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First Sitting

[Hon. W. McKeeva Bush, Speaker, presiding]

The Speaker: | call now on the Honourable Deputy
Speaker and Parliamentary Secretary, the honourable
Member for West Central, to say prayers.

PRAYERS

The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Katherine A. Ebanks-
Wilks: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Parliament now as-
sembled, that all things may be ordered upon the best
and surest foundations for the glory of Thy Name and
for the safety, honour and welfare of the people of
these Islands.

Bless our sovereign, King Charles IlI; William,
Prince of Wales; and all the Royal Family. Give grace
to all who exercise authority in our Commonwealth,
that peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion
and piety may be established among us. Especially
we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the Premier,
the Speaker of the Parliament, the Leader of the Op-
position, Ministers of the Cabinet, Ex officio Members,
Members of the Parliament, the Chief Justice and
members of the Judiciary that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office. All this we ask for Thy great Name'’s sake.

Let us now say the Lord’s Prayer together.

Our father, who art in heaven, Hallowed, be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the King-
dom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord,
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us,
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Speaker: Please be seated.

Proceedings of this honourable Parliament,
are now in session.

Before we begin, | do have a message.

READINGS BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Speaker: Honourable Members, firstly, let me
recognise the presence in the Chamber of Mr. Far-
rington, a former Vestryman this morning and bid him
welcome.

Honourable Members, | rise to make a brief
statement and to highlight three main points:

Firstly, let me thank Almighty God for sparing
us another time from a natural disaster. We have ex-
perienced tropical storm 9 or, more correctly, the ef-
fects of Hurricane lan. From all indications there was
no loss of human life here, even though some of us
lost in our farms. | lost eight of my livestock, and my
little farm suffered devastating damage and severe
losses in produce, but nevertheless, we have to thank
God for his continued blessings and mercies that we
all fared well. We recognise that without him we are
nothing.

We are most sympathetic to the people of
Florida and other areas, in the devastation caused by
lan.

| do want to thank the Government, particular-
ly the Premier, who was so diligent in getting assis-
tance to members and | say members, not just the
government, but | recognise that all Members of this
honourable House were given supplies, and plywood
and other supplies, for people of this country and | do
want to thank him. He made several trips to West Bay
in particular, during that time. | know one time he was
a resident of West Bay, but | didn’t think we would see
him back there so often now; but | want to thank him
particularly—and of course, thank the Cabinet for their
work with him on these matters.

| do also want to thank members of West Bay
West, my constituency, the West Bay West Enhance-
ment Council for all their work and assistance during
the Hurricane and the assistance they gave me as the
MP to carry out my responsibilities and duties to the
people, not just of West Bay West but to other areas
of West Bay, of course.

Honourable Members, secondly, there has
been criticism levied against me relating to the man-
agement of the House of Parliament. Let me state and
make it categorically clear, that there is a Parliament
Management  Commission—The  Council—which
manages the affairs of the Parliament. | will direct you
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to section 4 of the Parliament Management Act, which
expressly outlines the general functions of the Com-
mission. So, for those who may not be aware, the
Speaker is not the person who is in control or manag-
es this Parliament on a daily basis. In many other ju-
risdictions the Speaker is.

For the record, no pun intended, | need to
make that absolutely clear not just for your
knowledge, because most of you or all of you know
that because you are familiar with the law, but for the
general public to understand. | have observed and
mentioned that the existing Parliament Management
Act, the law, is not right now, as far as | am con-
cerned, fit for purpose, and have suggested amend-
ments are needed now.

There are noticeable operational and adminis-
trative deficiencies since we began with the law, since
we brought the law into operation, which | said don't
augur well for functionality and the efficient operation
and governance of the Parliament because | have a
duty to act in the interest of the Parliament at all mate-
rial times. Some people do believe that | have enor-
mous power in the running of the House, but | do op-
erate in a framework which clearly dictates that | don't
enjoy that authority.

For the record, | was criticised by two people
who think and would like the country to believe they
are the experts on everything—my God, | pray for our
people if that's who they are going to be educated by.
They have criticised and indicated [that] nothing has
been done in the Parliament in regards to the speak-
ership doing it. Let me take the opportunity to correct
their ignorance on the matter:

Firstly, is the Code of Conduct: Based on my
commitment and undertaking | gave in my early days
in this administration of the House, | took the liberty
and initiated the production of a Code of Conduct
within three months after assuming the office of the
Speaker this time, that is last year. | believe it was a
reasonable draft to adopt that most Members would
find acceptable; however, the Premier assumed con-
duct of that said matter more than a year ago in final-
ising various iterations of the Code.

| am aware that there was an intention to have
a more elaborate document. While some Members
are of the view that the amended Code of Conduct
may be too onerous, burdensome, and disadvanta-
geous in certain areas, given our circumstances, the
Premier, nonetheless, has been committed to finalise
the Code in the interests and satisfaction of all hon-
ourable Members.

Just to mention that the final document to be
approved is not materially different from the original
draft prepared in early 2021, save for the addition of a
definition section and inclusion of specific sanctions
and sections 4(1) and 4 (2) which speak of allegiance
and serving Her Majesty respectively, which have to
be amended to now reflect His Majesty.

The Premier, | want to say, did make every ef-
fort to get that done. He circulated a draft, we dis-
cussed it in our discussions during the council meet-
ings; the Clerk separated it, operated it, and sent it to
the Opposition, and the Opposition has now said that
they haven't seen it. The fact is, the Clerk sent it to
them, and | believe that the Premier himself, | think,
circulated it as well. | can't remember because there
were several iterations of it, but the Clerk definitely
sent it, so let us understand that all Members have
had that draft for a long time now.

As we attempt to have an amenable Code of
Conduct for this House, let us not lose sight of the
critical importance of equally addressing our antiquat-
ed and archaic Standing Orders also, which isn't fit for
purpose at this time. To that end, | also created a bi-
partisan working group to progress that aspect, but as
you are aware, it is a matter for you, all the Members
of this House, to determine the final product.

It was my original intention to give a detailed,
and more elaborate and comprehensive outline of the
developments concerning the preparation of the Code
of Conduct but due to sage counsel, and upon reflec-
tion—and since | have learned to be more patient,
more tolerant and measured in my pronouncements—
| opted to just say at this stage that part of what | ex-
plained to you here. Let's work together to produce a
fair and reasonable Code of Conduct that all Members
are content with and that the public would believe that
we are trying to conduct ourselves according to those
rules.

In defence of the Premier, it think that is what
he has been asking us to do. That's what he wants:
Something that the people can understand where we
are at with our Code of Conduct. | am confident all
members can achieve this together. Let us all com-
promise in order to have a workable code that can be
further enhanced and modified in the future, as cir-
cumstances dictate.

It is worthy to note that a review of the Code is
clearly stipulated in Erskine May, 25" Edition, on page
77, in paragraph 5.3, that it is reviewed—that is the
Code is reviewed—when appropriate. Be mindful it is
not a partisan issue, but rather for the entire House,
[for] the protection also of us all as Members, not just
the Government, but the Opposition, and the Opposi-
tion ought to know this because some of them have
been here quite a while.

Therefore, | urge the House, in the spirit of
cooperation and being collegial, we can certainly pro-
duce a Code of Conduct—there is not much left to do
with it, | can tell you—based on consensus. Further-
more, as Members are aware, | have no vote in the
House as the Speaker, but will be able to vote on the
issue after November 30t if it comes to that.

Thirdly, it is my intention, and | want things to
be in place, for the Parliament to be functional and
with the necessary structures and systems, so it can
function independently of the Council for a period of
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time, because | am sure you all will appreciate and
agree, that after next year all Members will be busy in
campaign mode, or preoccupied with constituency
matters, and the Council won't be meeting as such to
address the myriad of issues that exist on a day to
day basis. Perhaps | will be pleasantly surprised.

Generally, we can't afford to compromise the
operation and administrative functions of this institu-
tion such as this autonomous Parliament. The overall
effective and efficient running of the Parliament obvi-
ously takes precedence and should supersede many,
many, things in the country. There is no need to object
to meaningful proposals and recommendations due to
personal reasons, and we need to remove the bu-
reaucratic structure with the additional sub-
committees of the council, some of which are not able
to meet as they should, and it is not working the way
we thought it would work. The status quo cannot re-
main because we are transforming and transitioning
into a better institution.

In closing, as an indication of my intention for
this autonomous Parliament, in my own unique way, |
have started with the lecture series, which is the first
of its kind and historic for the House, in order to stimu-
late discussion and generate ideas which can inform
policy decisions for this country. There are other
things being directed, for example the development of
a parliamentary library.

| created a working group to modernise our
archaic Standing Orders, which govern our proce-
dures in the House and | will continue to engage and
spear head a new approach to make this not only
world class, but a first-class autonomous Parliament
despite the challenges and difficulties | encounter
from those who are reluctant to embrace the positive
changes.

| want to expand on the number of things
achieved, but | am not going to take any more time at
this time because that's a specific complaint by those
who think they know it all; however, | am not going to
get into the reading of it, but | have given copies to the
Serjeant so that you would have a list. Some of you
already know some of these things but many, many,
things have been done since we began as a Govern-
ment, and as we have begun also from the standpoint
of an autonomous Parliament; so many, many, many
things, but as | said those people don't understand
and so they will never understand because they be-
lieve, they believe that they should be here. Unfortu-
nately, some of them attempted that and the people
say “Shoo!”

[Laughter]

The Speaker: | will ask the Serjeant to distribute
those documents, and | will lay on the Table of the
House the Code of Conduct as prepared by myself,
and the one by the Premier that is before Members
now. They are on the Table also, but the Serjeant
does have copies for all Members—not that it was not

sent before by the Premier and, | want to repeat, by
the Clerk.

Thank you for your endurance and your pa-
tience.

The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

Point of Order

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan, Minister for Tourism and
Transport, Elected Member for George Town Cen-
tral: Thank you Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.

The Speaker: Yes. Can you state your point of order,
please?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| seek clarity as to the absence of the Mem-
bers of the Opposition—all of them. Have they sought
leave from yourself as to Standing Order 6 or Stand-
ing Order 317

The Speaker: Standing Order 6: “It is the duty of a
Member who is unable to attend a meeting of
which that Member has had due notice, or a meet-
ing that is adjourned to a later date, to inform the
Clerk as early as possible of that Member’s inabil-
ity to attend and, where necessary, whether that
Member has obtained written leave of absence
from the Governor under section 52 (1) (d) of the
Constitution.”

Section 7 has at least 11 points with four sub-
points which | am not going to take the time to read,
but | ask Members to take notice of it.

No, Honourable Minister, you wouldn't expect
me to know what the Opposition is doing. | don't know
what they are doing, but | can say to this honourable
House that | have not received any apologies.

Hon Kenneth V. Bryan: Mr. Speaker, just to opine on
your response: Can | ask if the Clerk received notice
of absence?

The Speaker: Well, if the Clerk had received she was
duty bound to alert this Presiding Officer and | have
had no such message from the Clerk.

Hon Kenneth V. Bryan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
just want the record to note that there has been no
permission granted for the Members of the Opposition
not to attend the Parliament today.

The Speaker: Sorry; you were not asking a question
at that point? Thank you.
Madam Clerk.

OTHER BUSINESS
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS
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Private Member’s Motion No. 2/2020-2023
Motion on confidence in the Government

The Speaker: The honourable Member and Parlia-
mentary Secretary, the Member for Bodden Town
East.

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour, Parliamentary Secretary
to Labour, Housing and Transport, Elected Mem-
ber for Bodden Town East: Thank you and good
morning, Mr. Speaker.

| rise to move Private Member’s Motion No. 2/
2022-2023 standing in my name, and it reads:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that Par-
liament does declare full confidence in the Gov-
ernment.

The Speaker: Is there a seconder?

Mr. Isaac D. Rankine, Parliamentary Secretary to
HA and PAHI, Elected Member for East End: Mr.
Speaker, | rise to second the Motion.

The Speaker: While we usually have one seconder, it
is not unheard of to have other seconders and | call
on the next seconder, the honourable Parliamentary
Secretary and the Elected Member for Savannah.

Ms Heather D. Bodden, Parliamentary Secretary to
T&T and IISD, Elected Member for Savannah:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I, too, rise to second the Motion.

The Speaker: The question is, BE IT THEREFORE
RESOLVED that Parliament does declare full confi-
dence in the Government.

Is the honourable mover speaking thereto?

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

| would like to thank the honourable Members
for East End and Savannah for seconding the Motion.

Mr. Speaker, | say good day to the people of
the Cayman Islands and in particular, Bodden Town
East; visitors in the Strangers’ Gallery, invited friends,
and the listening public by television or radio here in
Grand Cayman and the Sister Islands.

This has been an eventful week, Mr. Speaker,
and we can only imagine it's going to be an interesting
weekend. | state the lyrics of one of my musical he-
roes, Garnett Silk, when | thought | needed this:

Lord, watch over my shoulder
and help us live our words tomorrow,
let us not forget where we are from.
Show us the way to go and
I pray this is not a cathartic experience.

[Inaudible interjection]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Mr. Speaker, this is a very
important day in the history of Parliament, and politics
in general, where the Government of the day was
compelled to file a Confidence Motion.

You may ask what is a Confidence Motion as
some have never heard of this before; some may
have heard of a No Confidence Motion, but not many
have heard of a confidence motion, especially hap-
pening here in these Islands but a motion of confi-
dence is a motion of support proposed by a Govern-
ment in a Parliament or other assembly of elected rep-
resentatives, to give members of Parliament or such
assembly a chance to register their confidence in their
own government.

| do not take this day lightly, Mr. Speaker, as |
find no joy in having conflict with any Caymanian, and
once again, Mr. Speaker, | find myself at this juncture
and having to make a decision on whether to support
an individual, a party, or my beloved country. A scrip-
ture in Jeremiah 17:5 says: Cursed is the one who
trust in mankind, who depends on flesh for his
strength...” God tells me to support country.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Mr. Speaker, | pray that it
is appreciated that whenever country has needed me
to be there for that calm—that calm, Mr. Speaker—I
have always answered the call to support country.

If | paraphrase the national song, Mr. Speak-
er, the national song itself reads:

When ‘ere my thoughts fly Godward,
| always think of you.

And in the chorus, my heart enshrines—in
other words, idolise or admire or revere—

My heart enshrines thee yet
homeland fair Cayman Isles,
| cannot thee forget.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot forget the Cayman Is-
lands; it is about country for me, fellow Members of
Parliament, and yes, | defend the decision I've made
although unpopular to some in this honourable Par-
liament. It brings calm to this wonderful place we call
home.

However, | am not here by chance, but by
God's choosing. His hand formed me and made me
the person | am. He compares me to no one else. |
would say yes, and | am one of a kind and with Him |
lack nothing that his Grace can't give me. He has al-
lowed me to be here at this time in history to fulfil his
special purpose for this generation. We only need to
remember the Bible and David or Joshua—their unas-
suming roles.
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Mr. Speaker, we need to ensure that we main-
tain stability in this country, and this is my main rea-
son for bringing this—

[Pause]
Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Trying to censor me.

The Speaker: Is the Member having difficulty with his
microphone?

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: | don't know.
The Speaker: I'm hearing you now.

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Probably the Opposition
working on this but...

[Laughter]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Mr. Speaker, this is my
main reason for bringing this Motion: having instability
affects a country in many ways. It affects the economy
and increases uncertainty about future economic situ-
ations and policies.

Mr. Speaker, as a former Member of the Op-
position Party, and Minister under the former admin-
istration, | believe | am uniquely qualified to assure
and reassure this honourable Parliament, [that] this
PACT-Administration retains the confidence of the
people of the Cayman Islands and myself in a per-
sonal and collective capacity. This confidence is criti-
cal to the stability and the future of the Cayman Is-
lands, | therefore do not take today's motion lightly.

| am grateful that our constitutional safe-
guards allow us to debate in this Parliament without
recourse to violence or turmoil. | think we should re-
flect on Tony Benn’s quote: “If democracy is de-
stroyed in Britain, it will not be the communist the
Trotskyists or the subversives but this house which
threw it away. The rights that are entrusted to us are
not for us to give away. Even if | agree with everything
that is proposed, | cannot hand away power lent to me
for five years by the people of Chesterfield. | just could
not do it. It would be theft of public rights.”.

Mr. Speaker, the PACT Government is provid-
ing an alternate way. They say when a man shows
you himself, believe him. It is ironic that in 315 years
since the British Parliament was established, there
have only been 23 votes of No Confidence in a mo-
tion—that's in 315 years; yet, we are not even two
years in, and the Opposition is seeking a change. Mr.
Speaker, we do not need this at this time.

Mr. Speaker, whilst | have voted against my-
self already in this honourable House, | wasn’t proud
of doing that at this time either, and we all know too
well about that event.

Mr. Speaker, | respect the determination this
has given the PACT Government and their resolve to

keep going in spite of the many road blocks that lay
before them but Mr. Speaker they, like every Govern-
ment, want to make this country a better place for
Caymanians—for all Caymanians, not just some.

Mr. Speaker, they're constantly discussing
ways to ease the pain and make life better for citizens,
as you saw with the C.U.C initiative, food security ini-
tiatives, gender equality, [an] affordable land purchase
programme—never done before—the housing initia-
tive to build over 100 affordable homes, four times
than any other government. As former Minister of
Housing, | went at land purchases, and the now Minis-
ter went at building more homes and this shows how it
works: some water, and some plant, as you can't do it
all in one term, Mr. Speaker.

Yes, we know inflation is worrying to the na-
tion, gas is up at the pumps, goods are up at the su-
permarkets, and we need to attack and manage this in
a rapid manner.

| also implore my PACT team to consider rais-
ing salaries for teachers again; they need to be paid
more; the pandemic should have made us understand
how valuable they are.

Let's ensure our civil service are paid compa-
rable salaries, so we don't lose them to the private
sector; let's ensure that the government that prides
themselves in being the most environmentally con-
scious, that we start the new waste to energy facility
or ISWMS (Integrated Solid Waste Management Sys-
tem) as it is called; let's ensure Cayman Brac gets
their new high school, they deserve everything.

We are a small Island and we don't have
much land for our children, so let's utilise our air
space; we need to investigate a train or tram system.
Not everyone needs a car that arrives here, Mr.
Speaker. Let's focus on conflict resolution, training our
boys and girls from primary school level. Mr. Speaker,
this PACT team can deliver this.

Let us be clear in laying out my case to my
history in this term: | ran for office with the PPM group
that now sits on the Opposition side of the Parliament.
They treated me well, | must admit, and | am forever
grateful for this. After the April elections in 2021, |
think it is safe to say the former government failed to
negotiate with the elected cohort in winning back con-
trol of the government.

| spent the first eight months on the Opposi-
tion side, and then Honourable Deputy Premier Saun-
ders and Minister Ebanks of North Side used one of
the old PPM tricks—

[Laughter]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: —And publicly called me
out saying | could add great value to their team with
my experience and not just because | was former Min-
ister of Health, Environment, Culture and Housing, but
also because they knew | care about Cayman and its
people.
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| just want to note, Mr. Speaker, that during
these negotiations for me to come over, Minister Bry-
an, the Member for George Town Central, and Minis-
ter Ebanks, the Member for North Side, didn’'t know
that | had COVID and called me for a meeting. | gladly
accepted, but tried to warn them and | think Minister
Jay kind of caught on that | wasn't feeling too well and
so he decided to have a meeting on the outside; so |
want to thank them for coming all the way to Bodden
Town and showing interest in me.

Mr. Speaker, as in all major things in my polit-
ical life, | called an emergency public meeting in my
constituency of Bodden Town East, and in the end my
constituents thought it best for me and to get things
done | needed to be around the table, so | respectfully
left the Opposition whom | informed—the Opposition
of PPM who called me a friend, but | am not sure if |
am now.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, if I'm being truthful, when |
first came over | saw a style of operation | had never
seen before. | already knew the group was young and
inexperienced and it was part of my reason for not
joining when | was initially called. | recognise no Gov-
ernment, that | can remember, was formed with more
than 80 per cent of its members who had never been
elected before or served as Cabinet Ministers and |
was like, what in the world did | get myself into? Just
being honest, Mr. Speaker.

| wondered how the Premier controls such a
vociferous bunch. In that man (the Premier), | saw the
greatest calm during a storm and | saw the exuber-
ance of a group who were motivated to get things
done for the regular common man, while balancing all.
| witnessed a group that had interrogation-style tactics
of questioning any witness who came through the
door and left no stones unturned determined to
change the status quo.

Of course, | was frustrated at the start and did
not understand much going on, then | remembered
the Caymanian seamen who were teenagers and tak-
ing on a role in the world, leaving here as 16-year
olds, coming back home as captains, engineers and
chefs.

Then our heroic women, who had never man-
aged a home by themselves, all of a sudden became
mother and father and build their homes, educated
our children all on their own, with funds sent home by
the seamen, whom | call my heroes, and | said, if they
could do it, then this young team just needs some
guidance. | said to myself, ‘anything is possible when
a Caymanian is in it,” but Mr. Speaker, | should have
said aloud, ‘anything is possible with God in it.’

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: In fact, Mr. Speaker, in
Romans 13 vs 1: “Let everyone be subject to the gov-
erning authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist

have been established by God.”. If the Bible says that,
then why not respect the PACT Government? No
government in the past or in the future will be perfect.
Some will have more experience in this and that, but
none will be perfect, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, the foundation of Cayman’s
comparative success is built not demolishing our peo-
ple, our economy and society. We improve, enhance,
and parlance with our words, but we do not play with
the lives and livelihoods of people. We promote our
political stability, yet today we have a motion from the
Opposition that could damage this perception, simply
because they have to accept that our people have
spoken, and the people who they chose found the 13
Elected Members the quickest. It's just that simple Mr.
Speaker, and—

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Although it was fortuitous,
it is @ numbers game, Mr. Speaker. Over the years,
politics has proven to be a game of numbers which
the smartest, armed with the required numerical
strength, wins; so, it’s a clear case of the majority hav-
ing their way and the minority having their say, and we
all know, Mr. Speaker [that] success has many moth-
ers and failure has an orphan. | get it, winning is key,
but the numbers...

| even tried helping them at one time, alt-
hough in a clandestine manner, privately...

Mr. Speaker, we have a government to run.
We have a country to steer, we have children to edu-
cate and seniors to care for, and my support for this
PACT Government therefore comes from hope. But |
despair knowing that the ship whose destination is the
betterment of Cayman, Mr. Speaker, the cargo, the
aspiration and hard work for us, our home and place
of business, must now be sunk to the bottom of
depths of the ocean floor because of what, may | ask?

| urge those who feel they are not being heard
to call your representative and outline your case! Also
for those in the business community, | have spoken to
the Honourable Premier and he accepts that a reset
was needed and we need to ensure that we listen to
all, return all those phone calls, respond to all those
queries and asks, and take into consideration the
many desires, but of course, with a balance in protect-
ing our precious environment.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Mr. Speaker: Congratula-
tions, you first time parliamentarians, Ministers and
Parliamentary Secretaries. They say a day in politics
is a long time, but you have now done 541 days.
You're officially experienced. You have even had two
hurricanes and an opening of a country after a pan-
demic. You have had your first budget experience and
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a Confidence and a No Confidence Motion to address.
Mr. Speaker, | now declare them experienced.

In the end, politics is essentially a numbers
game. Who has the greatest number wins the Gov-
ernment, so if you can't find a way to master that or
outsmart the other side, then you need to be patient
and wait for an opportune time! As | mentioned earlier,
| am uniquely qualified to move this Motion. | have
been on the government side, the Opposition side,
and sometimes on the fence itself!

[Laughter]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: | am just being honest.

Keeping the peace between sides; after three
terms being elected and lastly, spent four years out-
side when my re-election campaign was less than
successful.

Mr. Speaker, | quote Sir Isaac Newton: “ener-
gy is never lost, [nor destroyed] it is merely trans-
ferred from one party to the next.”

Mr. Speaker, in 2017, | got the same public
call to come over to the other side. Mr. Speaker, |
wouldn't have gone if they didn’'t have enough to form
the government, and again | went for the good of the
country. They treated me well and | appreciate that,
as | have said many times, and if the foot was on an-
other shoe, Mr. Speaker, | would do the same thing.

If this came up in the 2017 to 2021 term, |
would have filed a Confidence Motion and support the
government for the good of country, Mr. Speaker.
Many wonder and frown on what | am doing here to-
day—even some of my own constituents may be
wondering—but | can assure them that if your Bodden
Town East Member of Parliament, Dwayne S. Sey-
mour is at the table, you will get your share.

As the good old icon Jimmy Cliff said, ‘as sure
as the sun shines, | am going to get mine’ for my peo-
ple, even if that means that we need to put more
pressure on this vexing traffic problem that we have. |
know there are more things that are needed in Bod-
den Town, like:

e amain road facelift;
housing repairs;
the Coe Wood beach upgrade;
Governor Russell beach upgrade;
toilets and cabanas;
road repairs;
flooding—Minister Jay, the Member for North
Side has been helping me well with that;
additional hurricane shelter space;
additional school space;
affordable housing for our people;
shutters for the elderly;
reviving the first capital and adding it to our
tourism product;
e ease up the cost of living

Mr. Speaker, | must tell you that | have my
eye on that East West arterial road being built. My
people in the East need one more hour sleep just like
everybody else.

Premier Panton, Deputy Premier Chris Sand-
ers, Minister Jay Ebanks...

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders, Deputy Premier,
Minister of Finance and Economic Development,
and Border Control and Labour, Elected Member
for Bodden Town West: But what does he do?

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: —Parliamentary Secretary
Rankine, and even Minister Turner in Prospect and |,
are working hard with the rest of the team to make this
talked about matter become reality for our people.

To the people of Bodden Town East, | will
continue to fight for the things that are most important
to you without fear or trepidation. Yes, | am the voice
of the voiceless and the face of the faceless. | hope all
Ministers took note of the things that | just mentioned,
so when you stand up, | implore you to indicate to
your staff to start working on these tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, this Government deserves a
chance; at a time in the world that no one has ever
seen, with a still ongoing pandemic after two years
and economies around the world so dim. The UK
pound is the same value or thereabout as the Cayman
dollar, and this PACT Government is expected to be
better than sliced bread.

Mr. Speaker, they are trying their best and
some may say ‘speed it up’ and | say, ‘that may not all
be up to them’. These guys are not destination politi-
cians where quick results are always wanted.

Mr. Speaker, | say to the listening public: eve-
rything has changed since this guy came around. The
guy | am talking about is COVID-19. This guy came
into our lives and things have changed; the whole
world has changed.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that no one ever ques-
tions my loyalty again, to this country and to the group
| signed up to support. Mr. Speaker, they know that |
will speak up, | am not afraid to voice my concerns
and support, and if you don't do your job, | will first
whisper silently to you; and if you all don't listen, | will
call you out! Are you hearing this?

Premier, you have the hardest job and that is
to control all these independent thinkers who so bril-
liantly express themselves in colour at times.

[Laughter]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: | leave that job to you,
Premier, sir.

This politics is serious business as you value
every Member of our team as equals. It may not be
what you think was best, but this is a wakeup call for
the PACT Government to work best for this country,
respond with haste and listen with intent.
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Mr. Speaker, what is the purpose of the com-
ing to this honourable House with just five signatures?
They should have ensured they had the 11 needed to
take over, so let us not confuse or conflate the exer-
cise of democracy with the mechanics of politicking —
they are doing a good job at it.

Mr. Speaker, thank you in advance for allow-
ing me to exercise the rest of my democratic time, to
remind this honourable House where there is confi-
dence in this PACT Government. The Motion did not
say, ‘it's against the PACT-Government and not John
John’, so it's against all of us on this side, therefore |
must defend the government!

Mr. Speaker, the electorate thankfully sees,
and more importantly, values the diversity of opinion
and skillsets we bring to the table. No one will ever
accuse us or mistake us for a band of yes-men or yes-
women or marionettes.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: | will be honest, and | am
sure the Premier sometimes wishes we were not so
vocal, but he appreciates our passion coming from
wanting the best for our constituents and this country.

“The beauty of life does not depend
on how happy you are,
but on how happy others can be
because of you.”

Mr. Speaker, before closing | would like to say
that although | am moving this Motion in my name, it
is a Motion on the people’s behalf. It is a Motion that
reaffirms their confidence that this is a People-driven,
Accountable, Competent and Transparent Govern-
ment.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: To the people of the Cay-
man Islands watching this debate, | thank you for
choosing the PACT-Government to navigate our ship.

To my honourable colleagues, diversely on
life's vast ocean, we sail carrying the hopes and love
of our beloved Caymanian people. No captain can salil
alone. A great captain understands they could not
possibly operate their ship alone. No single person
can do it—from steering the ship, navigating the
course, and overseeing all essential ship operations
[of] the good ship Cayman; the multiplicity or the di-
verse nature in our team.

| ask you, Mr. Speaker, to allow me to just
mention all of the Members in this honourable House,
just to show the diversity of the group that we put to-
gether.

Mr. Speaker, we have you: the Honourable
William McKeeva Bush, Father of the House, busi-

nessman, real estate mogul and farmer — West Bay
West.

We have the Honourable Premier Wayne
Panton: lawyer, businessman, boat Captain —
Newlands.

We have the Honourable Deputy Premier,
Christopher Saunders: accountant, businessman —
Bodden Town West.

We have the Honourable Minister Juliana
O’Connor-Connolly, Cayman Brac East: A lawyer,
educator, a farmer, my friend, my confidant—one of
the smartest people | know. Thanks for your encour-
agement, Minister O’Connor-Connolly.

We have the Honourable Minister Kenneth
Bryan: businessman, finance Caribbean Tourism Or-
ganization (CTO) Chairman - George Town Central.

We have the Honourable Minister André.
Ebanks: lawyer — West Bay South.

We have the Honourable Minister Jay
Ebanks: businessman, farmer and fisherman — North
Side.

Minister Sabrina Turner: businesswoman,
healthcare — Prospect.

| just want to confirm, Mr. Speaker, | did not
confirm all these accolades that I'm actually putting on
them. I'm somehow guessing, but | think I'm not far
off.

Honourable Minister Bernie Bush: a busi-
nessman, aviation and sport expert.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Parliamentary
Secretary, Katherine Ebanks-Wilks: lawyer, advocate
for women rights for fairness and equal rights. You
make me proud every day. West Bay Central has a
great defender.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Honourable PS Ms.
Heather D. Bodden: businesswoman, philanthropist —
Savannah.

PS Isaac Rankine, East End: businessman,
engineer and preacher.

[Pause and inaudible interjection]

Mr. Dwayne S. Seymour: Mr. Speaker, myself, the
unassuming one; someone else can name what they
think of me, but Mr. Speaker, Mother Teresa said,
‘you have never really lived until you have done some-
thing for someone who can never repay you.” That
means a lot to me, Mr. Speaker.

God bless the people of this country. God
bless our Parliament. God bless our civil servants.
God bless our families. God bless my family. God
bless the Church. God bless the people of Bodden
Town East—I thank you all so much.

As | wrap up now and use only my first
speech and not the second one | have in my back
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pocket, just in case any interruption came, | thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
God bless these honourable Cayman Islands.

[Desk thumping and applause]

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak? The
Member for East End.

Mr. Isaac D. Rankine, Parliamentary Secretary to
HAYSCH and PAHI, Elected Member for East End:
Mr. Speaker, I'm not sure how | can follow that, sir.

Mr. Speaker, it is with deep humility and a
sense of pride that | rose a short moment ago to sec-
ond this Private Members' Motion No. 2-2022/23, Mo-
tion of confidence in this PACT Government, which
was moved and debated by my honourable friend and
colleague, the Member from Bodden Town East.

As a fairly new Member of this honourable
Parliament, | can say without reservations that |, along
with the constituents of East End, whom | am hon-
oured to have represented for the last year and a half,
have seen first-hand the success of the PACT admin-
istration since taking office. | am also heartened by
the support | received from my colleagues in this hon-
ourable House, as well as members of the Civil Ser-
vice, as we all work together to improve the lives of
our fellow Caymanians and residents of these beloved
Islands.

For reasons | will soon outline, | confidently
give my support to the motion of full confidence to the
government of the Cayman Islands. | am fully support-
ive of the Premier as leader of this team of independ-
ent-thinking public servants, a group with diverse
backgrounds who are united in the mission of creating
a better quality of life for our people, as outlined by my
honourable colleague earlier.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to again thank the
Honourable Premier for placing his confidence in me,
giving me the opportunity to serve in my capacity as
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Planning
Agriculture, Housing, Infrastructure, and also to the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

To this end, | would also like to thank the
Honourable Minister Jay Ebanks, Honourable Minister
Bernie A. Bush and Minister of Home Affairs, the
Honourable Sabrina Turner, as well as other Ministers
and their staff, particularly those whose work impact
the Ministries in which | serve. We all work together in
the best interests of the Cayman Islands, even when
we sometimes do things from different perspectives,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, please also permit me to take a
brief moment to extend special gratitude to the Chief
Officers, Deputy Chief Officers, Heads of Departments
and staff in all the Ministries, for their conscientious
work over the past year and a half in progressing a

number of the government’'s broad outcomes for this
PACT Government.

Special thanks must be reserved for my con-
stituents in East End, Mr. Speaker for their generous
support since | was elected; it remains a great honour
to represent them here, and today | reaffirm my com-
mitment in striving to be the best representative for
them, and to keep working tirelessly to ensure that
East End remains a model constituency.

During the election, | made a commitment to
my constituents that should they find it fit to elect me
to this high office, | would do my endeavour best to
ensure that the District of East End was no longer
regulated as a default on the Opposition benches. For
far too long, the District of Eastern was a back-burner
district and, as a result, improvements seemed out of
reach for us. Since taking office, | can say without
hesitation that in their respective areas, my PACT col-
leagues have ensured that | am able to fulfil that
promise to my constituents of bringing my constituen-
cy to the front burner again.

The passion, dedication, and inspiration | re-
ceived from the group of men and women who cur-
rently surround me here on this side of the House,
made me proud to call them my government col-
leagues. In spite of the challenges we face day to day,
we remain committed and dedicated to helping each
other and by extension making the lives of the people
of the Cayman Islands easier.

Mr. Speaker, it is for this reason [that] | am
proud to be a part of a government made up of a di-
verse group of independent-thinking leaders; a strong
team working towards better political representation
based on our agreed PACT principles—People-
driven, Accountable, Competent and Transparent. For
my constituency and the wider Cayman Islands, the
improvements that | will outline in my contribution rep-
resents a fraction of the larger part of this administra-
tion.

By presenting my constituency as a microcosm, | am
sure the listening public will see the bigger picture for
what this PACT administration is aiming to do in our
term in office. Thus, Mr. Speaker, my contribution to-
day serves two purposes:
e The first to underscore my support and confi-
dence in our PACT Government; and
e Secondly to provide an update to the resi-
dents of East End on what the government
has been doing for them.

Mr. Speaker, before | highlight some of the
work that has been done in East End over the past
year, | would like to commend the Honourable Jay

Ebanks, Minister for Planning, Agriculture,
Housing and Infrastructure, for all the hard work that
has been accomplished under his leadership over the
past year and a half. The Ministry has made much
progress in a number of key areas, including:
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e Supporting the agriculture sector to enhance
food and nutrition security;

e Investing in young Caymanians through train-
ing and development programmes;

e Increasing the number of affordable housing;
and

e Improving the road infrastructure to ensure
the successful future of our Islands.

As it relates to agriculture, Mr. Speaker, we
are thankful that we were only likely brushed by Hurri-
cane lan two weeks ago. The $3 million grant the
PACT Government provided to farmers under the
Tropical Grace Assistance Project has benefited the
farmers tremendously, and placed them in a position
to repair their farms and return to production earlier
this year. We are therefore relieved that Hurricane lan
did not set them back again, as that would have been
a big blow for them and for our Islands.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Agriculture has
been focused on the Islands’ food security and | can-
not underscore enough the importance of this ap-
proach given the challenges many countries, including
the Cayman Islands, are facing due to the COVID-19
pandemic and other issues that have impacted global
food supply chain.

The Honourable Minister and the team in the
Ministry, along with members of the private sector,
have been engaging in regional discussions and have
made some concrete arrangements with the aim to
ensure accessibility to high-quality food from other
sources, while at the same time strengthening and
modernising the local agriculture sector.

Mr. Speaker, | am sure we can all agree, that
for the countries within the region to mitigate the cur-
rent global challenges, we all have to work closely
together to share resources and solutions, so we can
pave the way forward. Given the region's climate and
environment, Mr. Speaker, we have the capacity to
produce much of the food we consume. | believe that
the collaboration and growth in trade, in agriculture
produce, and other inputs between Cayman Islands
and neighbouring countries, can be viable.

The Ministry has also provided support to the
Cayman Islands Agriculture Society. Through the
support, the society has already completed two suc-
cessful importations of cattle, to upgrade the livestock
sector. The team in the Ministry has informed me that
they are acquiring cattle that best suits our local con-
ditions, including the Jamaican Red Poll breed, which
has been requested by our farming communities. The
Ministry, through the Department of Agriculture, has
ensured that all regulatory requirements are met to
safeguard against possible introduction of pests and
diseases that could impact the health of local livestock
population.

Mr. Speaker, it will be of no surprise that as
the representative of the largest farming district, | firm-
ly support any assistance and support that the gov-
ernment can create and provide for our farmers. | un-

derstand just how important our farming industry is,
and | wish to take this opportunity to publicly thank the
Department of Agriculture, ably led by Mr. Adrian
Estwick and supported by the Minister, for the com-
mitment in supporting our farmers.

I must also commend the Department for the
training that they have been providing for the agricul-
ture sector. In May this year, the department delivered
a home gardening course designed to provide home-
owners with the skills to have successful home gar-
dens. Some of the topics covered included the intro-
duction to vegetable gardening, crop nutrition and irri-
gation, principles of pest management, home garden
safety, harvesting and post-harvesting handling.

Home gardens, Mr. Speaker, are a perfect
way for our families to reduce their food bills, improve
nutrition and supplement income, and are therefore a
key component of a draft food and nutrition security
plan. The demand for the home gardening course was
so high, that the Department will be hosting similar
sessions in the near future.

Also, just two months ago, the Department
collaborated with the Scientific Research Council of
Jamaica to deliver a highly-successful Agro-
Processing course for Caymanians to learn about the
production development basics for jam and jellies,
sauces, seasoning blends, and other products. Train-
ing of this nature is of great significance in the context
of value-added products being regarded as a means
to transform agriculture into a profitable endeavour for
farmers.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, many of our farm-
ers often face the challenge of periodic production
gluts, which lowers prices and limits their ability to sell
their crops; through this training, they will be able to
convert this excess into something that can be stored
for later sale or transformed into a new range of prod-
ucts that can be sold at a better price. This training will
also provide Caymanians with opportunities to expand
linkages with the tourism sector through the produc-
tion of unique products that visitors can take home as
souvenirs from our Islands.

As | touch on the topic of training for Cay-
manians, | also want to move to the apprenticeship
training programme which is led by the Ministry’s Pub-
lic Works Department, also ably led by Mr. Troy
Whorms. Earlier this year, | attended the Public Work
Department (PWD’s) inaugural Skills Training Compe-
tition aimed at showcasing the skills of the students in
the programme and creating awareness about Tech-
nical, Vocational, Education and Training (TVET) in
the Cayman Islands. A wealth of talent displayed by
the trainees as they competed in the areas of electri-
cal installation, carpentry, masonry, air conditioning
and refrigeration, gave me great pride and confidence
in recognising that we have a bright future within our
TVET sector.
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Mr. Speaker, | also want to commend the
team at Public Works Department for establishing this
Inaugural Skills Training Competition. They have tak-
en on the responsibility to promote the careers of
young Caymanians, not only through the mentorship
of interns from high school, but through proper tech-
nical training that will lead to an internationally-
recognised City and Guilds London certification.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, just a few
weeks ago | joined the Honourable Minister and the
Ministry’s team at an orientation session of new train-
ees and the opening of a new simulation lab to sup-
port their training. | was particularly pleased to learn
that the trainees enrolled in the construction trades
programme designed and renovated the building that
houses the simulation lab, and | just want to congratu-
late them and the instructors for their hard work, and
encourage them to continue to strive for excellence.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be a part of this
government that is supportive in the expansion of
technical and vocational training across our Islands
and one that will continue to provide as many oppor-
tunities as possible for Caymanians.

| am also proud to be part of a government

that is committed to invest in the road infrastructure of
our Islands, while actively seeking to find alternatives
to solve our transportation and mobility challenges.
The road infrastructure, traffic and housing are some
of the pressing issues affecting my constituents in
East End.
Traffic is a number one concern, and just this morning
| had a WhatsApp message from a constituent who
expressed her dissatisfaction with the wait time in the
traffic from East End to George Town. It has been a
concern for the residents of these Islands for a long
time. | understand the difficulties and complaints from
my people in East End, and | also understand how
this issue affects the quality of life, so | want to reas-
sure them that the Ministry and the Government is
working on solutions to address these challenges. |
also know that the Minister of Tourism and Transport
is desirous of finding solutions to these traffic issues,
and it is my intention to work closely with him so that
East End will be a beneficiary of these solutions as
well.

The Honourable Minister of Planning, Agricul-
ture, Housing and Infrastructure will highlight the main
road infrastructure projects being undertaken across
Grand Cayman, but | will touch on those that are tak-
ing place, or affects us in East End.

Phase one of the East West Arterial: The road
from Hirst to the Woodland Drive area is at 65 per
cent design, with most of the base work completed up
to 4 feet.

Phase two of the East West Arterial: The ten-
der process for the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) consultant is complete, and that consultant
started work in September, on the 12 to 16 months’-
long study.

Crewe Road, Hurley Merren Boulevard: This
segment between Grand Harbour and the Red Bay
roundabout is now 90 per cent complete. National
Roads Authority (NRA) is now focused on widening
both sides of the corridor between the Grand Harbour
and CUC roundabouts.

It is our hope, Mr. Speaker, that once these
improvements are completed, it will further make our
morning and evening commute to-and-from East End
more bearable.

In addition to those road projects, the National
Roads Authority has also been undertaking other
works which will benefit the eastern districts and some
of the specific East End road upgrades carried out
include:

e Road shoulder

Queens Highway;
¢ Austin Connolly Drive and Seaview Drive;

o District road upgrades also took place on

Tangelo Lane, Knot street;

e One of our farming roads—Sierra little

bluff;

¢ Welcome Way

o Fiddlers Way; and

e Sterling Lane.

rehabilitation works at

Over this financial year, the NRA will also be
continuing to upgrade of the Guardrail Programme,
speed bumps installation and other island-wide district
roads improvement programme. To this end, | need to
also mention Mr. Speaker, that the NRA has complet-
ed additional drain wells in East End to mitigate any
flooding issues we may see now or in the near future.

In housing, | am pleased to report that the Na-
tional Housing Development Trust (NHDT) has com-
pleted seven more affordable homes, which will soon
be handed over to the assigned home owners. The
Trust is already in the planning phase for further pro-
jects in East End and the rest of the Islands, and |
want to encourage young Caymanians, especially
East Enders to visit the NHDT offices to learn more
and sign up for applications when more opportunities
become available.

| am also encouraged that the PACT Gov-
ernment is focused on providing more housing oppor-
tunities for Caymanians than previous administra-
tions—again, the Honourable Minister for Housing will
soon outline this in further details in his contribution.
Mr. Speaker, | pledge my support to the Minister and
his team at the National Housing Development Trust
on these projects, as well as work to revise the afford-
able housing policy to create a new strategy that will
meet the demands of our Caymanian people.

Moving on, Mr. Speaker, in support of plans to
improve the East End community, works have been
undertaken by the Ministry’s Facilities Management
Department at the William Allen McLaughlin Civic
Centre. To date, new flooring, new ceiling air condi-
tioning unit and the ducting, the installation of a new

Parliament of the Cayman Islands



12 Friday, 7 October 2022

Official Hansard Report

stage, as well as interior and exterior painting have all
been completed. The installation of the electric vehicle
charging station, as well as the installation of a new
grease trap system for the kitchen, have also been
completed.

Paving at the William Allen McLaughlin Civic
Centre has also been completed. Work continues on
the bathroom renovations, and | am pleased to report
that the roof repairs are about to commence. Other
upcoming works at the William Allen McLaughlin Civic
Centre include upgrades to the landscaping, and the
transformation of the bathroom facilities to be Ameri-
can Disabilities Association compliant; and we shall
not forget Gun Bay, sir.

For the Elliott Connolly Civic Centre in Gun
Bay, the following works have also been completed:

o Facilities equipped with new appliances;

¢ Addition of chairs and tables;

o LED lighting upgrades;

e Entry door replacement;

e Resurfacing and marking of the basketball
court; and

¢ Installation of basketball backboard and
hoops.

Mr. Speaker, the facilities team in the De-
partment is confident that during this financial term
there will be a number of other updates in this, and
other civic centres, including works on the interior for
the installation of video and audio equipment, installa-
tion of security alarm systems, and installation of au-
tomatic security lighting around the property. These
enhancements will make it safer for the members of
the East End community and other communities to
use these facilities.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to inform that
| am working in partnership with the Minister of Sports,
Youth, and Culture, the Honourable Bernie Bush, and
his team on the following areas:

Firstly, to upgrade and enhance the sports
facility in East End, which will not only benefit my con-
stituents but the country on a whole. We are discuss-
ing how we can bring this facility to international sport-
ing standards, and the plan is to include new infra-
structure such as restrooms, a walking track, and oth-
er ancillary facilities.

Secondly, to introduce cultural features and
awareness unique to the district of East End to the
members of our community.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | look forward to ongoing
collaboration with Minister Bush and his team on vari-
ous other projects relevant to his subject matter.

Mr. Speaker, the Public Works Department
has also been undertaking works in East End notably,
the Colliers Beach dock. They're seeking to reinstate
the damaged dock structure and to this end, a struc-
tural assessment has been completed and the subse-
quent bathymetric survey completed as well.

The Gun Bay boat ramp and restroom facility:
the design work has been completed, planning ap-
proval is pending, and the Building Control Unit (BCU)
permit and application are also pending. The heritage
field dock and boat ramp will be redeveloped similarly
to the Bodden Town Coe Wood beach dock—we de-
serve no less in East End. [| am] working with the De-
partment of Environment to establish swim areas on
both public beaches in the district. This will enhance it
for residents, as well as our visitors to our district.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to touch on some
improvements to the East End Primary School. During
the delivery of my budget address | acknowledged
and highlighted the continued dedication of the Minis-
ter of Education, the Honourable Juliana O’Connor-
Connolly, and once more am sure that | speak on be-
half of the entire House—at least those on this side. |
have said many times in private, that the future of our
students, whom she refers to as her students—are
surely in safe hands. The Minister has been a stead-
fast and a lifelong educator who, without question,
ensures that the education of our students is not a
political matter. | want to thank the Minister and her
team at the Ministry and the Department of Education
for their continued support to our students.

| am pleased to report that under this PACT
Administration, and under the experience and wise
stewardship of the Minister of Education, the following
projects have been completed at East End Primary
School:

e Extension of the reception playground

through the construction of a retaining wall;

e Backfilling of the area and installation of

artificial turf;

Repairs to perimeter fencing and gates;
Repairs and adjustments to the perimeter
concrete block wall to improve visibility at
the road junction;

e Changing of the extractor fan on the roof of

the new block above the kitchen;

e Removal and retiling of the walls in the

girls’ bathroom;

External painting of several walls;

Repairs of the fascia board and guttering
are just a few of the items that have been
done at East End Primary School.

| am also pleased to report that other infra-
structure projects planned for the East End primary
school include:

o Major repairs to the kitchen roof;

e Construction of a security guard house;

¢ Installation of security fencing; and

e The acquisition of a school intercom sys-

tem.

Mr. Speaker, again, during my budget ad-
dress, | mentioned that with the support of this PACT
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Government, one of the first acts was to purchase
acreage for the construction of a new facility for our
seniors. The plan then evolved as additional land was
purchased, and a project aimed at affordable housing
lots was included. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to con-
firm today that this government, of which | am proud
to be a part of, has made further progress towards
implementation of the affordable residential land lot
programme. Caucus and Cabinet has reviewed and
approved a tentative design and funding for the pro-
ject, and a working group has been established to fi-
nalise the launch of the programme which is anticipat-
ed in early 2023.

Mr. Speaker, this project—the first of its kind
in our jurisdiction and perhaps the Caribbean—will
focus on Caymanians who wish to own their own par-
cel of land to construct their own house and as such,
is not connected to the affordable homes programme.
This programme is anticipated to fill a gap which we
all see today, where in short, Caymanians cannot
afford to purchase land in their own country, whether it
be to hold for a child or grandchild, or for themselves
to build a home.

Mr. Speaker, the government will utilise exist-
ing Crown lands in each district and on each of our
Islands, where we will create residential land lots sub-
division. The subdivisions will include the necessary
road infrastructure and utilities and then allow the
Caymans to purchase these residential lots at an af-
fordable price. We anticipate having over 40 lots
available for sale to Caymanians in this pilot pro-
gramme.

[Desk thumping]

Mr. Isaac D. Rankine: We envisage a fully integrated
community that will have house lots for sale: lots on
which the Ministry of Investment, Innovation and So-
cial Development can build much-needed multi-family
social housing; lots for the National Housing Devel-
opment Trust to construct affordable homes, a lot for
commercial use, a lot for a community centre, a cen-
tral park and other green space, and a lot for general
parking because this community will be immediately
across the road from a brand new public beach which
will be opening in the coming months. This community
will also include the new older persons’ home in East
End on a two-acre parcel.

Mr. Speaker, as | said, we will be fully launch-
ing the programme in 2023 and will be providing fur-
ther details at that time, but for the completeness of
thought, | am pleased to also inform the Parliament
that the Ministry of Social Development is set to begin
the design phase for this new Seniors’ home in 2023. |
am sure this will come as a great relief to many of our
older residents who may require such services in the
future—I am sure | will probably be one of those.

[Laughter]

Mr. Isaac D. Rankine: This too was a priority for my
constituency during the last election.

As | begin to draw near to the end of my con-
tribution, Mr. Speaker, | want to briefly touch on a key
area of focus for me, as Parliamentary Secretary, in
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The wider scope of home affairs include
emergency dispatch, communications, and national
CCTV surveillance systems; the detention and reha-
bilitation of offenders through multi agency offender
management principles; provision of disaster relief
and humanitarian aid services, and delivery of fire and
rescue services within the aerodrome, domestic and
maritime domains.

While the Minister will give more details on
these plus more in her contribution, and | wish not to
steal her thunder, | am happy to give a brief outline on
a development pilot programme that is moving ahead
and something | strongly support. You see, Mr.
Speaker, like other Members in this honourable
House, my constituency is home to a fairly large num-
ber of older and ageing residents.

Under the leadership of the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, the Honourable Sabrina Turner, and in
conjunction with the Ministry of Investment, Innovation
and Social Development, | can probably say that the
pilot programme is in the development stages for a
medical device alert system that will be used to keep
our ageing population safe within our communities.

The programme’s aim is to assist by explor-
ing, testing, and possibly monitoring using a non-
intrusive monitoring system that can be installed in
homes and also in elderly persons to remotely alert
their caregivers or any responding agencies. This ini-
tiative can increase elderly independence, save lives,
and possibly reduce government spending.

Mr. Speaker, under this Government, our dis-
tricts are getting comprehensive and holistic upgrades
from a government that has been purpose-driven on
making changes supported by the Deputy Governor
and the rest of the civil service. On the things that |
mentioned which benefit my constituency, | think it is
worth emphasising that what | have articulated here
today does not even begin to scratch the surface of
what we have achieved as a PACT Government.

While my other colleagues will elaborate on
more achievements in their contribution, it is for the
reasons | have outlined [that] | can confidently lend
my support to the Motion of full confidence in the
Government of the Cayman Islands. | can also offer
my full support to the Premier as leader of this team of
independent-thinking public servants. A diverse group
who are united in the mission of creating a better qual-
ity of life for all Caymanians and for the people of
these Islands. With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, | ask
the Members of this House to vote in favour of the
Motion of full confidence in the Government of the
Cayman Islands.
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| thank you, Mr. Speaker. God bless this hon-
ourable Parliament and God bless these Cayman Is-
lands.

[Desk thumping]

The Speaker: | think it an appropriate time to take a
suspension until 1:30. The House shall suspend until
1:30pm.

Proceedings suspended at 12:22 pm

Proceedings resumed at 1:57 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated.
Proceedings have resumed.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
AND OF REPORTS

The Government Minute — Segregated Insurance
Fund (SIF) 2015/16 Accounts & Cayman Islands
Monetary Authority’s (CIMA) 2015/16 Accounts

The Speaker: The Honourable Deputy Governor.

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz |. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the
Table of this Honourable House, the Government's
response to the Report of the Standing Public Ac-
counts Committee for the Segregated Insurance Fund
(SIF) 2015/16 Accounts & Cayman Islands Monetary
Authority’s (CIMA) 2015/16 Accounts.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Member Speaking?

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz |. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Yes, Mr. Speaker, thank you.

Mr. Speaker, the Government Minutes provide
management responses to the recommendations con-
tained in the Report of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee. This includes responses to any additional rec-
ommendations from the PAC itself. Where relevant,
they also provide further updates to the management
responses previously provided on the recommenda-
tions from the Office of the Auditor General.

It should be noted, Mr. Speaker, that this par-
ticular Government Minute was one of those that was
flagged by the Auditor General as past
due/outstanding for some time, so | am happy that we
are able to lay it on the Table of this House at this
Meeting.

Mr. Speaker, in reference to the Government
Minute on the ‘Segregated Insurance Fund (SIF)
2015/16 Accounts & Cayman Islands Monetary Au-
thority’s (CIMA) 2015/16 Accounts’, the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) made four recommenda-
tions.

The PAC recommended that Government
consider:

1. Allowing the Health Insurance Commission to
regulate the premiums for all health insurance
plans not just the Standard Health Insurance
Contract (SHIC) and ensure that they are ad-
equately resourced to carry out these addi-
tional duties. This is in the interests of keep-
ing private health premiums as low as possi-
ble especially given SHIC only accounts for
20 per cent of health insurance plans.

2. Changing the law to ensure that private sector
employers offer post-retirement healthcare
benefits to lessen the cost impact on the gov-
ernment finances.

3. Increasing the $10 individual and $20 family
fee that this is levied on private health insur-
ance plans to better help fund the costs of in-
digent health care.

4. Doing whatever is necessary to give CIMA, as
property insurance regulator, the ability to in-
fluence the property insurance market premi-
um increases in the Cayman Islands.

In response to recommendations, one through
to three, the Ministry of Health and Wellness indicated
that these will be addressed with the Health Insurance
Commission this year.

By way of update, Mr. Speaker, | note that,
since the preparation of the management response to
this report, the Ministry has indicated that a review of
the Health Insurance Act & Regulations has com-
menced and these recommendations will be further
considered within that process.

Mr. Speaker, with regards to recommendation
four, in the management response, the Ministry of Fi-
nancial Services & Commerce has indicated that cur-
rently, CIMA does not have statutory power to regu-
late property premium rates in the Cayman Islands,
but in performing its regulatory functions, is expected
to use its best endeavours to promote and enhance
market confidence and consumer protection. Some of
the steps CIMA has taken to achieve this includes:

e Put in place a Rule on Market Conduct — In-
surers, Agents and Brokers, in line with the in-
ternational standards, focusing on fair treat-
ment of customers, obligations for information
provision by insurance companies and inter-
mediaries to their insurance consumers, man-
datory disclosure requirements around the
compensation structure and remuneration ar-
rangements between intermediaries and in-
surers, et cetera;

e Mandatory annual and quarterly reporting re-
quirements to ensure insurance companies
remain financially stable as a stable business
environment is important for the insurance
sector and consumer confidence;
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o Offsite and onsite inspections to audit insur-
ance companies and intermediaries’ conduct
and treatment of customers;

e Prompt investigation of customer complaints
against insurance companies and intermediar-
ies; and

e Trying to balance the need for consumers to
receive an appropriate level of protection and
the benefits of competition by not imposing
unreasonable barriers to entry for new insur-
ance and intermediary businesses.

Mr. Speaker, while the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) is the office with responsibility for the
reporting on the implementation of these recommen-
dations, | believe it is important that | provide a brief
synopsis on the progress being made by the Civil
Service.

The Civil Service values these opportunities to
reflect and improve and will continue to work towards
the successful implementation of these recommenda-
tions in a timely manner.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
the OAG, the PAC, Chief Officers and their teams for
their efforts in this regard.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Government Minute — Follow-up on past PAC
recommendations — October 2018

The Speaker: The Honourable Deputy Governor.

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz |. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Mr. Speaker, thank you.

In accordance with section 77(7) of the Par-
liament Standing Orders, | am hereby Tabling the
Government Minute on the following Report of the
Standing Public Accounts Committee and the Office of
the Auditor General: The Government Minute — Follow
up on PAC recommendations — October 2018.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Does the Member want to speak to it?

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz |. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Again, just
briefly.

Mr. Speaker, the Government Minutes provide
management responses to the recommendations con-
tained in the Report of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee. This includes responses to any additional rec-
ommendations from the PAC itself. Where relevant,
they also provide further updates to the management
responses previously provided on the recommenda-
tions from the Office of the Auditor General.

It should be noted, Mr. Speaker, that this par-
ticular Government Minute was again one of those
that was flagged by the Auditor General as past
due/outstanding for some time.

Mr. Speaker, in reference to the Government
Minute on the ‘Follow up on past PAC Recommenda-
tions — October, 2018’, the Public Accounts Commit-
tee made four additional recommendations in relation
to Social Assistance Programmes and three additional
recommendations in relation to Ensuring Quality
Healthcare and a Healthy population.

Mr. Speaker, as we are all aware, both our
health care systems and our social assistance pro-
grammes were put to the test during the COVID-19
Pandemic. | would like to publicly thank, once again,
all those in the Civil Service, Public Service, our elect-
ed leaders and private sector for their preparation and
responses during the COVID-19 pandemic, which
helped to ensure the safety of our people.

Mr. Speaker, one of the additional recom-
mendations dealt with in this Government Minute was
a recommendation to the former Ministry of Health,
Environment, Housing and Culture (HEHC), to devel-
op a housing strategy for the country.

In the Management Response the Ministry of
Planning, Agriculture, Housing and Infrastructure,
which currently has responsibility for this area of work,
has indicated that they are preparing a draft strategy
which will include housing proposals for low-income
families. The Chief Officer has indicated that this draft
is due to be submitted to the Government by the end
of 2023.

It was also recommended that the former Min-
istry of HEHC review its methods for approving medi-
cal indigents and establish a post to provide easier
access.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to note, from the
Management Response, that collaboration between
the current Ministry of Health and Wellness and the
Health Services Authority (HSA) has been ongoing. In
the management response, the Chief Officer indicates
that an initial meeting was held in March of this year to
review the approval methods for indigents. The Chief
Officer also noted that the HSA patient services and
the medical social worker at HSA currently provide
assistance to help persons navigate the application
process.

Mr. Speaker, there is a recommendation to
replace the Poor Relief Law. In the management re-
sponse, the Ministry of Investment, Innovation and
Social Development noted that the recommendation
for legislation was underway. The draft legislation has
been titled the ‘Financial Assistance Bill’ and, by
way of an update, | am pleased to note that the Minis-
try has indicated that the Bill was gazetted on 12" Au-
gust, 2022, and the “Financial Assistance Bill” is on
the Order Paper for consideration during this current
meeting of Parliament. This is a huge win for all of us
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, recommendation four of the re-
port calls on the former Ministry of Community Affairs
to conduct a review of the staffing level of the Needs
Assessment Unit to determine that adequate re-
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sources are provided to deal with the workload. In the
management response, the current Ministry of In-
vestment, Innovation and Social Development has
indicated that they are undergoing an organisational
review which includes an analysis of the human re-
sources capacity, organisational structure and job de-
scriptions, as part of a Social Development Strategy
that is being drafted.

Mr. Speaker, there were three recommenda-
tions related to ‘ensuring quality healthcare and a
healthy population’ for the former Ministry of Health,
Environment, Housing and Culture.

The first recommendation was for the Ministry
to consider Canada as an option for Caymanian doc-
tors to obtain a speciality board certification. In the
management response, the Chief Officer in the cur-
rent Ministry of Health and Wellness has indicated
that they have developed a draft policy on the devel-
opment of Caymanian Doctors which considered
Canada as an option as per the recommendation. The
policy will need to be presented to Caucus. Mr.
Speaker, it was also noted in the management re-
sponse that the Ministry currently supports Caymani-
an doctors by funding $150,000 to the HSA each year
for medical internships.

In response to a recommendation to consider
ways to reduce cost of healthcare, the Chief Officer
indicates in her management response that the Minis-
try of Health and Wellness is currently reviewing the
costs of healthcare, which includes a review of the
duty and mark-up on drugs.

Mr. Speaker, the last recommendation in this
report was to publish the findings of the review of the
health insurance providers that was conducted by the
Health Insurance Commission. | am pleased to note,
Mr. Speaker, that the Management Response indi-
cates that the Department of Health Regulatory Ser-
vice has published this information on its website.

Mr. Speaker, whilst the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) is the office with responsibility for the
reporting on the implementation of these recommen-
dations, | again believe it is important that | provide a
brief synopsis on the progress being made by the Civil
Service. The Civil Service values these opportunities
to reflect and improve and will continue to work to-
wards the successful implementation of these recom-
mendations in a timely manner.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
the OAG, the PAC, Chief Officers and their teams for
their efforts in this regard.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Government Minute — Reports of the Office of
the Auditor General on:

Owen Roberts International Airport (ORIA) Termi-
nal Redevelopment Project — Progress Update as
at August 2018 (January 2019);

Financial Reporting of the Cayman Islands Gov-
ernment: General Report 2019 (December 2020);
and
Improving Financial Accountability &
Transparency: Budgeting (December 2020).

The Speaker: The Honourable Deputy Governor.

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz I. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Mr. Speaker, thank you.

Mr. Speaker, in accordance with section 77
(7) of the Parliament Standing Orders, | am hereby
Tabling the Government Minute on the following re-
port of the Standing Public Accounts Committee and
the Office of the Auditor General: The Government
Minute — Reports of the Office of the Auditor General
on:

e Owen Roberts International Airport (ORIA)
Terminal Redevelopment Project — Progress
Update as at August 2018 (January 2019);

e Financial Reporting of the Cayman Islands
Government: General Report 2019 (Decem-
ber 2020); and

¢ Improving Financial Accountability & Trans-
parency: Budgeting (December 2020).

The Speaker: So ordered.
Does the Member wish to speak?

The Deputy Governor, Hon. Franz |. Manderson,
Deputy Governor: Mr. Speaker, again, just briefly.

Mr. Speaker, the Government Minutes provide
management responses to the recommendations con-
tained in the Report of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee. This includes responses to any additional rec-
ommendations from the PAC itself. Where relevant,
they also provide further updates to the management
responses previously provided on the recommenda-
tions from the Office of the Auditor General.

Before providing some brief remarks on this
Government Minute, Mr. Speaker, please allow me to
advise this honourable House that, in January, 2022, |
took personal responsibility at a Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) meeting for coordinating the tabling
of the Government Minutes, with a view to addressing
a backlog of past due Government Minutes, and im-
proving the timeliness with which Government
Minutes are tabled.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to advise that my
Office has made good progress in preparing the
Minutes for Cabinet approval and submitting them to
the Parliament for tabling, and we are almost fully
caught up on the backlog. However, it should be not-
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ed that the actual tabling of the Minutes are subject to
the meeting schedule of the Parliament.

It should be noted, Mr. Speaker, that this par-
ticular Government Minute was one of those that was
flagged by the Auditor General as past
due/outstanding for some time.

Mr. Speaker, this particular Minute incorpo-
rates three separate reports, and the following should
be noted:

e No additional recommendations were made
as part of the PAC Report on the OAG report
entitled “Owen Roberts International Airport
(ORIA) Terminal Redevelopment Project”;
therefore, no Government updates were pro-
vided as part of this Minute.

e Two recommendations were made for ‘Finan-
cial Reporting of the Cayman lIslands Gov-
ernment: General Report 2019 (December
2020) and;

e Seventeen recommendations were made for
‘Improving Financial Accountability & Trans-
parency.

Mr. Speaker, in the Management Response
from the Financial Secretary and the Accountant
General, on report entitled, Financial Reporting of the
Cayman lIslands Government: General Report 2019
(December 2020), | am pleased to note that the two
recommendations focusing on the timely laying of an-
nual reports and stronger functional leadership
through the Ministry of Finance have been actioned.
| personally have reiterated the importance of the
timeliness of these reports to the Chief Officers and |
thank them and their teams, including their CFOs, for
their efforts in this regard. The Ministry of Finance has
also been diligent in reminding agencies of their re-
sponsibilities and the relevant timelines.

Mr. Speaker, if you note on the Order Paper

today, you will see a number of reports being Tabled
in accordance with this recommendation.
Mr. Speaker, | also note that in a response to a rec-
ommendation from the report titled, Improving Finan-
cial Accountability & Transparency: Budgeting (De-
cember 2020), the Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development, has revised the delivery date of a Mod-
ernised Budget Framework, to be delivered on 28"
February, 2025. In the management response, that
team has indicated that progress to date includes:

e The Steering Committee for Modernising the
Government’s Budget and Reporting Frame-
work (formerly Performance Budgeting and
Reporting Working Group) has held several
meetings so far this year (2022). Coming out
of these meetings, an RFP (for the Outline
Business Case) has been prepared and was
issued 31 May, 2022; and

e The Steering Committee plans to include all
recommendations made in the OAG’s reports.

By way of update, Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to note that, since the preparation of the management
response to this report, Phase 1 for the Modernisation
of Government’s Budgeting and Reporting Framework
has now started. EY Cayman has been selected after
a competitive bidding process to assist with the devel-
opment of a Business Case. With the change to Out-
come Budgeting and Reporting, the Ministry of Fi-
nance envisages that the budget documents will be
substantially more condensed than their current form
as has been recommended.

Mr. Speaker, | can say that | attended a meet-
ing Wednesday of this week, with my senior leader-
ship team, the Ministry of Finance and EY to take this
project forward.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the Finan-
cial Secretary, the Accountant General and their
teams for their work to progress these recommenda-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, the report entitled, ‘Improving
Financial Accountability & Transparency: Budgeting
(December 2020)’, also included a recommendation
for the Portfolio of the Civil Service (POCS) to develop
a pay strategy that sets out if and when pay rewards
will be given and, where appropriate, to factor this in-
formation into budget estimates. Mr. Speaker, from
the Management Response | note that the PoCS has
formulated pay proposals for 2022-2023, which are
informed by economic forecasts and are compliant
with CIG’s existing 2022-2023 approved global HR
Budget for the core Civil Service.

These pay proposals address consolidated
basic pay increases (e.g. Cost of Living Adjustments
and Pay Progression) and variable pay such as one-
off honorariums. The work to produce a two-year pay
proposal, will be replicated in 2023, in order to rec-
ommend pay proposals as part of the 2024 and 2025
budget process.

Additionally, the POCS Management Re-
sponse indicated that, as recommended, the Portfolio
plans to introduce Total Reward Statements for each
staff member that provides greater transparency of
the total value of working within the Civil Service, in-
cluding the monetary value of passive benefits such
as health insurance. We believe that is going to be of
great value to our teams.

Mr. Speaker, in this report there were also two
recommendations assigned to me, as Deputy Gover-
nor, and those were to discuss with the Parliament:

The introduction of a formal timetable of regu-

lar, scheduled meetings that includes dedicat-

ed time for scrutiny of original budgets and
changes to these as well; and

e Arrangements for ensuring that the Supple-
mentary Appropriations Bill is introduced in
the Parliament in a timely manner, and at the
latest within three months after the financial
year end as required by legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, by way of action, you will recall
that | forwarded these recommendations to the Hon-
ourable Premier and to you, the Honourable Speaker
of the House, for your attention and consideration, as
these matters fall under the remit of the independent
Parliament and not the Executive.

Mr. Speaker, while the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) is the office with responsibility for the
reporting on the implementation of these recommen-
dations, | believe it is important that | provide a brief
synopsis on the progress being made by the Civil
Service.

The Civil Service values these opportunities to
reflect and improve and will continue to work towards
the successful implementation of these recommenda-
tions in a timely manner.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
the OAG, the Public Accounts Committee, Chief Of-
ficers and their teams for their efforts in this regard.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Ministry of Tourism and Transport —
Annual report for the year ended
31 December 2021

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Tourism
and Transport.

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In accordance with section 44 (5) of the Public
Management and Finance Act (2020 Revision), it
gives me great pleasure to place before this honoura-
ble House the Annual Report and Audited Financial
Statements of the Ministry of Tourism and Transport
for the fiscal year ended 31t December, 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered. Is the Minister wishing to
speak?

Hon. Kenneth V. Bryan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Just for a
short moment.

Mr. Speaker, the Audited Financial State-
ments show that the total income for the year ended
31 December, 2021 was $28,995,000, while total ex-
penditure was $26,980,000. This resulted in a surplus
of $2,015,000. The Ministry had current assets of
$22,880,000 and non-current assets of $325,000. To-
tal assets amounted to $23,155,000 as at 31st De-
cember, 2021. Current liabilities of $20,910,000 reflect
the total liabilities for the Ministry. The Total Net Worth
was $2,245,000, which consist only of Contributed
Capital. There were no revaluation reserves or accu-
mulated surpluses for this financial year.

Mr. Speaker, this was an unqualified audit
opinion by the Auditor General, signed off on 29t
April, 2022. The Auditor General stated: “In my opin-
ion, the accompanying financial statements present
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the “Ministry” as at December 31, 2021 and its finan-

cial performance and its cash flows for the year ended
31 December, 2021 in accordance with International
Public Sector Accounting Standards.”

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry is pleased to have
received another unqualified opinion and is proud of
the continued hard work undertaken by my Ministry’s
team, led by the Chief Officer and the Chief Financial
Officer, to receive this opinion. So | take this oppor-
tunity to thank my Ministry’s staff and the Office of the
Auditor General for the work that has gone into pro-
ducing the Audited Financial Statements of the Minis-
try of Tourism and Transport for the fiscal year ended
31stDecember, 2021.

| now invite the Members of this honourable
House and the public to review the report in detail.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

2021 Annual Report - Portfolio of Legal Affairs -
Cayman Islands Government

The Speaker: The Honourable Attorney General:

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: |
thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | seek leave of this House to lay
on the table the Annual Report for the Portfolio of Le-
gal Affairs for the financial year ending December
2021.

The Speaker: So Ordered.
Is the Attorney general Speaking?

The Attorney General, Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: Mr.
Speaker, with your leave, only to say thanks to the
staff of the Portfolio of Legal Affairs, in particular:

e the Solicitor General and staff in the Depart-
ment/unit

o the Head of the Legislative Drafting and staff
there

e the Director of the Financial Reporting Author-
ity and staff

o the Director of the Law School and staff

e Head of the Law Revision Commission and
the staff;

e the head of the Law Reform Commission and
staff; and the Head of the Anti-Money Laun-
dering Unit and staff for their continuing hard
work, their dedication and their professional-
ism throughout the year, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you.
Water Authority Cayman - 2021 Annual Report

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Education,
District Administration and Lands.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly, Minister of
Education and District Administration and Lands,
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elected Member for Cayman Brac East: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the Table of this
honourable House, the annual report for the Water
Authority Cayman, 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister wishing to speak?

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: No, Mr.
Speaker, the report is self-explanatory; just to add my
sincere thanks to the excellent leadership of the Water
Authority and the great work that they do.

Ministry of Education - Cayman Islands
Government - 2021 Annual Report

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Education.

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
once again, Mr. Speaker.

| beg to lay on the Table of this honourable
House, the 2021 Annual Report for the Ministry of Ed-
ucation.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister going to speak to it?

Hon. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: No, Mr.
Speaker. When the opportunity next arise, | will be
making a detailed statement of all the wonderful
things that have been transpiring the Minister of Edu-
cation.

Annual Report 2021 — Investing in Our People for a
Brighter Future — Ministry of Planning, Agriculture,
Housing and Infrastructure

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Planning.

Hon. Johany S. Ebanks, Minister of Planning, Ag-
riculture, Housing and Infrastructure, Elected
Member for North Side: Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on
the Table of this honourable House, the annual report
for investing in our people for a brighter future - Minis-
try of Planning, Agriculture, Housing and Infrastruc-
ture.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. Johany S. Ebanks: Mr. Speaker, no, the re-
porter is self-explanatory.

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority —
Annual Report 2021

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Financial
Services Commerce.

Hon. André M. Ebanks, Minister of Financial Ser-
vices and Commerce and Investment, Innovation
and Social Development, elected Member for West
Bay South: Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the table of
this honourable House, the Cayman Islands Monetary
Authority Annual Report 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Only briefly, Mr. Speaker, to
thank the board, the Managing Director, Ms. Cindy
Scotland and her excellent staff for their hard work for
that financial year.

Cayman Islands Stock Exchange — Report for the
Fiscal Year Ending 31 December 2021

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Financial
Services and Commerce.

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
beg to lay on the Table of this honourable House, the
Cayman lIslands Stock Exchange Report for the fiscal
year ending 31 December, 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Only to again thank the
board, the CEO of the Stock Exchange, Mr. Marco
Archer and his wonderful staff for their work for that
fiscal year.

Civil Aviation Authority of the Cayman Islands -
Annual Report Fiscal Year Ended 31 December
2021 - Excellence & Innovation in
Aviation Regulation

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Financial
Services and Commerce.

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
beg to lay on the table of this honourable House, the
Civil Aviation Authority of the Cayman Islands and a
report for the fiscal year ended 31 December, 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Again, very briefly to thank
the Board of the Civil Aviation Authority, the Director
General, Mr. Richard Smith and the wonderful staff
and the work that they have done over the course of
the fiscal year.
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Cayman Maritime — Annual Report January-
December 2021 — Maritime Authority of the
Cayman Islands (MACI)

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Financial
Services and Commerce.

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| beg to lay on the table of this Honourable
House, the Cayman Islands Maritime Authority Annual
Report from January to December, 2021.
The Speaker: So ordered.

Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. André M. Ebanks: Again, Mr. Speaker, only
briefly, sir, to thank again, the Board and the staff led
by Joel Walton. In this case, | would like a special
mention for the outgoing chair, Ms. Sherice Arman,
who served on the board ably for six years and took
the Board and the Authority from strength to strength
with her intelligence, her knowledge of Maritime Law. |
just want to thank her and wish the incoming chair.
Mr. lan White, all the very best.

Cayman Islands Government — The Cayman lIs-
lands’ 2021 Census of Population and Housing
Report — July 2022

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Finance,
Deputy Premier.

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders, Deputy Premier,
Minister of Finance and Economic Development,
and Border Control and Labour, Elected Member
for Bodden Town West: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the table of this
honourable House, the Cayman Islands 2021 Census
of Population Housing Report — July 2022.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Very briefly, Mr.
Speaker, to thank the staff of the Economic and Sta-
tistics Office, the hundreds of volunteers who under-
took the census and the thousands of residents who
welcomed the census workers in their homes at a time
when were still dealing with the COVID pandemic.
Something | also want to highlight Mr. Speak-
er, is that while we had a separate press conference
and we have since put this information in the public
domain, we wanted to let the public know that the
government is actively looking at many different initia-
tives as a result of the census. Working closely with
the Ministry of Health, we are even looking at updates
to the Standard Health Insurance plan, because when
you look at the kind of disabilities that our Caymanian
people and people who call the Cayman Islands home

are facing, you realise that we definitely need to make
some changes to the overall health care plan.

It is also a good tool for us, in terms of finalis-
ing the terms of reference for the Minimum Wage
Committee, so much so that we are looking to appoint
the committee this month to start work. There’s much
valuable information in it and it's a good policy tool
that the government can use for information, so | want
to thank everyone.

Cayman Islands Government — The Cayman
Islands’ Annual Economic Report 2021 —
August 2022

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the table of this
honourable House, the Cayman Islands Annual Eco-
nomic Report 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Is the Minister going to speak?

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Very briefly, Mr.
Speaker, to thank the Ministry of Finance and the
team at Economic Statistics office. A separate press
release has already been done for this; it has already
been in the public domain for quite some time and |
encourage everyone to take a look at it.

Cayman Islands Government — The Cayman
Islands’ First Quarter Economic Report 2022 -
August 2022

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Finance
and Economic Development.

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to lay on the Table
of this honourable House, the Cayman Islands’ First
Quarter Economic Report 2022.

The Speaker: So ordered. Is the Minister speaking?

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Yes, Mr. Speaker,
briefly.

Mr. Speaker, the First Quarter (Q1) Economic
Report 2022 presents a snapshot of the state of the
domestic economy based on data for the first three
months of the year 2022, as collected by the Econom-
ics and Statistics Office. It also highlights key macroe-
conomic fundaments of advanced economies.

Mr. Speaker, the Q1 Economic Report 2022,
contains an overview sheet, which provides easy ref-
erence of the key economic developments during the
quarter. In my brief introduction today, | aim to present
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a summary of the global economic developments in
advanced economies for the first quarter of 2022,
compared to the same period in 2021. | will then pro-
ceed to summarise our domestic performance in the
first quarter.

Mr. Speaker, the Cayman Islands’ economic
outturn in the first quarter of 2022 was recorded
against the backdrop of rising economic activities in
most advanced economies except the United States,
which contracted in the quarter. The relatively slow
pace of growth in the period largely reflected rising
production costs amid relatively robust demand.

Canada's economy grew by an annualised
rate of 0.8 per cent, while the United Kingdom and the
euro area recorded growth of 0.8 per cent and 0.5 per
cent respectively. In contrast, the US economy con-
tracted on an annualised rate of 1.6 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, average inflation in the US and
the euro area averaged eight per cent and 6.1per cent
respectively, while the UK and Canada both recorded
average inflation of 5.8per cent for the quarter.

Rising consumer prices were due to a general
increase in the cost of all international commodity
groups and largely reflected heightened uncertainty as
Russia invaded Ukraine amidst existing supply chain
constraints. Of note, Mr. Speaker, Russia is one of the
world's largest suppliers of crude oil, while Ukraine is
a key supplier of grains and precious metals. Accord-
ing to the World Bank commodity price data sheet,
energy and food prices rose by 80 per cent and 24.7
per cent respectively during the quarter.

Turning to our domestic economy, Mr. Speak-
er, our country's economic output expanded in the first
quarter of the year, mainly due to a recovery in the
tourism and transportation sectors. The country's an-
nualised Gross Domestic Product at constant prices
expanded at an estimated rate of 3.8 per cent for the
first quarter of 2022, relative to a growth of 0.4 per
cent. In the first quarter of 2021.

The hotels and restaurants sector had an es-
timated growth of 27.8 per cent, while transport and
communication expanded by an estimated 14.3 per
cent. The other services sector also showed notable
expansion of 9.1 per cent, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | will present highlights of the
economic performance in the major sectors, followed
by developments in the fiscal accounts for the quarter.

Total money supply, consisting of currency in
circulation and bank deposits grew by 2 per cent to
reach Cl $8.6 billion in the quarter relative to the same
period of 2021. The expansion was due to respective
increases of 2.9 per cent and 1.7 per cent in Cl dollar
denominated money and foreign currency holdings by
residents, respectively. As the money supply in the
financial system increased, domestic credit extended
by local commercial banks rose by 8.5 per cent to
$3.8 billion, with credit to the private sector increasing
by 10.1 per cent.

Notably, Mr. Speaker, the central government
reduced its position in the credit market with loans to
the public sector declining by 15.2 per cent for the
quarter, relative to the same period in 2021.

The financial services indicator showed mixed
results for the quarter, with three increasing and three
declining. Stock exchange list increased by 13.5 per
cent, while mutual funds and insurance licence rose
by 4.6 per cent and 0.1 per cent respectively. Bank
interest licence fell by 17.4 per cent, while new com-
pany and new partnership registration declined by
14.5 per cent and 1.3 per cent respectively.

Mr. Speaker, the tourism sector began its re-
covery in the first quarter of the year with 41,007 stay-
over visitors relative to the 2085 in the first quarter of
2021; additionally, with the reopening of the Islands’
cruise port, which was closed throughout 2021, the
Cayman Islands received 16,879 cruise visitors in the
quarter.

In construction, the non-reoccurrence of two
large hotel projects led to a 59.4 per cent reduction in
building permits, while project approval rose by 39.3
per cent on account of a strong increase in residential
project approvals. Activities in the real estate sector
continued to rise, with the value of traded properties in
the quarter rising 37.7 per cent relative to the same
period in 2021.

In the utility sector, electricity demand rose by
3.9 per cent, while water demand increased by 5.2 per
cent.

At the end of March, 2022, the number of em-
ployees in the civil service increased by 1.3 per cent
to 4,433, while the number of work permits issued
rose by 17.8 per cent to 29,294.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in the first quarter of
2022, the central government’s total revenue grew by
10.6 per cent to reach $446.9 million relative to the
same period of 2021. This reflected increases in both
revenue from trade on international transactions and
domestic goods and services.

Similarly, Mr. Speaker, operating expenses
rose by 8.6 per cent to $219.7 million, while net in-
vestment in non-financial assets fell by 41.9 per cent
to $3.8 million, thus overall fiscal deficit—which is total
revenue less total expenditure—reached $215.9 mil-
lion in the quarter, compared to a surplus of $188.5
million in the same period of 2021.

Mr. Speaker, the First Quarter Economic Re-
port 2022 has been circulated to the general public
through the website of the Economics and Statistics
Office.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Cayman Islands Government — Unaudited Quarter-
ly Financial Report — Six-Month Period Ended 30
June 2022 — Core Government

The Speaker: The Minister of Finance and Economic
Development.
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Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay on the Table of this
Honourable House, the Unaudited Quarterly Financial
Report for the six month period ended 30th June,
2022.

The Speaker: So ordered.

Is the Minister speaking thereto?

Hon. Christopher S. Saunders: Just brief remarks
Mr. Speaker, first of all, to thank the staff of the Minis-
try of Finance for the fine work they have continued to
do led by the very able Kenneth Jefferson.

| also want to thank my colleagues in Cabinet,
my entire PACT Caucus, the Governor, the Deputy
Governor and everyone, in terms of where we are fi-
nancially Mr. Speaker, because, while at this point we
are still ahead of budget in terms of revenues, we are
also ahead of budget in terms of expenditure and the
overall impact or the negative impact of being over in
some areas has been negated by many hard-working
civil servants and public servants who, in essence,
have kept personnel, supplies and consumables costs
below budget.

| think around the end of June there were
about $30 million or thereabouts below budget and
that really helped us in terms of helping our people in
other areas because, as you may recall, we continued
the stipend payment past the first quarter budgeted,
due to the Omicron variant at the time. We didn't
budget for that originally, because we thought we'd
have reopened the economy in the first quarter, so we
basically ended up paying almost $20 million more in
stipend payments than were budgeted for, but that
was actually offset by savings in personnel costs,
supplies and consumables.

Equally, Mr. Speaker, we have actually spent
more money in terms of care not provided by the
HSA, normally referred to as NGS 55; and again,
while that was actually over budget, the impact was
negated by savings in personnel, supplies and con-
sumables. | want to [state] for the record, [that] alt-
hough those areas are overspent, we did have the
legal approval to do so whether by Finance Commit-
tee section 12, or by 11 (5) in our Cabinet.

| just want to say, Mr. Speaker, that this over-
spend is a result of us spending money on our people
in areas where it is well needed, which is what this
government is about: Being able to take care of our
people.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Health Services Authority Cayman Islands
Annual Report 2021 -
Staying resilient and forging ahead

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Health and
wellness.

Hon. Sabrina T Turner, Minister for Health and
Wellness: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | beg to lay before this
honourable House, the Annual Report and Audited
Financial Statements of the Cayman Islands’ Health
Services Authority for the 12 months ended 31st of
December, 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered. Is the Minister going to
speak?

Hon. Sabrina T Turner: Yes, | seek your indulgence.

Mr. Speaker, as we know, the Cayman Is-
lands Health Services Authority is a statutory body
established as an authority on the 1st of July, 2002
under the Health Services Authority’s Law. The pur-
pose of the authority is to provide health care services
and facilities in the Cayman Islands in accordance
with the National Health Policy and Strategic Plan that
is prepared by the Cayman Islands government,
which is one of the top priorities my Ministry will un-
dertake to revise during this term.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the achievements
of these 2021 results were under the stewardship of
the current PACT Government, and the magnitude of
our efforts and those of several individuals, during
what was an unprecedented period, demonstrates
what can be achieved with dedicated collaboration
and careful planning, in conjunction with a very strong
execution.

Mr. Speaker, due to the pandemic the authori-
ty was forced to acclimate to new routines and proce-
dures, although many sectors were put on hold and
some even came to a dramatic stop. The health sec-
tor was inundated and had to double-up their efforts to
respond to the great demand, and if anything, COVID-
19 definitely highlighted the strengths, gaps, and also
resilience of our communities and our healthcare sys-
tem.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, HSA provides pri-
mary and secondary care throughout their 127-bed
Cayman Islands Hospital. We have 18 beds at Faith
Hospital on Cayman Brac, and a host of community-
based services facilities such as:

— The Smith Road Centre;

— We have some at the Baytown Plaza
George Town facility centre;

— George Town General Practice Clinic;

— The West Bay Health Centre;

— Bodden Town Health Centre;

— East End Health Centre;

— North Side Health Centre;

— Public Health Department;

— Lion's Eye Clinic;

— George Town Dental Clinic;

— Merren’s Dental Clinic;

— Cayman Brac Dental Clinic; and

— Little Cayman Clinic.
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It's amazing how we have grown.

Mr. Speaker, before reviewing the audited fi-
nancial statements, | will outline and highlight the
2021 audited report.

There are five strategic priorities which guides
the Authority’s mission to provide the highest quality
of healthcare and improve the well-being of our peo-
ple in the Cayman Islands, through accessible, sus-
tainable, patient-focused services. It is my vision, Mr.
Speaker, that when you go to the Health Services Au-
thority, it is almost like an all-inclusive resort. That's
exactly what | expect, and how our patients and per-
sons seeking those services should be treated, and
that's why | refer to them as the ladies and gentlemen
of the Health Services Authority.

Strategic priority one is improved patient and
staff experience. In 2021, there was an expansion of
infrastructure with the addition of three new loca-
tions—these included the Smith Road Centre, Bay
Town Plaza and George Town Financial Centre. As a
result, patients were exposed to a broad range of out-
patient and diagnostic services in one building, which
eliminated the need for patients to move to multiple
location points.

Mr. Speaker, the Smith Road Centre has
many new features including redesigned waiting and
clinical rooms; a new staff lounge; improved clinical
workspace like the nursing station, and an advanced
environment of care to meet Joint Commission Inter-
national standards (JCI); furthermore, the introduction
of a well-needed transport shuttle for patients and
staff, as well as the non-emergent patient transport
service to support patients requiring wheelchair and
stretcher assistance.

The Authority has made other advancements,
Mr. Speaker, like the new ergonomic wheelchairs for
the accident and emergency department, along with
the expansion of the information desk within that de-
partment. Subsequently, a survey was conducted
which involved 21,439 patients and the results indi-
cated that 83.5 per cent gave the quality of care and
service a positive rating. Far too often we hear the
negative, but the results prove that the staff and ser-
vices being provided, based on this ranking was an
excellent score of nine out of 10.

Strategic priority number two is to expand the
HSA's clinical capabilities and optimise core services.

Mr. Speaker, a phased acquisition of the
Smith Road Centre began in 2018 and ended [at] the
end of 2021, thus the HSA now owns 80 per cent of
the 45,000-square feet complex. This investment
doubled the serving capacity of patients, [and] created
more space for the implementation of new services
such as complementary alternative medicine, sports
medicine, chiropractic and microbiology services. Ex-
isting services expanded significantly with the addition
of 39 clinical rooms, four rooms in the specialist clinic,
and seven rooms in cardiology. In fact, there was an

increase of ten rooms in the general practice and pri-
mary health care departments.

Strategic priority three is talent attraction and
retention, which is key. The HSA continues to be one
of the largest single employers in the Cayman Islands
with over 1000 employees, 57 per cent of whom are
Caymanians—and | am proud to deliver those results.
The work to implement the new HR information sys-
tem commenced back in 2021, [and] when the system
launches, it will provide complete electronic solutions
for Human Resources management of on-boarding
and retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | am also pleased to report that
the annual summer internship programme for 2021
was relaunched due to a one year hiatus caused by
COVID-19. It provided approximately 80 high school
and college students the opportunity to get hands-on
experience in a variety of departments within the med-
ical field. Furthermore, all senior and section manag-
ers completed an adjust-culture training course to al-
ter the work environment by applying accountability.

Likewise, 589 employees were recognized
with long-service awards for work anniversaries of five
years to 45-plus years spanning back as far as 2017
to 2021; and Mr. Speaker, a park and ride pilot pro-
gramme was also launched to provide staff a peaceful
commute, to and from work, to help reduce fuel, vehi-
cle maintenance and carbon emission. It's all about
sustainability.

Strategic priority four is to develop and ex-
pand current infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, last year the capital budget of $8
million was appropriated to fund approximately 35 crit-
ical infrastructure projects of varying scopes and
complexities, now the largest single investment since
the inception of the authority in 2002. Here we go:
PACT’s got their back. Four out of 35 approved pro-
jects will collectively result in annual cost savings of
approximately half a million dollars to the Health Ser-
vices Authority, with the recovery of investments in
less than 10 years—now, if that's not smart, | don't
know what is.

Some of the investments conducted were:

— The expansion of the mental health inpa-
tient unit by adding three rooms and
increasing the total number to 11;

— The acquisition of the first floor of the
Smith Road Centre for expansion of [the]
radiology, blood bank and microbiology
departments;

— Upgraded camera and alarm systems
across the campus; and

— Converted several spaces into negative
pressure environments for COVID 19-
positive patients

Strategic priority five Mr. Speaker, is leverage
technology to improve access to and the delivery of
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care. Now, information technology (IT) supported and
implemented multiple departments’ off-site relocation
and service expansions, including Faith Hospital with
over 200 PCs and 350 monitors. Far too often our Sis-
ter Islands feel that they're forgotten, but | am telling
you, works and improvements are in tow with making
sure that we are on equal footing over in the Sister
Islands.

Mr. Speaker, further implementation of the
new anti-spam software for e-mails, disaster recovery
backup system, firewalls, un-interruptible power sup-
ply (UPS) system upgrades, and over 129,000 in addi-
tional storage to increase space, speed, and zero
downtime. In short, Mr. Speaker, we want the public to
know that the HSA plays an indispensable role in our
community. What we cannot forget, is where we are
coming from.

The authority has increased its presence in
the community by providing education on diabetes,
hypertension, health, safety, hand-washing tech-
niques and smoking cessation.

The Public Health Department made great
strides during the COVID-19 pandemic and conse-
quently, the 2021 statistics indicated that there were
54,363 general practice visits in Grand Cayman; 4758
general practice visits in Cayman Brac; and 531 gen-
eral practice visits in Little Cayman.

They received 21,645 calls to the flu hotline
as well; despite the challenges brought on by COVID-
19, Mr. Speaker, the Health Services Authority se-
cured access to more than 9,750 doses of the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine at the beginning of 2021. Other
achievements included:

The establishment of the largest and most
successful testing infrastructure in the Caribbean,
through the roll-out of the national vaccination pro-
gramme, which resulted in the vaccination of over
58,000 people in the Cayman Islands—that is some-
thing to be proud of, and it is the reason our borders
are open safely today.

The six-bed respiratory care unit reactivated,
and another section of the hospital converted and
dedicated to the care of COVID-19 patients.

The third-dose booster programme was
launched with a new supply of Pfizer and AstraZeneca
vaccines. The Health Services Authority continues to
promote the programme and aims to increase the
booster uptake rates, and | will stress to the public: we
are rolling out a big campaign because booster is key
for coverage throughout.

Now Mr. Speaker, there are also many en-
hancements to the facilities in the Sister Islands,
which include the new proposed/purpose(?) built am-
bulance for Little Cayman. We have infrastructure up-
grades to meet to meet JCI requirements including:

— Replacement of ageing air conditioners;
— Their water system, as well as enhance-
ments to the medication rooms;

— relocation of female ward bed and updated
restrooms;

— Installation of three negative-pressure
rooms for the care of COVID-19 patients;
and

— The installation of new chairs for the inpa-
tient unit and emergency room and outpa-
tient waiting areas.

| am sure the people of the Sister Islands are
elated at this report. Additionally, significant invest-
ments were made in purchasing clinical equipment
including a colonoscopy machine, physiotherapy
equipment, fridge and freezer and an X-Ray imaging
system arriving later this year.

Mr. Speaker, | now invite honourable Mem-
bers of this House and members of the public to delve
into the 2021 HSA report. The Auditor General’s re-
port for the Audited Financial Statements of the 12-
months ending the 31st of December 2021, declared
that the Authority recorded a total revenue of
$169,073,757 from the government programme pa-
tient services fees and other sources. Additionally, the
total operating expenses was $161,011,245 and the
net income for the year was $8,062,512 million.

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General issued an
unqualified opinion on the HSA's Financial Statements
for the period ending December 2021—in other
words, the financial statements present fairly in all
material aspects. Furthermore, the financial position of
the authority, its financial performance and its cash
flow as of the 31st of December 2021, were in ac-
cordance with international financial reporting stand-
ards.

Mr. Speaker, we should expect no less from
any of our other statutory authorities. Despite the chal-
lenges they face, they should be applauded for
achieving another clean audit opinion on its 2021 fi-
nancial statement, and | am sure that you will agree
that we look forward to witnessing this upward trend.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would like to recog-
nise the authority for their achievements in 2021, and
publicly thank the board and management of the HSA
for their hard work and perseverance in producing this
report in the high standard required to receive an un-
qualified opinion. The health system is only as good
as the care it provides; every employee of the HSA
plays a role in doing so, and they have my sincere
gratitude.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the coop-
eration of our Caymanian community as we individual-
ly and collectively calibrated to the new circumstanc-
es. | wholeheartedly concur with our Premier who of-
ten notes, that our best days are yet to come and
community makes country.

Thank you.

[Desk thumping]
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National Trust Cayman Islands
Annual Report 2017 to 2018
Annual Report 2018 to 2019
Annual Report 2019 to 2020
Annual Report 2020 to 2021

The Speaker: The Honourable Premier—and yes,
Minister of all those, too.

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton, Minister for
Sustainability and Climate Resiliency: Thank you;
thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker. | rise to seek your permission to
lay on the Table of this honourable House the Annual
Reports for the periods 2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-
2020 and 2020-2021 for the National Trust of the
Cayman Islands.

The Speaker: So ordered. Is the Premier speaking
[thereto?]

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: Very briefly,
sir, to say that | commend the reading of the reports to
the public and, of course, my colleagues.

The reports reflect the good work of the
National Trust and | commend them for their efforts in
terms of maintaining our natural assets, particularly
the Blue Iguana Recovery Programme which they are
a significant part of; and of course they contribute sig-
nificantly, in terms of their land holdings, to the protec-
tion of lands for the country.

Thank you, sir.

The National Conservation Council
Cayman Islands
Annual Report 2020
Annual Report 2021

The Speaker: Honourable Premier.

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: Thank you
again, Mr. Speaker.

| rise to lay on the Table of this honourable
House the Annual Reports for the National Conserva-
tion Council dated 2020 and 2021.

The Speaker: So ordered. Is the Minister [speaking
thereto?]

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: Very briefly to
thank the members of the council for the hard work
that they put in. Again, | commend the reports to the
public and to colleagues to read; they reflect much
positive contribution to the protection and the mitiga-
tion of threats and risks to our natural environment to
achieve the right balance, which is critically important
for us. Thank you, sir.

The Speaker: That ends the business on the Order
Paper; before | call for the adjournment, | have been
given notice by the honourable Minister of Tourism
and Transport to make a short statement.

STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MEMBERS AND MINISTERS
OF THE CABINET

Hon. Kenneth V Bryan
On the passing of Ms. Janilee Clifford

Hon Kenneth V Bryan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| rise in this honourable House to pay tribute
to a true Caymanian icon. It saddens me today to
announce the passing of Ms. Janilee Clifford who is
known to most Members of this honourable House as
being one of Cayman’s iconic teachers—a woman
who has left her fingerprints on the development of
this country by her amazing ability to develop Cay-
manians, hundreds and hundreds of Caymanians,
through her teaching times.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Clifford passed away yes-
terday, and on behalf of all my colleagues in the
PACT Administration, and particularly that is of the
Honourable Premier, we send our greatest sympa-
thies and empathise with the family as they go
through this difficult time. She was truly a leader wor-
thy of many awards that sadly she may not be here to
be recognised, as | am certain her name shall be in
our history books more than it is already.

Mr. Speaker, it is also important that | high-
light the fact that not only is she my constituent; not
only is she an amazing teacher and developer of
Cayman as a nation, but also the mother of one of our
past colleagues, the honourable Charles Clifford,
Member of Cabinet so, on behalf of the PACT Admin-
istration, on behalf of the good people of George
Town Central where she resided, | pass on the great-
est sympathies to her family and loved ones, as they
go through this difficult time. She will not be forgotten.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The Chair can associate with the re-
marks made. | have known Ms. Janilee for many
years and know that she was a dedicated teacher and
a dedicated Presbyterian belonging to the United
Church. Over the years | knew her, she was a very,
very pleasant lady.

These are the people that have helped to put
Cayman straight and we call it Grand Cayman, and
we do have a grand country, but it wasn't just brought
up; we had good people that have worked over the
years to make us what we are and teachers have
been particularly in that group, as they worked for
barely anything, so we want to recognise and send
our sympathy to the family, and | will direct the Clerk
to send those on [our] behalf inclusive of the remarks
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made by the Honourable Minister of Tourism, seeing
that she was his constituent. May her soul rest in
peace.

Honourable Premier—before | do that.

There have been several people who have
made contributions to our country, who have passed
away since we last met here. | don't have all names,
but many of them have made their contributions and
we want to recognise and sympathise with their fami-
lies.

Indeed, | have one lady. She is family to
Cayman of course, but lived for years in Cuba and
came back to Cayman. Her family is well known in
West Bay, and in fact, her husband worked for years
with the Public Works Department when he came
back. We recognise that those people, particularly our
families from Isle of Pines, came at a time when we
didn't have mechanics, we didn’t have road engineers,
and they came and played those roles with their ex-
pertise and knowledge that they had gained in the Isle
of Pines. Her granddaughter has just gained employ-
ment with the Parliament, and so we want to send our
sympathy to all the family of Armando Ebanks, as
well.

The Honourable Premier.

ADJOURNMENT

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: Mr. Speaker,
thank you.

Mr. Speaker today has been an interesting
day, but we have certainly accomplished quite a bit;
before moving the motion, | want to acknowledge that
it is Older Persons Month and of course it is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month as well, and you will notice
that we are all wearing our bands and lapel pins
showing our support in that respect.

In terms of older persons, sir, | think we all re-
gard those older members of our society as the nation
builders that we should acknowledge and we should
honour, and tomorrow | will have the honour and privi-
lege of attending a birthday celebration for one of my
colleagues’, the Member for East End, constituents—
Mr. Frank Connolly. He will be 95 years old tomorrow,
sir, and I'm sure all of my colleagues will join me in
wishing him a Happy Birthday tomorrow.

Just to add [that] he's the father of—I think the
honourable Deputy Governor can confirm—perhaps
the longest-serving civil servant in the history of the
Cayman Islands government, Mrs. Anne Kirchman.

[Inaudible interjection]
The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: It is fifty years
or more, | think. | can't remember exactly what it is. He

is also the father of Mr.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: How much?
[Inaudible interjection]

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: He is also the
father of Mr. McFarlane Connolly, who chairs the Na-
tional Conservation Council, which reports | have just
submitted, so | want to wish him a Happy Birthday
from all Members of the Government as well, sir.

We also want to extend a belated Happy
Birthday to Miss Georgette Ebanks who | think was—

[Inaudible interjection]

The Premier, Hon. G. Wayne Panton: 95 as well.
Another iconic lady from George Town. In fact, | spe-
cifically remember that she was one of the signatories
on the petition to demand the right to vote for women.

With that Mr. Speaker, | will move the motion
for the adjournment of this Honourable House until 10
a.m. on Monday morning.

The Speaker: Your mention of those elderly persons
are well taken and recorded, and we all know both of
them, the oldest ones that you mentioned.

Mr. Frank Connolly is well known in tourism.
The role he played in tourism over the years; | re-
member calls from him, things he said to me as the
Minister of Tourism over the years, good ideas.
Knowledgeable about Cayman, knowledgeable about
our culture and our heritage, and was proud of it; and
of course, Ms. Georgette in her own way, who worked
in the government’s Post Office department for years
as well.

Today leaves me 54 more days to be in this
chair; that will probably be like 54 more years.

The question is that this honourable House do
stand adjourned until 10 am on Monday morning next.
All in favour, please say, Aye. Those against, no.

AYES.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. This house stands
adjourned until 10am on Monday next.

At 4:35pm, the House stood adjourned until 10am
Monday, October 10, 2022.
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