some deep
diving.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, I'll make
this easy. We need to have a conversation offline with
this, but | need to put it out there so you can understand
the issues that I'm having. Like | said, | want to be very
careful, but this is something I'm really passionate
about. We'll take it offline.

The Chairman: Mr. Saunders, Member for Bodden
Town West. Let me be very clear about how | see the
role of the Finance Committee. For too long, this Par-
liament takes things offline and nothing changes. The
lady Member for Cayman Brac East will know what my
view was on this. We sit here with very few standing
committees. We don't have a National Security Com-
mittee of this Parliament.

[Desk thumping]

The Chairman: There are powerful areas of this coun-
try. All we have to do is look at modern countries and
how they govern themselves, how parliaments operate,
and we see that this Parliament continues to operate in
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the dark ages, where we get once per year with Fi-
nance Committee to actually air and ensure that the
public get a view into how their monies are being spent
and how the government is run.

| would much prefer if you ask the questions in
the light of day. Of course, it's up to you.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, the rea-
son why I'm taking a very cautious approach is that my
questions are personal in nature. | expect the govern-
ment of the day will take action, and what | don't want
to do is provide an out that if an employee is dismissed
it is not because of political pressure or this, or that, or
whatever. I'm trying to be very careful in that regard. |
do understand exactly where you're coming from and |
agree.

Then the other issue, the sensitivity of the area
that they deal with. There are some things | want to
mention, but understanding what we are dealing with
here and the children at risk, | would prefer there are
some things... Mr. Chairman, you know me, I'm always
the first to put it out there, so if you see me exercising
some kind of restraint, you must know there's a reason
for it.

The Chairman: Members, | can only trust your judg-
ment. | can't force any member to ask questions. In fact,
most people would say that my job is to get us through
this committee process as expeditiously as possible.

Having said that, the information that you have
provided, in my opinion, is not [personal] because
you've not called any names in particular, you men-
tioned people who may be working until 2 a.m. — that
is policy. If what you have described is accurate, | will
be the first to say it is poor policy and | sure hope that
when | get to the Ministry of Education tomorrow, | am
not told that anyone has been signed off as being ap-
proved to work under the conditions you have de-
scribed, good member, and then going into classrooms
to teach our children. I'll leave it at that.

Governance is about good policy and that was
a policy position that | heard you mention, not personal.
That's just my view, but I'm in the hands of members.
Are there any further questions?

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay, well, I'll move on
to another section in that area.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Minister. Does the CAYS Foundation fall under the
Public Authorities Act?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. CAYS
is in essence a government-owned company, so it falls

under the Public Authorities Act.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay, thank you very
much. Similar to other government agencies where

there was a harmonisation of salaries and benefits, was
that exercise also conducted at the CAYS Foundation?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | am
not aware of that but if you just give me a second, let
me just check and confirm with my staff.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, | just
got some clarity on that, they are on the CIG salary
scale.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: And their benefits?
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second, Mr. Chair.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, the
staff are on the Public Service Pension Plan and they
are on CINICO, but some of the funding that we pro-
posed in this budget will put their dependents on that
insurance scheme as well.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman and | welcome that response. | under-
stand that for some employees there is an issue with
their dependents.

Through you Mr. Chairman to the Honourable
Minister. Turning to page 457 of the Ownership Agree-
ment, Donations which is note 19 of your financial
statements— Donations in Kind in 2024 was $259,426;
donations in kind for 2025 is $11,309; and then there's
nothing forecasted for 2026 and 2027. In a nutshell,
[an] in-kind donation of $259,426 in 2024, to $11,300,
to basically nothing being budgeted. Then, Donations -
General for 2025 is forecasted to be $80,662 and noth-
ing is forecasted [for 2026 and 2027].

I'm asking the question in the light of under-
standing that someone was hired to basically go out
and assist with these kinds of things and raise dona-
tions. Going from $259,000, down to $11,300, to noth-
ing being forecasted — this person who was hired to
do that, what exactly are they doing?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. I'm
going to ask the acting manager to come and answer

this question.

[Pause]
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Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, | have the acting
manager, if you can just allow her to answer the ques-
tion.

Ms. Nyasha Reid, Senior Manager - Operations,
CAYS Foundation: Nyasha Reid, Senior Manager -
Operations, CAYS Foundation. Regarding the mem-
ber’s question on donations, through you Chair, the fig-
ure in 2024 was driven by fundraising that we did to
supply a cottage renovation that happened at the Bon-
aventure campus. We had a lot of in-kind donations so-
licited from community partners to renovate a space on
campus to create a specific two-bed facility that was in
line with our vision for the future in terms of the quality
of infrastructure, et cetera.

Similarly for 2025, in the last quarter of the
year, we have now begun renovations on the Boys’ an-
nex at Frances Bodden and you'll see an increase
again for in-kind donations for that particular project.

We hope to continue soliciting donations for
the upcoming fiscal year as well because our goal is to
renovate all our infrastructure to be in line with modern
standards in residential care, and much of that is driven
by partnerships with the community, with in-kind sup-
port, with people donating their time and efforts and
materials.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

Through you to the senior manager. What fore-
casted donations in kind are you looking for in 2026 and
20277

Ms. Nyasha Reid, Senior Manager-Operations,
CAYS Foundation: In 2026 and 2027, we'll be again
focusing on infrastructure development. They are quite
expensive projects. For example, we're looking to ren-
ovate Phoenix House which is our secure facility at
Bonaventure campus and the estimated cost for that is
$500,000. Overall, the estimated budget, not counting
Phoenix House, is roughly $2.6 million for renovating
Bonaventure and Frances Bodden to the standard that
we'd like to see.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay, thank you very
much.

Continuing back to the Minister, Mr. Chairman.
This is my last question for now, in case others may
have questions. In terms of some of the staff that you
have brought in from overseas, has anyone gone
through and checked their qualifications to see if what
they say they have, they really have?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. CAYS
again is an SAGC and staffing wouldn't necessarily be
under my remit but under the board and the chairman.
I would ask if you'd allow the senior manager to answer.

The Chairman: Please proceed.

Ms. Nyasha Reid, Senior Manager-Operations,
CAYS Foundation: Through you, Mr. Chair, to answer
the member’s question. | believe the question is what
vetting of qualifications is done. | can speak to our typ-
ical HR practice, which is whenever we do recruitment,
applicants complete an employment application form,
submit a resume and then also have to submit support-
ing documentation. This is all checked before we pro-
ceed with any job offer. Anyone in positions would have
to show proof that they do hold the qualifications that
they say on their CV. Whether it's certified copies of di-
plomas, et cetera, those are all provided.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman that's
fine. | realised | have the Chairman of the Public Ac-
counts Committee here to my right, so we can always
deep dive into some of the more pertinent issues at the
PAC level.

A last request from me, Mr. Chairman. Through
you to the Honourable Minister, can you send me their
policy and procedures manual, as well as a list of the
specific programmes that the foundation is actually
working on?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, | will
endeavour to get that policy to the member as soon as
| can.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Yeah, the list of pro-
grammes and then the policy and procedures manual.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. No other stuff. | will
speak to my chairman of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee and we can look at the qualifications issue.

The Chairman: Noted.

Any further questions on CAY 27? [Pause] Any
further questions on CAY 27 If not, in accordance with
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve the item on the Sched-
ule described as CAY 2 - Children and Youth Services
Foundation in the amounts of $4,350,000 in 2026 and
$4,350,000 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
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Agreed: CAY 2 passed.

NGS 64 - Care of the Indigent and Disabled Elderly
Persons

The Chairman: NGS 64 - Care of the Indigent and Dis-
abled Elderly Persons. Are there any questions?
[Pause] If there are no questions, pursuant to Standing
Order 83(3), | put the question that honourable mem-
bers approve the item on the Schedule described as
NGS 64 - Care of the Indigent and Disabled Elderly
Persons in the amounts of $2,756,989 in 2026 and
$2,756,989 in 2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 64 passed.

BLOCK VOTE:
NGS 66, NGS 67, NGS 71

The Chairman: NGS 66 - Foster Care for Children.

Members, just by way of indication, that way
we could take a block vote. Are there any questions on
NGS 67, NGS 71, NGS 86 or NGS 877

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question to honourable members to approve the fol-
lowing items on the Schedule described as—
e NGS 66 - Foster Care for Children,
$770,000 in 2026 and $770,000 in 2027;
e NGS 66 [sic] - Community Programmes -
Afterschool, $165,000 in 2026 and
$165,000 in 2027;
e NGS 71 - Support For Persons Experienc-
ing Domestic Abuse, $600,000 in 2026 and
$600,000 in 2027
to the Bill.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 66, NGS 67 and NGS 71 passed.

NGS 86 - Community Programmes - Meals on
Wheels

The Chairman: NGS 86 - Community Programmes -
Meals on Wheels. Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), |
move that NGS 86 - Community Programmes - Meals

on Wheels be approved on the Schedule in the
amounts of $500,000 in 2026 and $500,000 in 2027 to
form part of the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 86 passed.
NGS 87 - Gender Equality Cayman

The Chairman: NGS 87 - Gender Equality Cayman.
Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. To the Honourable Minister, | note in the
auxiliary notes it intimated that the funding was to con-
duct a national survey about diversity. Can the Minister
elucidate a bit further as to exactly what this survey
hoped to achieve and whether or not there is funding in
the budget to carry out the results of the survey.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Give me a minute, Mr. Chair.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, to the
Member for Cayman Brac East. After consulting with
the team, this is actually used to support a survey
through the Gender Equality NPO. They use the results
to see the movement through the workforce of the gen-
ders — how well they're moving, who gets promoted
more, type thing. The NPO carries out the survey and
they send the results to government and this is our con-
tribution to that survey.

The Chairman: Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. This is a one-off fund-
ing, is that correct?

Deputy

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, from
my understanding it has been done on three other oc-
casions before, but it's a one-time payment each year.

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | wasn't really planning to ask any more for
several reasons, but seeing that the Honourable Minis-
ter indicated that this is the third payment, can | take it
that they are in possession of at least two results from
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this survey? If so, what has been done to show value
for money with the results?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Just to give some correction,
| think | said it is done every year, but it's a survey that's
done every two years. The results are then given to us
and it will help us form any policy as it relates to gender
in the workplace. The entity also publishes those re-
sults.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Just curious,
what was the name of the entity?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: The name of the NPO is Gen-
der Equality Cayman.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you.
The Chairman: Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. Let me confirm, you
don't have any results or any reports pertaining to this.
Is that correct? It's only on the website, so you were not
produced any results at all?

Deputy

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. While
it's a fairly new subject for myself, | understand that the
results of the three surveys that were completed have
been received by the Ministry.

The Chairman: Member for George Town West, con-
tinuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Through you, Mr. Chair. Thank you. Are you
able to share the results with us, please?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, we
can, but like | said before, the results are also pub-
lished. It's public information.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Whichever is easier for you, sir.

Deputy

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Okay.

The Chairman: Minister, can you give an indication of
where the members can find the results?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: | will undertake to get the in-
formation to the member.

The Chairman: Is there a website?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: | will provide all the pertinent
information, but it is genderequalitycayman.ky. | will
send a link and | will also send the reports.

The Chairman: genderequalitycayman.ky?
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: That is correct, Mr. Chair.

The Chairman: Are there any further questions?
If there are no further questions—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | was trying my best to stay
out at this one because it seems a little bit sensitive, but
you know me, I'm the one who always asks the difficult
questions.

Here's what the concern is and | think the Min-
ister could just be straightforward about it. Gender
equality in Cayman, there are obviously some concerns
in the terminology in light of global circumstances in re-
spect to what is defined as gender. Are we talking about
the equality for women in a world where men run it and
women are not treated right? Are we talking about per-
sons changing their sexual categorisation? Because
members — | know, I'm the one who says all the bad
stuff — have uncomfortable feelings about that, so the
clarity is needed if this is investigating those types of
things before members vote for this, for $14,000 of the
taxpayer money.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. As far
as I'm aware, as far as | believe everyone else is aware,
| only know about two genders in Cayman — male and
female. | just consulted with the person and it's related
to the male and female issues. No other genders in
Cayman, sir; none.

The Chairman: Member, continuing.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | thank the Minister for that
answer. In any event, just be mindful that we are still a
Christian nation upon which we have our belief systems
and these things can easily be [misconstrued]. Be
mindful as you proceed, and | just asked so it doesn't
catch you off guard, because I've seen many times with
Ministers where things sneak into their ministries and
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into their curriculum and all kinds of other things. Obvi-
ously | know, I'm trying to be as sensitive as | can be,
but | don't want it to be something that sneaks up on
you, my brother. Please be cautious, yeah?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, |
would give the member the assurance that | support the
statement he made in that we are a Christian society. |
am not going to support anything other than the male
and female genders in subject matters that fall under
my area.

[Desk thumping]
[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: Thank you very much.
Lady Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Mr. Chair, thank you. Through you, can the
Minister confirm the website for me, please, one more
time?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, it's
genderequalitycayman.ky. | will send it to the member
in writing, | will send out the reports in writing, so she
doesn’t have to worry.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Yeah, because | don't see it exists. Thank
you.

[Pause]

The Chairman: Members, a website has been circu-
lated that seems to be embedded in LinkedIn. It's em-
bedded in ky.linkedin.com. Are members ready to vote
on this item or are there further questions? The Minister
has given an undertaking to get a result of the surveys
and circulate them to members.

Member for George Town West, I'm not going
to curtail the rights of yours or any members; if you
have more questions, please feel free.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Mr. Chair, thank you. I'm sorry to be a pain to
the Minister, but are you telling the country that we don't
have the resources in government to establish some-
thing regarding gender equality?

The Chairman: Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. What
I'm saying to this Committee—

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | just
have to apologise because | had to catch my breath, |
didn't want to answer the question with what came in
my head immediately. You wouldn't have liked the an-
swer, I'm sorry.

Anyway sir, through you Mr. Chair. We are set-
ting up the Gender Affairs Unit that would encompass
the management of the Anti-Sexual Harassment Act,
but this $14,000 is a portion of what the survey cost.
We give a contribution to it. We don't have staff that we
could use to sit down to do a $14,000 contribution sur-
vey.

The Chairman: Are there any further questions?
[Pause] Since there are no further questions, pursuant
to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve the item on the
Schedule described as NGS 87 - Gender Equality Cay-
man in the amounts of $14,000 in 2026 and 14,000 in
2027 to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NGS 87 passed.

TP 41 - Financial Assistance

The Chairman: TP 41 - Financial Assistance.
Honourable Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Can we ask for a division, please?

Deputy

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Members, can you assist the Chair?
It's nigh on 8pm. I've been requested to have a division
on the previous vote?

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Yes, Mr. Chair.

Deputy

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Sadly, | had moved on and approved
it to be part of the Schedule and | had already read out
TP 41. However, for the benefit of members and the
listening audience, | did not hear any Noes, so | took
that to be a unanimous approval.

TP 41 - Financial Assistance. As there are no
questions, pursuant to Standing Order 83(3)—

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | would just like to ask one
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question real quick that kind of covers both areas, TP
47 as well, because | think we're getting to that point
where we may be offering a block vote approach; at
least from my side of things.

Can the Minister say if there's any intention of
raising the Seafarers Ex-gratia payments in light of the
unfortunate inflation rate? As little as it may be, it is
something and the costs aren’t going down. This is a
two-year budget, is there any consideration over the
next two years to have an increase for the seafarers’
increments — yes or no?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. Right
at this point we don't have any consideration of raising
it, but certainly if economic conditions warrant it and we
have the funding, I'm sure that my colleagues will con-
sider it.

The Chairman: Excellent answer Minister.
[Laughter]

The Chairman: Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove—

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: | was intending to put a block vote be-
cause | heard no dissension to the suggestion.

[Inaudible interjection]
The Chairman: To the remainder of the Schedule, yes.
[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Excellent. Your consideration, mem-
bers, is greatly appreciated by the Chair and the Com-
mittee.

BLOCK VOTE:
TP 41, TP 47, TP 57, TP 115, TP 123

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the question as to whether honourable
members approve the following items on the Schedule
described as—
e TP 41 - Financial Assistance, $24,000,000
in 2026 and $24,000,000 in 2027;
e TP 47 - Ex-Gratia Benefit Payments to
Seafarers and Veterans, $10,000,000 in
2026 and $10,000,000 in 2027;
e TP 57 - Children and Family Services Sup-
port, $521,150 in 2026 and $521,150 in
2027;

e TP 115 - Hope for Today Foundation,
$100,000 in 2026 and $100,000 in 2027;
e TP 123 - Support for Community Develop-
ment and Activities, $250,000 in 2026 and
$250,000 in 2027
to form part of the Bill.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: TP 41, TP 47, TP 57, TP 115 and TP 123
passed.

TP 129 - Alex Panton Foundation Financial
Assistance Programme

The Chairman: TP 129 - Alex Panton Foundation Fi-
nancial Assistance Programme. Are there any ques-
tions?

Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, let me just say first and foremost
that | fully support this vote. My question is along the
line of 2027 having $150,000, while 2026 merely has
$100,000. | wonder whether there would be any con-
sideration to equalise the vote. Obviously, | don't have
the power to increase it, but if the Minister could find
$50,000 somewhere to bring it up. There's so much
stress amongst our young people, $100,000 doesn't go
very far.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second while | consult
with my team, sir.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
member raises a very important concern and | think
that's a concern that sits with everyone in this House,
about the mental health of our youth. | am sure that if
we need to increase that we can get the support of our
colleagues, but we will certainly look at our other votes
that we are not using as fast, if you want to say that,
and shift money around if we need to.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Mr. Chairman,
without being presumptuous, perhaps the Minister, if he
turns to page 24 there's at least one vote there that he
can take off $50,000 and he wouldn't even feel it —
McKeeva would say, quehey!
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[Crosstalk]

[Pause]

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Amendment to TP 129

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. After
a bit of consideration and discussion with the staff and
the Premier, we'd like to move an amendment to shift
some money [in] financial year 2026, from TP 130 to
TP 129 [of] $50,000 to make it $150,000 and make the
two years equal.

[Desk thumping]
[Inaudible interjection]
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: You behave yourself.

The Chairman: Members, | therefore move a motion
that TP 129 be increased to $150,000 and TP 130 be
reduced to $200,000 having a net neutral effect on the
overall Appropriation Bill; and that that Motion be al-
lowed to be conducted at this stage in the Committee.
The Minister will sign a written motion before we con-
clude the proceedings of the Committee.

TP 129 be increased by $50,000 in 2026 to
$150,000 and TP 130 be reduced to $200,000.

[Crosstalk]
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: For clarity—

The Chairman: Minister, | have just given the motion,
can you move it, please?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, | move a motion to
reduce TP 130 by $50,000 in 2026 and increase TP
129 by $50,000 to make it $150,000 for 2026.

The Chairman: Members, there's a motion on the
Floor of the Committee.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Amendment to TP 129 passed.

The Chairman: Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), |
move that TP 129 be approved as an item on the
Schedule to the Bill. It's described as Alex Panton
Foundation Financial Assistance Programme in the
amount of $150,000 in 2026 and $150,000 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: TP 129, as amended, passed.
TP 130 - Innovation and Research Support

The Chairman: TP 130. In accordance with Standing
Order 83(3), | put the question to honourable members
to approve the item on the Schedule described as TP
130 - Innovation and Research Support in the amounts
$200,000 in 2026 and $250,000 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: TP 130 passed.

TP 131 - Social Support Programme for Seniors
and Children

The Chairman: TP 131. As there are no questions,
pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put the question to
honourable members that TP 131 - Social Support Pro-
gramme for Seniors and Children in the amounts as fol-
lows, $500,000 in 2026 and $500,000 in 2027, appear
as an approved item on the Schedule to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: TP 131 passed.

El 78 - Ministry of Social Development and
Innovation

The Chairman: EI 78 - Ministry of Social Development
and Innovation.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In the spirit of it
being the last line item for the evening and wanting to
let our amazing staff get home to their families, |
quickly—
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An Hon. Member: We have Sports, Youth and Culture
to do.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Oh Jesus, Lord.

[Laughter]
The Chairman: Member, | like the way you're heading.
[Laughter]

The Chairman: Are we saying that we're going to have
this, plus a block vote for the next?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, you see, | was never in charge
of sports. My relationship was with social development.
Anyway, the point I'm getting at is that | see that there
is $5 million for 2026 and only $2.2 million for 2027.
Just trying to understand the reason why there's a ma-
jor difference; not disputing the amount, but there has
to be a rationale.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, some
of this is capital work for the Kirkconnell Care Centre
and that will be completed next year, so that wouldn't
go over into 2027. Also, much of our CapEx cost on the
CSD side has now turned into operational because of
the nature of the subscriptions.

The Chairman: Excellent.

In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the item on the Schedule described as El 78 -
Ministry of Social Development and Innovation in the
amount of $5,061,240 in 2026 and $2,289,240 in 2027
to the Bill.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: El 78 passed.

The Chairman: Members, that concludes the appropri-
ations to the Minister responsible for Social Develop-
ment and Innovation.

Minister, | presume there's a portion of your
staff that you would like to thank and, as the old people
would say, cut loose.

[Laughter]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, thank
you so much.

Mr. Chair, yes, absolutely. | want to thank this
fantastic group of people you see sitting in the back
here. They have done a wonderful job and they've con-
tinued to do a wonderful job on behalf of the people of
this country. You heard me earlier say in the statement,
for example, how much revenue CSD defends for this
country. | want to thank each and every single one you
see sitting here behind me; Ms. Nellie, the DCOs, all
the other staff members, the directors — | don't remem-
ber everybody’s names, please forgive me, but | mean
every single person sitting back there. While it's debat-
able on who is the A team, we are the A-plus team.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, | just want to, on behalf of the
Official Opposition, share the same sentiments and we
wish them well in the great service they award the peo-
ple of the Cayman Islands.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: It would be remiss of me, Mr.
Chair, if | didn't also thank — we joked about it earlier
— the previous Minister for the work that he did in that
four months, because obviously he is very passionate
about some of the areas that were in there. Thank you,
Sir.

The Chairman: Thank you. Thank you to the staff.

Now, we turn to the Appropriations to the Min-
ister for Youth, Sports, Culture and Heritage, who is the
same Minister.

[Long pause]

The Chairman: Members, | think | have been more
than accommodating and lenient as Chair. We have a
schedule and we have four ministries to go. Whilst |
know the hour has gotten to 8:21 p.m. | think we need
to give it a go at this Ministry. | think with cooperation
and with concise questions, you would be amazed what
we can achieve as a Committee. | think this has been
the A committee. | heard about the A team, but this has
been the A-plus committee. | am very confident that
once the Minister has given his statement that mem-
bers will find that we can get through the questions and
be able to do the work of our people.

Honourable Minister, YSC 1 - Advice and Sup-
port to the Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture and Her-
itage.

STATEMENT ON APPROPRIATIONS TO THE
MINISTER FOR YOUTH, SPORTS, CULTURE
AND HERITAGE

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Before
that, I'll read a statement for this Ministry.
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Mr. Chair, the Ministry of Youth, Sports, Cul-
ture and Heritage plays an important role in shaping a
future where every [young] mind is empowered with op-
portunity; sports is inclusive and the base for an active
and healthy lifestyle; and every cultural expression cel-
ebrates the spirit of what it means to be Caymanian.
As the Ministry responsible for Youth, Sports,
Culture and Heritage, we have worked diligently to en-
sure that all subjects under the ambit of this Ministry is
all-encompassing, strategically aligned and meets the
needs of our country. In doing so, we have tasked our-
selves to make certain that our young people are sup-
ported; sports whether competitive or recreational are
accessible; and we have embarked on reviewing poli-
cies and legislation to institutionalise culture and herit-
age in the Cayman Islands, for generations to come.
The Ministry has also established key priorities
which are as follows:
1. Talent Identification and Development;
2. Enhancement and Empowerment of
Youth;
3. Awareness and Preservation of Culture &
Heritage; and
4. Promoting an Active and Healthy Lifestyle
for All.

Mr. Chair, | hope you know that | said “4. Pro-
moting an active and healthy lifestyle for all” including
all of the Members in this Chamber right now.

These priorities will be achieved through the
provision of policy advice, administrative services, gov-
ernance support and the delivery of a range of pro-
grammes and services to the public, all while upholding
good governance through transparency and accounta-
bility.

In addition to the core administrative duties of
the Ministry, the Departments, Units and Statutory Au-
thorities and Government Entities, included in the Min-
istries remit are: The Youth Services Unit, The Depart-
ment of Sports, the National Gallery of the Cayman Is-
lands, Cayman Islands National Museum and Cayman
National Cultural Foundation. Together, all entities form
a vital framework dedicated to youth empowerment,
recreational and athletic physical development, cultural
and heritage preservation, awareness and institutional-
isation across our Islands.

Mr. Chair, we are invested in empowering our
young people and in doing so the Youth Services Unit
works with young people, communities, other Govern-
ment and non-Government agencies to empower
young men and women so that they can realise their
full potential as model citizens, contribute to national
development in all its forms, and ensure the sustaina-
bility of the future of the Cayman Islands.

We re-established the National Youth Commis-
sion, introducing a transparent Expression of Interest
process to ensure inclusivity and accountability in se-
lecting its members. The Commission is diligently work-
ing to be a strong voice for our young people, shaping

policy and supporting youth across our Islands. This
demonstrates our partnership with the civil service, civil
society, because true progress is built on collaboration.
The Youth Empowerment Symposium, is now
an annual event, empowering young Caymanians
through leadership and personal development. Our
CARICOM Youth Ambassador Programme was revital-
ised, and | am proud to note that in 2024, Caymanian
Ambassador Vanessa Burke from the district of West
Bay made history as the first Caymanian to serve as
Dean of the Regional Programme. These initiatives cel-
ebrate the talent, resilience, and excellence within our
young people.
[Desk thumping]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: We have enhanced the Na-
tional Sports Commission, providing stronger govern-
ance and strategy to elevate Caymanian athletics. In
addition, we continued to provide funding annually to
our existing eight core [focus] sports in Athletics, Bas-
ketball, Cricket, Football, Netball, Squash, Swimming
and Volleyball, and to the Cayman Islands Olympic
Committee. It is also common for the Ministry to provide
grants to sporting associations, clubs and athletes.

The Department of Sports provides technical
assistance where necessary to the focus sports, pro-
vides guidance on sport policy matters, monitors the
development of sports and provides support services
for various stakeholders including schools, sports
clubs, communities and sports associations.

Restructuring and expansion of services at the
Department of Sports is being done to ensure an inclu-
sive approach to services and to be able to provide op-
portunities for a wider range of ages. Some special ini-
tiatives now being offered are the annual Older Per-
sons Sports Day— Mr. Roy, you heard that?

[Laughter]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Some special initiatives now
being offered are the annual Older Persons Sports
Day, seniors’ exercise programmes — the seniors ex-
ercise programme is one of the programmes that |
spoke about earlier that happens at the Intergenera-
tional Hub as well — collaborative services with the
Prisons and other facilities while still offering various
sporting programmes in the community and schools.

A major milestone in sports is the planning and
development of the Cayman Islands Aquatic Centre, in-
clusive of a 50-metre and a 25-metre pool, a true game-
changer not only for local and regional swimming, but
also for community engagement. This initiative is a joint
project between the public [sector], NPO’s and private
sector and is a strong indicator that collaboration with
civil service, private sector and non-profits, is the best
way to achieve results.

In a historic moment for our Islands, we ap-
pointed Mr. Jordan Crooks as our first-ever Cabinet-ap-
pointed Sports Ambassador and we were proud when
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he represented the Cayman lIslands on the global
stage, breaking records and bringing home world
championship medals.

Mr. Chair, for the first time in the Cayman Is-
lands, we also proudly hosted the 4th Caribbean Forum
of the World Anti-Doping Agency, which strengthens
our regional commitment and supports the importance
of zero substance use in sports. This reflects a stronger
and fairer Cayman that adapts to a changing world, one
that upholds integrity, health, and opportunity for all.

We eagerly anticipate the completion of the re-
view of the National Youth and National Sports Policies
in the 2026-2027 budget cycle. These policies will pro-
vide a strategic and comprehensive direction for the de-
velopment of youth and sports initiatives in the Cayman
Islands. With the final review we will finalise further con-
sultation for implementation of these frameworks.

Culture and Heritage has been a key element
in our work. With the recognition of Emancipation Day
at the end of 2023, after a 62-year absence, this was a
profound step in reclaiming an important aspect of our
heritage. | am proud, Mr. Chair, that we are now cele-
brating this part of our history annually.

With the approval of Cabinet, we are now for-
mally recognising five new National Symbols further
strengthening national pride and identity. With our Na-
tional Dish, Drink, Dessert, Dance, and Dress high-
lighted through the “Weh We From” campaign, Cay-
manian identity and pride was featured through story-
telling, books, and social media engagement. Mr.
Chair, initiatives such as these embody the very es-
sence of a modern Cayman, one that is proudly rooted
in our past, yet confident and forward-looking as we
embrace the future. They remind us that our cultural
heritage is not a relic of history, but a living foundation
that informs who we are, how we grow, and how we
present ourselves to the world.

The development and the publication of a book
series began with Our National Heroes, an educational
book written by Mrs. Camille Angel (née Bodden) and
illustrated by Mr. Brian Watler Jr. This book takes
young readers on a historical journey to learn about and
increase awareness of important Caymanian figures
who have helped shape our beloved isles.

Our National Symbols is an educational book
designed to teach young readers about the symbols
that help foster national identity and cultural pride. The
Cayman lIslands has 11 National Symbols and this
book highlights them all: The Coat of Arms, National
Flag, National Song, National Bird, National Tree, Na-
tional Flower, National Dance, National Drink, National
Dish, National Dessert and the National Dress. This
book has been published and we are eagerly awaiting
its arrival.

Another book entitled Freely is a story of eman-
cipation written by Camille Angel and illustrated by
Raphael Powery. It is in its final stages of development
for publication. Additionally, with permission from the

West Bay Heritage Committee we republished the
West Bay Dictionary, a collection of West Bay words
from years gone by. Mr. Chair, | know you’d be proud
of that one. Over 2,000 copies of each publication have
been printed and distributed to all public and private
schools for classrooms and libraries as well as the pub-
lic libraries across the Islands, at no cost to these insti-
tutions, an effort to ensure these materials are accessi-
ble.

Community engagement has been at the heart
of our work. The operationalisation of the Intergenera-
tional Hub, Cayman Collection Centre, the Sunrise In-
tergenerational Cottage in East End and the Emanci-
pation Centre, have all created new spaces for cultural
learning and connection. These initiatives show that in-
vesting at the community level creates lasting benefits
that strengthen the social fabric of our Islands.

In addition to the existing Culture and Heritage
facilities, the Ministry is excited to establish, in this up-
coming Budget cycle, facilities to highlight the history of
our Uniform Services and artefacts from our eastern
district which are very unique to those areas.

In precious memory of our creative and tal-
ented artisan, the late Ms. Reba Dilbert, with approval
and blessings from the family, we wish to open a centre
that will keep her memory alive by teaching our children
the skill of costume making. This all brings further ex-
citement to our Culture and Heritage services in the
new budget cycle.

Mr. Chair, with the restructuring of the Cele-
brate Cayman Team in the Ministry of Youth, Sports,
Culture and Heritage, we are now bringing together the
Ministry’s Events Unit and the Culture & Heritage Unit
under a unified framework. The focus of this team will
be to promote, educate, protect, and celebrate all
things Caymanian — instilling pride, respect, apprecia-
tion, and national cohesion throughout our Islands.

In addition to the various works in the Ministry,
our statutory authorities are fundamental to the preser-
vation and interpretation of culture and heritage, provid-
ing educational experiences, collecting, conserving and
exhibiting culturally significant objects and are custodi-
ans of our heritage. The National Gallery has expanded
educational services across all three Islands; [and] the
National Museum has presented powerful exhibitions
such as “Slavery Be Dead, We Be Free”; and the Cay-
man National Cultural Foundation continues to expand
its efforts in fostering artistic expression.

Mr. Chair, the Ministry undertook a series of im-
pactful capital projects during the 2024-2025 Budget
year and we look forward to completing projects and
starting new projects in 2026-2027.

These investments through our subjects will
also reflect our government’s ongoing commitment to
improving infrastructure, ensuring safety and accessi-
bility, and providing opportunities for our people across
all districts.
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Among the major accomplishments, the Cay-
man Islands Aquatic Centre saw the acquisition of ma-
terials and supplies for the installation of two new pools,
marking a significant step toward enhancing aquatic
and other sports development in the Cayman Islands.
At George Dixon Park, ongoing works include the in-
stallation of a new multi-sport court and procurement
for a canopy cover, bocce court, and bike trail, creating
a more versatile and family-friendly recreational space.

The Donovan Rankine Sports Complex bene-
fited from the installation of ball catch nets and refur-
bishment of its irrigation system; while at the Truman
Bodden Sports Complex, the Ministry oversaw the re-
location of the shot-put throwing area, replacement of
goal systems for four netball courts, optimisation of irri-
gation systems, retiling and repainting of restrooms,
and replacement of hydraulic lifts for the field light
poles, ensuring the facility remains safe, modern, and
competition-ready.

The East End Cottage was redesigned, reno-
vated, and reopened as the Intergenerational Cottage
for the Eastern districts, providing a welcoming space
for youth and older persons to connect and learn from
one another. Restoration of the Arlette Diaz House on
Goring Avenue progressed with significant exterior
work completed to preserve its historic integrity, while
the Intergenerational Hub at MacLendon Drive saw the
completion and occupation of newly fitted-out offices
and programming spaces, further strengthening our
community outreach.

In terms of capital investments, Mr. Speaker,
the Ministry expects to allocate $5.3 million in 2026 and
$6.9 million in 2027 toward major development works
that will elevate our national facilities to world-class
standards.

Key projects include:

e Donovan Rankine Sports Complex — De-
velopment of a modern player pavilion, im-
proved lighting, and upgraded amenities to
enhance local and regional sporting
events.

o Ed Bush Revitalisation Project — Compre-
hensive renovations to the central chang-
ing rooms, grounds, and fencing, as well
as revitalisation of the practice field to meet
community needs and modern standards.

e Turf Upgrades — Installation of new turf at
the Annex, Ed Bush, and Haig Bodden
fields, supporting safe play and sustaina-
ble maintenance.

e National Stadium Revitalisation Project
(Phase 1) — Implementation of a master
plan addressing parking, grandstands,
field and track upgrades, and restroom fa-
cilities to transform the site into a premier
national venue.

¢ Establishment of an Artefact Centre for the
eastern districts and for Uniform Service.

e Restoration of existing premises for both
the National Gallery and the Cayman Na-
tional Cultural Foundation.

e Museum Building Enhancements — Instal-
lation of lift access for differently-abled per-
sons and a modern fire suppression sys-
tem to ensure safety and accessibility for
all.

Through these projects and initiatives, we are
reducing inequalities and building a Cayman that is
healthier and more productive for every citizen of all
ages and abilities, preserving our culture and heritage,
while remaining competitive and relevant on the inter-
national stage.

In conclusion Mr. Chair, the budget for the Fi-
nancial Year 2026-2027 embodies our collective vi-
sion, uniting our youth, strengthening our sporting ca-
pacity, and honouring our culture and heritage. It is a
budget that reflects who we are as a people and where
we are determined to go as a nation.

The Ministry has set forth a series of strategic
initiatives and capital projects that will lend to preserv-
ing culture and heritage, elevate our sporting facilities,
and enhance opportunities for youth engagement
across the Cayman Islands. Through collaboration with
the civil service, the private sector, and our non-profit
partners, we are building the foundation for sustainable
progress.

It is clear that this budget is about lasting op-
portunities for all Caymanians, a Cayman that is strong
and fair, modern yet rooted in its proud heritage. | thank
you, for the opportunity to share our vision and plans
for the 2026-2027 financial years, and | look forward to
working together, with my colleagues, our communi-
ties, and all our partners, to make these goals a reality
for our beloved Islands.

Thank you and God bless.

APPROPRIATIONS TO THE MINISTER FOR
YOUTH, SPORTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE

The Chairman: Honourable members, YSC 1 - Advice
and Support to the Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture
and Heritage. Are there any questions?

Lady Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Mr. Chair, thank you. Thank you to the Min-
ister. Can you identify what matrix is used to determine
funding regarding local sports federations?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. Can
you elaborate on what you actually mean by that?

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: What matrix is being used to determine how
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much money is given to local federations? How do you
assign that?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Okay, | just want to under-
stand what you mean. Are you talking about the eight
focus sports we were talking about just now, or just for
the other sporting entities in general?

[Inaudible response]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Okay. Through you, Mr. Chair,
usually the groups write to us requesting a grant, it's
then submitted to a grants committee and they make
an assessment on it based on several different varia-
bles and then they will send it forward for recommen-
dation.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: Pertaining to sports federation in itself, as in
track and field for example, is there any performance-
based funding model in place when it comes to our
track athletes or swimming athletes?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair.
Again, if you're referring to the eight focus sports we
have, which are track and field, football, cricket, swim-
ming, basketball, volleyball, et cetera, they have to sign
a purchase agreement. If you look in the purchase
agreement, you'll see those metrics that they are meas-
ured against.

The Chairman: Honourable Member.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy
Speaker: There is a performance-based model in
place, is that correct? Meaning they have to perform at
a certain level or certain results must be attained in or-
der for them to get funding.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: No, it's not necessarily perfor-
mance-based, Mr. Chair. They have to be in compli-
ance with the purchase agreement that they signed and
are billed quarterly, because they have to send their re-
ports in quarterly and it's assessed based on that.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Mr. Chair.

The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you to
the lady member who has just given me way while she's
looking at her documents.

Through you to the Honourable Minister, can
you confirm that in the allocations or distribution of the
funding that part of it is for the development of the var-
ious skills— seeing as we're a relatively young democ-
racy and we're still trying to develop them for the world
stage?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
member’s question is actually quite important regarding
us trying to develop our athletes. We’re doing that
through the National Sports Commission, that will help
us. Once we look at the policies that we have there,
they will help us with developing our athletes and it's
not necessarily through these funding mechanisms for
the eight focus sports.

The Chairman: Any further questions?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: | think if | ask the question a different way,
maybe we can get a different... Regardless of the re-
sults of the athletes’ training, do we continue to fund
these programmes? | think what we're trying to accom-
plish is, we fund these programmes, which | think de-
serve the funding, but how do we know that they are
doing what we want them to do, which is to produce
great athletes? That's a subjective thought, so | guess
the question is, are there any metrics of outcomes for
what happens? Do we make a CARIFTA squad that
medals, or is there any criteria upon which they con-
tinue to get funding, or is it just an automatic situation?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. No,
it's not automatic. They have to submit their quarterly
reports and it's based on the purchase agreement, so
they have to ensure they meet the criteria set in the
purchase agreement in each and every one of their
quarterly reports. Then, it comes back to the Ministry,
it's reviewed by the managers [INAUDIBLE] the Deputy
Chief Officers, and once they review it and they are
okay with the report, then it goes on for the payment to
be distributed.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Minister. Do we check to see the level of Caymanian
participation in these programmes?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, in the
focus sports it's part of the agreement, but through the
other sporting bodies, like a football club, it's one of the
questions that's asked in the process of filling out the
grant application, in regard to Caymanians on the team,
how many Caymanians are going to be involved with
that sporting event for the grant that they are request-

ing.

The Chairman: Member of Bodden Town West, con-
tinuing.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, through you. | want to use for
example, the Cayman Islands National Squash Associ-
ation. They get like $150,000 of taxpayers’ money.
Roughly how many Caymanian children are in that pro-
gramme?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | don't
have that particular set of information on hand; certainly
we can get it for you. What is important is that we give
those Caymanians an opportunity to get the training,
but these days, you know, you just can't look at some-
body and say that they’re not a Caymanian. | will get
that information and | can pass it on to you, sir.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: That's fine.

Mr. Chairman, going back to the programmes
— some of these associations, do we look at the back-
ground of the people who run these programmes to see
if there are any complaints against them for racism or
discrimination or anything like that? Or, if they had a
complaint, who would they make it to?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair.
There’s specific criteria they have to meet in terms of
what they produce and send to us, but they also have
to attend the Darkness to Light Training. Because chil-
dren are involved, we have to ensure that we do what
we can and ensure that they also protect the children
in their care. Certainly, through the purchase agree-
ment, they have to ensure that they perform and deliver
certain metrics.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Taking the inspiration
and the lead from the honourable Chair in his remarks
about making sure we ventilate these issues in Finance
Committee— | am inspired by the Chairman's remark.
There's one name that keeps popping up, which | will
tell you right now — Richard Lyden. Look into him for
me, please. | understand he's one who doesn’t mean
Caymanians too well.

You said this is the forum for it, well this is the
forum for it.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Your concerns are noted, sir.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Member for George Town Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: I'm always relieved when I'm not the one
who's stirring the pot.

I would like to ask the Minister for support again
with the Central Scranton Park, of which he is aware
that there is a multipurpose court being installed. | know
that it will be installed beautifully because the Minister
now responsible for the park is making [adjustments] to
the levelling of the basketball court to make sure that
it's appropriately levelled. | know your Deputy Chief Of-
ficer went down there and saw that it needed some ad-
justments and the Minister has given me his commit-
ment to have that fixed.

With that being said, | know you have some
TPs available for community clubs and sponsors and
so forth, it is my hope to get basketball back to where it
used to be for George Town. | know you are a man from
the east, as most wise men come.

An Hon. Member: Yes, sir.
[Laughter]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: No truer words have ever
been spoken.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: A wise man as you are, | know you would
support me in my efforts to build back that strong bas-
ketball culture we had in George Town. I'm asking you
from now to help support a George Town Central bas-
ketball club which we intend to bring to the court and
keep our youth in a very positive sporting arena.

Again, you are aware of the design of the park
to have several things happening and | want that func-
tioning and highly trafficked as often as possible, so I'll
be reaching out for support in respect to bringing that
to fruition.
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: The Filipinos already
gone with that!

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Nuh no Filipino comin’ deh! Sorry, no disre-
spect. Mr. Chairman, in your spirit of ventilating the
truth, | want to make it clear. Unfortunately, there has
been a culture of takeover in respect to the basketball
courts. Though | support them — if | understand cor-
rectly, it's [like] the national sport in their country —
there have been some disputes over the ability of Cay-
manians to have access to the courts. I'll tell you what,
| don't think they're gonna be able to come down to
Central and do that, so that's a different story alto-
gether.

| want it to be minded that the intention for that
is to get the young people in my community [engaged]
with something positive happening. | want to stick to the
positives. | just want your support for a basketball club
and I'm hoping that you would award the support or that
commitment.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair. | just
want to remind the Member for George Town Central it
says ‘youth and sports’, the first two words in our Min-
istry.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, did | take that as a commit-
ment? | heard him recognise the labelling of his Minis-
try, | just didn't hear the part about him committing to
supporting the basketball club.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: We will commit to providing
whatever support we need to for our youth and if it
means basketball club in Central, we will work on that,
Sir.

The Chairman: Lady Member for West Bay West, Ms.
Hunter.

Mrs. Julie J. T. Hunter, Elected Member for West
Bay West: Thank you, Mr. Chair. As the Parliamentary
Secretary for Culture and Heritage, I've had the privi-
lege to witness first-hand some of the tireless efforts of
the Minister, his department, and his staff. | don't really
have a question, but | just want to make a statement to
show my support for the tireless efforts that they have
participated in across not only the Islands but the region
in the many community and cultural events that | have
attended and participated in.

With the return of CARIFESTA in 2025, | just
want to say that was a truly remarkable experience for
me. | had the honour of attending and supporting our
delegation as we proudly showcased Caymanian cul-

ture on the international stage in Barbados. Our repre-
sentation went far beyond traditional dress. It included
our artisans, our singers, performers, creators, facilita-
tors and panellists, and it was truly inspiring to me to
see our Islands shine amongst many of the nations, es-
pecially the showcasing of our own filmmaker, Jazz Pit-
cairn’s short film, /van which received tremendous
feedback. The positive reception of our delegation was
a proud moment for all of us as Caymanians.

| also want to commend the folk singers on the
job that they are doing.

Mr. Chairman, preserving our culture and her-
itage must be a collective effort for all of us. Each of us
has a role to play. | was so proud when Minister Ran-
kine so passionately said the other night at the concert
that all of us have to teach one to take our culture and
heritage forward. He challenged all of us that each one
of us should take one young person this year and teach
them a form of art, teach them one aspect of our culture
or a story, something from the past that we can pass
on. That really challenged me.

Attending the concert as a whole was a real
proud moment for me, because not only were the folk
singers performing at a very high level, but they’ve now
established a junior folk singers choir to pass on the
torch to our youth. Seeing the children as young as 10
performing so beautifully was really inspiring and it was
a powerful reminder that our heritage is so very, very
important and it is to be lived every single day.

| just want to say well done to the folk singers,
well done to the Ministry of Culture and Heritage, Ms.
Teresa, Ventisha, Minister Rankine and all of their staff
who put so much effort into preserving our culture and
heritage. Well done, all of you.

[Desk thumping]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: If | could add Mr. Chair, for the
first time ever in a CARIFESTA event they had a youth
delegation, and this is the first time ever that we in-
cluded participants from the Brac. | will ensure that we
will always do that. As long as | am Minister, we need
to ensure that whatever we do, we do it in the Brac, or
if we go to events like CARIFESTA, they are part of that
as well. We can't just talk about preserving our culture
and heritage in Grand Cayman alone.

An Hon. Member: Amen.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: | also want to note to the lady
Member for Cayman Brac East and the young gentle-
man here to my right, that we will be working together
to ensure that that is done across the Cayman Islands.

Hon. Nickolas T. A. DaCosta: Thank you very much,
Sir.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
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Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We've been going all over
the place with this. | just want to take it back to sports.
Basketball, Mr. Chairman — | never thought | would be
the one sitting here asking questions on basketball, but
my youngest son made sure that | was dragged out of
bed sometimes at minutes to five in the morning to take
him to National Team training, only to find out that the
particular hall they were using was used the night be-
fore for another event, so their training was cancelled.

| have experience with basketball where the
National Team wants to train and end up chipping in
$25 each to rent the facility, sometimes from govern-
ment, or to pay the coach. | don't know what the money
goes to just to have a training session or a balling ses-
sion, and these are all Caymanian kids — very moti-
vated, dedicated boys and girls. Like | said, they go to
the Breakfast Club, 5 o'clock every morning when they
have an opportunity to do so, and they do not have a
home to train in. They have nowhere dedicated where
they have the ability to run a regular schedule of Na-
tional Team training.

| want to ask the Minister if there are any plans
for a basketball arena of any kind or a dual purpose
complex that the Basketball Association would have
access to on a regular basis.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. We
share some of the facilities that are available right now,
for example, the school hall at John Gray, but as far as
| can remember, the Basketball Association has a lease
from government to do exactly what you're talking
about. Obviously, we'd have to produce some follow up
with them to find exactly where they are in that process,
but they had a peppercorn lease with government very
near to the university, | believe, and they were sup-
posed to be establishing that. | will give a commitment
to follow up with them and find out where they are with
that and | see how we can help support them.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you. Just to say, as a parent, we've asked that
question numerous times: how can we help? As par-
ents, we've chipped in to rent everything from the ARC
to the other school halls so that they could have a prac-
tice or play games.

I had no idea, honestly, that basketball was as
big amongst our young people as it is.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Par-
don?

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: They medal
when they go out to compete.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
They do very well when they do travel. | just wanted to
raise that here today. He's no longer playing, mainly
because after he got to 17, there was no programme to
move on to, other than high school.

Continuing on basketball. | know the Deputy
[Leader] alluded to it earlier, and | have no issue. |
checked into it. The Cox Court in George Town is a
community court. That was another spot where the kids
used to meet up on a Sunday afternoon, Saturday af-
ternoon, some evenings during the week. Actually,
some evenings during the week, | was pleasantly sur-
prised by the interaction between the more senior bas-
ketball players, local basketball players and the kids
when they went out. They included them. | remember
in West Bay playing football, you had to sit on the side-
line until one of the senior guys said you come and re-
place me— but they picked the teams evenly with the
kids and adults.

However, several months out of the year, the
court is booked out by a league. | think, rather than the
parents or the kids taking their allowances to book the
ARC for $200 or whatever it is, the league should go
and book a school hall or the ARC at Camana Bay and
the community court should be a community court.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: | agree.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Hear, hear!

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: | un-
derstand that what they're doing is above board. It's ac-
tually booked for them by the Basketball Association,
but the Cox Court in my constituency is a community
court and that should stay as a community court. Tour-
ists go out there and use it. Some of the day-care
schools take the kids out there in the day. | do know
that it's a very healthy environment in the evenings, a
positive and healthy environment with senior and junior
Caymanian basketballers.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair.
The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: In my opinion, if we want our
kids to get better, we have to have more facilities like
that for them to have access to at all times to play on.
For example, the development that we say we are go-
ing to do in East End at the George Dixon Park, which
is a covered multipurpose court; that's another space.
We need to have those kind of spaces all over our com-
munities. North Side just built a basketball court near
the launching ramp. We need to develop these kind of
spaces for our kids from the time they are young, even
if they'’re in a league, because when they are not play-
ing league games, they can still continue to practise
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and show their skills and develop the skills that they've
learned.

In saying all that Mr. Chair, it would be most
welcome support from all Members of this House to,
once the financial wherewithal shows itself that we can
develop more sporting facilities for our kids.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you.

The Chairman: Leader of the Opposition, continuing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | guess | should have put a
question to the Minister. My question to the Minister is:
would he agree with me that the Cox Court should be
reserved as a community court and not booked out for
leagues?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.
[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
short answer is yes, | think we should support it as a
community-based basketball court, but | guess with the
right management of it, | can't see the reason why at
some point if there's a league game in the night time,
why we couldn't share. Certainly, | think we should use
it quite often as a community court. There are also
some courts down at the back of the George Town Pri-
mary School, are those still used?

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: No,
not appropriate. The one at Cox is very basic as well
and could use some TLC.

Through you, Mr. Chairman to the Minister.
Again, the persons using the court have full permission.
My understanding is that the association books it for
them. They designate that court for their league, but
they have several games per night, plus they do food,
entertainment, all sorts, so there's no opportunity to
share the court. That's my point. | think the intention of
that court was for a community court, for the community
to use, not for a specific league to dominate or take any
evening of the court, in fact. | can understand a one-off
event, but not a full season of league matches.

The Chairman: Mr. Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, | will
have discussions with my team because initially, |
thought it wasn’t on our asset register, but | would just
confirm that it is. I'll have some discussions with them
and see what we can organise in terms of ensuring that
the community gets its fair share of play on that court.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you.
The Chairman: Just to say, Minister, perhaps one
thing you could do and get a report back to all members
of the Committee in writing is, as | understand it, just as
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition has alluded
to, the hall at John Gray is shared among all associa-
tions and everyone is given access. In other words, no
one entity can just pre-book and therefore just pre-book
all the slots. | think that's the issue that's at hand here,
all of the slots get booked; and so once all the slots get
booked, anyone else that calls, there are no viable slots
after work available.

| can assure the Honourable Leader of the Op-
position, | can't dribble, | can barely rebound and | can't
shoot, but basketball is very good exercise. In my early
twenties, | can assure you that was at a community
court, because | used to drive from West Bay, before
we had the court at Sir John A. Cumber Primary
School, it was a group of us who used to go to Town
and pick-up basketball games were allowed there be-
cause no one entity had it booked out all the time.

Perhaps Minister, we might want to look at that
land space. | think we still own some land in that area.
Perhaps this is an opportunity to have multiple courts
as well. We can talk all we want about all of the training
that happens, the Magic Johnson effect is still how you
learn to be a proficient player. You have a basketball in
your hand at all times, you dribble to and from the bath-
room, to and from the local court and that's how you
then become extremely skilled. Pick-up basketball
courts across the United States of America is where
great players are made and then refined at school un-
der instruction. We need these community courts to re-
ally, really be in effect, as the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition has alluded to.

The Chairman: Honourable Member for Bodden Town
West, and then Red Bay.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, | just want to go on record and
thank you as Minister of Finance and the Honourable
Minister of Sports for the basketball court at the Will T.
Park, once Minister Jay completes it.

On a more serious note, the average voter age
in the last election was like 52 or 53. We have an age-
ing population and whether we like it or not, we have
got to start doing more to encourage wellness, because
| can tell you we have not dealt with NGS 55 or HEA 2
yet, and it would be much cheaper to invest in activities
where people can go and get healthy versus the other
side.

[Desk thumping]
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Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: We know what it looks
like when they don't do it. | want to thank you all in ad-
vance for finding the funds and for Minister Jay for de-
veloping the park, which | know is in your budget, so |
appreciate it.

Thank you.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, | also want to echo
your sentiments in the remarks you gave earlier. Cer-
tainly we will have a look at the space at Cox and see
if there's anything that we can steal from the Housing
Trust to develop some more courts, because | think that
would be one of the ways to go. Then we could desig-
nate one of those courts as the community court, you
can't be playing league game on that and things like
that. We must invest more in sports, that is a no-
brainer. We must invest more in sports.

The Chairman: Honourable Member for Red Bay, Mr.
Tatum.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Mr. Chair, thank you very much. I'm
gonna join unna in the basketball conversation, but be-
fore | do, | want to echo the words of my friend across
the way, in terms of the huge importance of Cayman
culture, but | take my hat off especially to all the people,
all the volunteers who spend the time to keep our cul-
ture alive. We owe them a huge amount.

In terms of basketball, Mr. Chairman, | agree
entirely. We need more facilities. The Eddie Sanchez
Community Park has space. In the ‘Go East’ spirit, after
you pass Cox, I've been looking at doing something, as
the Minister knows, but we need a bigger push in terms
of trying to get a basketball court there for use by the
youngsters in the area. A multipurpose court perhaps.
Let's think of that facility as well, Ministers, as we're
looking to broaden the availability of basketball courts.

| have one other issue after this.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, | again agree with
us investing in sports and certainly he and | can have a
conversation on some of the sporting facilities that we
can possibly work to have installed at the Sanchez
Park.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: That would be very good, sir. It
would serve both the Red Bay and the Prospect con-
stituencies. | think that would be a very good thing if we
could get that done.

I've been trying also to get some entities to
possibly look at funding that, but let's talk later offline.

The Chairman: Honourable member, continuing.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you. Through you, sir, to the
Minister. | know government used to provide a grant to

the Cayman Island Sailing Club to provide sailing les-
sons and sailing experiences for young people from the
schools, including many Caymanians. | was, prior to
the election, understanding that that funding had
stopped. | was just wondering if you could let me know
if that's still the case or if funding has been returned to
the sailing club so that we can get youngsters sailing
and keep that Caymanian tradition. That's another part
of our culture that we want to make sure doesn't die, so
if we can [we should] make sure that Caymanian
youngsters in particular have the opportunity to learn
sailing skills. | recall that the club was started by folks
like John Bodden, Gerry Kirkconnell and so on— who
also were Olympians.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
grant is still available, you just have to apply to the min-
istry to be considered.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: | thought | understood that that re-
quest had been made, though this was prior to the elec-
tion. | need to follow up with him to see if anything has
happened. If you could check into that and let me know,
I'd be grateful.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you Mr. Chair, | ask
the Member for Red Bay if he could just get them to
send me an email with the grant request.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: So said, so done, sir.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Member for George Town
Central.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you. That's supposed to be the one
that you never forget.

Mr. Chairman, | would just like to help my good
friend say borrow permanently, rather than steal from
his colleague down at housing— you can borrow the
land permanently because it's for all of us. Just move
the boundary one little bit, yeah.

Speaking of basketball, the Cayman Classic
has been an event that has brought much tourism op-
portunities and great opportunities for exposure, but |
see that there's nowhere in any of the budgets where
the money is allocated. | figured that maybe they took
it from another Minister and gave it to you. I'm hoping
that this Cayman Classic is going to be supported as it
brings in tremendous amounts of tourism revenue as
well as tourism exposure from a TV rights perspective
and advertising. We normally would give them a mini-
mum of $75,000 per year, which we get back quite
quickly, unlike some other ones.
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| do not see it in the Minister for Tourism's
budget, which is quite sad. | don't know if it's something
that your Ministry would support. | would support in-
creasing your budget by $75,000 today, if that is the
case and is necessary. It would be very sad if Cayman
Classic would not be able to continue due to lack of
funding. Could you opine in any capacity?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister, can you speak to
the Cayman Classic?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | think
we have given the Cayman Classic some level of spon-
sorship, but | think most of it, as the Member for George
Town Central has alluded to, came from the Ministry of
Tourism. Now, if the Ministry of Tourism wants to give
me the $75,000 to manage that for him, | will gladly take
it. Otherwise, if he would support increasing the sports
budget, | will take that as well so we can support that,
because | see the benefit of the Cayman Classic. | have
been around it for the last 2, 3 years and | see the value
that they bring. | see the tourism dollars that they bring,
because when the teams come they don't just come
with their teams, they come with their families and
friends. Many people come to the Islands to watch the
Cayman Classic.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you Mr. Minister, and I'll further the
questions when we get to the Ministry of Tourism's out-
put. Hopefully there could be some further explanation.

| do have one other question about basketball
if we can. | had proposed, during the administration of
which | was a part, trying to partner with the Lions Club
for the Lions Centre. | say this from an investment per-
spective and it's kind of hard and late now, but I've al-
ways said to the government to consider investments
and support to the Lions Club of Grand Cayman be-
cause they own Lions Centre. Lions Centre has been a
facility that has been offering services and support to
the Cayman Islands for decades upon decades. The
value of the things they have done are probably un-
quantifiable. We see that there needs to be some up-
grades to the Lion Centre and | know the non-profit is
trying to raise the necessary monies.

I made a proposal, but unfortunately the elec-
tion came and financial availability wasn't there then,
but I think it's something the government should con-
sider, which is to provide financial support as an invest-
ment into the Centre because it hosts so many things.

It used to be the number one location for Miss
Cayman. They've had conferences there. Unfortu-
nately, they have a lot of loud music which the home-
owners in the back are now at odds with. | know that
the Lions Club would love it to be enclosed which al-
lows further offerings. | was of the view from the Minis-
ter of Tourism's perspective that conference tourism is
something that we cannot attract and there's a niche

market there available for us to get, but we never have
a large enough facility outside of the hotels which are
pretty expensive. If you were to take up all the money
that we spend at the hotels to have any kind of confer-
ence, just in one year’s spend we could probably make
back that money and give it to the Lions Club which can
then use the function of that place for the other things
that they do to give back to the community.

Mr. Chairman, what I'm suggesting the govern-
ment to consider — and it leads back to the sports com-
ponent, which is another area and another facility for
sporting programmes because it is a centre that allows
loads of things, but basketball was one of the main
ones — maybe it should consider lending the neces-
sary amounts to the Lions Club of Grand Cayman non-
profit association and get the equity back by way of
guarantee of usage, whereby government normally
would pay a hotel or some other facility to use it, we
can just work back off the money over maybe a 2, 5 or
10-year period.

We would know that that investment is not only
getting our money back, but also helping that non-profit
in the good work that they do. We can actually bring
back Miss Cayman to a location other than the hotels,
we can have a better sporting location outside of the
schools. We can enclose it and stop the music that is
disturbing the residents around the area and we are in-
vesting in a non-profit that has been reinvesting back
into the Cayman Islands for decades. | think there are
so many positive opportunities to give back by doing
this. | don't think it would cost the government more
than maybe $1-2 million and | think it would definitely
be worth it from all those points; so | hope that the gov-
ernment will consider that.

| know that the Minister will not be able to an-
swer that, but | know the Honourable Premier is listen-
ing and if there's ever an opportunity to consider it, |
would love to hear.

The Chairman: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Could it be
done in consideration with block voting the rest of this
appropriation?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Yeah, I'm happy to entertain it, but I'm actu-
ally asking a serious question.

The Premier, Hon. André M. Ebanks: Serious ques-
tion, yes. For all the reasons you said it is a valid pro-
posal, so we'll look into it.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Okay, thank you.

Lastly, when we're talking about basketball and
services, | just want to thank the company Island Pav-
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ing that has done a tremendous job helping [with] bas-
ketball courts — sometimes for free — to make sure
kids have a play area. | know the company worked well
with the Minister and his development for the basketball
court in North Side at a discounted price. Island Paving
has always been supportive of doing this. | think when
it comes to basketball, what the government should do
is sit with Island Paving and say— matter of fact, | think
Dart had a plan similar to this where they wanted a
number of basketball courts all across the island and |
don't know why that was dropped.

Basketball, like the Leader has said, is a grow-
ing national sport, more than it's ever been before. In-
vesting in these types of facilities is low cost, first off,
particularly the ones on the outside and it will keep our
kids from doing other things. I'll tell you the truth, if |
wasn't at the basketball court as much as | was when |
was younger, | would be worse than | am now — and
unna know | rough. Think about that from a positive per-
spective.

| just want to give that endorsement to Island
Paving and thank them for all that they do in respect of
this. Maybe with a stronger partnership with govern-
ment, they may be willing to offer a reasonable dis-
count. | don't want them to do it for free because they
have to live and eat too, but | know that they care, par-
ticularly when it comes to sports, they've said so; I've
talked to the owner. The Minister, Honourable Jay
Ebanks is very familiar with them and | know they'll be
willing to partner with you if you can come up with a
strategic way for us to further develop basketball in the
Cayman Islands. Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | want
to thank the Member for George Town Central for those
comments. I've had many discussions with Mr. Barry
and he's very community-minded and willing to help us
in whatever way he can.

Certainly, there have been a couple of partner-
ships with him already. One is the resurfacing of the
court at the Civic Centre in East End.

By the way, that's another court that's available
because we resurfaced that. There are two pickleball
courts on it, new backboards and everything. If you
ever want to drive out to get some fried fish in East End,
come spend some money, and come use our court,
okay?

The Chairman: That's a kind offer, Minister. We do
need to have this be a fully strategic partnership and |
think what would be useful is if we were to look nation-
ally, given what you've said to me off mic — that we
stop doing this piecemeal and we simply go to the en-
tity, look nationally, see what the overall cost would be,
what their contribution would be, and let's go for it.
Whilst you may think that the fried fish in East End is
that good, we're not going to have young people be

able to come out on that frequency, as tempting as that
offer is.

Minister of Tourism, as Member for George
Town South.

Hon. Gary B. Rutty, Deputy Premier: Mr. Chairman,
thank you. I'd also like to thank the Member for George
Town Central for recognising Island Paving, because
when it comes to one Caymanian who does well and
gives back to his community and helped so many fam-
ilies and so many youth, it is Mr. Barry Bodden. | want
to wholeheartedly thank the Member for George Town
Central for bringing that up; and thank you Barry.

The Chairman: Members, Honourable Leader of the
Opposition, if | could just pause for one minute. We
have taken a wide range of questions, and so after your
conclusion, | would be encouraging members of the
Committee to take a number of the appropriations that
we can vote on.

Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: |
thank you, Mr. Chairman. | have a few more. I'll try to
keep them as brief as possible.

Through you, Mr. Chairman, can the Honoura-
ble Minister this evening provide a list of sports camps
or football camps that will be supported in the upcoming
budget; and if not, would he undertake to provide those
to the Committee?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: There are several unknowns
in that Mr. Chair, because people write in for grants and
when the grants come in we support them that way.
The Sports Department has several camps, but until
someone applies for a grant we don't know what they
are going to be doing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman, through you, | thank the Minister for that. |
know of at least one camp that was told that there was
a different criteria a couple of years ago, so | think
they'd stopped applying under a previous Minister who
insinuated that the criteria had changed. If that’s the
case though, that'’s fine.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Can you ask them to apply to
us for the grant? Then it goes to the grants committee
and we will evaluate it, sir.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: |
certainly will, thank you.
Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
continuing.
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Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Again, I'll try to be as brief as possible.

Mr. Chairman, through you, I'll ask the Honour-
able Minister if he is aware that there is one young Cay-
manian who has already made it to the pro level and
two who are aspiring to be pros golfers. Is he aware of
those?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, |
know of, | think his name is Justin, the pro golfer. | know
of him, but | am not aware personally of the other two
that you may be speaking of.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you. Through you, Mr. Chairman, can the Hon-
ourable Minister say whether or not his Ministry is finan-
cially supporting Mr. Hastings as a pro from the Cay-
man government?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. It
would be based on his request for that support as it's
not an automatic thing. If he requested, we certainly
would consider it.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
continuing.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Mr.
Chairman, could the Minister confirm with his team
whether any applications were made for sponsorship?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Mr. Chair, we are not aware of
any request that has been made and if it was made,
can you ask them to resend it? | am certainly not aware
and they are not aware of any request that has been
made by Mr. Justin.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: You
have been reliably informed. [Laughter]

Thank you. I'm just going to quickly say to the
Honourable Minister that | know that the Cayman Is-
lands Golf Association, several years ago, had an
agreement with, | think, the PGA and the goal was to
produce Caymanian pro golfers. Since that we have
won the Pan American Amateur Championships, which
is a huge feat and we've had players playing on the
world's largest stages, like the US Open, representing
the Cayman Islands. | would humbly suggest to the
Minister that his team perhaps speak with the Cayman
Islands Golf Association to see how we can be involved
as a government once they have come out of their

youth programme and have transitioned into the semi
pro or pro level, so that we can get the maximum. This
is also being selfish, because Justin just played this
weekend on ESPN at the Bermuda Classic. He made
the cut. He played with all the big pros and finished in
the top 25; that is just unbelievable publicity. He's wear-
ing the Butterfield Bank sponsorship, not the Cayman
Islands sponsorship.

The Chairman: Can | just seek one bit of clarification?
Mr. Hew, are you saying that if a Caymanian makes pro
and does well financially that the government should
still fund the person?

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: No,
the person needs sponsorship to get to the point where
they are doing well, but it's still also [good] value for
money to have the Cayman Islands flag being posted
on their sleeve or cap, wherever it may be, tourism-wise
and otherwise. Yes, it does take quite a while to get to
the point where you're getting into the big tournaments
and making money.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | want
to thank the Member for George Town North for that,
and we’ll certainly have some discussions with my
team so that we can possibly reach out to them. Yes.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition: Last
one for me, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Joseph X. Hew, Leader of the Opposition:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Through you to the Honourable Minister, I'm
switching gears a little bit. I'm going to go to Pirates
Week. Can | ask the Honourable Minister whether or
not Pirates Week is seen as a tourism attraction or as
a local cultural celebration?

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, we
see it as a combination of both. While we didn't have
much time to do a lot of planning this year, for Pirates
Week 2026 we are going to be working with the Ministry
of Tourism from very early in the year so that we can
try to bring it back to as close as what it was designed
to do 48 years ago.

[Desk thumping]

The Chairman: Thank you.
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Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: | have a question.

Deputy

The Chairman: Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, through you. In keeping with your
answer, will the Ministry review or revamp the structure
when it comes to marketing for that event, to boost cul-
tural tourism and local participation.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Deputy

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. Short
and long answer is yes; that's why we’ll be working with
the Minister of Tourism so we can ensure to boost the
marketing, et cetera for Pirates Week, starting from
very early.

The Chairman: Honourable Member, continuing.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair through you, given the announce-
ment that the government plans to review the foreign
promoters following the disappointing Cayman Fiesta
event that happened last weekend, can the Minister ex-
plain how the budget provides that any event shouldn't
be competing with a national event? Or will it be a pol-
icy?

Deputy

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, | think
| can figure out where the Member for George Town
West is going. Certainly when we heard of the Cayman
Fiesta weekend, so to speak, it was of some concern
to us. Going forward, I'm going to be looking for this
Government to ensure that when we have a national
event, whether it be Pirates Week or Heroes Day, what-
ever national event we have, that we don't support any
other activities on that same day. Whether we do that
through liquor licence or by work permit grants, nothing
if we are having a national event.

I hope | can get the support of everyone in this
House for that.

[Desk thumping]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Just as a follow up Mr. Chair,
| believe that based on the outcome of that event last
weekend, the social media went crazy.

The Chairman: In a good way or a bad way?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Oh, bad way, sir. I've had to
reach out to one of the performers and apologise for
the experience they had, but they said this is not on
Cayman, they enjoyed Cayman, but they would never

ever do business with that entity again. The entity is
called Reynolds Entertainment Group.

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: In listening very carefully to the ques-
tion posed, whilst it is an innocent question, can the
Minister say whether his Ministry was approached
about a rather exorbitant pay out for those persons to
not hold their event?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. When
we heard of this event happening, | made contact with
one of the persons who | thought was supposed to be
aligned with it. We had a meeting, we expressed our
concerns of them having something on one of our na-
tional event’s [days] and we suggested that we could
partner with them. After that, sir, you are quite right in
your statement just now and we kindly said no.

The Chairman: The point I'm making is, not that the
Member for George Town West intentionally would
have suggested this, but note the line of questioning to
this committee. This would set people up to purposely
book events when government is going to have it and
then suggest to government we'll back off if... 1 go no
further. We need to be very careful about what we say,
if members follow what I'm saying.
Any further questions?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Mr. Chairman, mi nah touch da one deh at
all, but—

An Hon. Member: Touch it a little bit.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Yeah, a little bit. | got three-quarter to from
down that side.

Mr. Chairman, from a data availability [stand-
point] we were trying to be electronic in our efforts and
I'm seeing that I'm being overwhelmed with documents.
The statements have been provided, which I'm very
happy for, let me make sure that it's clear, but they're
not being provided electronically, they're not in the
shared folder. | appreciate members are doing their
statements when they're opening, but they're not on the
shared folder. Can you just get the Ministers or their
staff to send it to Parliament, then Parliament will put it
in a shared folder so we can have access to them,
please?

The Chairman: We'll sort that out from tomorrow.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Deputy Leader of the Op-
position: Thank you.

The Chairman: Good suggestion.
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We have exhausted a wide ranging number of
questions. Is it the members of the committee's view
that we now take a block vote on the Minister's Appro-
priations?

Hon. Pearlina L.
Speaker: No.

McGaw-Lumsden, Deputy

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: Member for George Town West. Are
we finished with the sports related questions, that’s
what | was trying to get at?

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Yes, Mr. Chair.

Deputy

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Actually, | have one
more sports related question.

The Chairman: Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman. | have a young constituent of mine who
is interested in going into the schools to get more Cay-
manian participation, what is the process that he needs
to go through to request funds for what he is looking to
promote?

The Chairman: What is he looking to promote? Any-
one going into schools has to actually get permission
from —

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: I'll tell you what it is and
how it caught my radar. It is Julian Jervis. He's done
very well in squash and he wants to get more Cay-
manian participation within the schools.

| saw him one day, in the middle of the day,
jogging in Bodden Town. Because of his complexion, |
actually thought he was some white tourist. I'm like,
there's no Caymanian who would be out there in the
middle of the sun, jogging. Turns out that he is actually
preparing for the Squash Championship in Jamaica,
which | understand the conditions are quite hot, and he
was out there jogging at 1 o’clock in the afternoon when
the sun was really hot, preparing for that.

| was speaking to some people about it and
they were saying that he's also interested in expanding
that within the schools to get a lot of Caymanians par-
ticipating in it and even a makeshift court, because you
do have portable squash courts that you can probably
use.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair, as
you quite rightly alluded to, yes, certainly going into
schools would be some kind of partnership between us,
Department of Sports and the Ministry of Education, but

certainly we would be willing to facilitate any partner-
ship like that. As long as the Minister of Education
agrees.

The Chairman: Certainly.
Can we now take the sports related outputs?
Are there questions on heritage, is that what | take it?

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: | had one on
sports.
The Chairman: Lady Member for Cayman Brac East.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Shouldn't be
long, depending on the response. | wanted an update
on the swimming pool that we’re all eagerly anticipat-

ing.
The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | be-
lieve we've all crossed the planning hurdles now. | think
everything is approved. Myrtha Pools is here on the is-
land looking over some of the materials, because | be-
lieve that some of it came damaged and they're actually
here looking at it now. We are just finalising the part-
nership agreement and then we’'ll be going full steam
ahead, but we have all the planning approvals right
now.

The Chairman: Mr. Tatum, Member for Red Bay.

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | won't
be long, this is just a quick comment to put this on the
record. Through you to the Minister, when we have our
chat maybe tomorrow, | just want to discuss some con-
cerns that some friends of mine in Cayman Brac have
with regards to sports there.

[Inaudible interjection]
Mr. A. Roy Tatum: | know it's not under him.
[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. A. Roy Tatum: Oh, it's under Nickolas. In which
case, I'll chat with Nickolas tomorrow then. Thanks.

BLOCK VOTE:
YSC 1, YSC 3, NGS 60, OE 81, OE 82

The Chairman: Members, are we ready to take the
block vote on the Ministry as a whole?

Since we're finished with sports, pursuant to
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
members approve the items on the Schedule described
as —

e YSC 1 - Advice and Support to the Minister

for Youth, Sports, Culture and Heritage in
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the amounts of $4,332,747 in 2026 and
$4,972,999 in 2027;
e YSC 3 - Sports Services, $5,063,392 in
2026 and $5,210,991 in 2027,
e NGS 60 - Sports Programmes, $1,289,125
in 2026 and $1,289,125 in 2027;
e OE 81 -World Anti-Doping Agency, $5,000
in 2026 and $5,000 in 2027; and
e OE 82 - Regional Anti-Doping Organisa-
tion, $3,000 in 2026 and $3,000 in 2027
to be added to the Bill.
All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: YSC 1, YSC 3, NGS 60, OE 81, and OE 82
passed.

YSC 4 - Youth Services

The Chairman: We turn our attention to youth services
and culture items. Are there any questions, beginning
with YSC 47?

There are no questions on YSC 4. Pursuant to
Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to whether
honourable members approve YSC 4 - Youth Services
in the amounts of $1,196,680 in 2026 and $1,264,978
in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye.

Those against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: YSC 4 passed.

YSC 5 — Celebrate Cayman

The Chairman: YSC 5 - Celebrate Cayman.
Member for Bodden Town West.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Minister. | know he and | spoke offline about that, but
as you said, let's make sure to keep things in the public
domain. The Catboat Club, again, expanding on what
my good friend from Red Bay spoke about in terms of
the heritage and so forth. | know he raised a sailing is-
sue, but the catboat is something that's also uniquely
Caymanian. | know it is something that the Minister also
supports, so I'm just curious if they can set aside some
funds to support that very worthy organisation in terms
of promoting and preserving Caymanian culture and
heritage.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister, can you commit
to an undertaking of such?

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. Cer-
tainly, we will consider supporting them. Obviously it
would have to be done officially, | can’t just say, here it
is. They'll write me officially. We've discussed that with
them already, sir.

The Chairman: Pursuant to Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove YSC 5 - Celebrate Cayman in the amounts of
$1,932,886 in 2026 and $2,851,737 in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: YSC 5 passed.
[Crosstalk]

BLOCK VOTE:
NAG 1, NAG 2, NAG 3, NAG 4

The Chairman: In accordance with Standing Order
83(3), | put the question as to whether honourable
members approve in block the following items on the
Schedule—

¢ NAG 1 - National Arts, Exhibitions And
Festivals in the amount of $186,250 in
2026 and $192,000 in 2027;

e NAG 2 - National Art Collection, Care and
Preservation, $266,250 in 2026 and
$272,000 in 2027;

e NAG 3 - Art Education, Outreach and
Training in the amount of $277,630 in 2026
and $283,380 in 2027; and

e NAG 4 - Art Information - Facilities, Promo-
tion, Scholarship and Publication in the
amounts of $319,870 in 2026 and
$325,620 in 2027

to the BiIll.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those

against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: NAG 1, NAG 2, NAG 3 and NAG 4 passed.

The Chairman: MUS 4 - Collection and Preservation
of Significant Material Evidence.
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In accordance with Standing Order 83(3), | put
the question as to whether honourable members ap-
prove the following items on the Schedule to the Bill—

[Crosstalk]

The Chairman: I'm in the hands of members. | thought
I'd heard members say to take a block vote on the mu-
seum.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: No, | said | had ques-
tions. | stopped you from then.

The Chairman: Oh! In all seriousness member, |
thought the insinuation was to take the block vote.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: No, that's why we did
the NAGs and then we stopped.
Thank you Premier for confirming that | did.

[Laughter]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much
Mr. Chairman, through you. | am looking in the Owner-
ship Agreement and on page 287 that deals with the
museum, | noticed that they were looking to increase
their staff from seven in 2025 to eight in 2027; but then,
as I'm looking on their statement of financial perfor-
mance on page 306 of the ownership agreement, | no-
ticed that their staff costs went from $350,000 in 2024
to over $597,000 in 2025, to now a forecast of $706,000
in 2026. In short, Mr. Chairman, it went from $350,000
in 2024 to $706,000 in 2026, literally almost doubling. |
was trying to understand what's the rationale for that
large increase in such a short period of time?
Thank you.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. It was
an increase in the staffing because there was also an
increase in the programmes that they were delivering.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much.
The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
costing was the director and then some additional costs
that related to CINICO and other administrative staff-
related increases.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr. Minis-
ter.

Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable
Minister. How this entity ended up on my radar and just
to put things in context — on page 316 of the Owner-
ship Agreement on Note 28 that deals with related party

and key management personnel disclosures, | noticed
in 2024 the total related party and key management
personnel disclosures was $256,732, but then the total
salary was $267,502; and then in 2025, forecast for the
key management was roughly $471,000 and the sala-
ries, wages and allowance was $471,000; and then in
2026, the total salaries and wages was $562,439 and
the total for key management and related party was
$561,564. It is almost as if to say that just about every
single staff member in the National Gallery was part of
the key management personnel, pretty much.

That's how this actually ended up on my radar.
That's why | was trying to understand like how many
managers you have versus how many staff. How many
chiefs, how many Indians?

[Pause]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, in the
interest of time, | can always get the answer offline. You
know the accountant in me, you understand.

| have two other questions on the museum. On
page 315 [of the ownership agreement] that deals with
donations, Note 19, it says that for 2024 the total
amount of donations was $32,777, then there was no
forecasted donations for 2025, and then in the budget
for 2026 and 2027 it was $212,209 for both. | was just
curious as to what assumptions were driving those do-
nations, bearing in mind that there was nothing fore-
casted for 2025.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: One second, Mr. Chair while |
consult.

[Pause]

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. I've
been informed that prior to last year they weren't doing
any donations and no donation activities were happen-
ing, and then last year, there were certainly donations
under an acting temporary director. They are being en-
couraged by the Ministry to continue with their donation
and fundraising efforts because they now have a new
director who is in the post.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you very much,
Mr. Minister.

Mr. Chairman, my last question related to the
museum is on page 316, note 21, which deals with sup-
plies and consumables. | noticed the total lease of prop-
erty and equipment for 2024 was $188,467, then it went
up to $224,000 in 2025, and then it dropped back down
to $188,000 in 2026. | am suspecting that we gave up
some property or something for that cost to have
dropped. | was just curious as to what is driving that
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decrease — which is not a bad thing, | was just trying
to understand it.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister
Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. The
member is right. That was related to a warehouse we
were using at one point, we are no longer using it.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Okay. Thank you.

The Chairman: Lady Member for George Town West.
Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,

Speaker: Thanks Mr. Chair.
Mr. Chair, in the interest of time —

Deputy

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Actually, no, | have one
more issue to raise and then you can do the block vote.
| did say | had one more issue.

Mr. Chairman, it's actually not a bad issue, be-
cause we're going to end on a really positive note. As |
mentioned to you during the break, I'm exercising
49(13) of the Standing Order and | want to play some-
thing for the Minister. The Standing Order allows me to
do this.

[Music]

The Chairman: The Member did alert me to this during
the break but | thought he had forgotten.

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: That’s all right.
[Music continues]

Mr. Christopher S. Saunders: Mr. Chairman, | know
some of us inside this Parliament would know which
group that is. In my days in university | used to play this
song often and | would ask some of my fellow class-
mates and others to guess the name of that group. You
would hear from Aswad to Third World to Burning
Spear, you name it. That is Cayman’s very own Tabia
that won, at one point, the top reggae band in the Car-
ibbean sometime in the mid-nineties.

The thing about it Mr. Chairman, through you
to Honourable Minister, that is a black mark on our gen-
eration in the sense that there was so much talent in
this country that basically went nowhere. We are see-
ing much talent in Cayman today and | would encour-
age every single member inside this Parliament — as
much as we talk about STEM, everyone is now putting
the ‘A’ for the arts back into STEM (STEAM) — to really
promote our Caymanian talent. Here was a group that
was literally the number one new reggae band across
the entire Caribbean, right here in Cayman, and they
just kind of fell away.

As we have other groups like Swanky Kitchen
Band and others that really keep Caymanian culture

and heritage alive, this is something that we need to
make sure that we never lose. We have lost one gen-
eration for lack of resources, but now in light of the
amount of funds that we have we need to make sure
that we develop a lot of our home grown talent. We
have seen our Caymanian students — the Member for
West Bay West mentioned Jazz [Pitcairn] earlier, we
have seen what Frank E. Flowers and others have
done, we have Elihandro Bodden coming up with a lot
of these short videos. We have our own social media
influencers, we have talent and we just need to make
sure that we put resources to recognise that talent and
promote that talent before we lose another one.

That's one observation | wanted to make and
thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the wide berth that you
gave me. | appreciate it.

The Chairman: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Through you, Mr. Chair. | want
to thank the member for doing that because that made
my skin crawl. It's been years since | last heard that
song, but certainly as you played it | recognise what it
was.

You're absolutely right. One of the ways we are
working to develop our young musicians and young tal-
ent is, the Member for West Bay West spoke about it,
the development of the young folk singers. We are also
working with Jason Gilbert in developing musicians as
well. They performed at the folk singing concert and
they did a fantastic job. We are behind that initiative,
110 per cent, supporting our talent.

| just want to end with this — when you can
hear songs like, I'm so proud to be Caymanian by
Vashti, | just want every single person to listen to that
song tonight. Listen to the words of that song.

The Chairman: Lady Member for George Town West.

Hon. Pearlina L. McGaw-Lumsden,
Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chair, in the interest of time and me being
nice to you, I'm more than happy to do a block vote and
| will take my question to the Minister, offline.

Deputy

BLOCK VOTE:
MUS 4, MUS 5, MUS 6, NCF 1, NCF 2, NCF 3,
NCF 4, NCF 5, NGS 59
TP 107, El 23, EI 47, EI1 72, EI 86

The Chairman: That being said, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Standing Order 83(3), | put the question as to
whether honourable members approve the remaining
items on the Schedule to be part of the Bill as follows
e MUS 4 - Collection and Preservation of Signif-
icant Material Evidence in the amount of
$174,859 in 2026 and $174,859 in 2027;
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e MUS 5 - Museum Facilities, Exhibitions and
Displays, $681,629 in 2026 and $681,629 in
2027,

e MUS 6 - Services to Support the Ministry, Cab-
inet and Other Departments, $155,432 in 2026
and $155,432 in 2027,

e NCF 1 - Arts and Cultural Preservation, Docu-
mentation and Promotion, $247,613 in 2026
and $217,613 in 2027,

e NCF 2 - Cultural Festivals, International Cul-
tural Presentations, and Local Cultural Partner-
ships, $330,539 in 2026 and $365,539 in 2027;

e NCF 3 - Management of Operations and
Maintenance of FJ Harquail Cultural Centre,
$453,612 in 2026 and $453,612 in 2027

e NCF 4 - Training and Support for Artistic De-
velopment, $149,722 in 2026 and $149,722 in
2027;

e NCF 5 - Youth Arts Programming, $218,764 in
2026 and $218,764 in 2027;

e NGS 59 - Youth Development Programmes,
$51,000 in 2026 and $51,000 in 2027,

e TP 107 — Youth, Sports, Culture and Heritage
Programmes, $350,000 in 2026 and $350,000
in 2027;

e E| 23 - Cayman lIslands National Museum,
$600,000 in 2026 and $400,000 in 2027;

e EI47 - National Gallery of the Cayman Islands,
$120,000 in 2026 and $125,000 in 2027;

e E| 72 - Cayman National Cultural Foundation,
$336,000 in 2026 and $326,000 in 2027; and

e EI 86 - Ministry of Youth, Sports, Culture and
Heritage, $4,355,000 in 2026 and $6,130,000
in 2027.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

AYES.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: MUS 4, MUS 5, MUS 6, NCF1, NCF 2, NCF
3, NCF 4, NCF 5, NGS 59, TP 107, El 23, El 47, EI 72
and El 86 passed.

The Chairman: This concludes all of the Appropria-
tions to the Honourable Minister for Youth, Sports, Cul-
ture and Heritage.

Minister, do you want to give a small closing
statement because | think you have a few faithful war-
riors still here supporting you.

Hon. Isaac D. Rankine: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Yes, | would like to thank my team. This is the
other part of the A-plus team that | have. They do a lot
of hard work. You can see especially by what was done
this weekend with Pirates Week and trying to put it back

on the right path, getting it to what it was before and
getting our people out and making it a wholesome fam-
ily event, except for one or two items this week that
were not kosher.

| again want to thank Chief Officer Echenique;
DCO, Dr. Watler; Mr. Petit; Ms. Melissa; and Acting
DCO, Ms. Ventisha. They have worked extremely hard
over the last 11 months almost, and | want to thank
them again publicly for all the hard work they have
done.
The Chairman: Thank you.

[Desk thumping]

The Chairman: Members, this concludes the agenda
items that we had set down for today. It leaves me to,
at this very late hour, break with protocol slightly, but
I'm sure all members will approve in me wishing my fa-
ther a happy 82" birthday today.

[Desk thumping]

The Chairman: | told him if members were kind, I'd get
to see him, so it's you all's fault | didn't get to see him.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: In all seriousness, | do wish him a
happy birthday and that he lives to see many more.

This then concludes proceedings of Finance
Committee for today and we will commence at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Tuesday, 18t November, 2025.

At 10:14pm the Committee suspended until 10am
Tuesday, 18" November, 2025.
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