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That is what sustainability means to me.
It's more than an abstract concept - it's a
contract between our generation and
the children of tomorrow. 

 Hon. G. Wayne Panton, JP, MP

Foreword
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Premier | Minister for Sustainability
& Climate Resiliency



The Ministry of Sustainability & Climate Resiliency was
established in 2021 as part of the PACT Government's
efforts to ensure the continued sustainable
development of the Cayman Islands.

The definition of sustainable development my
administration ascribes to is similar to that outlined
in the 1987 Bruntland Commission Report:
“development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.”

This definition includes the important concepts of
needs and limitations, but also introduced the idea
that we have a collective responsibility to the
generations who will follow ours. 

That is what sustainability means to me. It’s more
than an abstract concept – it’s a contract between
our generation and the children of tomorrow.

The PACT government is committed to taking a
sustainable approach to the social, environmental,
and economic development of our Islands,
ensuring a peaceful, prosperous future for the
generations of Caymanians to come.

As this report demonstrates, the staff of the
Ministry, the Cayman Islands National Weather
Service, the Department of Environment and
Hazard Management Cayman Islands have been
working diligently over the past year to advance
national opportunities for sustainable development.

Key highlights from my perspective as Minister of
Sustainability & Climate Resiliency include the
successful completion of the Cayman Islands Climate
Change Risk Assessment, the achievement of two
grants  from the Resilience, Sustainable Energy and
Marine Biodiversity Programme (RESEMBID) totalling
more than €1.2 million to improve energy efficiency in
public sector buildings and National Housing
Development Trust homes, and the commencement
of the five-year review of the Cayman Islands
National Energy Policy.

I am also proud of the positive, community
development impact the Ministry has had over the
course of its first full year of operations through the
National Tree Planting Programme, sponsorships of
environmental youth leaders and non-profit
organisations, and the provision of emergency
hurricane supplies to members of our community in
need. Sustainability is about balancing people, planet
and prosperity and the Ministry is truly leading by
example in this regard.

In closing, I would like to thank all of the Ministry team
members, including the leadership and staff of each
department, for your hard work and dedication
towards our mission - cultivating a lasting legacy of
sustainability in the Cayman Islands.
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As Chief Officer, I am pleased to present the second
annual report for the Ministry of Sustainability &
Climate Resiliency.  This report outlines our Ministry's  
important work that was initiated and completed in
our first full year of operations,  including the on-the-
ground efforts of our departments – the Cayman
Islands National Weather Service, Department of
Environment, and Hazard Management Cayman
Islands.
 

The Ministry of Sustainability & Climate Resiliency was
formally established following the 2021 elections by
the Cabinet of the Cayman Islands Government to
prepare our country for the complex risks and realities
of climate change and meet the needs of the present
without compromising future generations through a
balanced approach to environmental stewardship,
social development and economic growth.
 

Over the past 12 months, the Ministry and  our
Departments have been working diligently to
advance the strategic goals and objectives aligned
with our mission under the 2022-2024 Strategic
Policy Statement. Thanks to the hard work of the
Ministry team members, including all the staff in
each department and unit, we have achieved
several important milestones across our policy
focus areas of environment, resilience and energy.

Throughout    the    year,    the    Ministry    and    our

departments have continued to demonstrate a
commitment to breaking down silos, supporting
Government-wide human resource transformations,
and building capacity through learning and
development.

This year was not without its climate-related
challenges - such as the largescale Sargassum
stranding in the North Sound -  which have required
multi-agency collaboration and innovative thinking to
address. Without a national strategy for climate
adaptation and mitigation, these issues are expected
to increase.

At the heart of our dedication to building a lasting
legacy of sustainability in the Cayman Islands is our
mission as a world-class civil service: 'Making the lives
of those we serve better'. We know that unsustainable
development and climate change are risks, not just to
our physical environment, but to the lives and
livelihoods of current and future generations.
Achieving a balance between our environment,
economy and society is essential to ensuring we can
maximise the benefits of sustainable development to
benefit our people both now and in the future.

As you explore our 2022 Annual Report, I hope you will
see this dedication to people-driven, future-focused
policy work evident throughout our Ministry's
achievements.
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Chief Officer | Ministry of Sustainability
& Climate Resiliency

Cultivating a lasting
legacy of sustainability in
the Cayman Islands.
Jennifer M. Ahearn, AICP, JP

Introduction



"Sustainability means we are
ensuring a peaceful, prosperous

future for the generations of
Caymanians to come."
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Our Role & Purpose

Address the existential threats posed by
climate change through an updated
national Climate Change Policy and
Implementation Plan.

Maintain and enhance the ecosystem
services provided by our unique natural
environments.

Following the General Elections held in April 2021, the newly formed PACT Government created a new Ministry of
Sustainability and Climate Resiliency (the “Ministry”) under the leadership of the Premier, Honourable G. Wayne Panton.
The Ministry's mission is to cultivate a lasting legacy of sustainability in the Cayman Islands by achieving environmental,
social, and economic balance, with a view to maximising benefits across all three areas of this triple bottom line to make
the lives of current and future generations better. 

Departments and sections under the Ministry include Policy
and Administration, the Department of Environment, Hazard
Management Cayman Islands, and National Weather Service.
Additionally, the National Trust for the Cayman Islands is an
NGO under the Ministry.

Strategic Objectives

About Us
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Support the transition to renewable energy
through the National Energy Policy and
programmes designed to save energy and
reduce cost of living.

Facilitate the implementation of the
Cayman Islands Government’s National
Solid Waste Management Strategy
through the ‘ReGen, Cayman’s Energy &
Recycling Centre’ project.

Ensure our Islands are prepared to
proactively respond to disasters and
emergencies in order to preserve lives and
livelihoods.

Facilitate the development of a framework
to enable holistic, balanced decision-
making across the three pillars of
sustainable development.



The Ministry is responsible for the strategic
development of programmes and policies to
ensure the Cayman Islands is best placed to solve
current challenges and meet present needs without
compromising future generations.
 

Concentrating on strategic projects, programmes
and policies, the Ministry's goal is to build capacity
to anticipate climate risks and hazards, absorb
shocks and stresses, reshape and transform
development pathways, and conserve
environmental systems to preserve strategically
important ecosystem services for the benefit of
present and future generations.

The Ministry provides strategic and policy direction,
advice, funding and governance support for
environmental protection and enhancement, health
and safety measures in preserving the Cayman
Islands environment for future generations. 

The following laws and policies govern the activities of
the Ministry:

The National Conservation Act, 2013

The Endangered Species (Trade and Transport)
Act

National Weather Service Act, 2010

The Disaster Preparedness and Hazard
Management Act (2019 Amendment)

The National Energy Policy (2017 – 2037)

Preparation of submissions to Caucus and Cabinet
for decisions and/or presentations;

Preparation and dissemination of correspondence
on behalf of the Ministry and Minister;

Processing of new, or Amendments to, Acts or
Regulations

Issuance of Coastal Works Permits;

Issuance of Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) Permits.

Governance

Core functions

What We Do
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Profiles

Our Departments 
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The mission of the Department of Environment (DoE) is to facilitate responsible management and sustainable use of the
natural environment and natural resources of the Cayman Islands; through environmental protection and conservation,
wise use, scientific research, and public education.

The DoE is the leading Government agency responsible for the management and conservation of the environment and
natural resources. The DoE works to facilitate responsible management and sustainable use of the natural environment
and resources of the Cayman Islands through various environmental protection and conservation programmes.

Hazard Management Cayman Islands (HMCI) has overall responsibility for the national Comprehensive Disaster
Management programme, including preparedness, response, mitigation, and recovery. HMCI is also responsible for
maintaining the National Hazard Management plans for threats such as hurricanes and earthquakes. 

HMCI is responsible for the National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), which is activated to direct and coordinate
the response to national threats.

The Disaster Preparedness and Management Act (2019 Amendment) is the primary guiding legislation establishing
Hazard Management Cayman Islands and outlining the responsibilities for the comprehensive management of disasters
that may befall the Cayman Islands.

The membership of the National Conservation Council is established in Schedule 2 to the National Conservation Act,
2013, and consists of five statutory voting members, representing the Departments of Environment, Planning, and
Agriculture, in addition to a voting member representing the National Trust for the Cayman Islands; and eight voting
members appointed by the Cabinet, of which at least four must have relevant scientific or technical expertise. Council
members serve two- year terms; the current Council were appointed in 2021 until 2023.

The Meteorological Office was established in the early 1980s under the Civil Aviation Authority, responsible for
monitoring meteorological events and the provision of meteorological information. The Meteorological Office was
officially recognised as the Cayman Islands National Weather Service (CINWS) on 01 June 2010. The National Weather
Service Act, 2010 governs the operations of the NWS.

The staff currently operates a service for 17 hours daily with a 24-hour service envisaged for the future. The service’s
operation includes an Upper-Air Station, Surface Weather Observations, Climatology, forecasting, and Aviation weather
briefing.

Department of Environment

Hazard Management  Cayman Islands

Cayman Islands National Weather Service

National Conservation Council



Hon. G. Wayne Panton, JP, MP 
Premier and Minister for Sustainability 
& Climate Resiliency 

Jennifer Ahearn,  AICP, JP
Chief Officer 

Troy Jacob
Acting Deputy Chief Officer

Danielle Coleman
Director, HMCI

Gina Ebanks-Petrie
Director, DoE

John Tibbetts
Director General, CINWS 

We believe that our staff expertise is key to our future
success. This year, the Ministry's team grew by four  
full-time staff members and the Ministry took on its first
summer work experience students.

Our People

Ministry Leadership Department Leadership
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The Ministry remains committed to supporting change
initiatives within the broader Civil Service and breaking
down silos across the Cayman Islands Government to
better serve the people of the Cayman Islands.



Summary

Key Achievements
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Highlights of Key Achievements 

Number of Coastal Works Permits approved: 14

Launched the Jubilee Tree Planting Project in January 2022.

Number of CITES Permits issued: 28

Commenced the five-year review of the National Energy Policy.

Obtained two grants from the Resilience, Sustainable Energy and
Marine Biodiversity Programme (RESEMBID).

Completed the Cayman Islands Climate Change Risk Assessment
2022.

Protected an additional 871 acres under the National Conservation
Act, enhancing terrestrial protected areas across all three islands.

Launched the National Emergency Notification System (NENS), that
allows direct communication with all subscribed users in the Cayman
Islands in the event of a national emergency or disaster.

Meagre Bay Pond Management Plan approved by Cabinet.

More than 40,000 corals treated for Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease.

Hosted 63rd Caribbean Meteorological Council in the Cayman
Islands, including visiting meteorological professionals from around
the region.

Alien Invasive Species Regulations approved and gazetted.

Completed Turtle Friendly Lighting retrofits for six properties,
including Government House.

Provided emergency support through Hurricane Ian.

Completed repairs to the Kearney Gomez Doppler Radar and dome.

Hosted a panel discussion on invasive species management as part of the
Island Innovation 2022 Virtual Island Summit.



Launched the National Emergency Notification
System (NENS), that allows direct communication
with all subscribed users in the Cayman Islands in
the event of a national emergency or disaster.
Increased shelter capacity.
Flood Sensor Network Pilot Project commenced.
Recruited Business Continuity Officer and
Preparedness and Planning Officer.
Commenced preliminary review of HMCI legislation.
Emergency support through Hurricane Ian.

Protected an additional 871 acres of terrestrial
habitats across all three islands. 
Reviewed 89 new nominations for protected
areas and provided a recommendation to the
National Conservation Council for acquisition and
protection.
Alien Invasive Species Regulations approved and
gazetted.
Continued to address alien species threats within
the Sister Islands through Darwin grant with Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds partners.
Completed flood risk modelling and training in
partnership with the Joint Nature Conservation
Council (JNCC).
Continued the Green Iguana Culling Project; a total
of 85,848 iguanas were culled in 2022.
Meagre Bay Pond Management Plan approved by
Cabinet.
Species Conservation Plans for  critically
endangered, rare plants Verbesina caymanensis
and Aegiphila caymanensis approved by Cabinet.
Celebrated 20 years of the Grouper Moon Project;
approximately 5,000 groupers counted at the Little
Cayman spawning site.
The Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease response
team of DOE staff and interns treated over 40,000
corals during the year and organised a public
education event (Coral Fest) in August.
Commenced the Darwin Grant-funded Cayman
Deep 'See' Project with partners Marine
Conservation International and Beneath the Waves.
Project aims to better document the deep-sea
resources of the Cayman Islands at depths between
50 – 200 metres (165-6500 feet).
The DoE team reviewed 603 Planning applications,
21 Coastal Works applications and 37 other section
41 consultations. 
DoE staff and volunteers recorded a record number
of total nests in 2022, with a total of 858 nests.
Completed Turtle Friendly Lighting retrofits for six
properties.
Wildlife Interaction Zone Fee Waiver approved by
Cabinet in March 2022.

Continued site plan re-configuration for the
National Weather Service Headquarters in
collaboration with the Royal Cayman Islands
Police Service.
Developed 'on-call' schedule for CINWS staff.
Completed repairs to the Kearney Gomez
Doppler Radar and dome.
Hosted 63rd Caribbean Meteorological Council in
the Cayman Islands, including visiting
meteorological professionals from around the
region.

Department of Environment Hazard Management Cayman Islands 

National Weather Service
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Ministry Key
Achievements
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In 2022, the Ministry expanded its staff compliment and
made significant progress on projects related to
sustainable energy, climate resiliency, protecting the
Cayman Islands’ unique terrestrial and marine
environments, and building capacity for proactive
disaster and emergency preparedness.

Key highlights from the Ministry’s first full year of
operations include: 

Ministry Core Team
Key achievements 2022
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Climate Change Risk Assessment
In May 2022, the Ministry hosted a technical stakeholder
workshop, a community townhall meeting and a public
knowledge, attitudes and practices (KAP) survey as part
of the Climate Change Risk Assessment for the Cayman
Islands. Over the course of the two-day,  technical
workshop, approximately 60 stakeholders representing
public sector, non-governmental agencies and
academia reviewed, scored and ranked the draft risk
register based on magnitude, proximity and confidence
of available scientific data. 

The public survey received more than 1,000 responses
before it closed, confirming a high level of awareness
and concern about climate change in the Cayman
Islands community. Most local residents consider
climate change ‘very’ or ‘extremely important’ to them
personally, and are ‘very’ or ‘extremely concerned’ that
climate change will impact them in their lifetimes.

The final evidence report, expected to be released in
early 2023, will inform the development of an updated
national Climate Change Policy.

RESEMBID Grants for Energy Efficiency
In June 2022, the Ministry received two grants totalling
more than €1.2 million to improve energy efficiency in
public sector buildings and Government-built affordable
homes from the Resilience, Sustainable Energy and
Marine Biodiversity Programme (RESEMBID).

RESEMBID, funded by the European Union and
implemented  by  Expertise  France  -  the  development

cooperation agency of the Government of France -
supports sustainable human development efforts in 12
Caribbean Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) -
Aruba, Anguilla, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, the
Cayman Islands, Curaçao, Montserrat, Saba, Sint
Eustatius, Saint Barthelemy, Sint Maarten and Turks and
Caicos.

The Cayman Islands Energy Efficiency Programme aims
to improve energy efficiency and facilitate retrofits for
both existing public sector buildings and National
Housing Development Trust (NHDT) homes to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and provide cost savings for
homeowners and the Cayman Islands Government.

National Energy Policy Five-Year Review
In collaboration with the Energy Policy Council, the
Ministry is leading a five-year review of the National
Energy Policy and Implementation Plan. Working
alongside a consulting agency, the five-year review will
review and assess the current Policy, review global best
practices, evaluate existing targets, make
recommendations for capacity building, and undertake
stakeholder engagement and public consultation.
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Jubilee Tree Planting Programme Launched
In February 2022, the Ministry launched an ambitious
national tree planting project to create a living legacy
that honours The Queen’s leadership and benefits
future generations. The programme's goal is to plant 70
native or endemic and fruit trees, including 70
Mahogany trees, in each constituency across all three
islands. Trees planted over the course of the year are
registered on a digital map for posterity. Following The
Queen's passing, the tree planting programme shifted
focus to plant trees in memory of Her Late Majesty. 

In September 2022, Rotary Central Cayman Islands
donated funds to facilitate the purchase of native,
endemic and fruit trees for donations to constituencies,
schools and non-profit organisations across Grand
Cayman. 

As part of this programme, the Ministry planted trees at
the National Trust for the Cayman Islands headquarters
and at the Mastic Trail in partnership with the National
Trust, Rotary Central Cayman Islands, and the Cayman
Islands Garden Club and Cayman Islands Regiment.

Climate Change Policy Development Begins
In parallel with the Cayman Islands Climate Risk
Assessment, a technical working group spearheaded
by the Ministry is progressing a parallel workplan for
updating the 2011 Draft Climate Change Policy, working
closely with the Climate Change Risk Assessment
stakeholder group.

Cabinet Approves Protection Plans
In 2022, the Cayman Islands Cabinet approved a
Protected Area Management Plan for Meagre Bay
Pond in Grand Cayman, a Species Conservation Plan
for the critically endangered Sybil’s Crownbeard
(Verbesina caymanensis) plant found only in Cayman
Brac, and a Species Conservation Plan for the critically
endangered Aegiphila caymanensis plant, found only in
Grand Cayman.

Duty Waived for Energy Efficiency Products
In November 2022, the Government approved duty
waivers on several energy efficient devices and building
materials, including: spray polyurethane foam insulation,
polyurethane foam sheets, low e-film for windows,
smart thermostats and smart home energy monitors.

Stakeholders Reengaged for Plastics Ban
In 2022, the Ministry conducted targeted engagement
with private and public sector representatives to
progress efforts to prohibit the importation of certain
single-use plastic products into the Cayman Islands.
The Ministry will provide an updated recommendation
for Cabinet's consideration and approval based on
these discussions.

BY THE NUMBERS:
Ministry Communications

Ministry LinkedIn page launched in February 2022.
604 followers at 31 December 2022.

Ministry Facebook page launched in February 2022.
142 followers at 31 December 2022; Reach 3,289.

National Energy Policy Facebook page: 650 followers
at 31 December 2022; Reach 4,607.

National Energy Policy Instagram page: 700 followers at
31 December 2022; Reach 639.

National Tree Planting Facebook
page launched in January 2022.
205 followers at 31 December
2022; Reach 21,301.

National Tree Planting Instagram
page launched in January 2022.
241 followers at 31 December
2022; Reach 1,558.

The Ministry published 36 press releases in 2022.



Sargassum Stranding Sparks Innovative Response
In response to an unusual stranding event which affected the North Sound in Grand Cayman in August 2022,
the Cayman Islands Government trialed an initiative to pump the Sargassum out of the water and transport the
seaweed to the George Town Landfill. The trial removed more than 2,880 square feet of seaweed before it
became too degraded, and the teams on the ground learned a lot about the parameters for success using this
method. Whether this methodology is used again will depend on the unique circumstances of the incident, and
the potential impacts on the Cayman Islands natural environment, communities and tourism product.
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In November 2022, the Ministry collaborated with the National Trust
for the Cayman Islands to donate and plant 50 native and endemic
trees at the southern trailhead of the historic Mastic Trail. Volunteers
from Rotary Central Cayman Islands and the Cayman Islands
Regiment also assisted in the tree planting.

In May 2022, the Cayman Islands hosted Assistant Director with the
International Monetary Fund and co-founder of Rebalance Earth Dr.
Ralph Chami for a week-long visit. During his visit, Dr. Chami explored
highlights of the Cayman Islands’ marine and terrestrial environments,
met with members of Cabinet and parliamentary secretaries,
presented to local students at a special youth-focused event, and
presented on nature-based markets at a luncheon for local business
and community leaders.

The Ministry sponsored local youth leader Gabriella Watson to
participate in Camp 2030; UNITE 2030’s global, in-person convening,
which unites the world’s top young changemakers to solve the
world’s most pressing challenges using the framework of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Founded in 2016, UNITE
2030 is a registered non-profit organisation that aims to empower the
next generation of young leaders to end poverty, inequality, injustice,
and climate change by the year 2030. Every year, UNITE 2030 equips
the world's top young leaders by building community, building
capacity, and building partnerships.

To help Grand Cayman residents prepare for Hurricane Ian in
September 2022, the Ministry facilitated the urgent procurement of
emergency supplies for distribution to vulnerable members of the
local community.

In June 2022, the Ministry unveiled a new, solar-powered EnGo
Planet bench in George Town. In partnership with the George Town
Revitalisation project and SALT Technology Group, the bench
harnesses the power of the sun to provide free wifi and cell phone
charging. The bench is now part of the renovated Cardinall Avenue.

The Ministry hosted a World Café style event to bring together key
local stakeholders to identify opportunities for accelerating
environment, social and economic sustainability across the Cayman
Islands. The half-day event was facilitated by a group of visiting
professors from the University of Saskatchewan and University of
Regina in Canada.

Community Development Highlights
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Hazard Management
Cayman Islands 
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Hazard Management
Cayman Islands

Key Achievements 2022
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In 2022, the Hazard Management Cayman Islands
(HMCI) progressed several key initiatives to ensure the
Cayman Islands are better prepared for all hazards.

Key highlights include: 

National Emergency Notification System
In March 2022, the Cayman Islands Government
launched the National Emergency Notification System
(NENS) mobile app. The NENS app allows direct
communication with all subscribed users in the Cayman
Islands in the event of a national emergency or disaster.

Developed by Hazard Management Cayman Islands
(HMCI) in collaboration with key local and regional
stakeholders, NENS is a free mobile application that
delivers emergency alerts directly to subscribers by
email or SMS text. Residents and visitors can download
the free app on their phones by going to nens.gov.ky.

The first test case for NENS took place as part of
CARIBE WAVE, a regional exercise to develop and
improve emergency responses to a simulated tsunami
event. 

The Cayman Islands was one of several Caribbean
countries that took part in the 2022 exercise, which is
coordinated by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC) of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA).

CERT Training Continues
Two separate Community Emergency Response Team
training sessions were provided in May and August, and
resulted in an additional 47 volunteers being added to
the CERT programme. There are currently 7 active
CERTs established in the Cayman Islands.

Flood Sensor Network Pilot Project
In 2022, HMCI launched the Internet of Things (IoT)
flood sensor project to help provide improved insight
into the flood threat which is critical in the context of
climate change and rising seas in our low-lying Islands.
The  IoT local sensor network will consist of water level
detectors and rain gauges transmitting data to cloud
servers. Using predetermined alarm thresholds, low-
cost software will automatically recognise the threat of
flooding which will then be used to notify the public of
potential flooding ahead of time.

Hurricane Preparedness and Response
Average tropical cyclone activity was recorded in 2022:  
There were 14 named storms, with eight becoming
hurricanes and two developing into major hurricanes.
The Cayman Islands National Emergency Operations
Centre (NEOC) was activated for two tropical cyclone
threats in 2022.

In September 2022, Hurricane Ian passed the Cayman
Islands as a Category 1 Hurricane. The Cayman Islands
experienced no loss of life and only minor damage was
recorded to a few coastal properties from storm driven
waves. 

Ian maintained its major hurricane status while crossing
Cuba and further strengthened to a very intense and
powerful Category 4 Hurricane. Hurricane Ian made
landfall in Florida as a Category 4 Hurricane causing the
deaths of 146 people in the state and resulting in power
outages for 2.4 million people. 

Towards the end of October, the NEOC was activated
and a Tropical Storm Watch was issued for the
Cayman Islands. A southerly shift in the forecast path of
the storm decreased the risk to the Cayman Islands and
the All Clear was issued on 31 October.
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Capacity Building for HAZMAT Response
In 2022, HMCI began the process of setting up a multi-
sectorial Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Technical
Working Group (HMTWG) to develop a system wide
approach to ensure the safe importation, transportation,
storage, use and disposal of HAZMAT related
substances; as well as the development of emergency
procedures and emergency response protocols for
HAZMAT related incidents.

HMCI commissioned a specialist HAZMAT Assessment
Team who primarily deliver training on behalf of the UK
National Chemical Emergency Centre, to visit the
Cayman Islands to carry out an assessment of our
current capability to respond safely to HAZMAT related
emergency incidents and develop a HAZMAT First
Responders Course for delivery to emergency first
responders in the first quarter of 2023.

Integrating the Private Sector in Disaster
Management
In November 2022, HMCI participated in the “Integrating
Private Sector on Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems'
Governance and Actions” Conference in Grenada. The
conference was sponsored by the Regional Office for
the Americas and the Caribbean of the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and the
network of Caribbean Chambers of Commerce
(CARICHAM).

At the conference, HMCI representative Simon Boxall
shared how the Cayman Islands has benefited greatly
from the involvement of the private sector in activations
and this was especially apparent during the pandemic,
through the input of the Economic Continuity
Emergency Support Team (EST) in the daily meetings of
the NEOC which was stood up for over one hundred
days during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tactical Command Development Training
In 2022, HMCI partnered with UK based Acton Chase
Associate to provide Tactical Command training to
improve the overall knowledge, skills and ability of
NEOC Cluster Leaders and their Deputies. 

The course is part of a plan to transition the Cayman
Islands National Response mechanism from its current
structure, to one that incorporates UK Concept of
Operations and Joint Emergency Services
Interoperability Principles (JESIP) methodology. Topics
covered include the role of Tactical Commanders,
Command and Control mechanisms and leadership
decision making.

Caribbean Community Risk Information Tool  
Workshop
In November 2022, HMCI attended the Caribbean
Community Risk Information Tool (CCRIT) Workshop in
Trinidad, which was organized by the Caribbean
Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA).
The focus of the workshop was to explore the benefits
of Geospatial Information Systems to accurately map
Qualitative Community based data. 

Working With Vulnerable Groups
Over the course of 2022, HMCI held 12 meetings with
the Older Person's Council and Disabilities Council, Red
Cross, Department of Children and Family Services,
Health Services Authority (EMS and Mental Health) in an
effort to advance the support and intervention
mechanisms to assist the elderly and persons with
disabilities in disasters and serious hazard threats. 

Presentations were made to the East End and North
Side elderly community groups and with their feedback,
a draft Hazard Awareness and Preparedness Guide for
the Elderly was produced towards the end of 2022.
Over the course of the year, 100+ Medic Alert Kits were
also distributed to seniors.



Cayman Islands 
National Weather Service
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Cayman Islands National
Weather Service (CINWS)

Key achievements 2022
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With several severe weather systems occurring during
2022, CINWS again demonstrated the importance of
weather forecasting, early warning systems, and
adequate research.

Key highlights include: 

Weather Observing & Forecasting
The CINWS continued to monitor and report of
meteorological conditions taken from the Owen
Roberts and Charles Kirkconnell International Airports
and the use of automatic weather stations and rain
gauges around the Cayman Islands. This includes the
production and issuing of meteorological forecasts for
the Cayman area.

Radar and Dome Repaired
The Kearney Gomez Doppler Radar was restored to full
working order following repairs conducted by a visiting
expert from LEONARDO Germany in July 2022. Repairs
were also completed to the radar dome in September
2022.

The weather radar went offline in October 2021 due to
issues with the back-up generator, damage to the dome
resulting from Tropical Storm Grace, and a failed radar
part.

New Weather Headquarters in Progress
In 2022, CINWS continued efforts to reconfigure the site
plan for the planned Cayman Islands National Weather
Service Operation and Research Centre in collaboration
with the Royal Cayman Islands Police Service. 

The planned headquarters will ensure CINWS staff have
the working conditions and equipment necessary to
continue to provide timely, accurate forecasts,
advisories and warnings for the country.

63rd Caribbean Meteorological Council 
The 63rd Session of the Caribbean Meteorological
Council (CMC63) was hosted by the Cayman Islands
Government between 24-25 November 2022 in Grand
Cayman.

The 63rd Council focused on enhancing the capability
of CMO Member States to deliver authoritative,
accessible, user-oriented information and services and
to ensure a sustainable observation network to
underpin those services. 

Delegates to the Session included Ministers,
Permanent Secretaries, and Directors with
responsibility for meteorology, CARICOM Secretariat,
Météo-France, Caribbean Disaster and Emergency
Management Agency (CDEMA), The University of the
West Indies, the Caribbean Development Bank, and
senior representatives from global agencies such as
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the
World Bank, and other important stakeholders.

On-Call Schedule Developed
In 2022, CINWS developed an on-call schedule for staff
to better facilitate the provision of 24-hour weather
monitoring and forecasting - services of particular
importance during severe weather events.

AWOS Business Case Development
In 2022, CINWS continued efforts to progress a
business case for expanding the Automatic Weather
Observation System (AWOS) and marine buoys. The  
AWOS and weather buoys provide important
meteorological and maritime data. Once complete, the
network will include stations in Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman, as well as all districts of Grand Cayman.
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Key Achievements 2022
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In 2022, the Department of Environment (DoE)
progressed several programmes, projects and
initiatives to facilitate the responsible management and
sustainable use of the natural environment and the
natural resources of the Cayman Islands. 

Key highlights include: 

More Terrestrial Protections Established
An additional 871 acres of ecologically and culturally
significant habitats across all three islands were
approved for protection under the National
Conservation  Act in 2022. 

The DoE also reviewed and evaluated 89 new
nominations for protected areas, and provided a
recommendation to the National Conservation Council
on Crown-owned parcels to designate protected and
private-owned parcels to purchase and protect.

BY THE NUMBERS: National Conservation Act Section 41 Consultations

661 
APPLICATIONS

In 2022, the DoE reviewed a total of 661 development
applications, including 603 Planning Applications, 21
Coastal Works Applications and 37 other Section 41
Consultations.

2 
ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED

Alien Species Regulations Gazetted
In December 2022, the (Alien Species) Regulations 2022
were came into effect under the National Conservation
Act. The new regulations introduce a prohibited species
list, outline the distinctions between domestic and feral
animals, and further define the procedures and
allowable actions to control feral animals and other alien
species to reduce the threat to our native and endemic
plants and animals.

Sister Islands Biosecurity Project
A three-year project to strengthen biosecurity in the
Cayman Islands - particularly Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman - continued in 2022 with efforts to manage
invasive, alien vertebrates which are causing
catastrophic native species declines.  The programme
is funded through a Darwin Plus grant and supported
by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

Green Iguana Culling Project
In April 2022, the DoE awarded the contract to continue
the culling programme to manage the impacts of highly
invasive green iguanas in Grand Cayman. A total of
85,848 iguanas were culled in 2022, compared with
87,361 in 2021. Approximately 59% of the 2022 total
number were hatchlings compared with 50% in 2021.

Grouper Moon Celebrates 20 Years
The Grouper Moon Project - a conservation science
partnership between Reef Environmental Education
Foundation and the DoE with scientists from Scripps
Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego and
Oregon State University - celebrated 20 years in 2022.
The programme aims to study Nassau grouper
(Epinephelus striatus), a social and ecological corner
stone of Caribbean's coral reefs. This year,
oapproximately 5,000 groupers counted at the Little
Cayman spawning site.

In 2022, the DoE conducted five EIA Screening
Opinions. EIAs were required for two projects: the
extension of the East-West Arterial highway to Hutland
Road, and a new quarry adjacent to Meagre Bay Pond
Protected Area.

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT
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Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease Response
The Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD) response
team of DoE staff and interns treated more than 40,000
corals over the course of the year. 

The DoE also hosted scientists and members of
government environmental agencies from jurisdictions
throughout the Caribbean at the Coral Conservation in
the Overseas Territories workshops held in the Cayman
Islands in August 2022. The DoE also used the
opportunity to host its inaugural Coral Fest educational
event to help the community learn more about local
coral reef ecosystems.

Flood Risk Modelling Training Completed
The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC),
supported by the Conflict Stability and Security Fund
(CSSF) is supporting the Cayman Islands Government
to assess how nature can support disaster resilience.  

As part of this project, JNCC developed a model  to
assess the vulnerability of the Cayman Islands to storm
surge and inland flooding, and the role and value of
natural capital in mitigating the impacts. In 2022, the DoE
completed training in the models used and produced a
report on the efforts in partnership with JNCC. 

WIZ Fee Waiver Approved by Cabinet
To support the financial recovery of watersports
businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, in
2022 the Cayman Islands Government agreed to waive
permit fees for watersports operators with expired
Wildlife Interaction Zone (WIZ) permits who applied for a
new licence before 31 July 2022.

Cayman Deep 'See' Project Launched
Launched in March 2022, the Deep 'See' Cayman
project uses deep sea baited remote underwater video
(BRUV) cameras to film species at two depths. The
project is being funded through a Darwin Plus grant.

Delivered in partnership with Marine Conservation
International and Beneath the Waves, the Deep 'See'
Project aims to obetter document the deep-sea
resources of the Cayman Islands at depths between 50
– 200 metres (165-6500 feet).

Turtle Nesting Monitoring Programme
DoE staff and volunteers recorded a record number of
total nests in 2022, with a total of 858 nests which is 169
nests more than the previous record year of 2017.

Turtle Friendly Lighting Retrofit Programme
The business case for Phase 2 of the DoE's Turtle
Friendly Lighting Retrofits Project was approved. In
2022, six properties completed turtle friendly lighting
retrofits, five more signed agreements and are awaiting
products to arrive, six other properties are in early
lighting plan stages. Additionally, expressions of interest
were obtained for the first phase of properties in Little
Cayman and Cayman Brac for high density nesting
areas.
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Total Number Of Turtle Nests
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Across the three Cayman Islands there were 858 turtle nests recorded in 2022 (528 green turtle nests, 324 loggerhead
nests and 6 hawksbill nests). This is a whopping 169 more nests than the previous record season in 2017.



The Ministry SCR ended the 2022 financial year with expenditures
totalling $12,199,000 and a surplus of $507,000. The audited financial
statement report is an appendix to this document and provides
additional details on the entity’s results for the year ending 31
December, 2022.

Financial
Performance

Accounts
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Appendix I
Financial Statements

Accounts
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Ministry of Sustainability
& Climate Resiliency

Contact Us

gov.ky/sustainability

Telephone: (345) 244-2466 

Government Administration Building 
PO Box 140
133 Elgin Avenue
Grand Cayman KY1-9000
CAYMAN ISLANDS


