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*Ministerial and Portfolio Responsibilities Assigned

The changes in Cabinet Ministers’ responsibilities, which took effect on 1 July [2005], mean the
reshuffling of several government entities among the various ministries and portfolios.

The detailed list of subjects, departments, sections, authorities, boards and committees assigned to each
ministry and portfolio by the Governor will be published as a supplement in the Cayman Gazette.

The changes affect all ministries as they all now have new combinations of subjects. Portfolios, too,
have seen some changes from the regrouping of certain operations. Cabinet Secretary Orrett Connor
explained that, while the assignments have been made based on the logical grouping of related subject
areas, there are a few instances where ministers have been assigned particular responsibilities based
on their special areas of expertise and interest.

Here is a summary of the changes:

The Ministry for District Administration, Planning, Agriculture and Housing, formerly the Ministry
for Planning, Communications, District Administration and Information Technology, now has
responsibility for all departments and agencies connected with agriculture and housing. Minister, the
Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts, is responsible for District Administration, the departments of Planning,
Agriculture and Lands & Survey; the MRCU and the Petroleum Inspectorate. He is also responsible for
the National Housing and Community Development Trust and the Private Finance Initiative Advisory
Board. The freedom of information initiative, to which the new government has given its commitment, is
one of Mr Tibbetts’ responsibilities.

In his role as Leader of Government Business, Mr. Tibbetts is responsible for regional and
international affairs, including liaison and relationships with heads of state, and involvement in
multilateral organizations such as CARICOM.

The former Ministry for Education, Human Resources and Culture is now the Ministry for Education,
Training, Employment, Youth, Sports and Culture. Its minister, the Hon. Alden McLaughlin, is
responsible for the departments of Education, Employment Relations, and Youth and Sports; the
Pensions Office, the Schools’ Inspectorate and the Sunrise Adult Training Centre. The Private Sector
Consultative Committee, which brings representatives of the financial sector together to provide input
on initiatives affecting that industry, is among the authorities, boards and committees for which Mr.
McLaughlin has responsibility. In this capacity he will liaise closely with the Financial Secretary.
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The former Ministry of Community Services, Youth, Sports and Gender Affairs has become the Ministry
of Communications, Works and Infrastructure. Minister, the Hon. V. Arden McLean, is responsible
for the subject of utilities, and public beaches and cemeteries. The Public Works, Postal Services,
Transport, Vehicle Licensing, Vehicle and Equipment Services, and the Environmental Health
departments, as well as the Telecommunications Unit and Radio Cayman are all under his purview.

The Ministry for Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce is now the Ministry for Tourism,
Environment, Investment, & Commerce. Minister, the Hon. Charles Clifford, has responsibility for the
Department of Tourism, the Met Office and the Department of Environment. E-commerce and national
parks are subjects under his ministry. Among his authorities, boards and committees is the Airports
Authority.

The Ministry of Health and Human Services encompasses health, gender and community affairs.
Headed by the Hon. Anthony S. Eden, the ministry has responsibility for the Public Health Department,
Children and Family Services Department, the Department of Substance Abuse Services (to be renamed
Department of Counselling Services), the Health Insurance Commission, the Probation and Aftercare
Unit and the Cayman Islands Crisis Centre.

Among official portfolios, the Legal Affairs Portfolio and the Portfolio of Finance and Economics
remain relatively unchanged, except for the shifting of the Private Sector Consultative Committee to
Mr. McLaughlin.

The Portfolio of Internal and External Affairs has assumed responsibility for the Cadet Corps, and the
911, Fire, and Prison services, a move which brings all government uniformed and security and
protective branches under the same umbrella. The portfolio has also gained responsibility for the Civil
Aviation Authority, formerly the responsibility of the Ministry of Health Service, Agriculture, Aviation
and Works, and for the National Archive, which was previously under the Ministry of Education,
Human Resources and Culture.

The Cabinet Office now has responsibility for several units. This includes the Cabinet Secretariat,
which provides administrative support to the Cabinet and to the Leader of Government Business in
respect of his regional and international relations. The Cabinet office has also assumed responsibility
for the London Office and for a protocol office.

The Cabinet Office’s Policy Coordination Unit will track and coordinate the implementation of
Cabinet’s policy decisions across government agencies. To facilitate an increasingly strategic
approach to government’s public relations and its information technology development, the Cabinet
Office is being assigned responsibility for Government Information Services and the Computer Services
Department.

(GIS Press Release, 6 July 2005)
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Moyle, Hon. Edna M.: Acceptance speech upon being nominated Speaker of the House, 5-6

Nominations/Elections:

Hon. Speaker, 4

Deputy Speaker, 6

Longest Serving Member to preside over election of Speaker, 4
Standing Business Committee, 12

Standing House Committee, 12

Standing Public Accounts Committee, 9

Standing Register of Interests Committee, 11

Ministers of Cabinet, 7-8

O’Connor-Connolly, Mrs. Juliana Y.:

Authorisation of Executive Financial Transactions for the 2005/6 Financial Year (GM 1/05), 72
Constitutional Talks (Short Question), 723

Emergency Powers (A) Bill, 2005, 172-173

First Anniversary of Hurricane Ivan, 160-163

Notaries Public (A) Bill, 2005, 580

Reporting of Savings Income Information (European Union) Bill, 2005, 38-39
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Spirit Airlines (Short Question), 164

Swearing-In Ceremony speech, 21-23

Urgent and Special Forensic Audit of the National Housing and Community Development Trust
(Short Question), 34

Parliamentary Questions by Category (Also see: Parliamentary Questions in numerical order):
Agriculture:
84. Update on plans to replace the Farmer’s Market, 705
Builders Bill:
56. Status of proposed Builders Bill, 567
Caribbean Utilities Co. Ltd.:
71. Compensation of CUC customers for investment made in construction of fibre-optic
network CUC is leasing to an outside party, 661
Cayman Airways Ltd.:
67. Monies owed to CAL by anyone holding public office, 616
Cayman Brac & Little Cayman:
1. Status update on Affordable Housing Development for Cayman Brac, 31
2. Budgeting consideration for Ann Tatum Bluff ramp at Creek, Cayman Brac, 32
3. Realignment and construction of Guy Banks and Spot Bay Roads in Little Cayman, 33
4. Transfer of oil or propane offshore Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, 44
6. Government’s plans for addressing shortage of office space for civil servants on Cayman
Brac, 46
7. Plans to continue street lighting programme along Capt. Mabry Kirkconnell Road, Cayman
Brac, 46
8. Plans for relocating Little Cayman Post Office, 46
9. Plans for development of new cemetery in Watering Place, Cayman Brac, 47
10. List of scheduled visits by Leader of Government Business to Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman, 47
11. Budget for Heritage House at Northeast Bay, Cayman Brac, 47
13. Plans to construct Fire Stations in Bodden Town and Cayman Brac, 48
14. Establishment of investment bureau on Cayman Brac, 52
15. Replacement of security x-ray machine at Cayman Brac airport (deferred, 53),
16. Holding of at least one sitting per annum of the Legislative Assembly on Cayman Brac, 61
26. Number of teachers’ aides are employed at, Cayman Brac High School; West End Primary
School; Creek School; Spot Bay Primary School; and Little Cayman Educational
Services, 92
37. Status of Government’s plans to assist with construction of affordable housing on Cayman
Brac, 552
38. Update on ship-to-ship fuel transfer off coast of Cayman Brac (deferred, 554), 559
Civil Service:
5. Plans for provision of modern, adequate and safe accommodation for the Civil Service, 45
6. Government’s plans for addressing shortage of office space for civil servants on Cayman
Brac, 46
19. Progress being made re: modernisation of Civil Service, 63
20. Steps being taken to protect and safeguard civil servants working at the “Glass House”, 64
22. Civil Service salary review, 67
24. Steps being taken to make government services more accessible and responsive, 69
62. Total number of civil servants in CI—Caymanian and Non-Caymanian (deferred, 591, 615), 668
76. Personnel movement within Civil Service since 1 June 2005, by Ministry, Department,
Agency, and Portfolio, 677
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77.

Administrative issues within Cl Fire Service, 674

Communications:

25.

CITN broadcast/transmissions to entire country, 70

Constitutional Modernisation:

17.
30.
32.

Government’s timeline for modernization of the Cayman Islands’ Constitution, 62
United Kingdom timetable for constitutional changes, 97
Timetable for Constitutional Modernisation for Cayman Islands, 203

Culture:

47.

Government’s position on local content on radio stations (deferred, 560), 613

Development/Environmental Issues:

29.
40.
41.
55.
56.
57,

58.

43.
44,

82.
90.

91.

Duty:

12.

Government’s plans for continuation of island-wide cleanup, 95

Update on status of Development Plan review process, 556

Status of Mosquito Research and Control Unit (MRCU) aerial spraying program, 558

Government’s policy in regard to sale of treated wastewater to private sector, 566

Status of proposed Builders Bill, 567

Government’s plans to give the central business district in George Town, including
Shedden Road, a facelift, 569

Status of pending planning appeals, measures taken to streamline/improve planning appeals
process, 571

Crown land, if any, sold in the last eight months (deferred, 560), 610

Leasehold Crown property extended or converted to freehold in past eight months
(deferred, 560), 610

Awarding of construction contracts for Royal Watler Cruise Terminal, 701

Progress on design and development of the three proposed high schools for Grand Cayman,
715

Update on ongoing project at property owned by Port Authority situated at SafeHaven
(SafeHaven Marina Project), 717

Plans to extend post-lvan duty concessions beyond June 2005, 48

E-Government:

18.

Target date for providing all of government’s services online, 63

Education:

26.

217.
28.
35.
36.
64.
78.

79.

80.

85.

86.

Number of teachers’ aides employed at, Cayman Brac High School; West End Primary
School; Creek School; Spot Bay Primary School; and Little Cayman Educational
Services, 92

Government’s plans for establishing state-of-the-art library in George Town, 93

Granting of approval/licence to Huntington Brac University, 94

Addition of staff to Ministry of Education, rationale and time period, 298

Explanation of Minister’s comments re: incompetence in Department of Education, 298

Update on Young Parents’ Programme, 592

Progress made on ITALIC programme, post Hurricane Ivan, and Government’s
commitment to its continued implementation, 693

Number of scholarships awarded since May 2005, and the monetary value, 695

Measures taken by Government to ensure contracts for busing and canteens for new
financial year will be awarded in a timely manner and in compliance with procedures
laid down by Government’s Financial Regulations 2004, 698

Scholarships awarded by Minister of Tourism in 2005 under Tourism Scholarship
programme, 708

Government’s plans for development of a Tourism Apprenticeship Programme, 709
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87. Report from Student Representative Council of University College of the Cayman Islands,
711
88. Progress of prioritisation of education service as identified in National Conference on
Education in September 2005, 711
90. Progress on design and development of the three proposed high schools for Grand
Cayman, 715
Fire Service:
13. Plans to construct Fire Stations in Bodden Town and Cayman Brac, 48
77. Administrative issues within CI Fire Service, 674
Freedom of Information Act:
39. Update on status of Freedom of Information legislation, 554
Government Services:
24. Steps being taken to make Government services more accessible and responsive, 69
Government Finances:
12. Plans to extend post-Ivan duty concessions beyond June 2005, 48
21. Balance in Government’s bank accounts as at close of business on 10 May 2005, 64
23. Housing Recovery Grant, 69
42. Additional cost incurred in fast-tracking the completion of the Esterley Tibbetts Highway,
560
54. Government plans to cease contributing to National Recovery Fund, 565
61. Reason for special raise given to Leader of Government Business and Speaker, 589
Government Offices:
5. Plans for provision of modern, adequate and safe accommodation for the Civil Service, 45
6. Government’s plans for addressing shortage of office space for civil servants on Cayman
Brac, 46
20. Steps being taken to protect and safeguard civil servants working at the “Glass House”, 64
Health/Medical:
63. Progress being made in revenue collection at Health Services Authority, 591
65. Progress on development of Golden Age Home in West Bay, 593
72. Number of mental health patients currently receiving treatment overseas, 669
73. Amount of money spent on mental health patients currently overseas, 670
74. Amount of money spent on overseas treatment of mental health patients over past five
years, 670
75. Length of time each mental health patient has been receiving treatment overseas, 676
Housing:
1. Status update on Affordable Housing Development for Cayman Brac, 31
23. Housing Recovery Grant, 68
37. Status of Government’s plans to assist with construction of affordable housing on Cayman
Brac, 552
49. Number of homes, by district, repaired following Hurricane Ivan, 561
50. Number of homes, by district, rebuilt following Hurricane lvan, 562
51. Number of homes remaining, by district, that require major repair or need to be rebuilt
following Hurricane lvan, 562
52. Number of families in rental accommodation, yet displaced, due to Hurricane Ivan
(deferred, 563)
59. Update on condition of affordable homes built by the National Housing and Community
Development Trust during previous administration, 572
Hurricane Ivan:
12. Plans to extend post-Ivan duty concessions beyond June 2005, 48
23. Housing Recovery Grant, 69
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29. Government’s plans for continuation of island-wide cleanup, 95
49. Number of homes, by district, repaired following Hurricane Ivan, 561
50. Number of homes, by district, rebuilt following Hurricane Ivan, 562
51. Number of homes remaining, by district, that require major repair or need to be rebuilt
following Hurricane lvan, 562
52. Number of families in rental accommodation, yet displaced, due to Hurricane Ivan
(deferred, 563)
53. Total cost of running National Recovery Fund, 563
54. Government plans to cease contributing to National Recovery Fund, 565
59. Update on condition of affordable homes built by the National Housing and Community
Development Trust during previous administration, 572
66. Status of crushing of cars damaged by Hurricane Ivan, 615
Labour Issues:
89. Current position with Labour Tribunals for Cayman Brac and Grand Cayman in terms of
appointment of members and resolution of cases, 713
MRCU:
41. Status of Mosquito Research and Control Unit (MRCU) aerial spraying program, 558
National Recovery Fund:
53. Total cost of running National Recovery Fund, 563
54. Government plans for cease contributing to National Recovery Fund, 565
National Roads Authority:
42. Additional cost incurred in fast-tracking the completion of the Esterley Tibbetts Highway,
560
60. Government’s policy in relation to second main road from Frank Sound to Prospect, 573
48. Update on stated policy of National Roads Authority (deferred, 560), 613
Planning:
58. Status of pending planning appeals, measures taken to streamline/improve planning appeals
process, 571
Port Authority:
68. Number of ships that Spotts Dock can accommodate, 618
69. Who decides which ships are granted landing space at Spotts Dock? 618
82. Awarding of construction contracts for Royal Watler Cruise Terminal, 701
91. Update on ongoing project at property owned by Port Authority situated at SafeHaven
(SafeHaven Marina Project), 717
Postal:
8. Plans for relocating Little Cayman Post Office, 46
Prison:
81. Confirmation/status of ongoing review of HMP Northward, 699
83. List of parolees from HMP Northward after the General Election by: crime committed,
length of sentence, and amount of time served, 703
Protocol issues:
34. Protocol regarding use of VIP Airport Lounge, 236
Roads:
2. Budgeting consideration for Ann Tatum Bluff ramp at Creek, Cayman Brac, 32
3. Realignment and construction of Guy Banks and Spot Bay Roads in Little Cayman, 33
7. Plans to continue street lighting programme along Capt. Mabry Kirkconnell Road, Cayman
Brac, 46
42. Additional cost incurred in fast-tracking the completion of the Esterley Tibbetts Highway,
560
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57. Government’s plans to give the central business district in George Town, including
Shedden Road, a facelift, 569
60. Government’s policy in relation to second main road from Frank Sound to Prospect, 573
45. Amounts spent on district and national road works in last eight months by
district/amount/work completed (deferred, 560, 610),657
46. Estimated cost of continuing Esterley Tibbetts highway to Governor’s Harbour, including
roadwork and land acquisition (deferred, 560), 610
48. Update on stated policy of National Roads Authority (deferred, 560), 613
Royal Cayman Islands Police:
33. Timetable for provision of security guards for Ministers and other Government Officials,
235
Security:
15. Replacement of security x-ray machine at Cayman Brac airport (deferred, 53),
33. Timetable for provision of security guards for Ministers and other Government Officials,
235
Social Services:
64. Update on Young Parents’ Programme, 592
65. Progress on development of Golden Age Home in West Bay, 593
Tourism:
68. Number of ships that Spotts Dock can accommodate, 618
69. Who decides which ships are granted landing space at Spotts Dock? 618
70. Liberalisation/competition of aviation fuel at Owen Roberts International Airport, 618
85. Scholarships awarded by Minister of Tourism in 2005 under Tourism Scholarship
programme, 708
86. Government’s plans for development of a Tourism Apprenticeship Programme, 709
Youth:
64. Update on Young Parents’ Programme, 592

Parliamentary Questions Numerically (Also see: Parliamentary Questions by Category):
1. Status update on Affordable Housing Development for Cayman Brac, 31
2. Budgeting consideration for Ann Tatum Bluff ramp at Creek, Cayman Brac, 32
3. Realignment and construction of Guy Banks and Spot Bay Roads in Little Cayman, 33
4. Transfer of oil or propane offshore Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, 44
5. Plans for provision of modern, adequate and safe accommodation for the Civil Service, 45
6. Government’s plans for addressing shortage of office space for civil servants on Cayman Brac, 46
7. Plans to continue street lighting programme along Capt. Mabry Kirkconnell Road, Cayman Brac, 46
8. Plans for relocating Little Cayman Post Office, 46
9. Plans for development of new cemetery in Watering Place, Cayman Brac, 47
10. List of scheduled visits by Leader of Government Business to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, 47
11. Budget for Heritage House at Northeast Bay, Cayman Brac, 47
12. Plans to extend post-Ivan duty concessions beyond June 2005, 48
13. Plans to construct Fire Stations in Bodden Town and Cayman Brac, 48
14. Establishment of investment bureau on Cayman Brac, 52
15. Replacement of security x-ray machine at Cayman Brac airport (deferred, 53),
16. Holding of at least one sitting per annum of the Legislative Assembly on Cayman Brac, 61
17. Government’s timeline for modernisation of the Cayman Islands’ Constitution, 62
18. Target date for providing all of government’s services online, 63
19. Progress being made re: modernisation of Civil Service, 63
20. Steps being taken to protect and safeguard civil servants working at the “Glass House”, 64
21. Balance in Government’s bank accounts as at close of business on 10 May 2005, 64
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22. Civil Service salary review, 67

23. Housing Recovery Grant, 68

24. Steps being taken to make Government services more accessible and responsive, 69

25. CITN broadcast/transmissions to entire country, 70

26. Number of teachers’ aides employed at, Cayman Brac High School; West End Primary
School; Creek School; Spot Bay Primary School; and Little Cayman Educational Services,
92

27. Government’s plans for establishing state-of-the-art library in George Town, 93

28. Granting of approval/licence to Huntington Brac University, 94

29. Government’s plans for continuation of island-wide cleanup, 95

30. United Kingdom timetable for constitutional changes, 97

31. Purchase date of John Silver’s property in West Bay for use as hotel training school, and
progress to date (deferred, 97)

32. Timetable for Constitutional Modernisation for Cayman Islands, 203

33. Timetable for provision of security guards for Ministers and other Government Officials, 235

34. Protocol regarding use of VIP Airport Lounge, 236

35. Addition of staff to Ministry of Education, rationale and time period, 298

36. Explanation of Minister’s comments re: incompetence in Department of Education, 298

37. Status of Government’s plans to assist with construction of affordable housing on Cayman
Brac, 552

38. Update on ship-to-ship fuel transfer off coast of Cayman Brac (deferred, 554), 559

39. Update on status of Freedom of Information legislation, 554

40. Update on status of Development Plan review process, 556

41. Status of Mosquito Research and Control Unit (MRCU) aerial spraying program, 558

42. Additional cost incurred in fast-tracking the completion of the Esterley Tibbetts Highway, 560

43. Crown land, if any, sold in the last eight months (deferred, 560), 610

44. Leasehold Crown property extended or converted to freehold in past eight months (deferred,
560), 610

45. Amounts spent on district and national road works in last eight months by
district/amount/work completed (deferred, 560, 610),657

46. Estimated cost of continuing Esterley Tibbetts highway to Governor’s Harbour, including
roadwork and land acquisition (deferred, 560), 610

47. Government’s position on local content on radio stations (deferred, 560), 613

48. Update on stated policy of National Roads Authority (deferred, 560), 613

49. Number of homes, by district, repaired following Hurricane Ivan, 561

50. Number of homes, by district, rebuilt following Hurricane Ivan, 562

51. Number of homes remaining, by district, that require major repair or need to be rebuilt
following Hurricane lvan, 562

52. Number of families in rental accommodation, yet displaced, due to Hurricane lvan (deferred,
563)

53. Total cost of running National Recovery Fund, 563

54. Government’s plans to cease contributing to National Recovery Fund, 565

55. Government’s policy in regard to sale of treated wastewater to private sector, 566

56. Status of proposed Builders Bill, 567

57. Government’s plans to give the central business district in George Town, including Shedden
Road, a facelift, 569

58. Status of pending planning appeals, measures taken to streamline/improve planning appeals
process, 571

59. Update on condition of affordable homes built by the National Housing and Community
Development Trust during previous administration, 572
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60.
61.
62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

72,
73.
74,

75.
76.

77,
78.

79.
80.

81.
82.
83.

84.
85.

86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

91.

Government’s policy in relation to second main road from Frank Sound to Prospect, 573

Reason for special raise given to Leader of Government Business and Speaker, 589

Total number of civil servants in Cl—Caymanian and Non-Caymanian (deferred, 591, 615),
668

Progress being made in revenue collection at Health Services Authority, 591

Update on Young Parents’ Programme, 592

Progress on development of Golden Age Home in West Bay, 593

Status of crushing of cars damaged by Hurricane Ivan, 615

Monies owed to CAL by anyone holding public office, 616

Number of ships that Spotts Dock can accommodate, 618

Who decides which ships are granted landing space at Spotts Dock? 618

Liberalisation/competition of aviation fuel at Owen Roberts International Airport, 618

Compensation of CUC customers for investment made in construction of fibre-optic network
CUC is leasing to an outside party, 661

Number of mental health patients currently receiving treatment overseas, 669

Amount of money spent on mental health patients currently overseas, 670

Amount of money spent on overseas treatment of mental health patients over past five years,
670

Length of time each mental health patient has been receiving treatment overseas, 676

Personnel movement within Civil Service since 1 June 2005, by Ministry, Department,
Agency, and Portfolio, 677

Administrative issues within Cl Fire Service, 674

Progress made on ITALIC programme, post Hurricane Ivan, and Government’s commitment
to its continued implementation, 693

Number of scholarships awarded since May 2005, and the monetary value, 695

Measures taken by Government to ensure contracts for busing and canteens for new financial
year will be awarded in a timely manner and in compliance with procedures laid down by
Government’s Financial Regulations 2004, 698

Confirmation/status of ongoing review of HMP Northward, 699

Awarding of construction contracts for Royal Watler Cruise Terminal, 701

List of parolees from HMP Northward after the General Election by: crime committed, length
of sentence, and amount of time served, 703

Update on plans to replace the Farmer’s Market, 705

Scholarships awarded by Minister of Tourism in 2005 under Tourism Scholarship programme,
708

Government’s plans for development of a Tourism Apprenticeship Programme, 709

Report from Student Representative Council of University College of the Cayman Islands, 711

Progress of prioritisation of education service as identified in National Conference on
Education in September 2005, 711

Current position with Labour Tribunals for Cayman Brac and Grand Cayman in terms of
appointment of members and resolution of cases, 713

Progress on design and development of the three proposed high schools for Grand Cayman,
715

Update on ongoing project at property owned by Port Authority situated at SafeHaven
(SafeHaven Marina Project), 717

Personal Explanation (SO 31):
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva:

Avrising out of point of order raised during debate on Firearms (A) Bill, 2005, 317
Increase of CUC Electricity Fees (Personal Statement), 486-488
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Matter of Payments to Cayman Airways Ltd, 652-653

Response to statement by Hon. Minister of Tourism re: Article appearing in 13 January 2006
issue of Cayman Net News, 585-587

Response to statement by Hon. Minister of Tourism re: Statement re: Caymanian Compass
Article Entitled “Port Authority Old News”, 131-132

Presentation of Papers and Reports:

Annual Plan and Estimates for the Government of the Cayman Islands for the Financial Year
ending 30 June 2006 together with the Annual Budget Statements for Ministries and Portfolios
for the Financial Year ending 30 June 2006, Purchase Agreements for Statutory Authorities,
Government Companies and Non-Governmental Output Suppliers for the Year ending 30 June
2006, and Ownership Agreements for Statutory Authorities and Government Companies for the
Year ending 30 June 2006, 189

Audited Financial Statements 30 June 2004 — Cayman Turtle Farm (1983) Limited, 668

Cayman Airways Limited Financial Statements 31 December 2001 and 30 June 2003, 90-91

Cayman Islands Compendium of Statistics 2004, 154

Cayman Islands Development Bank Report for the year ended 30 June 2004, 165-166

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority 18 Month Report—1 January 2003 to 30 June 2005, 152-153

Complaints Commissioner’s “Own Motion Investigation Report 2” — Government Information
Services, Department of Vehicle Licensing and Disposal of Vehicles following Hurricane Ivan,
524

Complaints Commissioner’s Special Report to the Legislative Assembly in the Matter of the
Complaints Commissioner Law, 2003, and Complaint Number 82 — filed 20 June 2005, 524-
525

Court of Appeal (Amendment) Bill, 2005, White Paper, 91-92

Department of Immigration English Skills Test—Own Motion Investigation Report 3 prepared by
the Complaints Commissioner, 574

Discussion Paper for Public Consultation — Freedom of Information Bill, 2005, 450-454

Financial Reporting Authority (CAYFIN) Annual Report 2004/2005, 438-439, 450

Financial Statements of the Cayman Islands Stock Exchange for the 18-Month Period Ended 30th
June 2004, 465-466

Financial Statements of the Cayman Islands Stock Exchange for the Year Ended 31 December
2002, 523

Financial Statements of Courts Funds Office:

Seven-month period ended 31 December, 1995, 454
Year ended 31 December, 1996, 454

Year ended 31 December, 1997, 454

Years ended 31 December, 1998 and 1997, 454
Years ended 31 December, 1999 and 1998, 454
Years ended 31 December, 2000 and 1999, 454

Financial Statements of the Port Authority of the Cayman Islands—31 December 2003 and 2002,
204

First Annual Report of the Office of the Complaints Commissioner Addressing a Portion of the
Fiscal Year July 2004 — June 2005, 551, 574

Portfolio of the Civil Service Employment Information and Personnel Activity Report (Historical
Data 1 January to 31 December 2004), 90

Reports of the Standing Business Committee:

First, Second & Third Meetings of the 2005/6 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 449-450
Fourth Meeting of the 2005/6 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 524
Fifth Meeting of the 2005/6 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 689-690
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Report of the Standing Finance Committee on the Supplementary Annual Plan and Estimates for
the Government of the Cayman Islands for the Financial Year ending 30 June, 2006, 667-668

Report of the Standing Orders Committee—Amendment to SO 77(3), 690-693

Report of the Standing Public Accounts Committee on the Budget of the Cayman Islands Audit
Office 2005/6, 450

Review of the Domestic Insurance Industry “Post lvan”, 90

Strategic Policy Statement of the Government of the Cayman Islands for the Year Ending 30 June
2007, 523

Supplementary Annual Plan and Estimates for the Government of the Cayman Islands for the
Financial Year ended 30th June, 2006, 655-656

University College of the Cayman Islands - Annual Report 2004/5 and Audited Financial
Statements June 2004, 524

Private Members’ Motions:
1/05—Hospitality Services Training Centre
(deferred, 521; withdrawn, 603)
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 521, 603

2/05—Amendment to Standing Orders
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Mover), 582
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva (Seconder), 582

3/05—Public Sector Health Insurance Coverage Reform
(deferred, 583)
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Mover), 603-604, 605
Ebanks, Capt. A. (Seconder), 603
Eden, Hon. Anthony S., 604-605

4/05—Incentive for First-time Home and Property Ownership
Amendment, 595
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Mover), 583-585, 595-596, 600-602
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva (Seconder) 583
Jefferson, Hon. G. Kenneth, 598-599
McLaughlin, Hon. Alden M. Jr., 597-598
Tibbetts, Hon. D. Kurt, 585, 600

Proclamation No. 3 of 2005, 4

Richards, Hon. Cheryll M.:
Court of Appeal (A) Bill, 2005, White Paper, 91-92
Evidence (A) Bill, 2006, 681-682
Financial Reporting Authority (CAYFIN) Annual Report 2004/2005, 450
Judges Emoluments and Allowances Bill, 2005, 128-129

Season’s Message:
Tibbetts, Hon. D. Kurt, 548
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 548
McCarthy, Hon. George A., 549
Hon. Speaker, 549
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Seymour, Miss Lucille D.:
Debate on the Throne Speech and Budget Address, 342-345, 347-355
Firearms (A) Bill, 2005, 250-251
Public Service Management Bill, 2005, 471-476
Swearing-In Ceremony speech, 18-19
Traffic (A) Bill, 2006, 733

Speaker’s Announcements and Rulings:
Acceptance speech upon being nominated Speaker of the House, 5-6
Condolences:
On passing of the Step-father of Hon. W. McKeeva Bush, 445
House visitors:
Year 4 students/teachers from Bodden Town Primary School, 31
Years 6, 7, 8 & 9 students and teachers from Grace Christian Academy, 158
Invitation to HE the Governor to present Instruments of Appointments, 8
Member asked to withdraw statement, 106, 720
Numbering of Bills/Laws, 581, 645, 651
Point of Order re: “misleading”, 597
Ruling (Chairman’s) on SO 52(8), 301
Season’s Message, 549
Words ordered expunged from the record, 653, 720, 721

Statement by His Excellency, the Governor, Mr. Bruce, H. Dinwiddy, CMG (On the occasion of
the Swearing-in Ceremony following the General Election), 3

Statements by Members/Ministers of the Cabinet:
Clifford, Hon. Charles E.:
Closure of ClIB (Hong Kong) Office, 54-55
Efforts to Manage Cruise Volumes on Overscheduled Days, 466-467
Government Assistance—Hurricane Katrina, 165
No Amendment to Legislation for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve Activities, 520-521
Port Authority Damage—Hurricane Wilma, 365
Spirit Airlines, 163-164
Response to article regarding proposed West Bay Cruise Dock in 13 January 2006 issue of
Cayman Net News, 575-576
Statement re: Caymanian Compass Article Entitled “Port Authority Old News”, 119-120

Eden, Hon. Anthony S..
Cayman Islands Response to the Threat of an Avian Influenza Pandemic, 319-320

Jefferson, Hon. G. Kenneth:
Timing of the Presentation of the 2005/6 Budget to the Legislative Assembly, 120-121

McCarthy, Hon. George A.:
Statement in Regard to Parliamentary Question No. 83, 745

McLaughlin, Hon. Alden M., Jr.:
Update on the Education Sector, 115-118
International Initiatives Affecting the Financial Service Sector, 489-490
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McLean, Hon. V. Arden:
Recovery of Uninsured Losses Incurred by Caribbean Utilities Company (CUC) Ltd as a Result
of Hurricane Ivan, 118-119
Urgent and Special Forensic Audit of the National Housing and Community Development
Trust, 34

Tibbetts, Hon. D. Kurt:
First Anniversary of Hurricane Ivan, 158-160
Policy Statement “Delivering on the Promises”, 196-201
Constitutional Talks, 722-723

Swearing-In Ceremony speeches:
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 27-28
Bodden, Mr. V. Osbourne, 20-21
Bulgin, Hon. Samuel W., 26
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 16-18
Ebanks, Capt. A. Eugene, 24-25
Eden, Hon. Anthony S., 21
Glidden, Mr. Cline A., Jr., 25-26
Jefferson, Hon. G. Kenneth, 26-27
Kirkconnell, Mr. Moses I., 21
McLaughlin, Hon. Alden M., Jr., 28-29
McLean, Hon. V. Arden, 23-24
Moyle, Hon. Edna M., 5-6
O’Connor-Connolly, Mrs. Juliana Y., 21-23
Seymour, Miss Lucille D., 18-19
Tibbetts, Hon. D. Kurt, 14-16
Wright, Mr. W. Alfonso, 19-20

Throne Speech: (Also see: Debate on Throne Speech and Budget Address), 186-189

Tibbetts, Hon. D. Kurt:

Amendment to the Development Plan 1997 (GM 5/05), 316-317

Approval of the Strategic Policy Statement for the 2005/6 Financial Year (GM 2/05), 134-141; 148-
149

Approval of the Strategic Policy Statement for the 2006/7 Financial Year (GM 07/05), 525-529,
540-545

Constitutional Talks, 722-723
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OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
WEDNESDAY
18 MAY 2005

10.07 AM
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY

ARRIVAL OF
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

The Clerk: May | call upon the Reverend Joseph
Crawford to deliver the Prayer.

PRAYERS

Reverend Joseph Crawford: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth I;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales;
and all the Royal Family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of
Cabinet and Members of the Legislative Assembly,
that we may be enabled faithfully to perform the re-
sponsible duties of our high office. All this we ask for
Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say The Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Clerk: Please be seated.

ADMINISTRATION OF
OATHS OR AFFIRMATIONS

By His Excellency Mr. Bruce H. Dinwiddy, CMG,
Governor of the Cayman Islands

OFFICIAL MEMBERS

The Clerk: Official Members: Honourable Donovan
W. F. Ebanks, MBE, JP, to be the Temporary First
Official Member. Oath of Allegiance.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks, MBE, JP
Temporary First Official Member

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: 1, Donovan W. F.
Ebanks, do swear that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her
heirs and successors, according to Law. So help me
God.

The Clerk: Oath of Allegiance by the Honourable
Samuel W. Bulgin, QC, JP, Second Official Member.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin, QC, JP
Second Official Member

Hon. Samuel W. Bulgin: I, Samuel W. Bulgin, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Affirmation by the Honourable G. Kenneth
Jefferson, JP, Third Official Member.

AFFIRMATION
Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson, JP
Third Official Member

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: |, George Kenneth Jef-
ferson, do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare
that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 1I, Her heirs and succes-
sors, according to Law.

ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT BENCH

The Clerk: Elected Members of the Legislative As-
sembly. The Government Bench.

Oath of Allegiance by Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts, JP,
First Elected Member for George Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts, JP

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: I, Darwin Kurt Tibbetts, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of Allegiance by Mr. Alden M.
McLaughlin, Jr., Second Elected Member for George
Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: |, Alden McNee
McLaughlin, Jr., do swear that | will be faithful and
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II, Her heirs and successors, according to Law. So
help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of Allegiance by Miss Lucille D. Sey-
mour, BEM, Third Elected Member for George Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Miss Lucille D. Seymour, BEM

Miss Lucille D. Seymour: |, Lucille Dell Seymour, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. W. Alfonso
Wright, Fourth Elected Member for George Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. W. Alfonso Wright

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright: I, W. Alfonso Wright, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. Moses I. Kirk-
connell, Second Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell

Mr. Moses |. Kirkconnell: I, Moses lan Kirkconnell,
do swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. Anthony S.
Eden, OBE, JP, First Elected Member for Bodden
Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Anthony S. Eden, OBE, JP

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: |, Anthony Samuel Eden, OBE,
JP, do swear that | will be faithful and bear true alle-

giance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs
and successors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. Charles E. Clif-
ford, JP, Second Elected Member for Bodden Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Charles E. Clifford, JP

Mr. Charles E. Clifford, JP: I, Charles E. Clifford, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. Osbourne V.
Bodden, Third Elected Member for Bodden Town.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: |, Osbourne V. Bodden,
do swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Ms. Edna M. Moyle,
JP, the Elected Member for North Side.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Ms. Edna M. Moyle, JP

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: |, Edna Marie Moyle, do swear
that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs and successors,
according to Law. So help me God.

Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. V. Arden McLean,
the Elected Member for East End.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. V. Arden McLean

Mr. V. Arden McLean: I, Vincent Arden McLean, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

OPPOSITION

The Clerk: The Opposition. Affirmation by Mr. W.
McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, First Elected Member for
West Bay.

AFFIRMATION
Mr. W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP

Mr. W. McKeeva Bush: |, William McKeeva Bush,
OBE, JP, do solemnly and sincerely affirm and de-
clare that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Mr. Rolston M. An-
glin, Second Elected Member for West Bay.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Rolston M. Anglin

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: I, Rolston Malachi Anglin, do
swear that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Clerk: Affirmation by Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.,
Third Elected Member for West Bay.

AFFIRMATION
Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.: I, Cline Astor Glidden, Jr.,
do solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that | will
be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il, Her heirs and successors, accord-
ing to Law.

The Clerk: Oath of allegiance by Captain A. Eugene
Ebanks, Fourth Elected Member for West Bay.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Captain A. Eugene Ebanks

Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks: I, Captain A. Eugene
Ebanks, do swear that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her
heirs and Successors, according to Law. So help me
God.

The Clerk: Affirmation by Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-
Connolly, JP, First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

AFFIRMATION
Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: [, Juliana
O’Connor-Connolly, JP, do solemnly and sincerely
affirm and declare that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her
heirs and successors, according to Law.

STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY
MR. BRUCE H. DINWIDDY, CMG,
GOVERNOR OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

His Excellency Mr. Bruce H. Dinwiddy: Good morn-
ing.

Members of the Legislative Assembly, | am
honoured to take part in this historic ceremony. It has
been the custom for the Governor to say a few words

at this stage before he leaves the Chamber and the
Clerk reads the proclamation formally summoning a
Meeting of this new Legislative Assembly. Let me
therefore be the first to congratulate very warmly, all
the Members of the Legislative Assembly as they take
their seats, and particularly the five new Elected
Members who are today taking their seats for the very
first time.

| thank all the Elected Members for taking on
the important responsibility of serving our people as
their Elected Representatives and | take this opportu-
nity also to thank the thirty unsuccessful candidates
for their part in the democratic process that unfolded
just a week ago.

At the same time, | wish publicly to thank the
Supervisor of Elections, his Deputies, the other mem-
bers of the Elections Office, the returning officers and
the many many other people who worked so diligently
in a variety of roles to ensure that the whole electoral
process ran so smoothly. We are fortunate indeed to
have such an experienced and dedicated team so well
supported by scores of willing volunteers dawn from
all sections of our community, not forgetting also the
important role of the Royal Cayman Islands Police
Service.

| thank too the electorate for their essential
part in the Elections. These were, | believe, our big-
gest Elections ever. Including the eight hundred and
fifty nine postal ballots, the number of participating
Electors was ten thousand five hundred and twenty
seven or 80.5 per cent of the total number of people
eligible. That percentage figure compares very fa-
vourably with the turnout in recent elections in some
of the world’s longer-established great democracies. It
shows a strong commitment and involvement on the
part of our electorate and it sends a strong message
to this new Legislative Assembly.

Members of the Legislative Assembly, | hope
that four years on, in May 2009, you will all be able to
look back with pride on what you have achieved.
There are big challenges ahead, including, | am sure
as in the past, some big and possibly very sudden
challenges that none of us here this morning could
possibly predict.

| am sorry that | personally shall not be here in
Cayman throughout the Parliament, but | look forward
very much to working with you closely during the rest
of my time as Governor. | wish you every success and
| pray that Almighty God will continue, in His wisdom
and mercy, to guide and bless you all for the welfare
and prosperity of the people of these beautiful Islands
and for wider benefit of the global community.

Members of the Legislative Assembly, | shall
follow with interest your proceedings today and | look
forward to returning to the Chamber later to present
instruments of appointment to the Honourable Leader
of Government Business and the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition.

In the meanwhile, thank you all for your atten-
tion.
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The Clerk: Please stand.

DEPARTURE OF
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

Serjeant-at-Arms
His Excellency the Governor
ADC
Chief Justice

The Clerk: You may be seated.

PROCLAMATION NO. 3 OF 2005

The Clerk: Cayman Islands Proclamation No. 3 of
2005 hy his Excellency Bruce H. Dinwiddy, Compan-
ion of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, Governor of the Cayman Islands.

WHEREAS Section 46 (1) of the Constitu-
tion of the Cayman Islands provides that the ses-
sions of the Legislative Assembly of the Cayman
Islands shall be held at such places and begin at
such times as the Governor may from time to time
by Proclamation appoint;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bruce H. Dinwiddy,
CMG, Governor of the Cayman Islands, by virtue
of the power conferred upon me by the said sec-
tion 46 (1) of the Constitution of the Cayman Is-
lands, hereby proclaim that a session of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the Cayman Islands shall be
held at the Legislative Assembly Building in
George Town, on the Island of Grand Cayman, be-
ginning at 10 am on Wednesday the 18" day of
May, 2005.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND BY THE PUBLIC
SEAL OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS AT GEORGE
TOWN, IN THE ISLAND OF GRAND CAYMAN ON
THIS 13™ DAY OF MAY, IN THE YEAR OF OUR
LORD, TWO THOUSAND AND FIVE, IN THE FIFTY-
FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY
QUEEN ELIZABETH II.

I will now call for the nomination of the Father
of the House to preside over the Election of the
Speaker.

NOMINATION OF THE LONGEST CONTINUOUS
SERVING MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY TO PRESIDE OVER
THE ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER

The Clerk: Mr. Anthony Eden.

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: | beg to nominate Mr. W.
McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, First Elected Member for
West Bay, being the Member who has the longest
unbroken service in the Legislative Assembly, and the
Father of the House, to preside over the election of
the Speaker.

The Clerk: The Motion has been duly moved. The
guestion is that Mr. W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, the
Father of the House, preside over the election of
Speaker.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Clerk: The Ayes have it.

| now invite Mr. W McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP,
the Father of the House to preside over the election of
the Speaker.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE
SPEAKER OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

[Mr. W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, Presiding]

The Chairman: Honourable Members, it is my duty
and pleasure to call for nominations for the person
who will be the Honourable Speaker of this Legislative
Assembly.

The First Elected Member from George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you.
| beg to nominate Ms. Edna M. Moyle to be
the Speaker of this Legislative Assembly.

Miss Lucille D. Seymour: | beg to second the nomi-
nation.

The Chairman: Thank you.
Are there any more nominations?
The Second Elected Member for West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you.
| beg to move the nomination of Miss Deborah
I. Ebanks for Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

The Chairman: Thank you.
Is there a Seconder?

Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks: | beg to second the nomi-
nation.

The Chairman: First, let me call on the Elected Mem-
ber for North Side as to whether she accepts the
nomination.
Ms. Edna M. Moyle: | am honoured to accept.
The Chairman: Thank you.

| presume nominations that came for Miss
Deborah Ebanks have been confirmed.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: Honourable Members we have two
names, thus we shall have a Ballot.
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In the event of a tie, as Chairman, | would ex-
ercise my right to a casting vote, the effect of which
would be to break that tie. As Father of the House, |
am required to sit in this Chair, had | the opportunity to
sit in my seat | would be delighted to cast my vote for
Miss Ebanks—a non-Elected Member of the House—
in keeping with the majority party position that the
Speaker must come from outside and my own Party’s
position which says that the Speaker can come from
the outside or the inside of this Honourable House.

Madam Clerk, | suppose we will have a Ballot.

The Clerk: Proceedings will be suspended temporar-
ily. I ask that you remain in your seats. Thank you.

Proceedings suspended at 10.43 am
Proceedings resumed at 10.55 am

The Chairman: For the public’s information, the three
Official Members will not be casting ballots on this
matter.

The Serjeant can collect the ballots in the Of-
ficial Ballot Box. And, of course, he will reveal to Mem-
bers that the Ballot Box is empty. [pause]

Now the Serjeant will collect the Ballots which
will be tallied by the Honourable First and Third Offi-
cial Members.

Hon. Donavon W. F. Ebanks: [reading out the Bal-
lots]: Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP;
Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms
Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna
M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M.
Moyle, JP; Miss Deborah |. Ebanks; Ms Edna M.
Moyle, JP; Ms Edna M. Moyle, JP.; Miss Deborah I.
Ebanks; Miss Deborah I. Ebanks.

Results of the Ballot

The Chairman: The results of the Balloting: eleven
votes, Ms. Edna Moyle, JP; three votes, Miss Deborah
I. Ebanks.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle, JP, is therefore the new
Speaker of the Honourable House.
[Applause]
The Clerk: The Father of the House will now escort
the Honourable Speaker to her Chambers where she
will be administered the Oath by His Excellency the
Governor.
[Cheers and applause]
The Clerk: May | ask you to remain seated please?

Proceedings suspended at 11.04 am

Proceedings resumed at 11.11 am

[Hon. Edna M. Moyle, Speaker, in the Chair]

The Speaker: Please be seated. The Legislature of
the Cayman Islands is in session.

Before | proceed to the order of business, | crave
the indulgence of this Honourable House to say a few
words.

It is truly a privilege for me to take the Chair as
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly on this momen-
tous occasion. | do so with much gratitude and great
pride, fully cognisant of the tremendous responsibility
and authority that this position holds.

The Office of Speaker is an ancient and honour-
able one steeped in tradition and convention. It is an
intricate feature of our system of governance; and the
proper exercise of the functions of this office is criti-
cally important not only to the operations of the Legis-
lative Assembly but, ultimately, to democracy itself. It
is an awesome responsibility and a position of trust. It
is the duty of the Speaker to ensure that there is fair-
ness, decorum and decency in the Legislative As-
sembly and that democracy flourishes.

Democracy is not just about majority rule, it is
also about minority rights. Certainly, it is the duty of
the Speaker to facilitate the work of the Government
and to ensure that the business of the House gets
done in an efficient manner. But, importantly, it is also
the duty of the Speaker to protect the rights of the mi-
nority and to insist that the voice of the Opposition in
the House is not stifled. Adequate opportunity must be
given to Members of the Opposition to make their
points as forcefully as they deem fit within the bounds
of common decency and parliamentary decorum.

Likewise, it is the duty of the Speaker to ensure
that the Opposition is not handicapped or placed at a
disadvantage because of the abuse of the provision
which permits the Government to suspend Standing
Orders and railroad through legislation without ade-
guate notice. | take a very dim view of the practice
which has grown up in this House of generally ignor-
ing the requirement that Bills must be published at
least twenty-one days before they come to House for
debate and passage. | strongly encourage the new
Government today to be more organised than its
predecessors and endeavour to adhere to the notice
requirements.

The suspension of Standing Orders is intended to
be the exception and ought not to be the rule. | also
intend to prepare and publish a calendar of the regular
meetings of the Legislative Assembly so that every-
one—legislators and the public at large—uwill be aware
in advance of the dates of meetings and can plan their
lives accordingly.

This is the start of my fourth term as an Elected
Member of this Honourable House. Prior to that, |
served eight years in this House as Deputy Clerk, and
five years as Deputy Speaker of this Legislative As-
sembly. | have attended numerous parliamentary con-
ferences and | do understand the tremendous impor-
tance of this position and the need for the Speaker not
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just to be fair, but to be perceived as fair by both sides
of this House. | give this House and this country my
solemn undertaking that | will discharge my duties
diligently, firmly and fairly.

As has been previously announced by the Leader
of Government Business, this is an interim appoint-
ment. It is the intention of the Government and myself
that | shall hold this office only until the completion of
the Constitutional Modernisation process and that the
new Constitution will provide that the Speaker must be
elected from outside the membership of this House.

Regrettably, | must respond to an allegation
made publicly by the Honourable Leader of the Oppo-
sition that the PPM [People's Progressive Movement]
has already broken a campaign promise by my elec-
tion to the Office of Speaker. It has been said that the
PPM campaigned on the basis that it would appoint a
speaker from outside the membership of the House,
and that this was one of the key planks of our mani-
festo. The Government can speak for itself; but | feel |
must address this issue as it relates to me personally
and affects my credibility and my ability to discharge
the duties of this office fairly and honourably.

We did not campaign on that basis and no such
promise appears in our manifesto. What we have said
is that the new Constitution should provide that the
Speaker come from outside the membership of the
House. This view we still maintain. However, the pre-
sent Constitution permits the election of the Speaker
both from within the elected membership of the House
and from outside.

In anticipation of the new Constitution, an impor-
tant part of my functions and duties over the course of
this interim appointment will be to modernise the par-
liamentary practices within the House, to revise the
Standing Orders, and to achieve autonomy for the
Office of Speaker by separating it from the Portfolio of
Internal and External Affairs. These are all important
prerequisites to a modern Constitution and a modern
Legislature. The achievement of these objectives re-
quires someone with considerable experience and
knowledge of these matters, and | feel | fit this position
very well.

The Members of the House must be able to trust
the Speaker to perform these important duties compe-
tently and fairly. In the present circumstances my col-
leagues have reposed their trust in me to discharge
the functions of this important office, and | am deeply
appreciative of their confidence in me. | will not breach
that trust.

This country at this time needs healing and na-
tional unity. | pray for it each day. | am delighted
therefore that Mr. Cline Glidden, the Third Elected
Member for West Bay, has accepted my invitation to
be the new Deputy Speaker of this House. Notwith-
standing the heated election campaign and the results
of the Election, | believe it is important that all districts
in these Islands are recognised and accorded respect
in this House. Mr. Cline Glidden has proven over the
course of the last term to be a capable Deputy

Speaker, and | look forward to working with him over
the coming months.

| wish to close by thanking Almighty God, my
family and colleagues for their support, and the people
of North Side for returning me for a fourth consecutive
term by the largest majority ever. | will serve you as |
have always done with humility and commitment. |
have an undertaking from the Government that the
district's agenda | have prepared will be addressed,
and | have every confidence that North Side will re-
ceive its fair share of Government’'s resources and
attention. It is my intention to meet with the Leader of
Government Business monthly to ensure that the pro-
grammes for the district of North Side are being taken
care of.

| wish God's richest blessing on our people and
on this beloved country of ours—these Cayman Is-
lands we all so dearly love and cherish.

Thank you.

[Applause]

NOMINATIONS FOR THE ELECTION
OF DEPUTY SPEAKER

The Speaker: We shall proceed with the Order of
Business for this Honourable House.

| now call for the nomination of the Deputy
Speaker. The Floor is open [for nominations].

| recognise the First Elected Member for the dis-
trict of George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker,
and, once again, congratulations to you.

| beg to nominate Mr. Cline Glidden Jr. to be the
Deputy Speaker.

The Speaker: | recognise Mr. W. McKeeva Bush,
First Elected Member for the district of West Bay.

Mr. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to second the nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations for
the position of Deputy Speaker?

If not | will ask the Third Elected Member for the
district of West Bay, Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr., do you
accept the nomination to serve as Deputy Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly?

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr: Madam Speaker, | am hon-
oured to accept that nomination.

[Applause from the gallery]
DECLARATION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER

The Speaker: | now declare the Third Elected Mem-
ber for the district of West Bay, Mr. Cline A. Glidden,
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Jr., to be the Deputy Speaker of this Honourable
House.

The Clerk: Nomination and election of five Ministers
to Cabinet.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF
FIVE MINISTERS TO CABINET

The Speaker: The next item is nomination and elec-
tion of five Ministers to Cabinet.

The procedure for this item is laid down under
section 5 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands,
and under Standing Order 5 of the Orders of the
House which govern the proceedings. The Chair pro-
poses, subject to their being no objection from Mem-
bers, to appoint the Temporary First Official Member
and the Third Official Member as scrutineers for the
Ballot.

Honourable Members, before | call for nomi-
nations to the Cabinet, | crave the indulgence of
members of the public gallery.

| am aware that the General Election, the out-
come of which we witnessed on the 11" of this month,
is being eagerly celebrated. The results of this elec-
tion are also eagerly awaited (that is, the election of
the five Ministers to Cabinet). However, | must ask
that everyone refrain from any comments, sounds or
other expressions of jubilation or disappointment. |
caution you that this is a very serious matter, and the
process can be more fluid if members of the general
public desist from any manner of audible expression. |
can assure you that at the appropriate time an oppor-
tunity will be given for you to manifest your agree-
ment.

| shall now call for nominations to the [Cabinet]
by voice. Each nomination will require a Mover and a
Seconder. | should say at this time that the names of
Honourable Members will be used rather than dis-
tricts. Members are aware that normally in this Hon-
ourable House you are referred to by districts, for ex-
ample, as “the First Elected Member for George
Town,” or “the Second” or “the Third”. However, on
this occasion, for clarity we will refer to Members by
name for clarity. This will avoid any misunderstanding
by the general public.

The Floor is now open for nomination for
Members to the Cabinet.

| recognise Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly,
the First Elected Member for the district of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

It gives me great pleasure to nominate my
friend and colleague, Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell.

The Speaker: Mr. McKeeva Bush, First Elected
Member for the district of West Bay.

Mr. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to second the nomination.

The Speaker: Mr. Moses Kirkconnell, do you accept
the nomination?

Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell: Madam Speaker, | have to
decline.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?
Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell.

Mr. Moses |. Kirkconnell: Madam Speaker, | beg to
nominate Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts.

The Speaker: Is there a Seconder?
Mr. V. Arden Mclean for the district of East
End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
| beg to second the nomination.

The Speaker: Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts, do you accept the
nomination?

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
certainly am pleased to accept that nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?
| recognise Mr. Charles E. Clifford, from the
district of Bodden Town.

Mr. Charles E. Clifford: Madam Speaker, | beg to
nominate Mr. Vincent Arden McLean.

The Speaker: Do we have a Seconder?
Mr. Anthony S. Eden from the district of Bod-
den Town.

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: Madam Speaker, | would like
to second that nomination.

The Speaker: Mr. V. Arden McLean, do you accept
the nomination?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | am hon-
oured to accept the nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?
| recognise Miss Lucille D. Seymour from the dis-
trict of George Town.

Miss Lucille D. Seymour: Madam Speaker, | beg to
nominate Mr. Alden McLaughlin.

The Speaker: Do we have a Seconder?
| recognise Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts of George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | am pleased
to second the nomination.
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The Speaker: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr., do you
accept the nomination?

Mr Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr: Madam Speaker, | de-
lighted to accept the nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?
| recognise Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden of the
district of Bodden Town.

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | beg to nominate Mr. Anthony S. Eden.

The Speaker: Do we have a Seconder?
| recognise Mr. V. Arden McLean of the district of
East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | am hon-
oured to second the nomination of Mr. Anthony S.
Eden.

The Speaker: Mr. Eden, do you accept the nomina-
tion?

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: Yes, Madam Speaker, | ac-
cept the nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?
| recognise Mr. W. Alfonso Wright from the dis-
trict of George Town.

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright: Madam Speaker, | beg to
nominate Mr. Charles E. Clifford.

The Speaker: Do we have a Seconder?

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr; Madam Speaker, |
beg to second the nomination.

The Speaker: Mr. Charles E. Clifford, do you accept
the nomination?

Mr. Charles E. Clifford: Madam Speaker, | am hon-
oured to accept the nomination.

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?

If there are no further nominations | must in-
form this Honourable House that all Members have
accepted other than Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell, who
declined. | do not think it is necessary to prepare a
Ballot Box in this instance, so | declare, Mr. D. Kurt
Tibbetts, Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr., Mr. Anthony
S. Eden, Mr. Charles E. Clifford and Mr. V. Arden
McLean, the five Ministers of Cabinet who were duly
nominated, seconded and | now invite them to take
their seats.

[Applause]

Motion to Suspend Proceedings to Await the Arri-

val of His Excellency the Governor to Present the

Instruments of Appointment to the Leader of Gov-

ernment Business and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable [Temporary]
First Official Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I move that this Honourable House do sus-
pend proceedings to await the arrival of His Excel-
lency the Governor.

The Speaker: The question is that this Honourable
House do suspend proceedings to await the arrival of
His Excellency, Mr. Bruce H. Dinwiddy, CMG, Gover-
nor of the Cayman Islands, to present the instruments
of appointment to the Leader of Government Busi-
ness and the Leader of the Opposition.

All Those in favour please say Aye. Those
against No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

This Honourable House will suspend to await
the arrival of His Excellency the Governor, but | would
ask that you remain in your seats.

Agreed: House Suspends to await the arrival of
His Excellency the Governor.

The Clerk: You may be seated.
Proceedings suspended at 11.32 am
Proceedings resumed at 11.38 am
PROCESSION

The Serjeant-At-Arms
The Honourable Speaker
His Excellency the Governor
Aide de Campe

INVITATION BY
THE HONOURABLE SPEAKER

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

| now invite His Excellency the Governor to
present the Instruments of Appointment to the Leader
of Government Business and the Leader of the Op-
position.

The Clerk: Presentation of Instruments of Appoint-
ment of Leader of Government Business and Leader
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of the Opposition by His Excellency Mr. Bruce H. Din-
widdy, CMG.

APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

His Excellency the Governor: To the Honourable
Darwin Kurt Tibbetts, JP, in exercise of the powers
conferred upon me by subsection 1 of section 5A of
the Cayman Islands Constitution Orders 1972 to
2003, and of all other powers in that regard enabling,
I, Bruce H. Dinwiddy, CMG, Governor of the Cayman
Islands, do hereby, by this instrument given under my
hand and the public seal, appoint you the Honourable
Darwin Kurt Tibbetts, JP, to be the Leader of Gov-
ernment Business with effect from the 18" day of May
2005.

[Applause]
APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

His Excellency the Governor: To the Honourable
William McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, in exercise of the
powers conferred upon me by subsection 1 of section
24A of the Cayman Islands Constitution Orders 1972
to 2003, and of all other powers in that regard ena-
bling, I, Bruce H. Dinwiddy, CMG, Governor of the
Cayman Islands, do hereby, by this instrument given
under my hand and the public seal, appoint you the
Honourable William McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, to be
the Leader of Opposition with effect from the 18" day
of May 2005.

[Applause]
Suspension of Proceedings
The Speaker: Please be seated.

The Opposition will take their seats. | would
like to congratulate the Honourable Leader of Gov-
ernment Business and the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition on your appointments and as Speaker |
look forward to working with both of you.

At this time | propose to take a suspension of
fifteen minutes. All those in favour, please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: House Suspended for Fifteen Minutes.

Proceedings suspended at 11.42 am

Proceedings resumed at 12.04 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

The Clerk: Nominations and election of Members to
the Standing Public Accounts Committee.

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO
THE STANDING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

The Speaker: The next order of business is nhomina-
tion of Members to the Standing Public Accounts
Committee. This is a Standing Committee that exists
under Standing Order 77; therefore there is no need
for a motion to establish the Committee.

First of all, I will ask the Honourable Tempo-
rary First Official Member to read the terms of refer-
ence of the Standing Public Accounts Committee.
However, before | call on the Honourable Temporary
First Official Member, | would like to recognise Mr.
Donovan W. F. Ebanks, as it appears on the program
it would have been Mr. Colin Ross filling in today.

The Honourable Temporary First Official
Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Let me first of all, as a North Sider at heart if
no longer by residence, take the opportunity to con-
gratulate you on your appointment today. You are
eminently suited and qualified for this role and it is
most fitting that you have finally attained it. | am sure
you will do North Side and, indeed, the Cayman Is-
lands extremely proud.

Standing Order 77 deals with the terms of ref-
erence for the Public Accounts Committee. It reads as
follows: “77. (1) There shall be a standing select
committee, to be styled the Public Accounts
Committee, to consider reports of the Auditor
General—

"(a)on the accounts of the Government;

"(b)on such other accounts required to be
laid before the House as the committee
may think fit; and

"(c)on any matter incidental to the perform-
ance of his duties or the exercise of his
powers as the committee may think fit.

“(2) The Public Accounts Committee shall be
nominated by the House at the beginning of a new
session following a general election and shall
consist of five elected Members. The quorum shall
be three Members, including the chairman.

“(3) Upon its receipt by the Presiding Officer, a
report mentioned in paragraph (1) shall be deemed
to have been referred by the House to the Public
Accounts Committee for consideration and shall
forthwith be distributed on a confidential basis to
all Members.”

Madam Speaker, that covers the terms of ref-
erence. There are other sections pertaining to the op-
erational side, but what | have read effectively covers
the terms of reference.
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Temporary
First Official Member.

At this time | will call for nominations to the
Standing Public Accounts Committee. The committee
is comprised of five Members.

| recognise the First Elected Member [for
West Bay], the Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. W. McKeeva Bush.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I move to nominate the Second Elected
Member from West Bay, Mr. Rolston M. Anglin, to be
Chairman.

The Speaker: Honourable leader of the Opposition, |
accept your nomination. However, if we refer to
Standing Orders, the Speaker has the right to put in
place a Chairman and, if not, then the Committee
would do it. Therefore, | accept the nomination of Mr.
Rolston M. Anglin, the Second Elected Member [for
West Bay], to serve as a Member of the Committee.
Could we have a Seconder please?

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr: Madam Speaker, | beg to
second the nomination.

The Speaker: Mr. Anglin, do you accept the nomina-
tion to serve as a Member of the Public Accounts
Committee?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, | would be
honoured to accept that nomination.

The Speaker: Thank you. Are there any further
nominations?

| recognise Honourable Alden M. McLaughlin,
Jr., the Second Elected Member for the district of
George Town.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, |
have a number of persons to nominate on behalf of
the Government to this important committee. If | could
have a moment to explain to the Honourable House
and the public, the basis on which these nominations
are being made.

The Speaker: Go ahead.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker,
before and during the campaign, we spoke about the
importance of the Public Accounts Committee as a
watchdog of the Government's finances. We have
repeatedly made the case that in order for the Oppo-
sition to carry out its important function as a check
and balance on the Executive, it is important that they
have the ability to scrutinise Government accounts
and to report to this Honourable House in due course
on the state of those accounts.

We intend to honour that campaign promise
and our proposal will be that in relation to the ac-
counts of this Government that the Opposition will
have control of Public Accounts Committee and will
also chair that committee.

Madam Speaker, we do have some unfin-
ished business in relation to the outgoing Govern-
ment’s accounts. The most recent Report of the Audi-
tor General on the Financial Statements of the Gov-
ernment of the Cayman Islands is for the six month
period ended 30 June 2003. So there are outstanding
reports for 2003 to 2004, and 2004 to present.

| am careful to say that that observation is not
intended as a criticism of the work of the past Public
Accounts Committee at all, it simply takes time to
have these matters concluded.

The work in relation to the accounts of this
Government just sworn in would not commence until
the end of the next fiscal year, which is 30 June 2006.
It would therefore be improper, in our view, for the
Public Accounts Committee (which is nominated and
elected today) to comprise a majority of Members of
the outgoing Government because that would require
them to scrutinise their own accounts and to present
to this Honourable House a report based on that scru-
tiny.

So, the Members nominated today by the
Government will include two Members of the Opposi-
tion, three Members of the Government Bench, and
the Committee will be chaired by a Government Back
Bench Member until the reports are concluded in rela-
tion to the periods of 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2004 and
1 July 2004 to present.

It is the intention of this Government to en-
courage the Public Accounts Committee to complete
its work on the past Government’s accounts within the
course of the next twelve months in good time to be
able to hand over the reigns of the Public Accounts
Committee to the Opposition, so that they can carry
out their critical important function of acting as a
watchdog on the accounts of this Government.

So with those words of explanation | propose,
on behalf of the Government, the following Members
to be nominated to the Standing Public Accounts
Committee: Mr. Oshourne Bodden (and it is proposed
that he be the Chairman); Mr. Alfonso Wright; Mr.
Rolston Anglin; Mr. Cline Glidden Jr. and Mr. Moses
Kirkconnell.

Mr. Rolston Anglin has already been duly
nominated and seconded so | need only proceed with
the nomination in relation to the other four, and | so
move.

The Speaker: Do the nominees, Mr. Cline Glidden
Jr., Mr. Osbourne Bodden, Mr. Moses Kirkconnell and
Mr. Alfonso Wright accept the nomination to serve on
the Public Accounts Committee?

Are there any further nominations?
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| did ask if they accepted the nomination and
they all said yes. As it came from a Government Min-
ister, it does not have to be seconded.

DECLARATION OF MEMBERS OF
STANDING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

The Speaker: There being no further nominations, |
declare the following as Members of the Standing
Public Accounts Committee:

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden
Mr. W. Alfonso Wright
Mr. Moses |. Kirkconnell
Mr. Rolston M. Anglin
Mr. Cline A. Glidden Jr.

aogrwONE

In accordance with the provisions of Standing
Order 72 | nominate Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden to be
the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.

The Clerk: Nominations and election of Members to
the Standing Register of Interests Committee.

The Speaker: Before | go on to that item, Mr. Rolston
M. Anglin caught my eye with a question.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
By way of clarity in regard to the explanation
that the Honourable Minister just provided to the
House, is it then suggested that any special reports
that the Auditor General may carry out within this
twelve months that have to do with activities that took
place under the new Government, that those would
be left until the Opposition takes the Chairmanship?

The Speaker: Yes, that is my understanding.
Honourable Minister?

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, |
do not want to get into the details of which reports are
outstanding and which are not because | have not
been apprised of all of those. What | can assure the—

[Inaudible interjection]

The Speaker: Honourable Minister if you would take
your seat, | will explain what | understand from the
guestion coming from the Member of the Opposition.

If, within the first twelve months before we are
able to deal with the outgoing Government’s account,
there is a Special Report on the new Government, will
that report be left for the new Public Accounts Com-
mittee to deal with?

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Absolutely, Madam
Speaker. | am sorry, | did not understand the question
that way.

Our view and position is that the Public Ac-
counts Committee should be under control of the Op-

position in relation to the scrutiny of this Govern-
ment’s accounts and activities.

The Clerk: Nominations for election of Members to
the Standing Register of Interests Committee.

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF MEMBERS
TO THE STANDING REGISTER OF
INTERESTS COMMITTEE

The Speaker: The next order of business is the
nomination of Members to the Standing Register of
Interest Committee. This is a Standing Committee
that exists under Standing Order 76; therefore there is
no need for a motion to establish the Committee.

First | would like to ask the Honourable Tem-
porary First Official Member to read the terms of ref-
erence of the Standing Register of Interest Commit-
tee.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: The terms of reference
for the Standing Register of Interest Committee are as
follows. For the sake of clarity it is covered under
Standing Order 76. “76. (1) There shall be a stand-
ing select committee to be styled the Register of
Interests Committee for the consideration of mat-
ters relating to the Register of Interests referred to
it by the Registrar of Interests.

“(2) The Committee shall consist of nine
Members including the Chairman all of whom shall
be nominated by the House at the beginning of a
new session following a General Election.

“(3) The quorum of the committee shall be
five Members including the chairman.

“(4) There shall be a Registrar of Interests
who shall keep a Register of Interests in accor-
dance with the Register of Interests Law, 1996.”

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

| shall now take nominations for the Standing
Register of Interests Committee. The Committee com-
prises nine Members.

| recognise the Honourable Anthony Eden.

Hon. Anthony S. Eden: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| beg to nominate the following Honourable
Members for election to the Standing Register of In-
terests Committee: Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks; Mr.
Cline Glidden, Jr., Mr. Rolston Anglin, Mr. McKeeva
Bush, OBE, JP, Mr. Moses Kirkconnell, Miss Lucille
Seymour, Mr. Alfonso Wright, Mr. Osbourne Bodden,
Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly, JP, and | request
that she be appointed Chairman.

The Speaker: Do the nominees, as read out by the
Honourable Anthony Eden, accept the nomination?
There being no further nominations, | declare the
following persons Members of the Standing Register
of Interests Committee.
1. Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly
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Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright

Miss Lucille D. Seymour, BEM
Mr. Moses I. Kirkconnell

Mr. W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP
Mr. Rolston M. Anglin

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.

Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks

CoNoA~WN

In accordance with the provisions of Standing Or-
der 72 | nominate Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly
to be the Chairman of the Committee.

Do you accept?

Mrs. Juliana O'Connor-Connolly: | willingly accept,
Madam Speaker.
Madam Clerk, the next order of business.

The Clerk: Government Motion No.1: Appointment of
the Standing Business Committee.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
MOTIONS

Government Motion No. 1
Appointment of the Standing Business Committee

The Speaker: The Honourable Temporary First Offi-
cial Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Government Motion No. 1 reads as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order 79, this
House appoints a Standing Business Committee
charged with deciding the order of business of the
House and, in particular —

(@) to consider the Business Papers of the
House;

(b) to decide and inform the Clerk the order
in which Private Members’ Motions are
to be debated on;

(c) to decide and to inform the Clerk two
clear days before a Question Day the
guestions to be put down for reply on
the Order Paper for that Question Day;

(d) to provide aready means of consultation
between Members who are not Members
of the Cabinet, and the Leader of Gov-
ernment Business, the Leader of the
Opposition, the Presiding Officer and the
Clerk;

(e) to select a Member to read Prayers on
each day of a Meeting of the House other
than the State Opening Meeting;

(f) to inform the Clerk the order in which
Bills shall be set down upon the Order
Paper;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the Standing Business Committee shall comprise
five Elected Members;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the quorum for the Committee shall be three
Members of the Committee including the Chair-
man and that the Committee shall meet at such
times as called by the Chairman.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

The question is that Government Motion No. 1
be accepted. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Government Motion No. 1 passed.

The Speaker: | will now call for nomination to the
Standing Business Committee. Five Members com-
prise the membership of this Committee.

| recognise Mr. Charles Clifford.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Madam Speaker, | beg to
nominate the following Members for election to the
Standing Business Committee:

Honourable D. Kurt Tibbetts, JP,
Honourable Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.
Honourable W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP
Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly
Honourable V. Arden McLean

agrwNE

Declaration

The Speaker: Are there any further nominations?

If there are no further nominations | declare
the following Members to be the Members of the
Standing Business Committee. Honourable D. Kurt
Tibbetts; Honourable Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.; Hon-
ourable W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP; Honourable Ar-
den McLean and Mrs. Juliana O’'Connor-Connolly.

Do those Members accept the nomination?

In accordance with the provisions of Standing
Order 72, | nominate the Honourable D. Kurt Tibbetts
to be the Chairman of the Standing Business Commit-
tee.

The Clerk: Government Motion No. 2, Appointment of
the Standing House Committee.
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Government Motion No. 2
Appointment of Standing House Committee

The Speaker: The next order of business, Govern-
ment Motion No. 2. | call on the Honourable Tempo-
rary First Official Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Thank You, Madam
Speaker. Government Motion No. 2 for the appoint-
ment of the Standing House Committee reads:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order 79, this
House appoints a Standing House Committee
charged with the duty to make recommendations
to the House in respect of —

(a) matters affecting the working conditions,
comfort and facilities for Members during
Meetings of the House;

(b) matters affecting the working conditions,
comfort and facilities for the officers of the
House;

(c) the operation and maintenance of the li-
brary of the House and the provision of re-
search facilities;

(d) the maintenance, upkeep, furnishing and
equipment of the Legislative building and
its precincts;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the Standing House Committee shall comprise five
Elected Members, one of whom shall be elected by
the Members of the Committee as Chairman and
one as Deputy Chairman;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the quorum for the Committee shall be three
Members of the Committee including the Chair-
man or the Deputy Chairman.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Government Motion No. 2 has been duly
moved. The question is that the Motion of the terms of
reference of the Standing House Committee be ac-
cepted. All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Government Motion No. 2 passed.
The Speaker: | will now call for nomination for the
Standing House Committee. Five Members comprise
the membership of this Committee.
| recognise Hon. Charles Clifford.
Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Madam Speaker, | beg to

nominate the following Members for election to the
Standing House Committee:

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright

Miss Lucille D. Seymour, BEM

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden

Honourable W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP
Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks

agrwONE

Declaration

The Speaker: Are there other nomination?

If there are no further nominations the ques-
tion is, do the nominees; Mr. Alfonso Wright; Miss
Lucille Seymour; Mr. Osbourne Bodden; Honourable
W. McKeeva Bush; and Capt. Eugene Ebanks accept
the nomination?

There being no further nominations | declare
the following Members to be the Members of the
Standing House Committee: Mr. Alfonso Wright; Miss
Lucille Seymour; Mr. Osbourne Bodden; Honourable
W. McKeeva Bush; and Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks.

In accordance with the provisions of Standing
Order 72 | nominate Mr. Alfonso Wright to be the
Chairman of the Standing House Committee.

Madam Clerk, the next item.

The Clerk: Government Motion No. 3, Appointment of
the Standing Select Committee on Privileges.

Government Motion No. 3

Appointment of the Standing Select Committee on
Privileges

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Temporary
First Official Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Government Motion
No. 3 with the Appointment of the Standing Select
Committee on Privileges.

WHEREAS Standing Order 79 provides
that this Honourable House may appoint other
standing select committees as required from
among its Members;

AND WHEREAS on the 19" day of March
1998 this Honourable House established the
Standing Select Committee on Privileges by way
of Private Member’s Motion No. 3/98;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT, in
accordance with the provisions of Standing Order
79, this House appoints a Standing Select Com-
mittee of Privileges to consider and report to the
House on any matter affecting the privileges of
this Honourable House;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the Committee comprise all Honourable Members
of this Legislative Assembly, the Chairman being
elected from among the Committee Members;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the Committee shall elect a Deputy Chairman from
among the Committee Members who shall act as
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Chairman of the Committee during the absence of
the Chairman;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT
the Legislative Assembly amend Standing Orders
and the Legislative Assembly (Immunities, Powers
and Privileges) Law (24 of 1965) (1996 Revision)
where necessary, in compliance with section 45 of
the Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order, to ad-
dress all matters regarding parliamentary privi-
leges at the earliest convenience.

Finally, Madam Speaker, | would respectfully
recommend that you Chair this Committee.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

The question is that Government Motion No. 3
be accepted and that the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly be the Chairman of that Committee, be ac-
cepted and passed. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Government Motion No. 3 passed.

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to move the adjournment of
this Honourable House. When he has moved the ad-
journment, | will allow each Member a ten minute pe-
riod to make a brief statement seeing we have just
come out of a General Election and taken our seats in
the Legislative Assembly.

The Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | move the
adjournment of this Honourable House sine die.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker,
for allowing Members to say a few words on conclu-
sion of this Meeting.

Let me first of all, offer sincere congratulations
to you, Madam Speaker, on your appointment, even
though it is intended to be an interim measure. While
the Opposition has chimed on broken promises, the
fact is, not only was it the correct decision but it was
the right thing to do. | am confident that your relatively
short stay in the Chair will allow for the necessary leg-
islative and administrative reforms to be achieved and
also give us time to identify and train an individual
from outside the Elected Membership of this Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The country must understand we have not
changed our position, in fact, quite the contrary. We

will ensure that a new Constitution approved by the
people of this country includes provisions for the ap-
pointment of the Speaker to be made of individuals
who are not Elected Members of the Legislative As-
sembly.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the People's
Progressive Movement [PPM] and the vast majority of
the people who we now represent, | stand before you
willing and ready to perform my duties as Leader of
Government Business.

| wish to sincerely thank everyone for the re-
sounding vote of confidence they have expressed in
me personally and in the PPM’s team of Ministers and
Members of the Legislative Assembly who will con-
duct the Government’s business in an efficient and
effective manner.

| pledge before God, all of my elected col-
leagues, and the people of these Islands, that | shall
do all within my power to uphold the rules and regula-
tions of this Honourable Chamber and to renew the
sacred trust between the elected representatives and
the people who elected them.

Let me quickly reiterate the messages ex-
pounded throughout the recently completed campaign
and which are enshrined in our PPM Manifesto. We
shall always keep our eyes on our vision for this na-
tion and we will relentlessly pursue the national issues
identified by the people of the Cayman Islands. Within
recent years the Cayman Islands as a nation has
reached a level of political maturity which we hope will
avoid the mistakes of the past.

We now have a government with a national
vision, with a philosophy and culture that were devel-
oped by the people themselves. Then on 11 May
2005 we were given a mandate to start the process of
translating that vision into reality. We shall therefore
implement our policy of inclusion and ensure that
there is equal opportunity for all the people of these
Islands to access and enjoy the many benefits that
are derived from working and living here.

This applies, Madam Speaker, to the people
of North Side, East End, Bodden Town, George Town,
West Bay and Cayman Brac and Little Cayman with-
out exception. It includes citizens who are Caymanian
born as well as what we call the ‘New Caymanians’. It
relates to ordinary Caymanians as well as those who
we may call affluent. It transcends age as well as
gender and it is especially includes the young people
of these Cayman Islands.

Madam Speaker, | wish to personally assure
the people of the district of North Side—your district—
that they need not have any misgivings about the level
of representation which they will receive. They know
you well, and they know that our agenda for the east-
ern districts will be pursued vigorously. | know that
you will stand for nothing less.

Cayman Brac and Little Cayman have one of
their representatives who have joined the team. Pre-
liminary discussions indicate exciting times ahead in
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. As the Minister who
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will have responsibility for district administration, | will
be visiting monthly and | give my pledge to work
closely with both of the elected representatives and
the District Commissioner and his staff.

| want to assure the good people of the district
of West Bay who exercised their right to vote for the
individual or party of their choice on 11 May 2005, that
they will not be forgotten or neglected even though
they may not have a PPM representative in the Legis-
lative Assembly. They will indeed form part of our na-
tional agenda, notwithstanding the fact that their rep-
resentatives are in the Opposition. | give every assur-
ance that we will work closely with the representatives
from West Bay to meet the needs of their constituents.

As is our custom, we will not be distracted by
rumours and unfounded accusations, but it would be
remiss of me if | did not take this opportunity at the
beginning of our first term in office, before the dust is
settled, to assure the nation that there will be no witch
hunt under my leadership in the Cayman Islands.
There is no time for that.

Madam Speaker, rumours also abound about
our position on the now infamous status issue. From
the very beginning we argued against the process
because we were convinced then, as we are now, that
the process itself was wrong. Not only was it not fair to
the Caymanian people, but it was also very unfair to
the many long-term residents who were not consid-
ered at that time. There is a new Immigration Law in
place now and the process is established for their
natural integration in to the Caymanian Society. We
do not believe that Cabinet should have the ability to
grant irrevocable status en masse and we are going to
move swiftly to amend the legislation to correct that.

Throughout the campaign our opposition
made claims in certain quarters that if people voted for
the PPM—and for me in particular—their status was
going to be taken away and they would be sent back
home. Nothing could be further from the truth. The
PPM is an organisation of inclusion. Decent law-
abiding residents who continue to help us to build this
country will be embraced. All we say is that our Cay-
manian people must share in the rewards and we are
going to do everything that we possibly can as a gov-
ernment to prepare them to that end. Thank God, not
many people listened to the campaign propaganda.
Here in George Town the four PPM candidates led
every one of the 13 ballot boxes when the votes were
counted. This included the postal ballots.

The residents and the citizens of this country
know me. They know what | stand for and they know
what | will and will not do. They have proven that con-
sistently in the past three elections. It is interesting to
note ... and | was really pondering whether | should
say this but | was not really instructed but | was en-
couraged to do so, Madam Speaker . . . But it is inter-
esting to note that in those three elections, in the dis-
trict of George Town | led every ballot box in the
counting. That means the voters from all quarters had
confidence in Kurt Tibbetts. All these were very hum-

bling experiences for me. | now call on all of those
people to assist in dispelling those unfounded ru-
mours. They know that | would never participate in
creating division in this country. You know what |
know? The people who make up these three Islands
are well aware of what is right and what is wrong.
They only want what is fair and what is just. This Ad-
ministration is going to deliver that.

| want to assure the private sector that we
recognise the economy as the engine of our society.
We shall therefore give maximum support to our major
industries—tourism and financial services—and all the
ancillary services that are related to them. We also
value highly the role of the public sector as the admin-
istrative branch of government. Without the expertise
and commitment of our civil servants the conditions
for economic growth and the social wellbeing of our
nation would not be possible. | wish to assure our
many civil servants today, that the new administra-
tion—the PPM administration—will respect their right
to carry out their duties in a non-partisan and profes-
sional manner.

Indeed, the Government would welcome a
closer working relationship with both the private and
the public sectors. We shall, in a matter of weeks if
not days, make the first move towards establishing a
social partnership within which fundamental issues
can be discussed and addressed in an environment
that is conducive to cooperation rather than conflict.

In keeping with the principle of continuity, the
new administration will respect those legitimate and
bona fide agreements reached by the outgoing ad-
ministration. Hence there will be no indiscriminate
closing down of projects just for the sake of asserting
our authority.

| want to close by stressing that this Govern-
ment will be a government of reconciliation and unity.
It will be a government of openness and transparency.
It will be a government of laws, of rules and regula-
tions. It will be a government of justice and fair play.
When necessary it will be firm but fair. It will be a gov-
ernment of consultation and participation. It will be a
government of the people, by the people and for the
people. All this is part of the new culture of govern-
ance that we have highlighted in our manifesto and
we have explained throughout the campaign.

We have chosen to be this sort of govern-
ment, not just because we, the Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly, say so, but because the people of
this country have told us that this is the kind of gov-
ernment they want. Indeed, any observer of political
development in the Cayman lIslands in recent months
would have noticed that there has been a fundamental
change in the climate of public opinion. That change is
best summed up in the following passage from a book
called Your Right to Know. With your permission |
guote: “Openness is fundamental to the political
health of any nation state. Unnecessary secrecy in
government leads to arrogance, bad governance
and defective decision making. The perception of
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excessive secrecy has become a corrosive influ-
ence in the decline of public confidence in gov-
ernment. Moreover the climate of public opinion
has changed. People expect much greater open-
ness and accountability from government than
they used to.”

In conclusion, | wish to thank you sincerely once
again. | wish to thank all the Members of this Legisla-
tive Assembly, all the voters in all the districts of the
Cayman Islands and those who have worked in the
electoral process, our law enforcement and security
officers. | also would like to thank the many volunteers
who have worked like titans throughout the campaign
and all of those who have contributed in one way or
another to the historic elections which took place on
11 May 2005.

We ask God’s guidance and wisdom and we ask
for your continued support as we carry out our as-
sessments and prepare for the challenge of imple-
menting our manifesto and putting the Cayman Is-
lands back on its feet again.

May God bless us all, Madam Speaker, and
may God richly bless these Cayman Islands.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Mr. McKeeva Bush.

Hon W McKeeva Bush: Thank you very much
Madam Speaker.

Last week Wednesday was both heartening
and humbling. | believe that there is a God, a Superior
Being; one that has guided me throughout my 50
years of life and has blessed my endeavours. God
does all things right. It is heartening because this
good country of ours held another successful and
peaceful exercise in democracy, where people went to
the polls and exercised the freedom to select those
who will lead us over the next four years; a freedom
that many in the world are routinely denied and one
where we exercise the kind of character that makes
the people who live here in these three small Islands
so special and still so admired in this world in which
we live. Yes, last week was both heartening and hum-
bling.

Madam Speaker, | do not intend to spend my
time reflecting on the past and wishing that things
were different, but stand in this Honourable House
with the conviction that my work and the work of my
colleagues will show us to be truly loyal members of
the Opposition. | believe that is what this country
wants.

Last week Wednesday in my constituency in
West Bay and in the constituency of Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman backed by friends, neighbours,
teachers and drivers, clerks, constructions workers,
ordinary men and women, the Democratic United
Party received the greatest message and the greatest
gift of all—a renewal of their trust in us to represent
them.

By backing all four of our West Bay members
and Mrs. O’Connor-Connolly, these people told us to
continue that journey which we had begun; to con-
tinue putting our country on a sounder footing so that
it would withstand anything man or Mother Nature
could ever throw at us.

This is the seventh election that | have fought
and | am only 50 years old. Therefore, there are six
that | have won and there are five that the people said
you take with you those with whom you can work.
They sent us to this term together to work for the bet-
terment for the constituency of West Bay and indeed
our Islands.

Thus last week Wednesday, the people said
‘carry on'—carry on the work of rebuilding our Islands
after lvan. Carry on promoting, protecting and advanc-
ing our Islands, to keep our tourism and our financial
industries healthy and to keep providing the vision that
will help them find the way forward.

As | stand here, | cannot but reflect on the day
we met after the hurricane, the first time that we met
in these hallowed Halls. | cannot but reflect on when |
left my doors on that Monday morning and what |
faced, as | felt many more people were feeling worse.
However, when | came through to George Town, |
said never in a thousand years would | have believed
that this could have happened to us and that we
would now have to face that challenge. | look around
today and regardless of the heap of criticism and ac-
cusation that were laid on us; this country is in a better
position today.

| say that Members of the Government did
work, but, by God, Members of the [previous] Gov-
ernment put this thing back together and if we did not
work with the private sector we could never have got-
ten it done. The point is that we worked together and
we have been working together. | say, thank God Al-
mighty that this country is where we are at today.
People are still in need, there are people still sleeping
on their floors and the funds that were set up have
assisted many, many people; and the funds that were
given by those people—new Caymanians and old
Caymanians—have done us so much good. | look to
where we are at today, where the international world
is saying we could not believe, when we saw you in
September and October, that you would be where you
are at today. By God we have a lot for which to thank
Almighty God.

We could therefore say ‘Carry on.’ Carry on
with efforts to make our schools better, carry on to
make our roads safer. Our respect for the environ-
ment renewed, and perhaps improved and unequalled
in many places, and our respect for people, for each
other, the core of what makes us all Caymanians. We
do this for love of country. | said on the platform and |
keep saying | have nowhere else to go. | could say
this, I man born yah and | can say this, nowhere (in
the words of the old festival song, Jamaican too), “no
where better than this yard!”
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Last week Wednesday we heard that mes-
sage and know that we will never retreat, we will
never return to the days when those things were only
talked. We will never give up when others give up on
us, and we will never give up on our people—PPM,
UDP, Independents wherever they come from—who
are searching for a better life for themselves, their
children and their children’s children. We are for them.
We will continue to be their voice and their support.

Last week Wednesday was also humbling as
the UDP faced a drastic political change focused in
George Town and Bodden Town (and, Madam
Speaker, the focus in West Bay too, but there was no
change). As | said, the people have spoken and | be-
lieve my party takes its hats off to the PPM for running
a very tough and successful campaign in those spe-
cial places and we make no excuses for falling short
of winning the seats necessary to maintain our posi-
tion in the Legislature. As | said, there is a God who
does all things well.

We now have a new role and a new chal-
lenge. As the loyal Opposition we will fulfil our roles
and we will discharge our responsibilities faithfully and
to the best of our abilities. | do not intend to walk out
of this House on any vote, and | will only abstain if it is
a conscience matter. | intend to be here when the roll
is called.

We will bring to this new role the same energy
and commitment we brought to leading the country
and will make a positive contribution whenever we can
and whenever we are allowed to do so by the Gov-
ernment. The Government faces tremendous chal-
lenges, the same as we would have had to face if we
were in that seat today. Schools, education as a
whole, social problems, all the things that a develop-
ing country faces but because we are so small we all
know them so well. The economy, thank God, the
economy today is in better shape than when we took
over in 2001.

Madam Speaker, say what you will, but we
have left the Government’s accounts in good position.
| said on the platform that the Government’s accounts
as of 2 May held $82.4 million. There has been an
improvement as of 13 May; there is, | think, over $84
million in the Government’s accounts.

Nobody is going to be able to say that the
country is broke or bankrupt. What can be said, as |
said on the platform, is that we have problems and we
have bills to pay. But | thank God that we worked
hard, we took the right decisions and we turned the
economy around. Today the new government can
move forward with at least over $29 million in cash
that they can put their hand on and in other accounts
that are more restricted, over $50 million. The Gov-
ernment is in good position because we were prudent
and we did the right thing.

As a party we may have fewer seats but we
will start again with greater hope and in the process
we have learned. We will take that learning along with
the impressive local leaders, whom we came to know

throughout the campaign, to forge a better party for
all.

Madam Speaker, when the new Government
is living up to their high standards and their goals—
goals our people have come to expect from their rep-
resentatives, as the Leader of Government business
has said—when they are getting the job done we will
applaud and support them. That is, if they stay out of
West Bay. When they are not, we must and we will
stand up and speak out. When promises are made,
we will work to ensure they are kept because at the
end of the day we all live here. Our interests, our se-
curity, our families, our children, our parents, our
friends all live here together. | have nowhere else to
go.

| am pleased to be able to hand over to the
new Government a country that had a government
who despite the challenges thrown upon it by the hur-
ricane and other challenges we faced, a country with
a government being in good condition.

World problems impacted and affected us but
we are on the rebound. The tourism sector is poised
to reach new levels with products geared to the up-
scale market; hotels geared for the upscale market—a
market we have always wanted to attract—with a fi-
nancial sector that has survived tremendous on-
slaught and defended its integrity and is poised for a
new chapter of success, and, most of all for the re-
cords, set in compassion for our people over the last
years. This is good economy. This is good govern-
ance.

I would say (since | was particularly men-
tioned by the Speaker) ... | must say that no matter
what excuse is made at this point about the constitu-
tional provision for a Speaker inside or outside of this
Honourable House, no matter what excuse is made at
this point, the fact is, it is an important constitutional
point and one for which the United Democratic Party
was criticised severely, but one that we believe is the
right one. That is, that there might come a time, and
listen carefully, there might come a time when there
arises the possibility you would really need someone
from the outside to be the Speaker. Whether that time
is when you have more Members for Cabinet seats
than you can give . . . | will stop there. There are oth-
ers, but I will stop there.

It seems the PPM, whether it is admitted or
not, found themselves in some position. Therefore,
whether in their manifesto or not it is one of the Peo-
ple’s Progressive Movements constitutional positions,
one on which your party, Madam Speaker, was ada-
mant. We hear the excuse, but | know about forming
government. We await to see what will happen when-
ever there is a new Constitution.

| have but one point to make at this time about
the new Constitution. | have gone to the Brac and |
have said to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, and
this is a new one in talking to the people of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman, that constitutional provision
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must be made for a Minister for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

In the coming talks and the proposed referen-
dum—if we ever get to one Mr. Leader—we in the
Opposition, the United Democratic Party, will push for
that Minister for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. |
think the time has come, it has grown; it needs that
spotlight and that assistance all the time.

Madam Speaker, | believe that continued in-
vestor confidence must be ensured. People and cor-
porations should be made to feel that placing their
money in the Cayman Islands is a safe move as long
as it complies with all of our regulatory systems.

That has been our strength and this Govern-
ment has an obligation to ensure that Cayman re-
mains a jurisdiction of choice for those shopping
around for somewhere to place their investments. |
believe that out of that money coming in local people
must share in it from all sides—not just the big busi-
ness interest in this country, but all sides.

| want to thank the people of these Islands for
standing with us, for believing in us and in return they
know that we are still here for them every day and
every step of the way. | want to thank all my staff pub-
licly; all loyal civil servants. | want to thank our sup-
porters for their unstinting support; not for the United
Democratic Party, but for the policies which we put
forward that they believed in.

The Bible says that one that puts on his ar-
mour should not boast as he that takes it off. | pray for
the people of these Islands and | promise my loyal
support to the Government.

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Leader of the
Opposition. | have allowed the Leader of Government
Business and the Honourable Leader of the Opposi-
tion equal time, but | will now call on other Members
speaking that we stick to the ten minute contribution
please.
| recognise Ms. Lucille Seymour,

Elected Member for the District of George Town.

Third

Miss. Lucille D. Seymour: Thank you very much
Madam Speaker.

May | take this opportunity to congratulate you
and to say that this has been a wonderful moment for
me to see you in that Chair? | have followed your illus-
trious career as it has to do with this Honourable
House and | know, and the public knows, that there is
no other person that we could have elected that would
have fitted this day.

I crave your indulgence, Madam Speaker, to
speak briefly . . . but before | do that | would like to tell
you that about 45,000 people would have liked to
have been here today but they cannot. So they sent
us and, through you, [I] say thank you to everybody
for bringing us this far. The second point | would like
to say on that is that at times like these, when people
like me stand up to represent my country, | know that
there is hope for my people. All of us in here have a

bit of me in them and come from a bit of me where |
came from so | represent them too, to know that we
can stand here having gone through an illustrious ca-
reer as a civil servant and to come here to represent
our people to ensure there is equality in the place.

I would like to thank my deceased mother,
Maud Mihalia Bush Seymour, for giving me this oppor-
tunity and for the family and friends who stood by me
all my life. Thank you.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in the hallowed
Chamber of the Legislative Assembly to give thanks to
God Almighty, the people of the Cayman Islands, to
the voters of George Town and to the People’s Pro-
gressive Movement for enabling me to achieve one of
my greatest ambitions. That ambition has been to
serve my people at the highest level of decision mak-
ing and to help eradicate poverty and ignorance from
the shores of the Cayman Islands.

Madam Speaker, as you know | have been an
educator all my life, as a teacher and an administrator.
| have tried to improve lives through education in the
formal institutions of this country. At the same time |
have also used informal education in sporting organi-
sations, particularly the Cayman Islands Netball Asso-
ciation, and community organisations of one sort or
another to get over the message. That message has
always been simple: education and training are the
keys to success.

If | were to say that these efforts were not suc-
cessful | would be telling you an untruth. Many people,
particularly young people, have benefited from such
advice; but | was frustrated in my efforts to make a
national impact on the twin evils of ignorance and
poverty that blight the lives of so many of our people.

It was at this point that | realised that good
intentions were not enough. Both political will and re-
sources were necessary to ensure that more people
had access to the Caymanian dream of peace, pro-
gress and prosperity.

Madam Speaker, you are fully aware of the
thinking behind the formation of the people’s cam-
paign to establish a government that put people first.
The campaign manifested itself in the launching of the
People’s Progressive Movement at its inaugural con-
ference in September 2003. Since that time we have
appealed to the people of the Cayman Islands for the
mandate to address the issues they themselves have
identified as urgent. That mandate was given to the
PPM in clear and unequivocal terms at the elections
on 11 May 2005. | therefore thank the people of the
Cayman lIslands for supporting the PPM and choosing
us to carry out the aims and objectives articulated in
the manifesto.

I have been energised by the overwhelming
response to our messages by the people. | have also
been humbled by the monumental task before us. But
| believe with God's help and with the support of
members of the PPM and the people of the Cayman
Islands, whom we represent, no task is insurmount-
able. It is therefore with confidence that | rise before
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the people of the Cayman Islands today to renew my
pledge to be their voice in the Legislative Assembly.

| shall do all in my power to help create more
education and training opportunities for all our people
to improve their lives. Since our society is a competi-
tive one, | shall advocate for the strengthening of the
safety net to ensure that no one falls through to pov-
erty and despondency. That safety net will include
access to the basic necessities of life for those people
who through age, disability or misfortune cannot com-
pete successfully in the mainstream of our society.

What | am promising the people of the Cay-
man Islands is not pie in the sky. If there is one coun-
try in the region that can deliver on these fundamental
challenges it is the Cayman Islands. We have always
had the resources, now we have the political will. With
God on our side and with the support of the people we
shall prevail.

Thank you, and may God bless you.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? | recognise the Fourth Elected Member for the
District of George Town, Mr. Alfonso Wright.

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright: Madam Speaker, | too would
like to offer my congratulations to you on your election
as Speaker of this Legislative Assembly. | am indeed
grateful for the opportunity to say but a few words on
this most auspicious occasion. | would like to give
God thanks for seeing us through the campaign safely
and for his abundant blessing for helping all the can-
didates to be here as Members of the Legislative As-
sembly today.

My gratitude extends to my entire family, es-
pecially my daughter Christina and my mother, for
their tremendous support from the very beginning.
Also to the PPM family, many of whom are here with
us today. Thank you also to the many individuals who
encouraged me and gave me advice along the way.
My promise to them today is that their efforts will not
be in vain. My colleagues and | will deliver on our
promise of good governance, our policy of inclusion
and consultative management for the Cayman Is-
lands.

| pledge to forever be mindful of the fact that it
is the people who have put me here and that it is them
that | must answer to. Their wishes and needs are my
only directives and | will never be a part of a govern-
ment that loses its way and puts the interests of indi-
viduals before the interests of the people. | will always
understand and respect the responsibility that | have
been entrusted with. | am aware that it is considered a
major undertaking when one establishes a family and
is charged with the welfare of a single household.

It is a completely different set of responsibili-
ties and the enormity is frightening when one sud-
denly becomes responsible for every household in a
country. This responsibility cannot be taken lightly.
Madam Speaker, | am aware of the many concerns of
the people of our country. The least of which is the

management of its finances. The PPM is committed to
the principles of reasonable financial management.
Irresponsible spending will not be tolerated. Proper
value for money spent will be the order of the day. |
have every confidence that the PPM Government will
comply with the Public Management and Finance
Law. All contracts in excess of $100,000 will go before
the Central Tenders Committee, and amounts not ex-
ceeding $100,000 will go to Departmental Tenders
Committees.

Madam Speaker, with that in mind | pledge to
be the best representative that | can be; to be a voice
of the young people of this country in this Parliament,
making sure that their concerns are expressed and
addressed by their representatives. | am proud to be a
part of a government that will equip young people in
all learning forums with the knowledge and skills to
make a smooth transition to adulthood; to inculcate in
our youth a commitment to nation building, loyalty to
country, the virtues of family life, sound morals and a
culture of enterprise and acceptable standards of be-
haviour; to place greater emphasis on vocational train-
ing beyond high school with the development of a
technical and vocational institute, either as part of the
University College or as a separate entity.

| am happy to be part of a government that
will ensure that jobs are secured for them once they
have completed their schooling; a government that will
ensure that Caymanians from all walks of life are
given every opportunity to advance in their chosen
career once qualified. Intimidation in the workplace
must be stopped.

| am proud to be a part of the PPM Govern-
ment and look forward to my first term under the lead-
ership of the Leader of Government Business, the
Honourable Kurt Tibbetts, a man that is focused on
the job at hand, a man that understands that team
work is essential and promotes that every chance he
gets. With the new Leader at the helm, the PPM has
emerged as a people-centred organisation built from
the bottom up with a very solid foundation. The sys-
tem will not tolerate lone-ranger type leadership, but
instead, encourages and assists strong consultative
leaders.

Our Leader of Government Business, the
Honourable Kurt Tibbetts’ many years of service to his
community exposed him to a code of ethics that will
always cause him to remember that in building up his
business it is not necessary to tear down another’s,
and to be loyal to his customers and true to himself. It
is a code to which many of us already subscribe and
one that | recommend to everyone.

The years ahead will be challenging for our
country. There is much to be done. | am confident of
our ability to manage the task ahead. | look forward to
working along with the Members of the Opposition,
always bearing in mind that they too must play a vital
role.

In conclusion, | would like to express my grati-
tude to the 1646 individuals that voted for me. | know
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that they understand and expect that | will be a repre-
sentative of all the people. | beg the citizens of this
country to continue to pray for us. Only by God’s will,
will we succeed.

| consider it a privilege and distinct honour to
sit in this Honourable House as a representative of my
people. | take the responsibilities | have been charged
with very seriously and promise to carry them out with
the greatest of respect and decorum.

| thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Third Elected Member for the
District of Bodden Town, Mr. Osbourne Bodden.

Does any other Member wish to

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden:
Speaker.

I would also like to extend my hearty con-
gratulations to you and | know that you will sit in that
chair and do the job the way that it needs to be done.

Madam Speaker, Honourable Members and
staff of the Legislative Assembly, family, guests, sup-
porters and friends, a pleasant good afternoon to you
all. Today is a very special day for the Cayman Is-
lands as it signals a change in governance from one
of autocratic rule to much more of a consultative and
participative approach by our leaders.

| have never been as proud to be Caymanian
as | am today. | am extremely happy for my country
and people who one week ago took back the leader-
ship of this country and showed all and sundry the
importance of their role as a people going forward.

I would like to first of all thank Almighty God
for His guidance throughout this difficult time. Next, |
would like to acknowledge the training and support
given to me by my dear mother over the years as a
single parent (I think she has left, but thank you
Mama).

To my other caregivers, most notably, Mr.
Harry McCoy, the man | affectionately call daddy who
was here as well (I think he has left) | also give him a
big thank you. More recently, the support of my wife
Nancy and our children have also played a significant
role in my being here today and for that | am grateful.
To the people of Bodden Town, | say a huge thank
you. You have my solemn promise as | stand here
today, deeply humbled by your faith in me, that | will
work hard for you and this country that we love so
dearly.

Madam Speaker, it is my belief that we are at
a very critical time in our development and | am sure
that history will reflect this. We as a government will
have the unenviable task of carrying this country for-
ward during these trying times. We have a crisis on
our hands in terms of our education and health sys-
tems. We have immigration control issues, we have
had a recent upsurge in serious crime; we have spiral-
ling costs of living and we are still rebuilding and

Thank you Madam

cleaning up from the country’s largest natural disaster,
Hurricane Ivan.

This is a handful for any administration, but |
feel with God and our people by our side, we can ac-
complish much. We intend to do this with careful
analysis and an approach that will be both honest and
driven to succeed. Over the years, as we developed
our country we have left our people behind too often.
This Government will not take the people for granted
and will endeavour to involve them in all areas where
possible.

Caymanians must benefit first and foremost
from this country’s success, while at the same time
being aware that they must pay their dues and work
hard for this to happen. As | embark on my political
career, | call on all Caymanians to stand with me and
be counted. | alone and my colleagues collectively
cannot make this happen. It will depend on every
able-bodied individual to play his or her role in society.

We will lead the initiatives that spring forth
from our discussions with you the people, but at the
end of the day it is you the people who will determine
the success or failure of those plans. We believe in
teaching a person how to fish and not just in giving
them fish each time they ask. We believe in empower-
ing the individual to change the course of their des-
tiny. | wish to do these things in a Parliament that is
dignified and respectful. | note that we have lost a lot
of respect that was previously evident at this level and
this unfortunately negatively impacts the listening and
viewing audience.

It is our turn at the helm of this country and we
expect to be able to do the job in a dignified manner. |
trust that the Opposition shares these same views, as
at the end of the day | believe that we all want this
place that we call home to be a respectful and peace-
ful country. The challenge lies ahead for all of us to
lead in a manner befitting statesmen and states-
women and | have no doubt that the team we have
assembled will be able to do this.

We have persons of the highest calibre and
integrity and our young persons have role models of
whom they can be proud. We are here because of
them and their interests and it is important that we
always bear that in mind as we conduct the business
of this Honourable House. | look forward to developing
a good working relationship within these walls with all
concerned. | also look forward to meeting the wider
community and interacting with them in all matters
that concern us as a country.

We do not underestimate the size of the task
that we have ahead of us, but we know that together
we can achieve. These are challenging times with in-
ternal and external issues facing us as a country and
we all have to stand tall and be counted. To the peo-
ple of Bodden Town | say to you (using one of my col-
league’s favourites terms), ‘Help is on the way’. As |
bring my initial contribution to this Honourable House
to a close I, once again, would like to thank all those
who had a hand in me being here today. They include;
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the good people of Bodden Town, my family, my
teachers, my mentors, my previous employers and my
God. | look forward to working hard in service to my
country in this high office and I trust that the record
books will show, he served well and made a positive
difference in these Islands.

| thank you and wish God's continued guid-
ance and blessings on all of us in these Cayman Is-
lands.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Second Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Does any other Member wish to

Mr. Moses |. Kirkconnell: Madam Speaker, | too of-
fer my congratulations to you. | would also like to rec-
ognise the people from Cayman Brac, supporters of
Miss Juliana and me that travelled here today. Some
of them have left but the other ones that are here |
thank you very much for being here and taking the
time to come over.

| am honoured and humbled to be elected by
the people of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman as one
of their representatives to serve in the Legislative As-
sembly. | will forever be grateful to my family, my
committee and my supporters for their hard work, ad-
vice and unwavering support throughout my cam-
paign. They know, as | do, that work is just beginning.
| look forward to expanding our committee and build-
ing a formidable team dedicated to plan sustainable
growth for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

These are difficult times, but they are also
exciting times. My constituents elected me with a clear
mandate to improve the economy and to create jobs
for our young people in Cayman Brac and Little Cay-
man. | look forward to working as a team alongside
Ms. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly to do just that. | am
delighted to find that our colleagues in the Legislative
Assembly stand willing and ready to support our ef-
forts in Cayman Brac and Little Cayman and | thank
them all for that.

The combination of our three unique but
united Islands creates a stronger more prosperous
and globally competitive country. By continuing to
work together we can expand our horizons to create a
thriving economy and an improved quality of life, while
at the same time protecting our unique culture and
local traditions.

With guidance from God and dedication of our
team, | look forward to serving the people of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman. Thank you.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Honourable Anthony Eden, the
First Elected Member for the District of Bodden Town.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. Anthony Eden: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
think after listening to the last speaker, his stomach

must be like the rest of ours—wondering if our throats
are cut! So | will be brief.

Madam Speaker, in 1992 three of us that are
still here (the Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness, you and I) came into this Legislative Assembly
and there is only one person that has been here
longer than us and that is the Father of the House, Mr.
McKeeva Bush from West Bay.

It is interesting to see the trend of the younger
people moving in and | think it is a warning we all
should take. The people of the Cayman Islands are
saying we need a fresh mind, fresh blood.

First of all, | would like to thank my Heavenly
Father for once again providing the opportunity for me
to be standing in these Chambers and | look forward
to working with the people here. | want to thank my
dear wife, who has had some rough times over the
recent time, but she has been there with me and for
me. All | really want to do is to name some of the
members of our committee that were so dedicated in
the election of the Third Elected Member and the
Second Elected Member for Bodden Town, on the
amount of legwork, telephone calls and visiting that
they did on our behalf. This list is not exhaustive. As |
reflect, Ms. Jackie Scott, Ms. Pat Eswick, Mary Trum-
bauch, Mr. Joey Ebanks, Olson Levy, Sigmund Levy,
Lolita Hannah, Muriel Scott, Elaine McLean, Karen
Baptiste, Nancy Bodden, Emmelita Clifford, Hewitson
Watler, Jasmine Bush, Natasha Watson. As | said,
this is just a few of those who have worked with us so
diligently.

As was alluded to earlier on, there is still quite
a bit of rebuilding [to do in Bodden Town]. Hurricane
season is about two weeks away and our main efforts
at this time will be securing as many of the homes and
houses and providing a hurricane shelter which we so
badly need which still sits there for whatever reason
and we will find out immediately.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
in here. There is much work to be done. There is no
time for politicking now and | know that we can do this
by working together. It will not be easy and whatever
portfolios and responsibilities | am assigned | look
forward to working with those people. We must con-
tinue to remember we got here through many, many
prayers. | ask those people who prayed for us not to
forget us at this time. Continue to remember us in
prayer as we go forward to make these wonderful Is-
lands a better place for all of us to live. May God bless
us all.

The Speaker:
speak?

Does any other Member wish to

| recognise the First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, Mrs. Juliana
O’Connor-Connolly.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.
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Madam Speaker and Honourable Members,
early last Wednesday morning a preacher friend of
mine in the person of Sister Ana Gracie Joseph tele-
phoned me from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to say that
she had in fact been praying for me and that she felt
in her spirit that it was indeed going to be a most diffi-
cult election for me. However, she had no doubt that
the people of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman would
once again re-elect me as their First Elected Member
and so true was her prediction.

In fact it was early last Wednesday morning,
even before the polls opened, that she shared with me
the Word of God. She told me to hold on to two par-
ticular verses and to claim the promises contained
therein. | did just that, and in particular on Election day
and in particular as we went through the count that
night at District Administration Building.

| claimed the words that were found in Exodus
14:13 and 14, and | quote with your kind permission.
“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of
the Lord, which he will show to you today. The
Lord shall fight for you and ye shall hold your
peace.” | have committed to do just that.

One thing Members and the public will know
is that | have desired of the Lord and that | will con-
tinue to seek after that | may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life and behold the beauty of
the Lord whilst | enquire in his temple.

| waited upon the Lord, Madam Speaker, and
he indeed renewed my strength. | ran and | did not
grow weary; | walked and | did not faint. A fair, safe,
prosperous and God-fearing Cayman Islands is very
precious to me. Look at the Cayman Islands today.
Governments have made mistakes in the past. Gov-
ernments have had their shortcomings and govern-
ments will continue to make mistakes in the future.
We all often fall far short of our own best hopes.

Nonetheless, is there any country today on
the face of the earth which, when compared to this,
our beloved Cayman Islands in ordered liberty and
peace and in the largest freedom, is there any in
comparison? | say not. | feel that | can safely say that
without fear of contradiction or undue boastfulness. It
is the simple fact and in moving forward together to
build this nation we must do so in the spirit of unself-
ishness and with a desire for the good of all mankind,
remembering that out of many we are one people.

It will do us all well today to remember that we
are dealing with persons, every one of which has a
direct individual interest to serve and there is grave
danger in an unshared idealism. You may call me self-
ish if you will, conservative or reactionary, or even the
barefoot girl from Watering Place or any other harsh
adjective you see fit to apply, but Caymanian | was
born, Madam Speaker, and Caymanian—Cayman
Bracker in particular—I am and will remain the rest of
my life. | can never be anything other than a Cayma-
nian, Madam Speaker, and | must therefore think of
the Cayman Islands first and foremost. When | think of
the Cayman Islands, for the avoidance of doubt, in

this arrangement | must continue to think of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

| have loved, and | will continue to love, these
Cayman lIslands. In fact, | will do everything in my
power with the help of Almighty God to represent all of
our people with honesty, integrity, loyalty, dignity and
yes, humility. The church and what it stands for is still
the best and only hope for these beautiful Cayman
Islands and if we fetter her interests, if we tangle her
in the intrigues of the world, it will destroy her influ-
ence and good and it will endanger the very liberty of
her existence. Madam Speaker, | therefore urge that
we leave her to march freely through the centuries to
come as the years have gone—strong, generous and
confident. The Church has nobly served mankind.

Beware of how we trifle with the marvellous
inheritance of this great land we call home because if
we interfere with liberty we will stumble and fall, our
freedom and our civilization will go down in ruin.

We have all heard of many visions and | trust
that we shall continue to hear of visions and dream
dreams of a fairer future for the race. However, vi-
sions are but one thing and visionaries are another
and the mechanical appliances of rhetoric designed to
give a picture of a present which does not exist and of
a future which no man can predict, are as unreal and
short-lived as a canvas of clouds of angels suspended
on wires and the artificial lights on the stage which will
pass with the movement of effect.

Let us therefore at least be realistic. No doubt
many excellent and patriotic people see a coming ful-
filment to noble ideals. We all share and respect these
aspirations and desires, but some of us will dare to
have other ideals as well which may differ at times
from even those in these modern times who try to es-
tablish a monopoly of idealism.

My first ideal is our beloved Cayman Islands
and | see her in the future as | have seen her in the
past—qgiving service to all of the people all of the time.
Today therefore, Madam Speaker, is not a time for
emotional hangovers or for a moral lapse or apathy or
a cloak of numbness, nor is it a time for smear tactics
or Philistine contempt for the minority because the
practice of accusing individuals with little or no evi-
dence has destroyed many a Caymanian in this our
beloved country.

| am here to say today that | am at least one
Member who will not tolerate such unnecessary divi-
sion in our country. Like Queen Esther, if | perish then
| perish, Madam Speaker. However, as long as the
wonderful people of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman
elect me to be their representative | will endeavour to
do so to the best of my ability to ensure that they have
a voice in this Honourable House of Assembly. | give
my commitment to working wholeheartedly with the
Second Elected Member, my friend and colleague,
Mr. Moses Kirkconnell to this regard.

Madam Speaker, the late President Ronald
Reagan (once said, and once again with your permis-
sion to quote):“They say if we avoid direct confronta-
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tion with the enemy he will forget and learn to love
us...we offer simple answers to complex questions it's
often said.” Well, perhaps there is a simple answer,
Madam Speaker, not an easy one but a simple one. “If
you and | have the courage to tell our elected officials
that we want our national policies to be based on what
we know in our hearts is morally right. Then we will
have found the simple answer. If we continue to ac-
commodate, continue to back and retreat we have to
face the final demand, that is, the ultimatum... There
is something going on in time something going on in
space and beyond time and beyond space, whether
we like it or not, spells duty.”

You and |, Madam Speaker, “have a rendez-
vous with destiny” and we, | am sure, will have no
problem whatsoever in carrying out the duty for our
constituents to which we are committed.

| wish to thank all of the people of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman for believing in me and sup-
porting me for the third consecutive election and, yes,
for praying for me, Madam Speaker. Thank you, the
people of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, so very
much indeed for being there for me and please rest
assured that | will continue to always be there for you.
Remember, the battle is not ours because we have
given it to the Lord from 1991.

In closing, | now wish to congratulate all Hon-
ourable Members of this House. The majority of the
people have indeed spoken and they have done so in
our respective constituents. As far as | am concerned
| owe them a duty to respect every single Honourable
Member because only the constituents in the respec-
tive jurisdictions know their representatives and | will
not seek to interfere in their decision as was clearly
set out last Wednesday, 11 May 2005.

Indeed, | look forward to working together to
unify our beloved Cayman Islands and to enhance the
wellbeing of all of our people. | am devoted and fully
committed to this cause. May the good Lord continue
to not only bless all elected and official Members, the
staff of this Honourable House but, indeed, may Al-
mighty God continue to bless these beloved Cayman
Islands. | thank you.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Honourable Arden McLean,
the Elected Member for the District of East End.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, staff
of the Legislative Assembly, family, guests, supporters
and friends, | am humbled by the experience of having
been re-elected by the people of the District of East
End to represent them for another four years. | thank
God for His many blessings over the past four years
and over my life.

First, | wish to thank my mother, my two sons
(one of whom is currently in college and unable to be
here with me), the remainder of my family and my wife

who are all present here with me today for their pa-
tience and support, particularly over the last six
months.

Next, | thank the people of the East End elec-
toral district for affording me such a privilege. 1 am
honoured to have been given this opportunity to rep-
resent them again. To my committee | extend sincere
appreciation for its unwavering and continued support.
To my colleagues for the confidence they have shown
in me over the last three and a half years and which
has culminated in my election to Cabinet here today.
To them and the people of this country, | give my un-
wavering support and commitment. | know that there
is much work to be done but | am prepared to hit the
ground running and get on with the task at hand.

Madam Speaker, the people have spoken.
They have said clearly that they expect us to get on
with the running of this country and it is the future that
they look to the PPM’s Administration to carve out.

Today marks the beginning of this PPM’s Ad-
ministration which had as its genesis every member’s
commitment of inclusiveness. We therefore welcome
all stakeholders in this country to take part in its af-
fairs. Our clarion call to the people during the cam-
paign was hope—hope in the face of difficulty, hope in
the face of uncertainty, a belief in things not seen, a
belief that there are better days ahead. It is now time
to turn hope into reality for those who believe and
those who are uncertain, and we will deliver under the
leadership of the Honourable D. Kurt Tibbetts.

Our commitment to the people of this country
is that we will uphold the rule of law and exercise fair-
ness for all. Madam Speaker, please allow me to go
on record and issue a warning to those who believe
that this country is a safe haven for misbehaviour. The
PPM administration will not—will not!—tolerate unsa-
voury behaviour visited upon our people. We will em-
ploy a policy of zero tolerance in this regard. Now that
the campaign is over and the Government has been
formed, we must put the bickering behind us and get
down to the serious business of addressing the many
complex issues that face our country.

| therefore extend a warm welcome to my fel-
low legislators in the Opposition to join us in tackling
these issues together in the interests of the people
who elected us. | implore us all to be ever cognisant of
our duty as stewards and our responsibility to safe-
guard the wellbeing and success of the Cayman Is-
lands. | further congratulate the Members of the Op-
position on their re-election.

In conclusion, | wish to pay tribute to the
younger generation of Caymanians who tirelessly
supported the PPM and, in particular, me in East End.
My hope is that they will continue to actively partici-
pate in the political process at all levels and one day
reap success from such involvement.

Madam Speaker, | also wish to warmly wel-
come you to the Chair and give you my support and
respect. | intend to continue to conduct myself in the
manner that befits and is expected of any citizen of
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these Islands who is afforded the honour of serving in
the capacity of Member of this Honourable House.
Again, | thank each and every one who believed in me
and | look forward to serving the people of the Cay-
man Islands. Madam Speaker, may God richly bless
these beloved Isles we call home. | thank you.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Fourth Elected Member for the
District of West Bay, Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks.

Does any other Member wish to

Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks: Madam
Speaker.

First | would like to thank God Almighty for al-
lowing me the health to continue to be here today. |
too would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
you and | look forward to working with you.

| thank my entire family and all of my loyal
supporters who worked throughout this entire cam-
paign hand in hand and gave us unwavering support. |
thank all of the people who had the confidence to re-
turn me to this Honourable House for a second term. |
want to assure them that | will continue to work for
them and whenever the need arises they can always
count on me to be there.

Next, | would like to congratulate all the Mem-
bers of the Government and all the Members of the
Honourable House who were successful at the polls
and to also say that | am looking forward to being able
to work for the betterment of our country with the new
Government.

Madam Speaker, with those few words | just
want to say thanks again to everyone for affording me
this privilege for the second time.

Thank you,

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

| recognise the Second Elected Member for
Bodden Town, Hon. Charles Clifford.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker, and may | also add my congratula-
tions to you on your election as the Speaker of this
Honourable House.

| stand here today a very humbled man, hum-
bled not just because of my election last Wednesday
in the constituency of Bodden Town, but also because
of my election today as Minister of the Cabinet. | want
to thank my constituents in Bodden Town for the con-
fidence they placed in me and to add my thanks to my
colleagues on this side of the House for the confi-
dence they placed in me in nominating me for a Cabi-
net post.

| understand that the expectations for this
Government are extremely high. We understand that
quite clearly. But | want to say, Madam Speaker, to
Members of this Honourable House and to the people
of the country that we are up to the job and we shall
not let them down. You see, | consider myself a rep-

resentative of the constituents of Bodden Town, not
just those people who voted for me but all of the peo-
ple of the district, indeed all of the people of the Cay-
man Islands. | will certainly represent them to the best
of my ability.

There is no question, Madam Speaker, that
the issues facing this country are varied and complex.
We believe that with the participation of the people
and their Government we will restore these Islands to
their former glory.

The elections are over and the people have
spoken very clearly. It is very clear that the People’s
Progressive Movement, the Government Bench, has a
very clear mandate from the people of this country. It
is now up to the 15 Elected Members of this Honour-
able House to work together for the betterment of the
country. The PPM Government will practise our stated
policy of inclusion. Indeed, we have witnessed it here
today with the election of the Third Elected Member
from West Bay as the Deputy Speaker of this House. |
want to take this opportunity to congratulate him on
his appointment as Deputy Speaker.

The Opposition is a necessary component of
democratic governance. They are part of the impor-
tant checks and balances in a democratic government
and the Opposition must have their say. However, the
Government is charged with the responsibility to gov-
ern, and so we will.

| want to say that | left a very successful ca-
reer in the civil service in July 2004 because | felt
strongly that the country was heading in a very wrong
direction and | felt that it was my time to step up to the
plate and to offer myself at the political level. So, here
| am today as an Elected Member of this Honourable
House and a Minister of the Cabinet ready to go to
work immediately for the people of this country.

| want to say to civil servants that we under-
stand the vital role they play and the contributions that
they can make to the development of our policies. We
understand also the importance of having and main-
taining an independent civil service. We will facilitate
cordial and beneficial relationships with civil servants
and expect that this will improve morale and, by ex-
tension, productivity. We are looking forward to that
very much.

We said many times during the course of our
campaign (and my colleague the Third Elected Mem-
ber from Bodden Town made reference to it earlier)
that help is on the way. | am very proud to stand here
today and to say to the people of the country that help
has arrived.

In conclusion, | want to thank our district
council members, or election agents; | want to thank
my wife, Emmelita, and my children. | know my col-
league the Honourable Minister Anthony Eden started
to name a few people earlier and it is always danger-
ous when we go down that road because sometimes
we inadvertently leave people out. However | would
like to add a couple of names to those that we would
wish to thank and since | am the last Elected Member
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from Bodden Town to speak, if | miss anyone we sin-
cerely apologise, but we thank them all for their efforts
during the campaign.

I would like to add to the “thank you” list Nurse
Josie Solomon, Mr. Lorenzo Berry, Mr. Lewis Berry
and Mr. Dean Walton. | want to thank also my mother
and my sisters and of course my extended family for
all of their support, hard work and encouragement. |
simply could not have achieved what | have thus far in
life without them. | shall be eternally grateful to each
and every one of them for the support that they have
given me.

Finally, | want to say that this Government is a
government that the people of this country can be
proud of. It is a government that the people of this
country can trust. | will end by saying may God con-
tinue to bless our beloved Cayman Islands. | thank
you Madam Speaker.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Third Elected Member for the
District of West Bay, Mr. Cline Glidden, Jr., Deputy
Speaker.

Does any other Member wish to

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | would also like to take this opportunity to
first thank you for the support you offered me during
the last term. | also want to congratulate you on your
appointment today to the position of Honourable
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. | take this op-
portunity to thank our previous Speaker, the Honour-
able Linford Pierson, for his assistance to me during
my first term and during my term as Deputy Speaker.

Earlier | was asked when it had first been dis-
cussed about the possibility of my being the Deputy
Speaker . . . | have to mention that during the past, |
guess three years, you had mentioned to me on nu-
merous occasions that depending on the outcome of
the elections you would continue to support me in that
position. | thank you as well as the other Elected
Members of both the Government and the Opposition
today for that continued support. | look forward to
learning more by working along with you and the other
Members of this Honourable House.

On Wednesday, 11 May 2005, the good peo-
ple of the Cayman Islands went to the polls in a very
controlled and deliberate fashion and made their
choices for their representatives in the respective dis-
tricts. | am thankful to the good people of West Bay for
once again choosing my colleagues and me for an-
other term. | am thankful and humbled by the support
given to my colleagues and me by the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. McKeeva Bush. Four
years ago he had the confidence in us to put together
a group. Sometimes were seen as being young and
immature but we have stayed together and worked
together for the people of West Bay as well as the
Cayman Islands.

I would like to thank those people in the dis-
trict of West Bay who have so kindly offered their con-
tinued support and commitment to us, as well as to
those people throughout the Island who have offered
their support.

| would also like to thank those people from
the district of West Bay who were not our supporters,
but today | have the pleasure of still being their repre-
sentative. Those people, whether they were candi-
dates or whether they were members of the public
who supported other candidates, have shown us the
need to be accountable representatives to the people
and they have made sure that we understand clearly
that we cannot take anything for granted and that we
have to do our job as best as we can do. | pledge to
continue to do my best as a representative of all the
people of the district of West Bay, as well as the
Cayman Islands, for the next four years.

I would also like to thank our hardworking
committee who worked tirelessly to get us elected. |
think that that was the ace in the hole as far as the
campaign went with getting the four Members elected
in West Bay—the hard work of our committee and the
love and support of the people in that district.

Madam Speaker, other speakers have men-
tioned the need for uniting the country since the last
election as well as the storm that recently devastated
our country. | think that | would like to go along that
path to say that the elections are over and the people
have spoken. Now it is our job as representatives to
get back to bridging those gaps and conquering those
divides and getting people back together and being
united because we do not know what challenges lie
ahead.

The elections have passed and we have seen
that four years is a very short time, and in four years it
will be time for politicking, campaigning and such like
again. However, for now we have been given the
grave responsibility for the next four years of working
together as representatives and building the country.
To that | give my commitment to the people of Cay-
man and the people of West Bay and to the govern-
ment, my continued support in whatever is in the best
interest of our beautiful Cayman Islands.

| am sure that at times we will disagree but |
pledge at those times to try my hardest to do so in a
respectable manner, that we can all (as has been
done in the past) work together and play together. In a
lot of instances | think it is important to recognise, and
| think it was evident throughout the campaign, that
people hear the discussions and the differences on
the floor of the Legislative Assembly and they feel that
there is some great animosity or divide amongst the
Members. However, when we leave the floor of the
Legislative Assembly and whether it is in the common
room or on the street there is still camaraderie
amongst both sides of this Honourable House. | think
that is the example that we have to set for the general
public to see.
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Before | close, | would like to congratulate the
members of the People’s Progressive Movement, not
only the winning candidates, but their obviously hard-
working organisation and committee. | think that they
have done themselves proud in competing and con-
testing an election and winning the majority of seats in
that election. All that is left for me to do at this stage is
to say congratulations to all Members and again to
commit and pledge my support to the betterment of
the Cayman Islands.

| also want to thank God for His continued
blessing on me and my family. | would also like to
thank my family, my wife, my two sons and my mother
and father, who have, | think, left the Chamber, for all
the love and support that they have given me over my
time prior to politics and during the difficult times in
politics. | would also like to say thank you to all the
people of the Cayman Islands for their continued sup-
port and to pledge my continued work as a represen-
tative of all the people.

May God continue to bless these beautiful
Cayman Islands.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Second Official Member, the
Attorney General.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. Samuel Madam
Speaker.

I just would like to offer my congratulations to
all Honourable Members of this Legislative Assembly
on their successful election. | want to observe that the
Election and campaigning itself was very robust. At
the end of it all we had no hanging charts, no preg-
nant ballots, no election petition and | think it speaks
of the maturity of our democracy.

| am happy and indeed would wish to con-
gratulate you on the elevation to the Chair of Speaker.
| want to also congratulate the Deputy Speaker. | am
confident that the traditions left by previous Speakers
will continue and so the Chair is in good hands.

I wish to add that we, as Members of this
House, should continue to be robust and passionate
about what we do here, the business that we conduct.
In all of that, | would like to implore Members that per-
sons outside take their cues from how we conduct
ourselves in this House. It is imperative that we con-
tinue to be civil to each other, we should display un-
failing courtesies at all times so that the young people
can look at this House as a place to which to aspire. |
am very confident that all Honourable Members in this
House have those attributes and will continue to dis-
play them.

The elections are over. It is time for healing. |
am heartened by the conciliatory tones of the
speeches and it is quite clear already that hands are
being extended from both sides of the aisles and that
is extremely good. There is absolutely (unfortunately
for the incoming government) no honeymoon! There

W. Bulgin: Thank you,

are a number of initiatives that are being pursued.
There is a niggling crime problem, there are social
issues, there are international initiatives that will all
continue to engage an incoming government. We all
pledge our support, our unconditional support | might
add, to ensure that these Cayman Islands continue to
be a place of pride where every one of us would wish
to live and aspire to probably be buried when we die. |
thank you.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Honourable Financial Secre-
tary, Mr. Ken Jefferson.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I would like to start by making some brief re-
marks in connection with your election to the impor-
tant post of Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Today marks a very important elevation in
your long and distinguished public service to the
Cayman Islands. You have maintained a keen interest
in the way parliamentary procedure should be carried
out in the House over the years. Madam Speaker,
many times | have heard you give your interpretation
as to the way procedures should be carried out along
with your rationale for your interpretation, and | expect
that the House will be hearing more from you along
these lines. | am very confident that all Honourable
Members in the House respect your knowledge. | am
equally confident that you will be fair and you will be
unbiased and you will go down historically, Madam
Speaker, as being another distinguished Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly in the Cayman Islands.

| should also offer my congratulations to Mr.
Cline Glidden, Jr., as Deputy Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly. | think Mr. Glidden has earned the re-
spect of the House and the public during his time as
Deputy Speaker, and | am sure he will continue to
maintain that respect, Madam Speaker.

| also wish to congratulate all Honourable
Members of the new Government. | think | have
shaken hands with them all and if | did not, it was an
innocent omission. They certainly have my respect
and admiration. Equally, the Members of the Opposi-
tion do not only have my respect but also, | am sure,
have the respect of other Official Members on this
side of the aisle.

It is my responsibility to provide the Govern-
ment and the Legislative Assembly with objective ad-
vice and clear cut evidence. | have said this before. |
will continue to do so to the best of my ability in the
future. The duty imposed by collective responsibility is
an important one and | will abide by it. That responsi-
bility involves supporting and defending the policies of
the Government. | will be respectful to you, Madam
Speaker, to all Honourable Members, and to all staff
of the Legislative Assembly.
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In conclusion, | would say that | take away
from the proceedings here today in the Legislative
Assembly so far, perhaps | think what the late Prime
Minister of the UK Mr. Jim Callahan was remarked to
have said; “We may never reach the Promised Land
but we can certainly march towards it.” From what |
have heard from both sides of the House today, | think
the House wants to march towards the Promised
Land—the Promised Land being the betterment for
the people of the Cayman Islands.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Second Elected Member for
the District of West Bay, Mr. Rolston Anglin.

Does any other Member wish to

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| would like to first of all offer my hearty thanks
to the hardworking committee responsible for my
other three colleagues and me being here as Elected
Members. | would like to thank my family for all the
support they have offered me not only since | decided
to enter politics, but throughout my entire life.

| would like to also thank all of the people of
West Bay, and the people of the Cayman Islands who
last Wednesday took part in the democratic process. |
would like to also thank Almighty God for His many
blessings that He continues to bestow upon all of our
lives and indeed these Cayman Islands. This is still
the best place on earth. There are many good places
to live but | think we all share a common ground when
we speak about our home.

| would like to offer my congratulations to the
People’s Progressive Movement, to the new Leader of
Government Business and the entire Cabinet. | wish
them well and every success because this is our
country. It is for our children and their children to
come.

I would like to also congratulate every single
candidate who contested the recent elections. It takes
a brave person, a person of conviction to offer them-
selves and step forward to ask their fellow citizens to
support them. Every one of them makes democracy
and this country stronger.

| encourage all who choose not to participate
in the democratic process last week to reflect on the
great magnitude, the awesome responsibility and
privilege to be able to do this. | encourage all of them
in some way, to take part in this community, whether
through voluntary services or in whatever way they
can find to participate in the community. Fifteen Mem-
bers will not solve the problems of the Cayman Is-
lands. Fifteen people cannot solve all the problems of
40,000. | encourage them that if God spares their lives
four years from now to take part in the democratic
process.

Every society has challenges. | know this is a
cliché, because | have heard it from the time | was a
little boy, but every election is seen as the most impor-

tant, and every time is seen as the most challenging
and the most important. | suppose there is a bit of
selfishness in all who see life that way. However, we
all know that there are great challenges that face
these Cayman Islands. In the wake of the ravages of
Hurricane Ivan there is still much suffering and there
is still much rebuilding to be done. My colleagues and
I, on this side of the House, do give every one of our
citizens—and that includes the elected Government—
our support to do whatever we can do to ensure that
we secure our people and this country to make it
stronger.

There is much work to be done in rebuilding
and building new schools because we do recognise
that mobility in life is best achieved through education.
So, we offer the Government every bit of assistance
that we can give in this regard and we do encourage
the continuation of the programmes that have been
started. | believe that there is much good that has al-
ready been done for education.

We do understand that there are many, many
social issues that come upon small and large commu-
nities once you start to develop in the way that the
Western world develops. There are many costs that
go along with the benefits we have in a free democ-
ratic society. Those challenges are key to our very
survival because a lot of those challenges do threaten
to undermine the peace, stability and economic well-
being that our people have come to enjoy. However,
more importantly, our people have come to demand
these as a part of the Cayman Islands. In this vein, we
offer whatever support to be given to the Government,
in order to work to ensure that we move aggressively
regarding issues facing young people, mainly em-
ployment, violence and violent crime.

I have been accused before of being a hard-
liner in that regard, and | will continue. Because | do
believe that we are at a time most crucial to ensuring
that we do not continue to allow what has started in
this country in regard to violent crime, gang violence,
et cetera.

In that regard, | want to encourage the Gov-
ernment and offer my support to youth programs, and
to the church outreach programs that are supported
by Government. | see those as providing the type of
wholesome activities that will steer our young people
in the right direction. We need to continue the strong
emphasis on sports because through experience we
know that sporting activities also do provide the type
of activities for young people that will allow them to
become good productive members of society.

Madam Speaker, | also offer our support to
strengthening the Youth Parliament in this country. |
believe that one of the key initiatives that we as Legis-
lators should embark upon is to engage young people
meaningfully, so that we understand clearly and give
them an opportunity to express their views. How can
we understand their views if we do not hear them ex-
pressed? | encourage the Government to also embark
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upon district youth forums because those are of criti-
cal importance to supporting the Youth Parliament.

Madam Speaker, my colleagues and | have
also spoken to taking leadership to our districts and in
that regard we are hoping that the Government is go-
ing to support us in having what we envision as lead-
ership roundtables within every single district in this
country. That would involve us having the ability to
meet with the key stakeholders within our communi-
ties to ensure that we are kept abreast of the current
issues and that we are able to be the best representa-
tives that we can be. After all, that is what people elect
every one of us for. That is the role that they expect
us to play and | think that that would be something
that would be very positive to ensure that this country
continues to grow and to mature.

I would like to also encourage the private sec-
tor to do its part in building; to do its part in seeing that
whilst business is important and employment is key to
our peoples’ survival, there is a social aspect of life
that Government must insist upon and social pro-
grammes will ensure our long term survival.

| am happy that this election has gone so
smoothly because it has put to bed at least one fear
that has been spread throughout this community from
the time | was a young boy, and that is that party poli-
tics had no place in the Cayman Islands. | congratu-
late all who where evolved with the elections, the
Election Office, the candidates, the elections agents
and the committees. Whilst this was a very robust
campaign from the platform (and it should be), on the
ground it was calm and peaceful.

This time around | never heard of one incident
in my district, | cannot say the same about prior to the
elections. | certainly cannot say the same for 2000.
Nothing serious in 2000, but this time around not one
single election related incident and usually as we all
know, a lot of times people go out and get excited and
perhaps go to a local establishment and get a little
excited about their candidates and you would have
things happen that perhaps we would not desire.

However, | say that politically the maturity of
the Cayman Islands has grown by leaps and bounds
over the past few years and | am glad to be around to
see this.

Madam Speaker, | do want to offer you my
congratulations. | know that you will do a sterling job
in the Chair while you are there. | offer my congratula-
tions to my colleague, the Third Elected Member for
West Bay, in his election to the office of Deputy
Speaker. | know that most of us are anxious to go and
there will be much opportunity over the next four years
for talk and debate and | think most who know me
know that | can hold my own in that regard.

Madam Speaker, God bless the Cayman Is-
lands and the people. We are going to represent eve-
ryone from every district whether they supported us or
not, if they come to us for assistance. That is what we
are here to do. | say God bless the Leader of Gov-
ernment Business and may God bless the Leader of

the Opposition, my colleague, my friend, the Honour-
able McKeeva Bush, because in their hands rests
much responsibility.

Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Speaker:
speak?

| recognise the Honourable Alden McLaughlin,
Jr., the Second Elected Member for George Town.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

My heart is full today, in fact so full | wonder if
| dare speak. This has been a hard-fought battle to
arrive at this point. Three years ago, those of us on
the other side, having lived through what we lived
through, sat down and talked seriously about our fu-
ture and about the future of this country and about the
direction about which we thought the country ought to
go; thus was born what became known as the Peo-
ple’s Progressive Movement.

One thing that we understood from the very
beginning was that the future of this country, if it was
to be ensured, had to rest and reside in the hands of
the people of this country. We understood that ordi-
nary men and women, and young people, needed to
have a say in the affairs of Government right from the
start and all along the way. Thus, when the People’s
Progressive Movement came into being that became
its underlying philosophy—a consultative and partici-
pative approach to government. We did not want to
simply create an election winning machine which once
it delivered representatives at the end of the process
fell away.

That idea caught fire with the people of this
country. That idea has inspired the tremendous en-
ergy of the People’s Progressive Movement. That is a
philosophy which as long as we hold true to it will de-
liver to this country the best administration this country
has ever seen.

| have no doubt about that, not just because
of the confidence | repose in my colleagues on the
Front and Back Benches here, but because | know as
long as we allow the people to play the part which
they ought to play, they will keep us all honest. They
will keep us all true to the philosophy, to the purpose
for which the organisation was created and keep us
true to the promises we have made in the manifesto.

Madam Speaker, it has not yet been recog-
nised publicly, but this is truly a momentous occasion.
It is the first time in modern history of the Cayman Is-
lands that a party has won the mandate from the peo-
ple of this country. That is a tremendous achievement
but it also carries with it a tremendous responsibility, a
responsibility which | readily acknowledge.

| wish to pay tribute to those scores of per-
sons who, in many instances, have put their personal
lives on hold, who have contributed financially, re-
source-wise and time-wise to the creation and devel-
opment of the People’s Progressive Movement and to
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its tremendous victory at the polls on 11 May 2005.
There is no amount of thanks and tribute | or any
other member of this Government can pay that will
ever be enough. Many of them have sacrificed their
lives, have put themselves on the line; have been the
subject of ridicule, the subject of criticism and in some
instances have even been the subject of threats and
intimidation because of what they have determined
they should stand up for. They believe in the cause!

| undertake, as long as | am part of this or-
ganisation, a part of this Government that we will not
betray their trust and the trust that has been reposed
in us by the Cayman Islands at large.

Madam Speaker, | wish to thank first the peo-
ple of the District of George Town for again reposing
their trust in me as an elected representative. | dearly
love these Islands, and | particularly love the district of
George Town and my people in George Town.

This is a difficult job for all Members. Any
Member that has managed to arrive in these Honour-
able Chambers has every right to be proud of that
achievement because it takes tremendous patience,
courage and hard work to discharge your function as
an elected representative. However, | can truly say
that nothing | have ever done, short of beholding the
birth of my two sons, has ever given me greater satis-
faction when serving the people of this country and
particularly the people of my district.

There are many who still say (four and half
years on) that they think | have made a wrong choice
and that | have given up a successful professional
career to do this. However, life is tragically short—one
must do what one’s heart leads one to do. My heart
has led me to do this job. | have had the tremendous
honour and privilege that the people of George Town
have seen fit to allow me to do that job. There is noth-
ing else | wish to do more than to give my best years,
my best efforts, my best energies to moving this coun-
try forward to doing what | believe | have been called
to do.

The pursuit of great wealth has never been
my ambition. | believe that this is what | have been
called to do. | have been blessed with health,
strength, with a supportive family, tremendous col-
leagues and a support system that has enabled me to
come this far.

We have all talked about building bridges and
stretching hands across the aisle, and | am entirely in
favour of that. Any Member who is in this Honourable
House is here because the people of his or her con-
stituency have reposed sufficient trust in them to elect
them to that office. Each Member, whether they are a
Member of the Government or not, ought to be ac-
corded due respect, enabled to participate in all of the
affairs of this Honourable House and, to the extent
possible, in the administration of the country as a
whole.

| recognise the Opposition as a critically im-
portant component in the Westminster system of Gov-
ernment; it operates as a check and balance on the

authority and power and conduct of the Executive.
Without a good Opposition it is impossible to have a
good Government. So | extend to them the hand of
friendship, the hand of camaraderie; | extend to them
my love and respect for the offices and positions
which they hold. We are all part of what makes a de-
mocracy work.

There will be, no doubt, wrangling as the
years go by. That is part and parcel of the process.
As long as we understand what our respective roles
are and act with decorum and decency in our ex-
changes and remain, as some others have said, civil
to each other, | believe we will get the job done.

| pledge to the people of this country, my very
best efforts and those of my colleagues in this Peo-
ple’'s Progressive Movement administration. God
bless us all, God bless these Cayman Islands and
inspire us with the wisdom, the courage, guidance and
the direction to take this country to where it needs to
go.

| close, Madam Speaker, by wishing to thank
my immediate family, particularly my wife and chil-
dren, for their patience and for their fortitude in putting
up my with my many absences, to use a good Cay-
manian expression, my disagreeableness when | am
under pressure to deal with the many issues with
which you are faced as an elected representative and
even more so during the height of a very, very torrid
campaign.

| would also like to thank my two sisters for
their moral support and particularly my parents, both
of whom are still here in this Chamber, for their cour-
age and their encouragement of me. My father in par-
ticular followed me to almost every single public meet-
ing | went to at almost age 79! That is commitment
and support which is impossible to truly acknowledge.
Without that kind of support this would be an almost
impossible task.

| thank all of those who have helped me to
reach this point. To go in to the list would take a long,
long time, but it has been a wonderful, wonderful ex-
perience. | look forward to the challenges that lie
ahead.

I thank you, Madam Speaker, for accepting
the important role as Speaker of this Honourable Leg-
islative Assembly. | believe you will bring to the
Chair—I know you will bring to the Chair a new level
of decorum. | know that you will also command with-
out any question, the complete respect and support of
all Members of this Honourable House, even the Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition who, | know in his
heart of hearts (despite what he has said) does be-
lieve you will make an excellent Speaker!

[Laughter and inaudible interjections]

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: With those few
words | would like to close and say that | am anxious
to get to the Glass House for the swearing in of Cabi-
net. Thank you.
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The Speaker: Before | put the question, | would like to
inform Honourable Members that the group photo-
graph will take place following the adjournment here in
the Chamber as well as individual portrait shots.

The question is that this Honourable House
do now adjourn sine die. All those in favour, please
say Aye. All those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 2.52 pm the Honourable House adjourned sine
die.
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The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Third Official
Member to say prayers.

PRAYERS

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom
and power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct
and prosper the deliberations of the Legislative As-
sembly now assembled, that all things may be or-
dered upon the best and surest foundations for the
glory of Thy Name and for the safety, honour and wel-
fare of the people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales;
and all the Royal Family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of
Cabinet and Members of the Legislative Assembly,
that we may be enabled faithfully to perform the re-
sponsible duties of our high office. All this we ask for
Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say The Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

Proceedings resumed at 10:02 am

ADMINISTRATION OF
OATHS OR AFFIRMATIONS

By the Honourable First Official Member
The Speaker: | ask the Honourable First Official

Member to come to the Clerk’s table to take his oath.
Would all Members please stand?

Hon. George A. McCarthy: |, George Anthony
McCarthy, do swear that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her
Heirs and Successors, according to Law, so help me
God.

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member, |
wish to welcome you back to the Chamber. You were
not here for the official swearing in and | now invite
you to take your seat.

Please be seated.

Before we start with the orders of the day |
would like to welcome the year four students and
teachers from the Bodden Town Primary School and
it is my wish this morning that the students and the
teachers will learn something from the procedure of
this Legislative Assembly. Thank you.

QUESTIONS TO
HONOURABLE MINISTERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE CABINET

Question No. 1

The Speaker: Question No. 1 stands in the name of
the First Elected Member Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

No. 1: Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business re-
sponsible for the Ministry of Planning, Communica-
tions, District Administration and Information Tech-
nology to provide a current status update for the Gov-
ernment Affordable Housing Development for Cay-
man Brac and to say:

@ whether or not the Government has any plans
to continue this said Affordable Housing pro-
ject; and

(b) if there are plans; to say what these plans
are.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and Minister of Planning.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, the answer:
in reply to the first part of the question, yes, this Gov-
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ernment plans to continue with affordable housing
development for Cayman Brac.

Regarding the second part of the question, |
wish to advise that my Ministry is taking immediate
steps to address the affordable housing needs in
Cayman Brac. Discussions are underway with staff
regarding the best way to deliver suitable housing to
the people of Cayman Brac while at the same time
serving as an economic boost to the economy of Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman.

Some of our first tasks will include a compre-
hensive needs assessment as well as fine tuning
plans for two- and three-bedroom concrete block con-
struction, single family homes. The Ministry already
has on staff individuals with wide experience in af-
fordable housing and construction and project man-
agement. These skills combined with district admini-
stration personnel and indeed wide interest from the
private sector in Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, will
help ensure a quality affordable programme in Cay-
man Brac.

| look forward to reporting to my colleagues in
Cabinet and, indeed, back to you, Madam Speaker,
on this most important initiative.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
First Elected Member fro Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Supplementaries

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

I wish to thank the Honourable Leader of
Government for his answer, and | would ask whether
he is in a position to say whether or not the two
pieces of Crown property that were identified for af-
fordable housing are still the two pieces under con-
sideration for the said housing development project.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, that is outside
the original question but if the Honourable Leader and
Minister responsible for District Administration is in a
position to answer it | will entertain it.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: As far as | know both proper-
ties are still in consideration for the Affordable Hous-
ing Initiative in Cayman Brac. Just to say, Madam
Speaker, some infrastructure work was done, espe-
cially to one piece of that property. So, in my view, it
really would not make sense to start the process all
over again.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

With reference to the substantive answer
where it refers to plans for two- or three-bedrooms, |
am happy to see that, and | wonder whether the Hon-
ourable Leader would be in a position to say how this
would affect the overall considerations for the said
homes.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and the Minister responsible for District
Administration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | would pre-
sume that the direction that supplementary is leading
to is with regard to the cost. Technical staff is now in
the process of developing the plans to completion.
Once that is accepted they will move further with re-
gard to bills of quantities and pricing on it. let me say
that we will move forward with those so that the op-
tions are in a manner that people will be able to afford
and the Government does accept that while we want
this to have continuity there will be, on the part of
Government, some injection, whether it be the cost of
the land or whatever, to be able to make sure that
these homes are affordable.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Honourable First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’'Connor-Connolly: My final sup-
plementary to the Honourable Leader. | wonder
whether the Honourable Leader is in a position to say
whether or not there would be consideration for his
Government to revoke the $800,000, which is in the
current financial provision for this project?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and the Minister responsible for District
Administration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, when the
Honourable First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman sees the four-month allocation, the
motion that is being brought by the Honourable Third
Official Member, she will see that it is in there.

Question No. 2

The Speaker: Question No. 2 standing in the name of
the Honourable First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

No. 2: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
the Minister responsible for District Administration
Whether or not the Government would consider budg-
eting, in this upcoming financial year (2005-2006), for
the construction of the Ann Tatum Bluff ramp at the
Creek, Cayman Brac.
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The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and the Minister responsible for District
Administration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The answer: The previous
Government had undertaken to create an access
ramp at Charlotte Road, which is approximately one
mile west of the Ann Tatum Road, and constructed an
access road to the bottom of the Bluff from the main
North Coast Road, which was finished just prior to the
2005 Elections. This would then be followed up by
constructing a ramp from the end of this road up to the
Bluff to connect with Charlotte Road. Having two
ramps this close to each other is seen to be exces-
sive.

The reason given for not previously choosing
Ann Tatum Road site for a ramp was that it would cost
more than double the one at Charlotte Road, hence
the reason for this relocation.

The Speaker: Are there any Supplementaries?
The Honourable First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | wonder if the Honourable Leader
would undertake to present at a later stage a cost
analysis of both ramps—Ann Tatum and Charlotte
Road?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and the Minister responsible for District
Administration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Certainly, Madam Speaker. |
do not have the information available at this point in
time but | would be happy to do so and provide justifi-
cation for the decision.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
Question No. 3

The Speaker: Question No. 3 by the First Elected
Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is ad-
dressed to the Honourable Leader of Government
Business and the Minister responsible for District Ad-
ministration.

No. 3: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’'Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
the Minister responsible for District Administration if
the Government supports -

(a) the realignment and construction of the Guy Banks
Road in Little Cayman as proposed by Mr. Derwyn
Scott; and

(b) the realignment and construction of the Spot Bay
Road in Little Cayman.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business and Minister responsible for District Admini-
stration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, the answer:
The realignment of this road has been costed by Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD) and it is seemed to be
too costly for our present annual capital roads alloca-
tion.

The answer to (b) is the Government supports
the realignment and the construction of Spot Bay
Road on Little Cayman as a priority and plans to have
these works undertaken within the 2005/2006 budget
year.

In other words, Madam Speaker, it is very
unlikely that we would be able to afford both projects
and the realignment and construction of the Spot Bay
Road in Little Cayman is seen as more important, in
order of priority than the other one.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any other supplementaries?
The Honourable First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | wish to thank the Honourable
Leader for his response and to say that | concur with
part (b) of his response in that it is in fact a priority.

Would the Honourable Leader undertake to
speak to his technical staff as it relates to a proposal
put forward by Mr. Derwyn Scott for a partnership as
related to the costs thereof?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business and Minister responsible for District
Administration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | understand
the gist of the Member’s question, and what | will un-
dertake to do, as | have not had time to familiarise
myself with it, is to get all the facts together. | do not
mind having discussions moving forward, but we must
bear in mind that any decision taken must be for the
good of the majority and that is the way we will ap-
proach it.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementaries that
concludes question time.
I now call on the Honourable Minister of
Community Services, Youth, Sports and Gender Af-
fairs.

STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET
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Urgent and Special Forensic Audit on the National
Housing and Community Development Trust

Hon. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, on 24 May
2005 the Governor, His Excellency Mr. Bruce Din-
widdy CMG, after consultation with Cabinet, re-
guested the Auditor General, Mr. Dan Duguay, to
conduct an urgent and special forensic audit on the
National Housing and Community Development Trust,
from the period of the inception of the Affordable
Housing Initiative.

Madam Speaker, the audit was to be carried
out in two phases: firstly, an audit for the period 1
September 2004 to 25 May 2005. A report on that
period was to be submitted by 17 June 2005.

The second phase was to be a comprehen-
sive audit of the performance history and financial
accounts of the Affordable Housing Initiative from its
inception to 25 May 2005. A report on the second
phase is to be submitted to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor by 31 August 2005.

The purpose of this statement today is firstly
to inform the country, through the legislature, of de-
velopments surrounding the Affordable Housing Initia-
tive, which falls under the auspices of the Ministry of
Community Services, Youth, Sports and Gender Af-
fairs, for which | hold responsibility.

Secondly, it is to inform this Honourable
House and the general public that the first report
which was due on 17 June was received by His Ex-
cellency the Governor on the required date.

Madam Speaker, yesterday His Excellency
informed Cabinet that he would be making this first
phase of the two-part report public later on today, 22
June.

There has been growing unease within the
civil service since the announcement that a forensic
audit of the Housing Initiative would be conducted. It
is therefore incumbent upon me as the Minister re-
sponsible to allay some of those fears within the ser-
vice and the broader community by assuring all par-
ties that this is not a witch-hunt. The probe does not
target any individual or group of individuals, but rather
seeks to get answers to many pressing questions in
relation to the management, direction and focus of
that enterprise.

| have said that to say, that the findings of the
report by the Auditor General are not very complimen-
tary of the management practices that existed. There
are also several worrying issues with respect to the
allocation and disbursement of public funds. Accord-
ingly, the report on the operations of the Affordable
Housing Initiative has been referred to the Royal
Cayman lIslands Police Service Financial Crime Unit
for further investigation.

When this audit was initiated | said through
the media to the country that | was not taking any po-
sition on what | expected the outcome to be. The fact
that the Auditor General has uncovered a number of
irregularities which warrant further investigation is of

grave concern to this Government and should not be
taken lightly.

Further, so as to avoid the possibility of
prejudicing the outcome of what could be a criminal
investigation, the Cabinet has determined that the
report should not be the subject of a debate in this
Honourable House at this time.

Madam Speaker, the People’s Progressive
Movement Administration does not rejoice in the dis-
covery of such situations. It must, however, be borne
in mind that this Administration gave the people of
this country an undertaking that it would ensure
proper management of the country’s affairs, which
includes transparency, openness and fiscal responsi-
bility. We therefore concur with the Auditor General's
request for a police investigation and His Excellency’s
decision to make the first part of the report public.

| stress that my intervention at this point is for
information purposes only and do promise that in the
fullness of time | will articulate fully my views on this
very sordid and unfortunate period in the social and
economic life of our country.

For the time being, | implore all Caymanians
to access the report and be apprised of what obtained
in this country prior to the change of government less
than 50 days ago.

Madam Speaker, | thank you.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, | wonder if | could ask a brief question under
Standing Order 32.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | would prefer at
this time, since the Cabinet has taken the decision
that they do not want this to go into public debate, if
we would keep those questions very simple and not
get into the meat.

Honourable Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

Short Questions
(Standing Order 32)

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | wonder if the Honourable Member
can say whether or not it is a special report of the
Auditor General.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Community Services.

Hon. V. Arden McLean: The Report is not a special
report of the Auditor General. The offices of the Audi-
tor General were used only because of the expertise
available therein. This forensic audit was ordered by
the Governor and he could very well have gone out of
the Government and appoint other auditors but he
used the resources that were within Government.
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

BILLS

FIRST READING

The Reporting of Savings Income Information
(European Union) Bill, 2005

The Clerk: The Reporting of Savings Income Informa-
tion (European Union) Bill, 2005.

The Speaker: The Bill is deemed to have been read
a first time and is set down for second reading.

SECOND READING

The Reporting of Savings Income Information
(European Union) Bill, 2005

The Speaker: | call upon the Honourable Third Offi-
cial Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, | beg
to move the second reading of a Bill entitled, The Re-
porting of Savings Income Information (European Un-
ion) Bill, 2005.

The Speaker: The Bill has been duly moved, does
the Honourable Mover wish to speak thereto?
The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As this Honourable House is aware, the
Cayman Islands, along with the five other Caribbean
overseas territories, the Crown dependencies; the
Dutch dependencies, and San Marino, Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Andorra and Monaco committed to im-
plement by means of bilateral agreements with the
tewenty-five European Union member states, the
same measures as contained in the European Union
Directive itself on the taxation of savings income in
the form of interest payments.

Madam Speaker | shall refer to the European
Union as the EU, hereafter.

In the case of the Cayman Islands and after
further to industry consultation, the measures that |
have just mentioned involve the provision of specified
information rather than a withholding tax on interest
payments.

By authority of the Cabinet, the Cayman Is-
lands signed bilateral agreements with the 25 EU
member states. However, the agreements are not
self-executing, meaning that legislation is required for
their implementation. The Bill currently before the
House is primary legislation which is aimed to accom-
plish this end.

Madam Speaker, before | deal with the Bill it-
self, | would like to briefly review the agreement that
the Bill is designed to give effect to. This agreement is
included in the Bill as Schedule 1. The scope of the
provision of information measures under the agree-
ment, as under the Directive, is very restricted. The
implementation of the agreement will put obligations
only on “paying agents” within the Cayman Islands
who make or hold “interest payments” on “savings
income” to or for an individual who is a tax resident of
an EU Member State.

The obligations will require that “paying
agents” provide information to EU tax authorities via
the designated competent authority in the Cayman
Islands on the amount of “interest payments” on “sav-
ings income” together with details of the recipient.
Such information, when it exists, will be collected and
disclosed only in respect of individuals who are tax
residents of the EU. Provision of information to the
relevant EU Authority, where required, would occur
once per annum, and would occur within six months
after the end of the calendar year.

As the EU has officially set 1 July 2005 as the
implementation date for the Directive, the first report-
ing under the agreements would occur in mid-2006
(so, six months after the end of 2005). Persons who
are not resident for tax purposes within the EU, legal
persons, certain trusts and partnerships, corporate
structures, other investment vehicles and institutions
that do not fall within the narrow scope of the defini-
tion, will be unaffected.

For this reason (given the nature of our indus-
try), while there will be appreciable compliance costs,
the Government expects that there will be some re-
ports to be made to EU authorities, but not a high vol-
ume.

Madam Speaker, there are a few additional
features of the agreements that | would like to high-
light. Application of the agreements may be sus-
pended if an EU member state or any of Switzerland,
San Marino, Monaco, Andorra, Liechtenstein, the as-
sociated and dependent territories of EU member
states should cease to apply the measures.

The agreements provide for the recognition of
a Cayman UCITS equivalent [Undertaking for Collec-
tive Investment in Tradable Securities], that is, a retalil
mutual fund, that enables Cayman’s non-retail mutual
funds to be excluded from the scope. The bulk of the
Cayman Islands Mutual Fund Industry involves non
retail funds. Just as those products are excluded
within the EU itself, with the Cayman UCITS equiva-
lent being a mutual fund licensed under section 5 of
the Mutual Funds Law (2003 Revision) and listed on
the Cayman Islands Stock Exchange, which will be so
defined under the Regulations to be made under the
Bill if it becomes law.

There is also a mutual agreement procedure
for the respective competent authorities. Confidential-
ity is required in respect of any information provided.
And There is provision for termination of the agree-
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ment.

Madam Speaker, | now turn to the Bill itself,
which was Gazetted on 25 May 2005 and which was
subject to much industry consultation.

The Bill has 9 clauses, and is a simple piece
of enabling legislation. The key provisions are as fol-
lows:

Clause 1(2) provides that the Law come into
force on such date as may be appointed by order
made by the Governor, and “Governor” is defined in
the Bill, as “Governor in Cabinet.” The EU has offi-
cially set 1 July 2005 as the implementation date for
the Directive and therefore implementation of the as-
sociated agreements will need to follow suit.

Clause 2 provides for the key terms such as
‘paying agent’, ‘savings income’ and ‘relevant payee’
to be defined in regulations. Those definitions will
track with the definitions in the agreements that are
attached as Schedule 1.

Clause 6 empowers the Governor in Cabinet
to make regulations for those purposes and to pre-
scribe other matters such as the obligations of paying
agents, reporting forms to be used, and non-
compliance penalties.

Clause 4 designates the Financial Secretary
as the competent authority for the purposes of the
Law and its scheduled agreement and it also sets out
the principal function of the authority, which include
issuing guidance notes, receiving prescribed informa-
tion from paying agents, issuing tax residence certifi-
cates and compliance monitoring.

For efficiency, it is intended to delegate the
competent authority functions to the Tax Information
Authority that has been designated under the Tax In-
formation Authority Law, 2005.

Clause 9 was requested of the Cayman Is-
lands to cover the position of a number of EU member
states that will be unable to complete their ratification
procedures in respect of the bilateral agreements with
the Cayman lIslands prior to the implementation date
of 1 July 2005. Therefore, in accordance with the Vi-
enna Convention on Treaties, allowance is made in
Clause 9 for a one-year maximum provisional applica-
tion period.

Madam Speaker, as will have been noted
from the points that | have made thus far, the primary
legislation represented by this Bill will be supple-
mented by regulations and guidance notes. Both the
regulations and guidance notes have been the subject
of focused industry consultation to ensure that the
terms of the agreement are implemented in a manner
that makes sense in the Cayman context.

These regulations and guidance notes are at
an advanced stage of development. In terms of tim-
ing, neither the required regulations nor the guidance
notes can be made before this Bill is passed into law,
and there will be a ‘bedding in’ time for both the for-
mer, as the first reporting of information is not due to
occur until mid-2006.

Madam Speaker, | therefore commend The

Reporting of Savings Income Information (European
Union) Bill, 2005, to this Honourable House for pas-
sage.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak? Does
any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition
and First Elected Member for the district of West Bay.
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam
Speaker.

While | was the Leader of Government Busi-
ness it was always our position that the directive, as it
stood in the early stages, was poor economic policy
and that the United Kingdom should not have allowed
it to be extended beyond the territorial limits of the
European Union. However, we made every effort to
protect the Cayman Islands against this misconceived
initiative. The original initiative, after much dissention,
complaints and negotiating, meetings, trips to the
United Kingdom, meetings here, meetings in Brus-
sels, that initiative was watered down and in its final
form it was less damaging to these Islands.

That having been accomplished, a humber of
important concessions were granted by the United
Kingdom to us as a result of our strong, but fair nego-
tiations designed to protect and enhance the Cayman
Islands, our financial industry and our people. Despite
the concessions granted last year by the United King-
dom, it was still our view that the initiative would not
be as beneficial to these Islands. In true democratic
fashion at meetings with the financial industry, the
Government indicated that it did not feel that any fur-
ther concessions could be negotiated with the United
Kingdom and that our view of the initiative, even with
the concessions, was that it would be expensive to
implement. But it was up to the financial industry to
make the final decision on whether to accept what the
United Kingdom was offering us as offsetting meas-
ures.

Thank you,

If we all recall, because this Honourable
House and most Members of the House would have
been kept up to date via statements by myself or the
Honourable Financial Secretary throughout the
course of negotiations and discussions on the Direc-
tive, the United Kingdom, through the Paymaster
General, Dawn Primarolo, clearly indicated that they
were preparing to implement the Directive through
direct legislation in the Commons if the Cayman Is-
lands did not agree to implement the Savings Direc-
tive, in which event there would be no concessions for
the Cayman Islands. Let me clearly say, if we had
gone that route, while we said we would challenge
them, they would have put a bill through the Com-
mons and therefore we would have gotten no benefit
whatsoever and no concessions would have been
made to us.
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The financial industry, at the last meeting
held with them at the Hyatt, overwhelmingly voted for
the Government to accept the concessions and the
Directive. In the spirit of consultation, partnership and
democracy the Government accepted the advice of
the financial industry to accept the Savings Directive.
In spite of all this, it should not be forgotten that the
United Kingdom’s initial position was that the original
Initiative would have to be accepted by the Cayman
Islands with no concessions from them. That was the
original position. As | said, in our strong stance
against what was being attempted we did not back
off. This was a very hard-fought battle, which included
a case before the European Court of Justice which
ultimately led to the negotiating table because that is
not where we were in the first instance. We were
called to London and told this is what is going to hap-
pen, then the resultant concessions.

| assume, and we hope that the present ad-
ministration is ensuring that the hard-fought for con-
cessions will be implemented. | think that as an ad-
ministration we did well in getting this watered down
and getting it to the extent that something is being
offered to the Cayman Islands.

| thank you.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

| recognise the Honourable Minister respon-
sible for Education.

Hon. Alden M McLaughlin, Jr: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| rise to speak to the Reporting of Savings In-
come Information (European Union) Bill, 2005, on be-
half of the elected arm of Government on the basis
that on 1 July, as has been previously reported, | will
be the Minister with responsibility for the international
initiatives affecting the financial services industry and
therefore the spokesman on behalf of the Government
in relation to such matters.

This Bill is a necessary consequence of the
commitment made by the Cayman Islands to imple-
ment the provision of information measures contained
in the EU Savings Directive by way of bilateral agree-
ments with the twenty-five EU member states. This
commitment was made by the previous Government
by way of a Government Motion in this Honourable
House on 13 February 2004.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition has
spoken about the difficulties arising as a result of this
commitment, but this Government has little time to
dwell on what could have been or what should been in
relation to these matters. Having committed to the EU
Savings Directive it is this Government’s position that
Cayman’s economic interests are ill served by per-
petuating uncertainty about the implementation.

Indeed, we take the position that this Bill cur-
rently before the House ought to have been passed
some time ago, and that the delay by the last Gov-

ernment has not served us well. Therefore this Gov-
ernment brings this Bill at the first available opportu-
nity, having ensured that there has been adequate
consultation with the private sector and ensuring also
the observation of the twenty-one day notice period
required by Standing Orders.

| should say that there was and remains con-
siderable pressure to have this Bill passed to enable
various commitments in terms of deadlines to be met,
in relation to notice periods and so forth, based on the
original commitment which has been made.

Madam Speaker, | think it is worth noting that
there is an important legal distinction to be drawn be-
tween the EU Savings Directive itself and the bilateral
agreements into which the Cayman Islands entered.
The agreements themselves state categorically that
the Cayman Islands is not within the EU fiscal terri-
tory. Indeed, as a matter of fundamental European
Union Law and EU Directive cannot apply to the
Cayman Islands or to any territory not named in Arti-
cle 299 of the treaty establishing the European com-
munity. This is precisely the reason for the bilateral
agreements which, as the term suggests, arose from
parallel negations with and through the United King-
dom.

The commitment undertaken via the bilateral
agreements is specific to the measures contained in
the EU Savings Directive as of 26 June 2003. Simply
amending the Directive on the EU side will not operate
so as to amend automatically the bilateral agree-
ments. The larger point in all of this is the Cayman
Islands is not an appendage of the European Union.
And while we respect the fact that the UK is a EU
member state this does not obviate the obligation of
the UK to engage with the Government of the Cayman
Islands in good time and in utmost good faith and on
matters that are of mutual concern and interest.

| can say that this Government has conveyed
to His Excellency the Governor and to Mr. Robert Cul-
shaw his recent visit to these Islands, that it is very
important to the financial industry and to this Govern-
ment of these Islands that matters of importance such
as this have sufficient lead time to enable us to dis-
cuss the implications and plan for the implementation
of these types of directives and agreements.

We have to avoid the uncertainty and the
guestions about why it is all being done that often
arise in relation to such matters when matters appear
to be railroaded through the Legislative Assembly in
order to give effect to international agreements. This
Government has conveyed to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, in the clearest possible terms, our dissatisfac-
tion in the way these matters have been handed often
in the past and have sought their understanding and
agreement to deal with these matters differently to
treat us as a matured jurisdiction entitled to give input,
entitled to discuss the implications of such matters on
the Cayman Islands and in particular on the financial
industry.
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| should say that the response has been to the
satisfaction of this Government and we do have a
clear indication that in the way forward there will be
much more discussion and lead time permitted for the
Cayman Islands Government to consider these mat-
ters.

Madam Speaker, in that context as well as
generally, the Government’s policy will be to ensure
that at all times the best interests of the Cayman Is-
lands are relentlessly pursued. This clearly includes
the support and protection of the financial services
sector of which | have just spoken.

As the Honourable Third Official Member has
said, given the nature of our industry in terms of struc-
ture and client base, while there will be appreciable
compliance costs in both the public and private sec-
tors associated with agreements, | would venture to
suggest than an avalanche of reporting on EU indi-
viduals’ savings income is not a sensible expectation
for our treasury colleagues in the EU member states.

In the context of discussions with the UK in
connection with bilateral agreements, Madam
Speaker, there were certain undertakings given by the
UK, and the Honourable Leader of the Opposition has
referred to some of them, but very few of those con-
cessions have actually come to any fruition thus far.
The one that is notable that has actually come to be is
the recognition of the Cayman Islands Stock Ex-
change under the UK Taxes Act with resulting in-
crease business flows to the Exchange. The chief un-
dertaking which relates to the negotiation of a com-
prehensive taxation agreement that will not only in-
clude information exchange provisions but also provi-
sions to ensure that in relation to the allocation of tax-
ing rights and the application of the UK Tax Regime
economic activity between the UK and the Cayman
Islands can benefit from a transparent commercially
certain and non discriminatory framework is yet to
come about. That will require considerable negotiation
and discussions over a period that is perhaps as long
as eighteen months.

I can confirm that this Government fully in-
tends to pursue these negotiations to a successful
conclusion as well as to follow up on all of the UK un-
dertakings as a priority. | look forward to being closely
involved in this as | take up my new role in the policy
arena on matters affecting the financial services sec-
tor.

Madam Speaker, with those brief remarks |
also commend to this Honourable House the Report-
ing of Savings Income Information (European Union)
Bill, 2005.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

My contribution as it relates to the Reporting
of Savings Income Information (European Union) Bill,
2005 will be quite brief and solely for the purposes of
clarity from the Honourable Third Official Member if
he is in a position to so do.

As it relates to the various obligations and
very loosely put concessions that were in fact a le-
gitimate expectation on the part of the Cayman Is-
lands Government, | wonder whether in his winding
up he could inform the Honourable House as well as
the general public (saving except the one that was
mentioned by the Honourable Minister of Education,
that is the establishment of the Stock Exchange some
time ago) whether or not there are any other ones
that we can expect on the expected passing of the
Government Bill here today. And if at some stage he
could perhaps make a statement or the Leader who is
now responsible, the Minister for Education or for fi-
nancial matters, as to what obligations or concessions
can the country legitimately expect to receive as a
result of this commitment.

Madam Speaker, as memory would serve,
these commitments were conditional commitments
based on the fact of expectations from the UK and
there was a long list put together by the financial
technocrats and in fact surfaced from time to time as
the Cayman Finance team went overseas and did
their very best in order to protect the finances of this
country.

| would also be most grateful and apprecia-
tive if the Honourable Third Official Member would
give us a bit more insight as to what is envisioned
under section 6(e) of the said proposed Bill as it re-
lates to penalties for non-compliance so that the gen-
eral public would have an idea as to what the expec-
tation would be. | note with keen interest that the
regulations and guidance, as he is empowered to so
do with this proposed legislation, has been around for
consultation, if I understood him correctly. Perhaps he
would be in a position to share with us what can be
expected seeing that finance in this country is one of
the two most significant pillars in our community.

Section 6 also gives the power to make regu-
lations by the Governor, and the Governor as defined
in section 2 means the Governor in Cabinet (which |
am happy to see). | just wonder whether the Honour-
able Third Official Member could give this Honourable
House a timeline (seeing that there is no objection
this far and there should be reasonable expectation
for safe passage of this Bill in the Honourable House
today) as to when the guidance notes and regulations
would be approved and implemented.

Secondly, could he perhaps say whether the
United Kingdom is expecting to so approve these
regulations and guidance notes prior to the Governor
in Cabinet as is set out in section 2?

Those are my only queries, and | keenly
await responses thereto either in this forum or at a
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more appropriate time if he desires more time. May it
please you.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

If no other Member wishes to speak does the
Honourable Third Official Member wish to exercise
his right of reply?

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Yes, thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition
made the general point that the Cayman Islands ne-
gotiated hard with the United Kingdom in order to get
the best possible outcome in respect of the Directive.
He also made the point of hinting at the cost to indus-
try of the implementation of the Directive.

| did acknowledge in my initial presentation of
the Bill that there will be some compliance costs in
respect of the Bill. There will not, in my opinion, be a
situation where industry is starting from scratch. The
Bill itself, in Schedule 1, under Article 4, speaks to the
paying agent having the ability to identify the benefi-
cial owner using information at its disposal, in particu-
lar pursuant to a legislation enforced in the Cayman
Islands on the prevention and use of the financial sys-
tem for the purpose of money laundering. So there
will be use of existing systems in place now to help in
the implantation of the Directive here in the Cayman
Islands.

| think the Honourable Minister for Education
also acknowledged that there will be some compli-
ance costs but we do not expect a tremendous
amount of volume of reports being made back to the
United Kingdom arising from this Bill.

The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman also asked about details of penal-
ties arising under Clause 6(e) of the Bill. Just to say
that the intended maximum penalty will be $3,000, no
term of imprisonment. The $3,000 maximum amount
is equal to the figure that is supplied in the UK under
their legislation in respect of this same item.

The same Honourable Member is quite right
in saying that certain undertakings were provided by
the United Kingdom Government in connection with
this particular Bill before the House. There are quite a
number of them, and | do not propose to actually deal
with each of them in turn. The Honourable Minister for
Education has stated that we do have recognition for
the Stock Exchange and business has increased as a
result of that.

There are few of the undertakings that | could
make comments on: One was that the Cayman Is-
lands Stock Exchange (CSX) could apply for desig-
nated investment exchange status. That particular
undertaking is still ongoing and is being pursued by
the Stock Exchange.

The most important undertaking provided by
the United Kingdom was that the UK and the Cayman
Islands Governments would enter into negotiations

with a view to establishing a comprehensive tax
agreement between the Cayman Islands and the UK.
That is still ongoing. We had, most recently, talks in
April of this year in the UK on this matter. The talks
are expected to continue late in the summer, perhaps
September of this year. We have made use of a ma-
jor UK law firm to help us with the negotiations. We
have a draft of a possible agreement from their per-
spective which we would then share with the UK to
get their view.

The procedure where that initiated from was
that we had an initial draft agreement. We had nego-
tiations and discussions, and as a result of that both
sides decided that they would amend the initial draft
agreement to show their perspective. The next step is
to discuss each side’s particular drafting.

Madam Speaker, the Honourable Attorney
General normally leads those discussions in the com-
prehensive tax agreement.

The general comment on the undertakings
provided by the UK is that they are ongoing and the
Honourable Minister for Education has stated that the
Government does intend to pursue those undertak-
ings throughout the course of its administration.

| conclude on the Bill by thanking all Honour-
able Members for their support and their comments
on the Bill.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The question is that a Bill shortly enti-
tled, Reporting of Savings Income Information (Euro-
pean Union) Law, 2005, be given a second reading.
All those in favour please say Aye. Those against,
No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: The Report of Savings Income Informa-
tion (European Union) Bill 2005 given a second
reading.

The Speaker: The House will now go into Committee
to consider the Bill.

House in Committee at 11.05 am

The Speaker: Please be seated.

The House is now in Committee. With the
leave of the House | assume that we will continue
with the same practice of asking the Honourable Sec-
ond Official Member to correct minor errors and such
the like in these Bills.

Would the Clerk please state the Bill and read
its clauses?

COMMITTEE ON BILL
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The Report of Savings Income Information (Euro-
pean Union) Bill 2005

Clauses 1 through 9

The Clerk:

Clause 1 Short title and commencement

Clause 2 Interpretation

Clause 3 Implementation

Clause 4 Competent authority

Clause 5 Registration on application of Confidential
Relationships Preservation Law (1995
Revision)

Clause 6 Regulations

Clause 7 Guidance notes

Clause 8 Immunity

Clause 9 Transitional provisions

The Chairman: The question is that Clauses 1
through 9 form part of the Bill.

The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly:
Madam Chairperson.

With reference to Clause 5, where it refers to
the power to delegate a designated person by the
competent authority, which would be the Financial
Secretary; | wonder whether the Honourable Third
Official Member is in a position to say what criteria
would be established for the designation for such a
person?

Thank you

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Chairman, we
have under the Tax Information Exchange Authority
an individual who would be carrying out the functions
under that law on my behalf as Financial Secretary.
Under that particular law it is proposed that that same
individual (and this announcement appeared recently
in the media) would perform the functions for the
competent authority under this particular Bill. The in-
dividual is a lawyer and has been in Cayman for quite
some time and is well known so he is deemed to be
quite able to carry out the particular functions under
this particular Bill and he is in post in the Portfolio of
Finance already carrying out activities in connection
with the Tax Information Authority Law. That same
individual would perform the functions under this Bill
should it pass into Law.

The Chairman: First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Chairperson.

Is the Honourable Member implying that such
person envisioned for the designation is not a Cay-
manian?

The Chairman: The Honourable Third Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Chairman, the
particular individual is a Caymanian. He has acquired
Cayman status so he is nhow a Caymanian.

The Chairman: The question is that Clauses 1
through 9 form part of the Bill. All those in favour
please say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
[Interjection]

The Chairman: Yes, we put the clauses in—1
through 9.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: [Microphone not turned on]
| did have a question in regards to Clause 3 in re-
gards to the Governor nominating the suspension of
operation of an agreement, and, Madam Chairman, |-

Hon. V. Arden McLean: Madam Chairman, with all
due respect, if the Leader of the Opposition is going
to ask a question he needs to do it in the microphone
in order that we have a proper record.

[Inaudible interjection]

The Chairman: Honourable Leader of the Opposi-
tion, First Elected Member for West Bay. Because we
have not had the final say on the question being put
on Clauses 1 through 9, | will allow you to ask a ques-
tion on Clause 3.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: That is why | was not talk-
ing in the microphone because we had not got to that
point.

Madam Chairperson, | did not raise it in the
debate, but | wonder whether there is an intention in
Clause 3 to when it says “Governor” whether it means
Governor in Cabinet, but whether the legislature
would have any knowledge of what agreement is be-
ing suspended in regard to this.

Maybe the Financial Secretary could—

Hon. Alden M McLaughlin, Jr: Madam Chairman.

The Chairman: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Alden M McLaughlin, Jr: Madam Chairman,
what | can say is that in keeping with this Govern-
ment's commitment to openness and transparency
we will, as soon as it is practicable, advise this Hon-
ourable House and the country as a whole of any
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such decisions if they are required to terminate or
suspend the operation agreement or to amend the
schedule in the Law.

The Chairman: The Honourable Third Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Chairman, | just
make the additional point that in terms of suspension
and termination of the agreement, it is the case that
the whole foundation on which the Government and
the previous administration proceeded on this particu-
lar matter would be that the Bill and the directive
therefore would proceed on an “all or nothing” basis
so that the twenty-five EU member states, including
the dependencies of the UK and the Netherlands
would all proceed on the same and equal basis and
there is provision if any one of those EU member
states or dependencies were, for a particular reason,
to suspend or terminate their agreement then it would
call into jeopardy the entire arrangement and there-
fore it would be, | envisage in that circumstance, the
circumstance in which a suspension or termination of
the agreement would take place. But it is not envis-
aged, obviously, to be the norm.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Chairman.

The Chairman:
tion.

Honourable Leader of the Opposi-

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | thank the Financial Secre-
tary. It is what | was getting after. | knew that was the
position and if it came to that point where there is a
backing out, let us say, of the agreement whether we
would be informed before or after. The Honourable
Minister for Education said they would inform us and
that is what | was seeking. Thank you kindly.

The Chairman: Before we put the final question
does anyone else wish to speak?

The question is that Clauses 1 through 9 form
part of the Bill. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Chairman: The Ayes have it.
Agreed. Clauses 1 through 9 passed.

Schedules 1 and 2

The Clerk:

Schedule 1 Master European Union Agreement on
the reporting of savings income informa-
tion.

Schedule 2 List of member states.

The Chairman: The question is that schedules 1 and

2 form part of the Bill. All those in favour please say

Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Schedules 1 and 2 passed.

The Clerk: A Bill for a Law to Make Provision for the

Reporting of Savings Income Information and for Inci-

dental and Connected Purposes.

The Chairman: The question is that the title do form

part of the Bill. All those in favour please say Aye.

Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Title passed.

The Chairman: The question is that the Bill be re-

ported to the House. All those in favour please say

Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Chairman: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. The Bill to be reported to the House.
House resumed at 11.16 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. | now call on the

Honourable Third Official Member to report on the
Bill.

REPORT ON BILL

The Report of Savings Income Information (Euro-
pean Union) Bill, 2005

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, | am
to report that a Bill entitled the Reporting of Savings
Income Information (European Union) Bill, 2005, was
considered by a Committee of the whole House and
passed without amendment.

The Speaker: The Bill has been duly reported and is
set down for the Third Reading.

Proceedings will be suspended for fifteen
minutes.

Proceedings suspended at 11.17 am

Proceedings resumed at 11.40 am
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The Speaker: Proceedings are resumed. We have
now concluded the business on our Order Paper to-
day. | call on the Honourable Leader of Business to
move the adjournment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
beg to move the adjournment of this Honourable
House until tomorrow 10 am.

The Speaker: The question is, is that this Honourable
House do now adjourn until 10am, tomorrow morning.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Before you take the vote
Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker, will there be a Business
Committee afterwards? May | ask the Leader of Gov-
ernment Business?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
There is a matter on which we will have to confer with
the staff here to ensure that procedurally it will be
done correctly. So, as soon as we know that, a Busi-
ness Committee will be called. | hear what the Leader
of the Opposition is asking. Perhaps if members of the
Business Committee could stay for a few minutes so
we will not have to be called back. | respect what you
are saying.

The Speaker: The question is, is that the House do
now adjourn until 10am, tomorrow, 23 June. Will all
those in favour please say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. This Honourable
House stands adjourned until 10am, tomorrow morn-

ing.

At 11.42 am the House stood adjourned until 10
am Thursday, 23 June 2005.
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10.11 AM
Second Sitting

The Speaker: Good morning.

We will have prayers by the Honourable First
Elected Member for West Bay and Leader of the Op-
position.

PRAYERS

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Let us pray:

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales,
and all the Royal family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of Ex-
ecutive Council and Members of the Legislative As-
sembly, that we may be enabled faithfully to perform
the responsible duties of our high office.

All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together:

Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the King-
dom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 10.13 am

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

| have received apologies from the Minister of
Community Affairs, Youth, Sports and Gender Affairs
and the Honourable First Official Member for late arri-
val.

Suspension of Standing Order 23 (6)

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business for the suspension of Standing
Order 23 (6) to allow for more than three questions
appearing on the Question Paper in the name of the
same Member to be asked.

Honourable Leader of Government Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts : Thank you, Madam Speaker.

In our attempt to speedily answer the questions
that have been asked of government Ministers and
Members, | beg to move suspension of Standing Or-
der 23 (6) to allow more than three questions, appear-
ing on the Order Paper in the name of the same
Member to be asked

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order 23
(6) be suspended. All those in favour please say Aye.

Ayes.

The Speaker: Those against No. The Ayes have it.
Standing Order 23 (6) has accordingly been sus-
pended.

Agreed. Standing Order 23(6) suspended to allow
more than three questions, appearing upon the
Order Paper in the name of the same Member, to
be asked.

Motion to defer Questions

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, if | may. |
do not think the First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac is here yet. | do not see her and nobody has
been deputised to ask these questions. It seems,
Madam Speaker, that she is the only one who has
guestions on the Order Paper. Although | have some
very short questions pertaining to finance that |
thought would have been on the Order Paper but are
not there yet. | would ask that you . . . until she arrives
... Madam Speaker, | am left in your hands.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, are you moving
that these questions be deferred until a later point in
this Sitting until the arrival of the First Elected Member
from Cayman Brac and Little Cayman?
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Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: That is a good suggestion.
[Laughter]

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition, |
need a Seconder.

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.: | beg to second the Motion.

The Speaker: The question is that these questions
standing in the name of the First Elected Member
from Cayman Brac and Little Cayman be deferred to a
later point in this Sitting. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against No.

AYES.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Questions deferred until a later point in the
Sitting.

STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Minister re-
sponsible for Tourism, Environment, Development
and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. The statement is on its way, it is not actually
here yet. | did not anticipate we would have reached
this item this quickly.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister, while we wait—

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: | think a copy may have
been sent by email to the Clerk.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister, this is not normal
procedure but while we await copies so that Members
may have copies at the end of your statement, the
First Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman has
arrived so we can go back to questions.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

The Speaker: Question No. 4.
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker, my apologies for being tardy.

Question No. 4

No. 4: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business re-
sponsible for the Ministry of Planning, Communica-
tions, District Administration and Information Technol-
ogy if the Government supports the transfer of oil or
propane offshore Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration and Informa-
tion Technology.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts : Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, | am happy to report that an ad
hoc committee has been established to consider the
matter of ship-to-ship fuel transfer for Cayman Brac
and/or Little Cayman. Membership on the committee
consists of the following:

e Staff from my Ministry, which is responsible
for District Administration and Petroleum In-
spection
Chief Petroleum Inspector
Shipping Registry
Department of Environment; and
The Second Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman

| can also report that this Committee is scheduled
to meet toward the end of this month on June 30,
2005 to consider a specific proposal for lightering
(ship-to-ship transfers) and make recommendations
as to whether such a proposal should be supported by
Government.

If the lightering operations are supported by Gov-
ernment then royalties must be determined by investi-
gating similar lightering activities in other regions such
as the Gulf of Mexico and Aruba. Based on historical
file notes on Cayman Brac ship-to-ship transfers, such
an operation might add as many as thirty jobs to the
Cayman Brac economy.

Madam Speaker, | certainly support efforts to di-
versify the economy of Cayman Brac and Little Cay-
man. Lightering can potentially be a considerable
revenue earner if sufficient negotiations and contrac-
tual arrangements are set in place to preserve and
protect our natural marine and land-based environ-
ment.

| look forward to the recommendations of the ad
hoc committee on ship-to-ship fuel transfers for Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman and reporting on their
findings to Cabinet and, indeed, this Honourable Leg-
islative Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there any supplemenatries?

If there are no supplementaries, we will move to
Question no. 5 standing in the name of the First
Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.
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Question No. 5

No. 5: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication,
District Administration and Information Technology
what are Government's plans for the provision of
modern, adequate and safe accommodation for the
Civil Service.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration and Informa-
tion Technology.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts : Madam Speaker, on 14 June
2005, the Governor-in Cabinet authorised the Project
Manager for the Government Office Accommodation
Project (through the Ministry of Planning) to oversee
any retro-fit work to the Glass House in conjunction
with the Facilities Manager for the Government Ad-
ministration Building. Specifically, staff is authorised to
complete the necessary works to design and construct
un-enclosed exterior fire escapes as a matter of ur-
gency with requisite funding to be provided from 2005-
2006 Budget.

In addition, the Facilities Manager (in Lands &
Survey Department) continues to undertake neces-
sary works to ensure that fire suppression and alarm
systems are functional and routinely maintained and
tested, including implementation of a proper fire drill
response programme.

Regarding overall plans for new office accommo-
dation, Members of the previous Government should
be well aware that they were presented with specific
recommendations from staff on several occasions, but
took no affirmative action on the topic. | have already
tasked the staff to report back to Cabinet as a matter
of urgency in order that we can move this project for-
ward.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, as it relates to the last para-
graph, specifically where Members of the Government
were presented with specific recommendations from
staff on several occasions, | wonder whether the Hon-
ourable Leader is in a position to say that the Minister
then responsible took those recommendations for-
ward.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, in under-
standing the intent of the supplementary question, all |
can say on the matter is that in the substantive an-
swer | said that specific recommendations from staff
were presented on special occasions but there was no
affirmative action taken on the topic. | think when the
lady Member refers to the former Minister she is refer-
ring to herself . . . If she is asking me if | know that
she took them forward, | do not know that to be a fact
but | do not know it not to be a fact.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, | thank the Honourable Leader
for that response and | wonder if he would be so kind
as to give an undertaking to ascertain what happened
with the recommendations once presented to the past
Minister.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader, before you answer
that question, | think that will have to come in the form
of a question at the next Sitting of the Legislative As-
sembly, as it has nothing to do with the question
asked at this time.

Are there any supplementaries?

[Inaudible interjections]

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
when [we] have something to say we will stand on the
floor, we will not get into crosstalk. Thank you.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Yes, one more supplemen-
tary, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
First Elected Member for the district of West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you kindly.

Madam Speaker, can the Minister check the re-
cords of Cabinet to see exactly what happened with
the recommendations?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business, if you are prepared to undertake that, would
you please reply?

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | certainly will
undertake to track the passage of the events. How-
ever, the important thing, Madam Speaker, is to get
something done. When | report next on what is being
done, perhaps | will take two minutes of that time to
speak to those events.

The Speaker: If there are no further supplementaries,
we will move to Question no. 6 standing in the name
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of the First Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cay-
man.

Question No. 6

No. 6: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication,
District Administration and Information Technology
how does the Government plan to address the short-
age of office space for civil servants on Cayman Brac.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration and Informa-
tion Technology.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Madam Speaker,
on 27 May staff members of the Ministry and | visited
with various Government staff in Cayman Brac. They
expressed to us that they were experiencing crowded
office and filing conditions. Accordingly, since | also
have responsibility for Government office accommo-
dations, including those in Cayman Brac, | instructed
our office accommodation project manager and facili-
ties management staff to visit the Brac within the next
two weeks to investigate the scope of the problem and
to make some short and longer term recommenda-
tions. | look forward to receiving their advice and re-
porting back to the Legislative Assembly accordingly
with a course of action.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If there
are no further supplementaries, we will move to Ques-
tion no. 7 standing in the name of the First Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 7

No. 7: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication,
District Administration and Information Technology is
it the Government’s intention to continue the street
lighting programme along Capt. Mabry Kirkconnell
Road on the Bluff, Cayman Brac

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration and Informa-
tion Technology.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts : Thank you. Madam Speaker,
yes it is the intention of this Government to continue
with street lighting programme on Capt. Mabry Kirk-
connell Road which has been started by Cayman Brac
Power & Light Co. and is being paid for by Govern-
ment. If | may add, there was a $30,000 allocation in
the 2004-2005 Budget for street lighting in Cayman
Brac and these funds have been used, as instructed

by the previous Minister, to have utility poles and
street lighting installed at Watering Place affordable
housing sub-division and also to start the Capt. Mabry
Kirkconnell Road street lighting programme. So, | am
not 100 per cent sure if all of the funds have been
used, but, certainly, the programme will continue from
hereon.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If there
are no further supplementaries, we will move to Ques-
tion no. 8 standing in the name of the First Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 8

No. 8: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication and
District Administration does the Government intend to
continue with the plans to relocate the Little Cayman
Post Office and, if so, when.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | assume
that the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman is referring to the relocation of the Little
Cayman Post Office to Block 81A Parcel 22. | can
confirm that Block 81A Parcel 22 is Crown-owned
property and is comprised of the District Officer’s resi-
dence.

Immediately in front of the District Officer’s resi-
dence is a vacant building which was formerly used as
a health clinic (which | believe is the location to which
she is referring). Having recently visited the well-
equipped Health Clinic on Little Cayman and based
on submissions from the Postmaster General, the Dis-
trict Commissioner and, indeed, the public in Little
Cayman, | would wholeheartedly support the use of
this vacant Crown building as a Post Office in Little
Cayman.

Regarding the timeframe, | have asked the
Postmaster General (in conjunction with the District
Commissioner) to report back to me on this as well as
funding requirements. On that basis, as soon as |
have that information | will be happy to take the matter
forward.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If there
are no supplementaries, we will move to Question no.
9 standing in the name of the First Member for Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman.

The First Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.
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Question No. 9

No. 9: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication and
District Administration does the Government intent to
continue with the development of the new cemetery in
Watering Place, Cayman Brac and, if so, when is the
anticipated completion date for Phase I.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business and Honourable Minister responsible for
Planning, Communications, District Administration.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, the devel-
opment and capacity planning for the existing ceme-
teries on Cayman Brac and Little Cayman has been
managed by Cayman Brac District Administration for
many years, although overall responsibility rests with
the Department of Environmental Health (DEH), which
is presently under this Ministry until 1 July.

The Department of Environmental Health along
with District Administration will undertake to assess
the overall cemetery management and life projections
of the existing cemeteries on Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman to determine if there is a need (and when) for
new cemetery developments, including the proposed
new one in Watering Place, Cayman Brac.

After this assessment is completed, the Ministry
will be in a better position to outline a proper cemetery
development strategy that would comply with neces-
sary Planning and other Agency requirements and
standards.

Regarding the Member's reference to the ‘new
cemetery in Watering Place Cayman Brac’, it is my
understanding that this site was proposed for a ceme-
tery by the Member when she was Minister, but only
after the Chief Fire Officer declined to use the site for
its original intent as a fire substation. While | under-
stand the site might not be suitable for a Fire Station
(given what we learned from Hurricane lvan), | respect
staff's advice that overall cemetery projects should be
based on sound planning and management principles.

In any event, | am advised that although the pre-
vious Minister specifically advised that Phase | of this
Watering Place should proceed post-haste, | under-
stand that staff in Cayman Brac have not had a
chance to start on the project. Their time has been
spent constructing a fence and wall at the Watering
Place Park, which | doubt the Member would wish we
divert resources from.

Under the circumstances, | believe it will be pru-
dent for me to be guided by staff advice as indicated
above, and | look forward to their assessment report
regarding overall cemetery management and life pro-
jections of the existing cemeteries on Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman so as to determine if and when
there is a need for new cemetery developments, in-
cluding the proposed new one in Watering Place,
Cayman Brac.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, | wonder whether the Honour-
able Leader is in a position to confirm that there is an
existing small private cemetery adjacent to the pro-
posed cemetery in Watering Place.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business and Minister responsible for District Admini-
stration.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | can confirm
that that was there before even the lady Member or |
was born.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementaries, we will move
on to Question no. 10 standing in the name of the
First Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 10

No. 10: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
Minister responsible for Planning, Communication and
District Administration to provide a list of his sched-
uled visits to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman for the
next three months.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, as soon as |
am able | will provide the Member and indeed this
Honourable House with such a schedule. In the mean-
time, | can report that my first official visit to Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman was from 26 through 29 May.
This weekend coming, | plan to attend the Cayman
Brac High School Graduation ceremony. Once | return
from the Caricom meetings in St. Lucia in early July, |
hope to make my next visit.

| can assure the First Elected Member that ample
notice will be give of that visit and subsequent visits.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If there
are no supplementaries, we will move to Question no.
11 standing in the name of the First Member for Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 11

No. 11: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Leader of Government Business and
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Minister responsible for Planning, Communication and
District Administration to provide an outline of the
Budget for the Heritage House at Northeast Bay,
Cayman Brac.

The Speaker: The Leader of Government Business
and Honourable Minister responsible for Planning,
Communications, District Administration and Informa-
tion Technology.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you again, Madam
Speaker.

Let me say it is hoped that adequate funding will
be available to further develop the Heritage House to
fully portray and preserve the heritage of Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman, their customs, craftwork and
to also portray our pioneers and prominent past lead-
ers as well as to enhance its usage as a centre for
community activities and, perhaps, weddings.

| trust that staff will provide me with the neces-
sary recommendations regarding such funding re-
guirements and on that basis | would be pleased to so
do.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If there
are no supplementaries, we will move to Question no.
12 standing in the name of the First Member for Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker—

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, if | may. |
think there may be slight mix-up. This question could
well be from the Leader of the Opposition, perhaps if
they would just make sure ... | do have the answer
though.

The Speaker: | can confirm that that is a question
from the Leader of the Opposition so | will call on the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition, First Elected
Member for West Bay for Question 12.

Question No. 12

No. 12: Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: asked the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business and Minister
responsible for Planning, Communication and District
Administration if the Government will extend the post-
Ivan duty concessions beyond 10 June 2005.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| would like to point out to that Member that the
existing concessions were in place until 30 June 2005
not 10 June as he asked in his question.

Members are aware that duty concessions have
been given on the importation of vehicles of 10 per

cent reduction on applicable rates. A 50 per cent re-
duction was placed on building materials, furniture,
fixtures, appliances and also subsequently on office
equipment and furniture.

I would like to answer the question in two parts:
Firstly, the concessions as they relate to the building
materials, furniture, fixtures, appliances, office equip-
ment and other types of furniture. Secondly, | would
like to address the duty concessions on vehicles.

Madam Speaker, the Government has consid-
ered very carefully the statistics on imports and reve-
nue collection provided by the Portfolio of Finance and
Economics and the Port Authority. We have also
looked at the restoration and rebuilding progress that
has been made on Grand Cayman especially. The
Government is mindful of the progress that has been
made in insurance payouts and also the scarcity of
building materials. Taking all this information into con-
sideration, we have decided to extend the concession
on building materials, furniture, fixtures, appliances,
office equipment and furniture to the end of Septem-
ber 2005.

Madam Speaker, the duty concessions on vehi-
cles creates a different scenario. It is now perhaps
some ten months after Hurricane Ivan and the major-
ity of people who lost cars have replaced them. The
Port Authority statistics indicated that the monthly im-
portation of cars has returned to the pre-lvan levels.

The Government has consciously decided to end
the concession on the importation of vehicles at the
end of June 2005. However, all those persons who
have been granted concessions up to the end of June
2005 will be honoured regardless of when the vehicle
is landed on these Islands. That is to say that these
requests for concessions on vehicles are not usually
made when the vehicles are landed but when there is
intent to purchase the vehicle overseas. So, once
these requests are made and all information is avail-
able and the grants are done before the end of June,
regardless of when the vehicles arrive on the Island
those concessions will be granted.

| should also add, Madam Speaker, that the
Governor in Cabinet, under section 48 of the Customs
Law (2003 Revision), can waive duty in specific
cases.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? Are
there any supplementaries?

If there are no further supplementaries, we will
move to Question no. 13 standing in the name of the
First Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 13

No. 13: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry of
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce,
does the Government intend to continue construction
of the Fire Stations in Bodden Town and Cayman
Brac.
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The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Develop-
ment and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The answer: construction of the proposed fire
stations in Bodden Town and Cayman Brac has not
commenced. However, the Fire Services Department
continues to monitor and assess the Department's
capability to provide timely response to emergencies
throughout these Islands. The former government had
approved the establishment of fire stations in Bodden
Town and Cayman Brac but deferred these projects
after Hurricane Ivan. The Fire Department has reas-
sessed the situation and submitted technical recom-
mendations on both proposed developments.

Bodden Town

The Fire Department has long established that
there is a pressing need to provide a base for re-
sponding to emergencies in Bodden Town. It is impor-
tant to note, however, that while funds were eventually
approved for a Bodden Town fire station, the former
UDP Government did not initially support the budget
request to build the fire station in Bodden Town. In
fact, the originally approved 2004-5 Budget did not
include the Bodden Town fire station despite the de-
partment’'s recommendation and supporting budget
submission.

Instead, the department’'s request was cut from
the list of capital development projects and approval
was given instead to fund the purchase of land for a
fire station in Cayman Brac, although no recommen-
dation had been made to establish such a station.

When the former UDP Government finally ap-
proved funding for a Bodden Town fire station, it was
during the Supplementary Budget in September 2004,
just two months before the election was scheduled to
be held.

The Fire Department has consistently maintained
the urgency of establishing a fire station in Bodden
Town as this is the fastest growing district in the Cay-
man Islands and there is a significant delay in re-
sponse times, as fire fighters have to drive from other
stations in either George Town or Frank Sound, to
respond to an emergency. The Department has ad-
vised that this does not facilitate an acceptable re-
sponse time. Consequently, the Fire Department rec-
ommends fast tracking the development of a fire sta-
tion in Bodden Town to assess the urgent safety
needs in that district.

In its report, the report the Fire Department lists a
number of issues which make the Bodden Town fire
station an urgent priority including the following points:

1. Rapid development in the district.

2. High density of family dwellings.

3. Significant travel distance from George Town
to Bodden Town.

4. Inevitable response delays caused by traffic
congestion.

5. The need to facilitate a separate staging area

for response to a major emergency in the eastern dis-
tricts as well as to better cope with existing and
planned commercial developments.
For the reasons previously cited, the Fire Department
has reaffirmed its recommendation that a fire station
be established in Bodden Town with work commenc-
ing in 2005/06 Financial Year. The work will span two
years. In 2005/06, the project will involve site prepara-
tion and building design. In 2006/07, the project will
involve the construction and fit-out of the Bodden
Town fire station, purchase of vehicles, and recruit-
ment and training of staff. The PPM Government sup-
ports this recommendation.

Cayman Brac
The Fire Department assessed the proposal to

build a second fire station in Cayman Brac and while
the Department agrees that there is some merit in the
proposal, a number of technical concerns have identi-
fied which make it highly inadvisable that the project
proceed as originally planned.

The Fire Department's main concerns were the
following:

1. Significant financial outlays which would be
involved in building two new buildings simultaneously,
while also budgeting for the continued expenditures
associated with the Department’s hurricane recovery.
If it is ultimately deemed advisable to proceed, the
Department recommends staggering the construction
of the second Cayman Brac Fire Station so that it
does not exactly overlap the construction of the Bod-
den Town Fire Station.

2. Following the lessons learned form Hurricane
Ivan, the Fire Department advises that the site pur-
chased by the former UDP Government is not suitable
for a fire station as it will be vulnerable in hurricane
situations. Madam Speaker, the Honourable Leader of
Government Business made reference to that in an
earlier answer.

The Department has vivid examples of the dan-
gers posed by storm surge. Based on its recent ex-
periences, the Department has undertaken that future
stations will only be built on safe, storm-secure sites.
In November 2004, the former Minister with responsi-
bility for District Administration was advised that the
property which her Ministry had purchased for the
Cayman Brac Fire Station, was in fact not suitable for
this purpose.

The former Minister had been invited to assist with
locating an alternative site but this site had not been
identified. The Chief Fire Officer is now already in dis-
cussions with the Leader of Government Business
and Minister responsible for District Administration
regarding alternative locations and it is anticipated
that a site will be identified as soon as possible.
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3. There is a much lower occurrence of domestic
fires in Cayman Brac than in Grand Cayman. How-
ever, like Grand Cayman, the Brac faces a significant
hurricane threat. These hurricane emergencies pre-
sent distinct need that is not addressed by current
plans and indeed would have been impossible from
the proposed site. Instead, the Fire Department has
recommended that we optimise the investment and
make Cayman Brac more secure by considering de-
sign enhancements that would include adding a small
Emergency Operation Centre for the coordination and
management of emergencies such as hurricanes. The
PPM Government supports this recommendation as it
produces maximum results for all and in particular for
the residents of Cayman Brac.

The PPM Government supports the prudent deliv-
ery of fire services in all three Cayman Islands and will
make sure any facilities which are ultimately con-
structed are truly warranted. More importantly, Madam
Speaker, the Government recognises it has an obliga-
tion to ensure investments actually address the needs
they were intended to address. The Fire Department’s
post-lvan recommendations more adequately ad-
dresses the fire services needs of these Islands and
as such, the PPM Government supports the recom-
mendations in principle.

The Government is awaiting more details includ-
ing detailed costing before a final decision can be
made about the scope of the proposed Cayman Brac
project.

However, while the responsibility for the Fire De-
partment is being transferred from the Ministry of
Tourism to the Portfolio of the Internal and External
Affairs, effective 1 July 2005, the Elected Government
will continue to ensure that the policy framework and
necessary resources are made available to address
the needs of all three Islands and that these needs
are objectively assessed. This work will proceed un-
der the administration of the Portfolio of Internal and
External Affairs.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Just to say that this answer surely
shows why it is important to have a Minister in Cabi-
net. However, suffice to say, on page two would the
Honourable Minister confirm that in his second para-
graph, where it starts “In November 2004, the former
Minister with responsibility for District Administration
was advised that the property which her Ministry had
purchased for the Cayman Brac Fire Station was not
in fact suitable for this purpose”, that this was subse-
guent to Hurricane Ivan.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Develop-
ment and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Yes, that is correct, Madam
Speaker, it was subsequent to that.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition and
the First Elected Member for West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, if the sta-
tion is as important, pressing and necessary as the
Minister says, why then is it taking two years? One
year to get the design and another year to get it done.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Develop-
ment and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As the Honourable Leader of the Opposition will
be aware the Bodden Town fire station and, indeed,
the Cayman Brac fire station, are certainly not the only
capital projects the Government is required to carry
out and so we cannot simply do everything at once.
There is also the question of proper planning, design,
staffing, training and ordering equipment.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition will
also be aware that as far as specialised fire equip-
ment is concerned (such as fire trucks) the time that it
takes from the placement of order and delivery of ve-
hicle is as long as twelve months.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition and
the First Elected Member for West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | would
appreciate information as to whether that equipment
was ordered.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Develop-
ment and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. There were a number of fire trucks ordered
during this financial year. Part of the problem, again
as the Leader of the Opposition will be aware, is that
the fire service suffered tremendous loss of equipment
and vehicles, following Hurricane Ivan, so most of the
equipment that had been ordered will now have to be
used at the central headquarters in George Town.
That is my understanding. They are simply replacing
vehicles that were lost. It does not take us any further
in terms of vehicles.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition and
the First Elected Member for West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, can the
Minister specifically say, if he does not know at this
point, if he can find out whether the equipment was
ordered? because we intended to build the Bodden
Town fire station. That is, as he said there had to be
lead time to purchase which takes a year.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Develop-
ment and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The former Leader of Government Business will
be aware that when the original submission was made
for the Bodden Town Fire Station and the decision
was made prior to coming to Finance Committee to
remove it from the Budget the fire trucks associated
with that fire station and staffing, for that matter, was
left in the Budget. So we had a situation where the
decision was taken to remove the station from the
Budget but the trucks and staffing were left in the
Budget. Subsequent to the hurricane, the vehicles had
to be reassigned to the headquarters in George Town
because of the loss vehicles during the hurricane.

[Inaudible crosstalk]

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Well, the vehicles were or-
dered for Bodden Town but there was no station in
Bodden Town so, Madam Speaker, that made abso-
lutely no sense. Obviously, when the vehicles were
lost during Hurricane Ivan, the decision was taken at
that point to proceed with ordering vehicles to replace
those that had been lost.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker—

The Speaker: [Addressing the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition] Honourable Member please wait until |
call upon you—

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Before | rise, Madam
Speaker?

The Speaker: Yes—

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Anything you want me to
do, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition and
the First Elected Member for West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: [microphone off, so first part
inaudible]

. it takes a long time, as much as a year, to pur-
chase, therefore that was the intention—to keep the
equipment in the Budget to purchase, so that naturally
and hopefully the building would have taken a shorter
time to build. 1 do not know whether he said the inten-
tion was to purchase for Bodden Town or not. If he
has said that the he does not need to say that again
but if he has not | would appreciate.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition
he made that quite clear that the funds were in the
Budget were to purchase equipment for the Bodden
Town fire station, but the money for the building of the
Bodden Town fire station was removed from the
Budget. So he made that quite clear in his reply.

We will move on to Question—

The Second Elected Member for West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, in the body of the answer give
by the Honourable Minister, in the paragraph titled
‘Bodden Town'. The answer makes reference that, “It
is important to note that while funds were eventually
approved for a Bodden Fire station the former UDP
Government did not initially support the budget re-
guest to build the fire station in Bodden Town.”

Further on in the answer there is an outline of a
timeline in regard to building of this particular fire sta-
tion. The House has been told that the reason it is
overlapping two years is because there are other pri-
orities in regard to capital development. So, | am not
so sure... the question is, as the Honourable Minister
has rightly said, where—

[Crosstalk]

The Speaker: Can we stop the cross talk and get on
with the questioning of the Minister please?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker,
| will. Thank you for protecting the interests of the mi-
nority.

The Speaker: It is my duty.
[Laughter]

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, is it fair then
to say that the support purported in this answer is
really half-hearted support? Because if this project is
so important, and | believe it is, why is it that the resi-
dents are going to have to wait up to twenty-four
months, another two years to receive—

The Speaker: Honourable Member, what is your
guestion to the Honourable Minister?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, that is the
guestion.
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The Speaker: Could you repeat it?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: | will gladly repeat it.

Madam Speaker, it gives the impression that the
former UDP Government did not support this project
and that it is now being supported. | am wondering
since the project is vitally important, why is it that it is
going to take two years for the public to receive the
benefit of such an important project.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister of Tourism, Envi-
ronment, Development and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Clearly the former government did not sup-
port the project. They initially had the money in the
Budget and then they removed it. So, clearly, it was
not supported. As far as prioritisation is concerned,
Madam Speaker, with respect, | have already an-
swered that question.

The Speaker: We will now move to question no. 14.
Before we move on to that question, | think it is now—

[crosstalk]

The Speaker: Honourable Members, the Speaker is
speaking, and | would ask for respect until we put the
guestion.

| think we need to move the suspension of Stand-
ing Orders to go beyond 11 o'clock for the asking of
guestions.

The Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness.

Suspension of Standing Order 23 (7) and (8)
Hon. D Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | so move to

suspend the relevant Standing Orders to allow Ques-
tions to be asked after 11 o’clock.

The Speaker: The question is suspension of the rele-
vant Standing Orders, allowing questions to be asked
after 11 o'clock. All those in favour please say Aye.
Ayes.

The Speaker: Those against No. The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Standing Orders 23 (7) and (8) sus-
pended.

The Speaker: We move to Question No. 14 standing
in the name of the First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 14

No. 14: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Environment,

Development and Commerce, would the Government
consider establishing an investment bureau on Cay-
man Brac with a view to servicing Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.
The answer: Madam Speaker, as you may be

aware the Cayman Islands Investment Bureau, CIIB,
was established in November 2003. While the CIIB
previously operated on the focus of the expanding its
physical offices, under the PPM Government the CIIB
has adopted a more sustainable, pragmatic approach
which will focus on building its internal capabilities and
developing an inward investment plan which identifies
and targets strategic investment areas.

Given the ongoing work to rebuild the CIIB, it is
advised that at present it is neither feasible nor effi-
cient to establish an investment office in [Cayman
Brac]. The main office in Grand Cayman is in the
process of establishing both the internal systems and
the policy framework to allow successful operation of
the Investment Bureau. It would therefore be prema-
ture to establish additional offices at this time.

However, the close working relationship with
District Administration has been forged and that office
is already providing support for bureau initiatives.
While the framework and internal processes are being
finalised and approved, the CIIB will seek to identify a
liaison officer in districts administration who can, in the
interim, facilitate information gathering and provide
logistical support for several new initiatives. Discus-
sions to this effect are already ongoing.

It is worth noting, Madam Speaker, that this is
only an interim measure. The CIIB has put forward a
strategic plan which will be considered by Cabinet
shortly. Once the head office indicates that it is ready
to fully activate its investment programme, the Bureau
will identify a dedicated representative in the Sister
Islands, with the appropriate skill sets to facilitate the
inward investment plan.

As part of developing an operational and strate-
gic framework of the CIIB, several initiatives specifi-
cally benefiting [Cayman Brac and Little Cayman] are
already in development:

1. A Small Business Workshop Series is set
to begin at the end of July 2005. These workshops are
based on the needs expressed by businesses in
Cayman Brac.

2. Promotional Materials for investing in
Cayman Brac are in development, which also include
a section in an advertorial to be published in an inter-
national magazine catering to consultants and execu-
tives interested in foreign direct investment.

3. A review of Business Establishment Pro-
cedures in the Sister Islands will be undertaken as
part of the ‘Investment Roadmayp’ initiative. This initia-
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tive will provide a detailed view of the investment
process in terms of time, cost, and criteria and will
provide a means of evaluating Government’s regula-
tory procedures across all three Islands.

As the Bureau matures, the decision on whether
or not to open a full satellite office in the Brac will be
re-evaluated. Such an office should only be estab-
lished within the context of an integrated approach to
the promotion of the Cayman Islands as a whole. This
then ensures consistency of the message being
communicated to investors and reduces the costly
duplication of resources.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
Supplementaries

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to paragraph 3 in the
substantive answer, | wonder if the Minister could say
if this officer will in fact be a civil servant.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: The answer to that is yes,
Madam Speaker, it will be a civil servant.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to sub-paragraph 2
regarding promotional materials for investment in
Cayman Brac, which is in development, | wonder
whether the Honourable Member would be so kind as
to say who is developing these promotional materials.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce.
Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, within the CIIB, there are mar-
keting officers and they have been in contact with
stakeholders in the [Cayman Brac and Little Cayman],
and together they are developing the materials. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to sub-paragraph 1
where it states that a Small Business Workshop Se-
ries is about to begin; that these workshops are based
on the needs expressed by businesses on Cayman
Brac; | wonder whether the Honourable Member is in
a position to say what businesses were consulted with
for these expressions.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | do not have that information but the Direc-
tor of the CIIB is here and | can certainly get him into
the Chamber to advise me on that. Otherwise | could
undertake to provide the Member with the answer in
writing. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, it would be sufficient if he would supply it in
writing. | would be most grateful.

The Speaker: If there are no further supplementaries,
we will move to Question 15 standing in name of the
First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Question No. 15
(Deferred)

No. 15: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry of
Health Services, Agriculture, Aviation and Works
whether or not the security x-ray machine at Cayman
Brac Airport will be replaced and, if so, when.

Motion to Defer the Answer to the Question
Standing Order 23(5)

Hon. Anthony S. Eden: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Under Standing Order 23(5) | beg that this
guestion be deferred until the next Sitting of this
Meeting.

The Speaker: The question is that Question No. 15
be deferred to the next Sitting. All those in favour
please say Aye. those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Question No. 15 deferred for answer until
the next Sitting.

The Speaker: That concludes Question Time.
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STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

Closure of the CIIB (Hong Kong) Office

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Minister re-
sponsible for Tourism.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | would like to provide this Honourable
House as well as the general public with an update on
the Cayman Islands Investment Bureau (CIIB). There
have been a number of developments regarding the
ClIB which demonstrate that it is taking a more ra-
tional approach to strengthening its capabilities, im-
proving dialogue with the private sector, and better
aligning its resources toward achieving maximum re-
sults for the people of the Cayman Islands.

For example, the CIIB recently submitted its first
draft strategic plan covering the period of 2005/06.
The Plan focuses on building a solid framework in or-
der to more effectively facilitate and secure appropri-
ate inward and local investment in the Cayman Is-
lands. The plan is due to be considered by Cabinet
shortly as well as an investment proposal which looks
at pairing an overseas investor with a local small
business in order to strengthen Cayman’s local prod-
uct offerings. The CIIB is also working on a number of
initiatives specifically targeting Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman. These are just a few examples of how the
CIIB is preparing a credible, sustainable, and inclusive
way forward.

Among other aims and objectives, the Strategic
plan seeks to rationalise the Bureau's decision-
making processes, particularly as it applies to the
growth of its satellite offices. Following the recent res-
ignation of the CIIB representative in Hong Kong, Mr.
William Connolly, the Ministry of Commerce in con-
junction with the CIIB, has taken the opportunity to re-
assess the viability of the CIIB Hong Kong office and
its contribution to the economic development goals of
the Cayman Islands.

Objectives of the Hong Kong Office

The Hong Kong office began operation in August
2004 and was officially launched by the previous Min-
ister for Commerce on 15 March 2005. The launch
had been rescheduled from the original date of 15
September 2004 due to Hurricane Ivan.

The primary objectives of that satellite office were
to assess the inward investment potential of the Hong
Kong area, to raise the profile of the Cayman Islands
as an investment destination, and to generate inward
investment leads.

Operational Issues

One of the key challenges of the Hong Kong of-
fice was the pro-active generation of investment leads
through relationship building with investors in Hong
Kong, and convincing them of the merits of investing
in the Cayman Islands. The difficulty with this activity
is that the Cayman Islands Economic Development
Plan 2004-2009 provides very limited guidance as to
the type of investment that should be pursued in light
of national economic development goals. An Investor
Targeting Strategy is therefore needed in order to
identify what types of investors will be the focus of the
Bureau’s attempts to generate inward investment.

Furthermore, in order to promote inward invest-
ment to the Cayman lIslands from the Hong Kong
area, this would entail direct competition with Chinese
agencies in order to attract away investors seeking to
enter the low-cost Chinese market. With these difficul-
ties in mind, there were two alternate options for the
operation of the CIIB Hong Kong office:

One option was to operate the office as a Tour-
ism satellite office. From the inception, the Depart-
ment of Tourism has consistently stated its position
that an office in Asia will not provide any value to the
Department of Tourism.

A second option was to operate as a promotional
office for the Financial Services industry. The Portfo-
lio of Finance and the Cayman Islands Shipping Reg-
istry have stated that they are neutral at best on the
operation of the office in this regard. Further, it was
indicated that Hong Kong was not the preferred loca-
tion in Asia for the establishment of a financial ser-
vices office.

Efficiencies

The operation of the CIIB Hong Kong office was
estimated to cost approximately CI1$16,127 per month,
comprised of salaries, rent and other operational ex-
penses. In addition, the office is equipped with ap-
proximately US$9,675 of assets.

The Potential for Generating Inward Invest-
ment

To justify the continued expense of maintaining a
physical presence in Hong Kong, it is important to
consider the major and likely sources of foreign in-
vestment.

Of the countries in which the Investment Bureau
currently has offices, namely the United States, the
United Kingdom, China and the Cayman lIslands, an
examination of worldwide statistics shows that the
U.S. was the single largest source of approximately
3,800 investment projects in 2004 with an estimated
job creation total of 360,000 jobs. The U.K. was
fourth on the list with approximately 800 projects with
around 60,000 jobs. China was 15th on the list with
approximately 300 projects.

The basic message from this data is that the U.S.
is still the biggest player when it comes to foreign in-
vestment. It is the biggest source for investment pro-
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jects and job creation in foreign countries, and is
therefore a market in which many competing jurisdic-
tions’ investment agencies are pursuing investment
projects. The U.K. and Europe more widely are also
significant sources for investment projects, while
countries in Asia-Pacific are relatively poor sources for
investment projects.

With the potential of the U.S. market, the CIIB
recommends prioritising the further development of
the Bureau’'s New York office rather than directing
limited resources toward the resuscitation of the Hong
Kong office. Madam Speaker, it is the government'’s
responsibility to be a good and responsible steward of
public funds. The need for responsible financial man-
agement is even more pronounced given the financial
burdens which this country faces in the aftermath of
Hurricane Ivan. In contrast to the past, decisions will
now be taken with more responsibly balanced priori-
ties and safeguard the interests of the people of these
Islands. The CIIB has confirmed that it cannot cur-
rently justify funds being spent in speculative markets
but rather it must redirect its resources to markets that
demonstrate the greatest return on investment.

Private Sector Feedback

A consultative meeting was held on 20 June
2005, with representatives of the various private sec-
tor companies that were involved with the launch of
the Hong Kong office to solicit their feedback on the
future of the office. The consensus was that the CIIB
did not need to be the vehicle for maintaining the
Cayman Island’s continued presence in the Asia-
Pacific region. It was agreed that Cayman could con-
tinue to be supported by the Cayman Islands based
law firms which have a presence in Hong Kong. In-
deed, at the launch of the Hong Kong office in March,
the majority of the attendees were representatives of
companies that already had strong links with Cayman.
This strategy demonstrates true public and private
sector partnership and is a sensible approach to con-
tinuing to promote Cayman’s financial industry.

In terms of the region as a source of inward in-
vestment, it was further stated that the potential of this
region has yet to be realised, and although the area
remains an important long-term consideration, the
country cannot justify the short-run costs of maintain-
ing a physical presence, particularly at this time given
our country’s ongoing hurricane recovery.

The Way Forward
Given the issues and concerns stated previously,
the government and private sector agreed the way
forward as follows:
e Close the physical office of the CIIB in Hong
Kong;
e Maintain the registration of Cayman Islands
Investment Bureau (Hong Kong) Ltd.;
e Set up a telephone answering system to redi-
rect calls; and

e Re-evaluate a presence in Asia, perhaps
even Hong Kong, as a base for future opera-
tions for the CIIB in the context of an Investor
Targeting Strategy once this has been devel-
oped.

| wish to advise Ministers and Members of this

Honourable House and the people of the Cayman Is-
lands that Cabinet has fully endorsed this recom-
mended course of action and the closing of the CIIB
Hong Kong office. The savings which can be realised
from this rational decision which has been supported
by the private sector, will be redirected to markets with
greater and more immediate strategic prospects for
these Islands. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Short Questions
Standing Order 30(2)

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
Are you rising under Standing Order 30(2)?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush:
Speaker. Yes, short questions.

Thank you Madam

The Speaker: Please continue, | will allow two short
guestions for clarifications under the statement.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you Madam
Speaker.

Can the Minister say which firms were repre-
sented in the consultative meeting and whether in-
deed the only approach of the CIIB was to promote
the financial industry?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for
Tourism, Environment, Development and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: | did not get the second
part of the question but | can answer the first part and
the Leader of the Opposition can repeat the other part
when | am finished.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of the Opposi-
tion has agreed for you to reply to that part of his
guestion and he will re-ask the other part. Please go
ahead Honourable Minister of Tourism.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. The consultative meeting which was held on
20 June 2005, at that meeting all of the Cayman Is-
lands law firms that have offices in Hong Kong were
represented and so was the Chamber of Commerce.

So there were representatives from the
Chamber of Commerce as well as the law firms of
Walkers, Maples and Calder, and Appleby Spurling
Hunter. There were also representatives from the
Portfolio of Finance, the staff of the Investment Bu-
reau was present and the Director of Tourism was
also present at that meeting. Thank you.
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The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition
your second short question.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: From the answer it seems
that it was only the very largest firms represented and
specifically from what the Minister said is the finance
industry. | am satisfied with that answer. | have
gleaned what | need to know.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
BILLS

THIRD READING

The Reporting of Savings Income Information
(European Union) Bill 2005

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, | beg
to move that a Bill entitled, the Reporting of Savings
Income Information (European Union) Bill 2005 be
given a Third Reading and passed.

The Speaker: The question is that a Bill shortly enti-
tled, the Reporting of Savings Income Information
(European Union) Bill 2005 be given a Third Reading
and passed. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. The Reporting of Savings Income Infor-
mation (European Union) Bill 2005 given a third
reading and passed.

Motion to suspend Standing Order 24 (5)
The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, as
permitted by Standing Order 86 | beg to move the
suspension of Standing Order 24(5) to allow this
Honourable House to consider a Government Motion
that seeks the Legislative Assembly’s authorisation
for executive financial transactions in respect of the
financial year 2005/2006 to be incurred of an advance
of an Appropriation Law for that same financial year.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
24(5) be suspended. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, |
crave your indulgence. | had some comments to
make before you took that decision—I wonder if you
could assist me in allowing me to make those com-
ments.

The Speaker: Honourable Member it was my over-
looking of not opening the Motion for debate. Honour-
able Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I would like to start by saying that you have
made it abundantly clear that you will not be condon-
ing the routine and wholesale suspension of Standing
Orders, and this position is understood and respected
by Government.

The first example of Government demonstrating
its resolve—

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member if
you would give me an opportunity to get this situation
straight before. The question is that Standing Order
24(5) be suspended. The Motion has been duly
moved, does the Honourable Third Official Member
wish to speak thereto?

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Yes, Madam Speaker.
The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, | said a few seconds ago that you, as
Speaker, would not be condoning the routine and
wholesale suspension of Standing Orders and this
position—

[Speaker banged gavel]

The Speaker: Please stop the cross-talk so that | can
hear the Honourable Third Official Member.

Please continue Honourable Third Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | was saying that this position you have out-
lined is understood and respected by Government.

The first example of Government demonstrating
its resolve to comply with Standing Orders relates to
the timing of the reporting of Savings Income Informa-
tion (European Union) Law 2005 that the House con-
sidered and passed just a short while ago.

The United Kingdom was pushing hard for
the Law to be passed by 30 May 2005. The Govern-
ment resisted this deadline for the simple but impor-
tant reason that it would have met non-compliance
with the required 21 day notice period for Bills. | used
this example to demonstrate that Government is seri-
ous about compliance with Standing Orders. You
have stated that non-compliance with Standing Or-
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ders should only be considered when there is a genu-
ine need to do so. Let me explain why there is a
genuine need to seek the suspension of Standing
Order 24(5).

Madam Speaker, section 8 of the Public
Management and Finance Law states that “Except
as provided in section 12 and 13 [of that same
Law], (a) no executive expenses may be incurred;
(b) no executive assets may be acquired or cre-
ated nor loans made; (c) no equity investment
may be made; and (d) no borrowing may be made
unless authorised by appropriation.” Madam
Speaker, the just mentioned appropriation is normally
achieved by the Legislative Assembly passing an Ap-
propriation Law before the start of a financial year.

Let me further explain why it was not possible
to introduce an appropriation bill and to have the Leg-
islative Assembly pass this bill into Law before the
start of the upcoming 2005/2006 financial year.

The 2005/2006 financial year is in respect of
the twelve month period from the first of July 2005 to
30 June 2006. The Budget preparation process nor-
mally starts in October of each year. The process for
the preparation of the 2005/2006 Budget was se-
verely disrupted by Hurricane Ivan and further com-
plicated by the General Elections on 11 May. The An-
nual Budget is probably one of the most powerful
tools available to Government to implement its poli-
cies.

The budget process allocates resources to
enable the Government to achieve its objectives. It
establishes a framework for the stewardship of public
sector finances and outlines the expected perform-
ance of Government agencies, statutory authorities
and government companies.

Madam Speaker, sections 17 to 26 of the
Public Management and Finance Law outline the an-
nual budget process. It is a very thorough and de-
tailed process that has five distinct phases. The
phases are: “a strategic phase”; a “detailed planning
and “budgeting phase”; an “Executive Council collec-
tive review phase”; the “Legislative Assembly review
phase” and a “document finalisation phase”.

In a normal year the Budget process is car-
ries out over a seven-month period commencing with
the strategic phase in October of each year and con-
cluding in the following May culminating with the
presentation of an Annual Plan and Estimates Docu-
ment which is typically a three-hundred-plus page
long document, an Annual Budget Statement typically
six hundred and fifty pages, Purchase Agreements
normally six hundred and fifty pages and Ownership
Agreements, three-hundred-plus pages along with an
Appropriation Bill for the Legislative Assembly’s con-
sideration. It is then expected that the Legislative As-
sembly will conclude its scrutiny of the Budget Docu-
ments and pass the Appropriation Bill into Law on or
before 30 June in order to give Government the re-
quired appropriation approval to incur expenditure in
the next financial year which would start on 1 July.

It has been a long established practice in a
General Election year to delay the preparation of the
following year's Budget until after the General Elec-
tion. Most Members will know that this type of ar-
rangement is not new. Under the previous financial
regime (specified in a now rescinded Public Finance
and Audit Law) a Government Motion was brought to
the Legislative Assembly to allow expenditure in ad-
vance of an Appropriation Bill being approved when
the electoral process was disrupted in the normal
way.

The practice of authorising expenditure in ad-
vance of an Appropriation Law provides the incoming
Government with an opportunity to have its policies
included in the Budget. In addition an incoming gov-
ernment may inherit a structure of ministerial respon-
sibilities that it wishes to change. Madam Speaker,
with the General Elections taking place on 11 May
and all Honourable Elected Members being sworn in
on 18 May, it would mean that the incoming Govern-
ment would have had to condense what is normally a
seven-month budget process into only 30 working
days in order to ....a 30-day time frame is unrealistic.

Madam Speaker, the combination of Hurri-
cane lvan and the 11 May General Elections meant
that the Government needed more than 30 days to
prepare and finalise its budget for the 2005-06 finan-
cial year.

Madam Speaker, a quick point has just crept
into my mind as an illustration of the time needed, and
this would not be giving out confidential information. It
was reported on the front page of one of our local
newspapers. We had the issue recently of the prob-
lem of addressing ash that arose as a result of Hurri-
cane Ivan. That was a situation which the Government
would have had no opportunity to deal with had it not
taken the proper time to do so. So, there will be
events popping up, Madam Speaker, which will re-
quire the Government more time to reflect and deal
with in the Budget preparation process.

Madam Speaker, | said that section 8 of the
Public Finance and Audit Law does permit or allow an
exception to the general requirement that executive
expenses may only be incurred, that executive assets
may only be acquired or created, loans may only be
made, equity investments may only be made and bor-
rowings may only be made when there is support for
such transactions in the form of an appropriation. The
exception to this general requirement is provided in
section 12 (1) of the Public Management and Finance
Law.

Section 12(1) provides that executive financial
transactions (and these would cover executive ex-
penses, executive assets, loans made and equity in-
vestments and borrowings) may be authorised by a
resolution of the Legislative Assembly in advance of a
law making appropriations for those transactions, if
the resolution is arranged according to each of the
appropriation types, specified in section 10 (3). These
appropriation types are output groups, transfer pay-
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ments, equity investments, loans made and so forth.
Also, if the resolution provides that it shall lapse after
a period of four months from the date of the resolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, that resolution is to be pre-
sented to this Honourable House in the form of a Gov-
ernment Motion. That Government Motion has already
been sent to the Clerk’s office, so it is physically here.

Standing Order 24 (5) states that “...no
Member shall make a motion unless he has given
notice in writing of that motion either at some pre-
vious sitting of the House, or to the Clerk, not less
than five clear days prior to the commencement of
the meeting of the House at which such motion is
to be made.” The previous Sitting of the House oc-
curred on 18 May when all Honourable Members were
sworn in. This June Meeting of the House started yes-
terday, 22 June, five clear days prior to the 22 June
would have occurred on 17 June. Madam Speaker, in
considering those periods, | believe it is unrealistic to
expect a new government, having been sworn in 18
May, to become acquainted with its wide ranging re-
sponsibilities to be able to compile and prepare a
Government Motion, that sets the beginning of its ex-
penditure needs and to do so by 17 June, the 30 day
period from its formation and to have that Motion be
sent to the Legislative Assembly to satisfy the re-
quirements of standing order 24(5).

It is important to note that the Government will
bring before the four month expiry of the intended
Government Motion, an Appropriation Bill and all its
accompanying documents and to have such matters
discussed in the Legislative Assembly and in Finance
Committee. It is equally important to note that as re-
quired by section 12(3) of the Public Management and
Finance Law, the four month expenditure needs of
Government between July and October will be sub-
sumed in the forthcoming Appropriation Bill. This
means that the Government will be incorporating its
four month expenditure request, set out in the Gov-
ernment Motion in the forthcoming Appropriation Bill.

Thus, as normal, Government will only seek
appropriations to cover its needs arising in a twelve
month period.

Madam Speaker, | make an obvious point by
saying the Government's business must continue for
the sake of the Islands. It must continue at the start of
the new financial year on 1 July, but not only must it
do so, but it must do so in a legitimate manner. As
stated previously, the reasonable mechanism by
which this can be done is via section 12 (1) of the
Public Management and Finance Law. The prior no-
tice period for the associated Government Motion
could not be realistically be met and hence the reason
for the request that Standing Order 24(5) be sus-
pended.

In order to met the spirit of the five day notice
period Standing Order 24 (5), I, on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, do not intend to move the associated Gov-
ernment Motion that sets out Government expenditure

needs until next Wednesday, 29 June. Madam
Speaker, this will allow all Honourable Members an
opportunity to examine the expenditure request, in the
five day period between now and 29 June, thereby
complying with the spirit of Standing Order 24(5).

In simple terms therefore, Madam Speaker,
rather than provide the five-day notice period before
the start of the June Meeting, Government intends to
provide the five day notice within this June Meeting.
So, the aim is still accomplished.

Madam Speaker, the Government Motion that
sets out Government's expenditure needs in the four
month period, July to October 2005, as | said is in the
office of the Clerk and is therefore available for distri-
bution to all Honourable Members. Should this Hon-
ourable House agree to the suspension of Standing
Order 24 (5), that Government Motion will be duly cir-
culated to all Honourable Members today and with the
approval of the Standing Business Committee, the
Motion will be placed on the Order Paper for discus-
sion on 29 June Sitting.

Madam Speaker, | therefore ask that all Hon-
ourable Members support the requested suspension
of Standing Order 24 (5).Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The Motion has been duly moved.
Does any Member wish to speak?

If no Member wishes to speak the question is that
Standing Order 24 (5) be suspended. All those in fa-
vour say Aye. Those against No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. Standing Order 24
(5) has accordingly been suspended.

Agreed: Standing Order 24 (5) suspended.

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to move the adjournment of
this Honourable House.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
am craving your indulgence for the benefit of all Mem-
bers of the House, rather than wait until Monday, Min-
isters and Official Members have given a commitment
to prepare as many answers as is possible for ques-
tions that are there. As a result | would beg for this
House to be adjourned until 10 am Monday morning.
At which time we will ask for suspension of Standing
Orders in order to answer as many questions as is
possible.

The Speaker: The question is that this Honourable
House do adjourn until 10 am Monday, 27 June. All
those in favour, please say Aye.
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Ayes.
The Speaker: All those against, No. The Ayes have it.

At 11.43 am the House stood adjourned until 10
am Monday, 27 June 2005.



60

23 June 2005

Official Hansard Report




Official Hansard Report

Monday, 27 June 2005 61

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
MONDAY
27 JUNE 2005

10.15 AM
Third Sitting

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to say prayers.

PRAYERS

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom
and power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct
and prosper the deliberations of the Legislative As-
sembly now assembled, that all things may be or-
dered upon the best and surest foundations for the
glory of Thy Name and for the safety, honour and wel-
fare of the people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales;
and all the Royal Family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of
Cabinet and Members of the Legislative Assembly,
that we may be enabled faithfully to perform the re-
sponsible duties of our high office. All this we ask for
Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say The Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Speaker: Please be seated.
resumed.

Proceedings are

Proceedings resumed at 10:18 am

READINGS BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: | have apologies from the Honourable
Minister for Health Services, Agriculture, Aviation and

Works who will be away from the 27-30 June, the
Honourable Minister for Tourism, Environment, De-
velopment and Commerce who is off Island from 27-
29 June.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

Suspension of Standing Order 23 (6)

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to move the suspension of
Standing Order 23 (6) to allow more than three ques-
tions, appearing upon the Order Paper in the name of
the same Member, to be asked.

Honourable Leader of Government Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | beg to
move the suspension of Standing Order 23 (6) in or-
der that more than three questions may be asked by
the same Member on the same day.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
23(6) be suspended. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Standing Order 23(6) suspended to allow
more than three questions, appearing upon the
Order Paper in the name of the same Member, to
be asked.

The Speaker: Question No. 16 standing in the name
of the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman is addressed to the Honourable Leader
of Government Business with responsibility for the
Ministry of Planning, Communications, District Ad-
ministration and Information Technology.

Question No. 16

No. 16: Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly asked the
Honourable Leader of Government Business with re-
sponsibility for the Ministry of Planning, Communica-
tions, District Administration and Information Technol-
ogy, will the Government support holding at least one
Sitting of the Legislative Assembly per annum on
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Cayman Brac and, if so, would the Honourable Leader
say when the first such Sitting would occur.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business and Minister responsible for District Admini-
stration.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The answer: Yes, the Gov-
ernment will support holding at least one sitting of the
Legislative Assembly per annum on Cayman Brac.
However, at this time | am unable to say when such
sitting will occur but | will undertake to raise the matter
with the Business Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly and indeed in consultation with your, Madam
Speaker. Then we will be able to advise of the date.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? First
Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | wonder if the Honourable Leader
of Government Business could indicate as to when he
would seek to meet with the Business Committee in
consultation with you?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Before | set a time to meet
with the Business Committee and even to discuss it
with yourself, | wish to obtain logistics so that we know
exactly what will have to be done. As soon as | know
that we would arrange it and of course we also wish to
ensure that the timing of that sitting is not inconven-
ient for Members, then we will set the date and we will
do it as quickly as we can.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?

If not we move on to question No. 17 stand-
ing in the name of the First Elected Member for Cay-
man Brac and Little Cayman and it is addressed to
the Honourable Leader of Government Business with
responsibility for the Ministry of Planning, Communi-
cations, District Administration and Information Tech-
nology.

Question No. 17

No. 17: Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly asked
Honourable Leader of Government Business what is
the Government’s timeline for the modernisation of the
Cayman Islands’ Constitution.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The Answer: there is no set
timetable for the modernisation of the Cayman Islands

Constitution and since this is a matter of great signifi-
cance that we will have a potentially significant impact
on the status quo, the Government wishes to hold fur-
ther public dialogue before doing so.

Kindly recall the PPM manifesto where the
People's Progressive Movement expressed that it
would insist that any significant changes require the
approval of the people of the Cayman Islands ex-
pressed by referendum.

It is the intention of Government to dedicate
time to address the constitutional matters over the
next 18 months to 2 years. Meanwhile, the United
Kingdom is willing and ready to expedite talks as soon
as the Cayman Islands wishes to do so.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? First
Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

With reference to paragraph two, | wonder if
the Honourable Leader of Government Business
would say whether or not they have made a decision
as to the referendum he refers to—uwill it be persua-
sive or mandatory?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, while the
guestion is very relevant, the fact of the matter is (be-
cause we have not put our minds to this since being
elected) no firm decisions have been made with re-
gard to whether such a referendum would be binding
or not.

| would say that | suspect it would be binding,
otherwise it would not make much sense having the
referendum. But | do not want to take it on myself and
say so because we have consulted with no one, in-
cluding the Opposition.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, again with reference to paragraph 2 where it
refers to the PPM Manifesto, | wonder if the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business would be so
kind as to provide me with a copy at some time.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, certainly |
would be happy to do that. | just find it strange that the
Member does not have one but, of course, if she
wishes one | would be happy to do so.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not, we move on to question No. 18 standing in the
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name of the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman and it is addressed to the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business with responsibil-
ity for the Ministry of Planning, Communications, Dis-
trict Administration and Information Technology.

Question No. 18

No0.18: Mrs. Juliana O’'Connor-Connolly asked the
Honourable Leader of Government Business with re-
sponsibility for the Ministry of Planning, Communica-
tions, District Administration and Information Technol-
ogy what is the target date to deliver all of Govern-
ment’s services online.

The Speaker: Hon. Leader of Government Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: In order to set a target date
we need a detailed set of plans on providing all of the
Government’s services online along with the funding
approval for the multiple years that will be required to
implement such a strategy. Putting all Government
services online or implementing an E-Government
plan is not a simple process. We first need a plan that
includes not only what the people want and prioritising
our future online services as we can afford to do them
but also by overseeing their timely delivery and ensur-
ing we get the best value possible.

After consultation with all our various stake-
holders, we plan to set the yearly priorities and coor-
dinate and oversee Government budgets so that
yearly and final target dates can be set and met. The
Cabinet office will be assigned responsibility for
championing such a solution and coordinating it with
the senior management of the Civil Service and vari-
ous government agencies, decentralised budgets due
to the Financial Management Initiative, as well as any
future centralised budgets that may be needed to
meet our long-term E-Government goals.

We will be assisted by the Computer Services
Department, which as of 1 July will report to the Cabi-
net Office, along with others from both within and with-
out the Government, as they may be needed. We
need everyone working together toward a common
shared goal. Regular and yearly status reviews and
updates on the progress of our E-Government mile-
stones, budgets and expenses will be presented by
the Cabinet in the future.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? First
Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’'Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | wish to thank the Honourable
Leader of Government Business for such a detailed
response and would ask him if he would consider in-
cluding the Legislative Assembly as one of the priority
areas once he undertakes his various plans.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The Member from Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman will recall that a few years ago
that a motion to that effect was passed and certainly
in all considerations the Legislative Assembly will be
one of the priorities. | can tell her that.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not we move on to question No.19 standing in the
name of the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman and it is addressed to the Honour-
able First Official Member responsible for the Portfolio
of Internal and External Affairs.

Question No. 19

No. 19: Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly asked the
Honourable First Official Member responsible for the
Portfolio of Internal and External Affairs what progress
is being made on the modernisation of the Civil Ser-
vice and, in particular, as it relates to personnel.

The Speaker: The Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: The Answer: Madam
Speaker, a key action in our ongoing modernisation of
the Civil Service is personnel reform. A bill to provide
the legislative mandate for this reform has been
drafted and will be brought to this Honourable Hose
following its review and approval by the new Cabinet.

The bill will provide chief officers and heads
of departments with much greater authority over per-
sonnel matters, including the power to appoint staff
and agree remuneration levels with them. It will also
repeal General Orders and replace it with a simpler
set of personnel regulations. | expect the new law to
come into effect on 1 July 2006.

| should also mention, with your permission,
Madam Speaker, that quite recently there was a very
thorough report given by the Chief Officer of the Port-
folio of the Civil Service in the [Caymanian] Compass
on 16 June 2005 in which he addressed the Cartac
group that was here in the Cayman Islands and gave
an update as to what was being done with the Civil
Service modernisation. Also on 17 June the Compass
carried in its headlines the benefits that will accrue to
the country as a result of proceeding with reform.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If
there are not supplementaries we will move to ques-
tion No. 20 standing in the name of the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition and First Elected Member
for the district of West Bay; Addressed to the Hon-
ourable First Official Member responsible for the Port-
folio of Internal and External Affairs. Honourable
Leader of the Opposition.
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Question No. 20

No. 20: Hon. W. McKeeva Bush asked the Honour-
able First Official Member responsible for the Portfolio
of Internal and External Affairs in light of His Excel-
lency the Governor vacating the Government Admini-
stration Building “the Glass House”, can the Honour-
able Member say what is being done to protect and
safeguard other Civil Servants working in the building.

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: The Answer: Madam
Speaker, on 14 June 2005, the Governor in Cabinet
authorised the Project Manager for the Government
Office Accommodation Project, through the Ministry of
Planning, to oversee any retrofit work to the Glass
House in conjunction with the facilities manager for
the Government Administration Building. Specifically
staff are ordered to complete the necessary works to
design and construct an un-enclosed exterior fire es-
cape as a matter of urgency with requisite funding to
be provided from the 2005-2006 Budget.

In addition the Facilities Manager (Lands and
Survey) continues to undertake necessary works to
ensure that fire suppression and alarm systems are
functional and routinely maintained and tested includ-
ing implementation of a proper fire drill response pro-
gram. The Facilities Manager has also been re-
guested to ensure that regular “sweeps” of the floors
and stairwells of the Glass House are carried out to
ensure that any requirement to exit the building is not
impeded by furniture and equipment discarded by
Ministries, Portfolios, and Departments occupying the
Government Administration Building.

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence, again,
| would like to point out that this question mirrors one
that was given by the Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business to a question that was earlier asked by
the Honourable First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, with reference to the last part of paragraph
to the answer referring to the unenclosed exterior fire
escape, | wonder if the Honourable First Official
Member could say whether this is the only condition
stopping His Excellency from returning?

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.
Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, there

are several things that need to be done to the Glass
House and the erection of a proper fire escape is one

of these requirements. It is a question that once the
retrofitting has taken place that quite likely a further
inspection will have to be carried out by the Fire Mar-
shall from the United Kingdom together with our local
fire department to determine all of the conditions that
are necessary for the building to be deemed safe
have been done.
That is the response | can give at this time.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Can the Honourable Mem-
ber say whether the Governor is still out of the build-
ing or if he is back in?

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, His
Excellency the Governor is currently working from his
home in West Bay Road and Offices are being sought
for alternative accommodation.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, | wonder if the Honourable First Official
Member can say whether or not the UK will be paying
for this leased space seeing that they gave the man-
date, or will it be from the Cayman Islands Treasury?

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, this
matter is being looked into. | cannot say precisely who
will bare the cost.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementaries we will move
on to question No. 21 standing in the name of the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition and is ad-
dressed to the Honourable Third Official Member.
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Question No. 21

No. 21: Hon. W. McKeeva Bush asked the Honour-
able Third Official Member responsible for the Portfo-
lio of Finance and Economics what was the amount in
the Government’s bank accounts at the close of busi-
ness 10 May 2005.

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: The Answer. The
amount in the Government’s bank accounts as stated
by Government’'s bankers at the close of business on
10 May 2005 was CI$88,677,808; whilst the amount
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in the Government’s bank accounts as shown by the
Treasury’s General Ledger at the close of business
on 10 May 2005 was CI$82,617,600.

The difference between the two positions is
CI$6,060,208. Differences will arise between the two
positions and this is entirely normal. Such differences
will be resolved and removed by means of the bank
reconciliation process that occurs in the Treasury De-
partment.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
Third Elected Member for the district of George Town.

Miss Lucille D. Seymour: Madam Speaker, | wonder
if the Third Official Member could say what amount
was the outstanding debt on 10 May 2005.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, prior
to the General Election on 11 May 2005 the Public
Management and Finance Law required the Gazettal
of a document called the Pre-election Economic and
Financial Update and that document was placed in
the Gazette. The document contained some financial
information about the forecast position that was ex-
pected as at the end of the 2004/2005 year, which is
30 June, and it also went forward for the following two
years.

In the balance sheet section it gives informa-
tion about the debt and borrowings position and the
figure that | am about to quote would be the position
that the document was envisaging or forecasting to
be the position as at 30 June 2005, that would be this
week. The figure expected as being our debt figure as
at that date was $211,645,000 approximately. That
was the position at 30 June, the question asked the
position as at 10 May 2005. There would not have
been a substantial difference, if any, between the fig-
ure | have just quoted ($211,645,000) and the posi-
tion as at 10 May 2005.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | was
surprised to hear a question on what is the out-
standing debt, since that was not the question. Never-
theless, Madam Speaker . . .

Rest me, man. Just rest me—

The Speaker: Could we continue with the asking of
the supplementary question?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Obviously the $211 million
is long term debt and the Member has not said what
the additional or added-on loan to bring it to $211 Mil-

lion. | would like to hear that. | would also ask if he
can say what and how we got to this $211 million.

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member if
you are in a position to answer that supplementary we
will accept it. If not, you can give it to the Honourable
Member in writing. Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, | can-
not answer the question in precise and exact terms
but | can answer the spirit of the question.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition is
quite right when he suggested that of the $211.6 mil-
lion it is not all payable immediately, that is correct.
The vast majority of the $211.6 million arises from the
bond issue which the Government currently has and
the Government executed the bond issue back in
April 2003.

The figure at that time for the bond issue was,
as | recall, at April 2003 US$163 million approxi-
mately. So not a lot of debt has been added to arrive
at the current position of CI$211.6 million that was
guoted. Reverting back to the bond issue of US$163
million executed in April 2003, the main purpose of
that bond issue was to refinance existing debt at the
time. The truthful position is that the vast majority of
the US$163 million was simply to pay off existing debt
of the Government, which was debt on a floating rate
basis and the bond issue of US$163 million was a
fixed rate basis. So the bulk of the bond issue 85,
perhaps 90-plus per cent of the proceeds were used
to pay off existing debt and a small portion of that
bond issue was used to finance additional transac-
tions at the time.

That is the spirit of the answer.

The Speaker: That concludes question time—
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker—

The Speaker: | have given sufficient supplementaries
on this question and that concludes question time.

| have received no notification of statements
by Honourable Ministers and Members of the Cabi-
net. | call upon the Honourable Leader of Government
Business to move the adjournment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | beg to
move the adjournment of this Honourable House until
Wednesday morning at 10 am.

The Speaker: The question is that this Honourable
House adjourn until Wednesday, 29 June 2005 at 10
am. All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
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The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 10:45 am the Honourable House adjourned un-
til 10 am Wednesday, 29 June 2005.
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The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Third Elected
Member from the district of George Town to say
prayers.

PRAYERS

Miss Lucille D. Seymour: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales;
and all the Royal Family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of
Cabinet and Members of the Legislative Assembly,
that we may be enabled faithfully to perform the re-
sponsible duties of our high office. All this we ask for
Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say The Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

Proceedings resumed at 10:20 am

READINGS BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Speaker: | have no messages, announcements
or apologies from Members.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

The Speaker: Question No. 22 standing in the name of
the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little
Cayman is addressed to the Honourable First Official
Member responsible for the Portfolio of Internal and Ex-
ternal Affairs.

Question No. 22

No. 22: Mrs. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly asked the
Honourable First Official Member responsible for the
Portfolio of Internal and External Affairs if the Govern-
ment is considering a salary review for the Civil Service
and, if so, when.

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member re-
sponsible for the Portfolio of Internal and External
Affairs.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: The Answer: Madam
Speaker, the Government in keeping with its mandate
as a considerate and responsible employer intends
carrying out a review of Civil Service salaries. It is
recognised that the last such review took place in
1997 and it is appropriate to review any anomalies
and disparities which may have arisen since.

It is only sensible to recognise that the Gov-
ernment’s attention at this time will, of necessity, be
focused on the wider community needs, in particular
the very considerable issue of infrastructure replace-
ment. The Government is in the process of accessing
the cost associated with these priorities and as soon
as the financial implications are determined it will turn
its attention to carry out a salary review for the Civil
Service.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? First
Elected Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to paragraph three
would the Honourable First Official Member concur
with me that the Civil Service is an integral part of the
wider community?

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.
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Hon. George A. McCarthy: Yes, Madam Speaker, |
will concur with the Honourable First Elected Member
for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman that the Civil
Service is a part of the wider community, but what |
will invite the Honourable Member to consider is the
fact that at this time resources are limited, we are still
in a post recovery mode from Hurricane Ivan and we
do recognise that prices have escalated significantly
and we have to look in terms of the immediate de-
mands that are placed on the country at this time.

Bearing in mind that resources are not unlim-
ited it means that if the Government is going to incur
additional costs it will have to look to the public in
general for those funds. One would have to look at
this very carefully before that approach is pursued at
this time.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, | wish to thank the Honourable First Official
Member for his answer and | ask whether he would
be in a position to consider, in the implementation or
carrying out of the infrastructure replacement that
those relating to the Civil Service become of para-
mount consideration.

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, as |
mentioned in a part of the answer, first of all there is a
level of prioritisation taking place at this time. The
Government recognises that costs have escalated
considerably and once it is quantified, in terms of
what it will take to effect the replacement of essential
infrastructure then a determination will be made in
terms of the availability of the remaining resources in
order to try to address a salary review for the Civil
Service. As | mentioned one has not been carried out
since 1997, but what the Government does not want
to do is send a message of false hope at this time.
Because to do so would give the impression that
something is going to materialise for the benefit of the
Civil Service.

The Government is mindful of this but every-
one is going through a difficult time and especially
those people that are rebuilding. The funds that they
have available oftentimes is just enough to effect the
repairs that are necessary to their own homes and if
the Government is going to be incurring any addi-
tional expenditure over and above the resource base
that it has at this time, that money can only come
from the public in general. It is a question as to how
the present resources that are available are to be al-
located. After careful consideration, the Government
is looking at that and making an assessment in terms
of what should be the priorities.

Just to point out, we have the Budget exer-
cise that is coming up. The Budget is due to be pre-
sented to this House in September 2005 and if there
is the flexibility for anything to be done for the Civil
Service at that point in time, | am sure that the Gov-
ernment will be quite willing to give such considera-
tion.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: My final Sup-
plementary, Madam Speaker. Can the Honourable
First Official Member confirm that the Civil Service
would have a legitimate expectation of a salary raise
by or before the expiration of the next four years?

The Speaker: Honourable Member | think you are
asking the Honourable First Official Member to give
an opinion, and | do not think that we can accept an
opinion. Would you like to rephrase your supplemen-
tary question?

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Can the Hon-
ourable First Official Member say that he will take all
reasonable steps to persuade the Government to
bring a salary increase before the expiration of the
next four years?

The Speaker: Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, | very
much welcome and appreciate the concerns that
have been shared by the Honourable First Elected
Member for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, but | do
not think that the Government will require any specific
persuasion at this time. The Government recognises
the problems right across the board.

We have seen in the papers daily what is be-
ing said in terms of the low salaries that are being
paid. But, Madam Speaker, the Government has a
limited pool of resources to work from at this time.
This is what will have to be borne in mind because at
the end of the day it is the people—the public in gen-
eral—that pays the bills. And, yes, | will do my best to
influence the Government, but | must say that there is
a willingness on the part of the Government to ad-
dress this in addition to other priorities that it will have
to marshal as a part of the budget process.

The Speaker: Question No. 23 standing in the name of
the Second Elected Member for West Bay and it is ad-
dressed to the Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness responsible for the Ministry of Planning, Communi-
cations, District Administration and Information Technol-

ogy.
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Question No. 23

No. 23: Mr. Rolston M. Anglin asked the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business responsible for
the Ministry of Planning, Communications, District
Administration and Information Technology if the
Government will extend the Housing Recovery Grant
to those who spent their own money, but would have
otherwise qualified.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, the Housing
Recovery Grant (HRG) received a total of 1,066 appli-
cations which were evaluated against criteria to de-
termine need. As a result, 695 applications were ap-
proved. This number of approvals currently exceeds
the amount granted to the HRG which was CI$7.5
million.

In cases of persons who were able to pay or
who received funding from other sources, it is unlikely
that they would have met the criteria of the HRG for
assistance. Furthermore, the Housing Recovery Grant
was never intended to meet everyone’s needs simply
because it was physically impossible to do so, but
rather to give assistance to those most needy.

Persons in need were provided ample time to
make applications to HRG and non-applications may
have been due to person or persons having funds
available to pay or may have raised funds from alter-
native sources. Unfortunately, it is not feasible at this
time to extend the grant programme particularly as the
amount of approvals still exceeds the amount of grant
monies available. However, we do appreciate that
there may be other vulnerable persons, for example
those affected by their insurance company defaulting
which warrants further discussion and consideration.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
Second Elected Member for the district of West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, whilst | do
appreciate all the information given in the answer | do
have in my district (and | daresay all districts of the
Islands) elderly persons who on the heels of the hur-
ricane went out and procured with what were their life
savings . . . a lot of them are indigents who are on
permanent financial assistance. They utilised the few
thousands of dollars that they had, all of it, to replace
what they had and are currently in a situation where
they have absolutely nothing left. | would think that in
those cases, maybe some consideration could be
given and whether or not the Government would be
willing to look at those on a case specific basis.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | hear what
the Member is saying and as of now what is going to
happen—because we have discovered in nearly all of
the districts, including the district which the Member
represents, that there are still some people who either
for ignorance or for whatever reason have not been
helped thus far and are still in the recovery mode. We
have to outreach to those people first of all to do as
much as we can to assist with those types of persons.

The Member will appreciate that funds are
limited. The National Recovery Fund is in the process
of doing fundraising. The Government is accessing
what resources Government itself financially can
place towards the recovery operations and if the funds
are able to accommodate these types of persons
which the Member has alluded to then, certainly, the
Government will consider it. But | am sure the Mem-
ber will appreciate that in order of priorities those who
have not, thus far, been helped by way of getting
themselves near to some semblance of pre Ivan cir-
cumstances, those will have to be the priorities.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?

If there are no further supplementary ques-
tions, we move on to Question No. 24 standing in the
name of the Second Elected Member for the district of
West Bay and it is addressed to the Honourable
Leader of Government Business.

Second Elected Member for the district of
West Bay.

[Pause]

The Speaker: Madam Clerk, can we check the Busi-
ness Paper to see whose name this question should
be standing in please?

The First Elected Member for the district of
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman has indicated to me
that Question No. 24 was submitted in her name so |
call upon the First Elected Member for the district of
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Question No. 24

No. 24: Mrs. Juliana O'Connor-Connolly asked the
Honourable Leader of Government Business respon-
sible for the Ministry of Planning, Communications,
District Administration and Information Technology,
what steps will be taken by the Government to make
Government services more accessible and respon-
sive to the public?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The Answer: Madam Speaker,
while the Government recognises that the public per-
ception of the service is that its performance can be
improved, some very significant steps have been
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taken by Government to make Government services
more accessible and responsive to the public.

Significant among these was the establish-
ment of an office of Complaint Commissioner which
gives members of the public the opportunity to make
representation about unsatisfactory performance by
any individual or department as part of their recourse.

Additionally, a Freedom of Information Bill is
presently with Legal Drafting and we look forward to
presenting it to this Honourable House and the people
of the Cayman Islands as quickly as possible.

In addition, a Public Sector Management divi-
sion has been set up within Government to provide
ongoing management training support to public ser-
vice managers to enhance service delivery.

The Civil Service Reform strategy is also fo-
cused on improving responsiveness through empow-
erment and supporting managers, supporting profes-
sional development and personal growth, and expect-
ing professional performance. The matter of Govern-
ment accommodation and work environment is also
being addressed as a matter of urgency to improve
access and responsiveness to the public.

As a small country we are progressive and
have accomplished much by being innovative. Fur-
thermore, through the steps being pursued we will
further improve upon our existing accomplishments.
Indeed we are held up as an example to be emulated
by the region.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
First Elected Member for the district of Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, | am happy to concur that perhaps 99.9 per
cent of the service adheres to this detailed response,
and | wonder whether the Honourable Leader could
take all reasonable steps to ensure the example that
we are emulated by the region could extend to the
Social Services Department in particular the leader-
ship on Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | hear the
supplementary coming from the First Elected Member
for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. Unfortunately,
while | understand what she is asking, | am not in a
position to give a response in kind as | am with no
knowledge of any deficiency. What | can ensure the
Member is that we will investigate the circumstances
that she has alluded to and certainly if there is any-
thing that needs to be done it will be done.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementary questions, we

move on to Question No. 25 standing in the name of
the Fourth Elected Member from the district of George
Town and it is addressed to the Honourable Leader of
Government Business responsible for the Ministry of
Planning, Communications, District Administration and
Information Technology.

Fourth Elected Member for the district of
George Town.

Question No. 25

No. 25: Mr. W. Alfonso Wright ask the Honourable
Leader of Government Business responsible for the
Ministry of Planning, Communications, District Ad-
ministration and Information Technology when will
CITN have free broadcast channels as prescribed by
Law, transmitting to the entire country?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: The Answer: Madam Speaker,
Weststar Television’'s equipment in Grand Cayman
and Cayman Brac and Little Cayman was damaged
during Hurricane Ivan. However, repairs were effected
in Grand Cayman several months ago and following
receipt of the necessary spares, CITN returned to the
air in Cayman Brac and Little Cayman on 22 April
2005. The company is not aware of any continuing
problems (and that is what has been reported to Gov-
ernment).

Tourist program on Island 24 was pulled after
Hurricane lvan, in order to update the content, as
much of the information was no longer applicable. The
new tourist program will be renamed, but the format
will remain the same. A go-live date is scheduled for 1
August 2005.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If

there are no further supplementaries, that concludes
Question Time.

STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

The Speaker: | have received no notification of
Statements by Ministers and Members of the Cabinet.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Government Motion No. 01/05

Authorisation of Executive Financial Transactions
for the 2005/2006 financial year

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.
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WHEREAS the Government's budget
preparation for the 2005/6 financial year would
normally have commenced by October 2004;

AND WHEREAS the 2005/6 Budget prepa-
ration process was severely disrupted by Hurri-
cane lvan;

AND WHEREAS the 2005/6 Budget needs
to reflect the policies of the Government and,
Government was established on 18 May 2005 fol-
lowing the 2005 General Elections, and there is a
short period of time between the 18 May 2005 and
the 1 July 2005 commencement date of the 2005/6
financial year;

AND WHEREAS there will not be sufficient
time to enact an Appropriation Law for the 2005/6
financial year before 1 July 2005;

AND WHEREAS as a consequence of the
preceding, there will not be an Appropriation Law
for the 2005/6 financial year before 1 July 2005;

AND WHEREAS Section 12(1) of the Public
Management and Finance Law (2003 Revision)
states that “the executive financial transactions in
respect of a financial year may be authorised by a
resolution of the Legislative Assembly in advance
of a law making appropriations for those transac-
tions if-

"(a) the resolution is arranged according to
each of the appropriation types specified
in section 10(3); and
the resolution provides that it shall lapse
after a period of four months from the
date of the resolution.”

AND WHEREAS the Government, pursuant to
section 12(1) of the Public Management and Fi-
nance Law (2003 Revision), is seeking the ap-
proval of the Legislative Assembly for the at-
tached Schedule of appropriations for the four-
month period from 1 July 2005 to 31 October 2005;

BE IT NOW THEREFORE RESOLVED that for
the period 1 July 2005 to 31 October 2005 the
Governor in Cabinet be authorised to incur execu-
tive financial transactions totalling no more than
CI$197,475,514 in aggregate, and not exceeding
the limits specified for each of the following ap-
propriation categories, further details of which are
provided in the attached Schedule to this Motion:

"(b)

Output Groups: $98,023,178
Transfer Payments: $8,930,067
Equity Investments: $31,738,536
Financing Expenses: $3,499,938
Other Executive Expenses: $6,308,795
Executive Assets: $1,350,000
Loans Made: $625,000
Borrowings: $47,000,000

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The Motion has been duly moved and
is open for debate.
The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

In accordance with Standing Order 25(2) |
seek leave to move an amendment to Government
Motion No. 01/05.

The Speaker: | so authorise.
Amendment to Government Motion No. 1/05

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The amendment, which has been circulated
to all Honourable Members of the House this morn-
ing, reads as follows:

In accordance with the provisions of Standing
Order 25(1), (2) and (3), | beg to move that Govern-
ment Motion No. 01/05 be amended as follows:

(1) By deleting the resolve section and substitut-
ing the following therefore-

BE IT NOW THEREFORE RESOLVED that for
the period 1 July 2005 to 31 October 2005 the
Governor in Cabinet be authorised to incur ex-
ecutive financial transactions totalling no more
than CI$205,004,171 in aggregate, and not ex-
ceeding the limits specified for each of the fol-
lowing appropriation categories, further details
of which are provided in the attached Schedule
to this Motion:

Output Groups: $100,073,835

Transfer Payments: $8,930,067
Equity Investments: $31,738,536
Financing Expenses: $3,499,938
Other Executive Expenses: $6,308,795
Executive Assets: $6,828,000
Loans Made: $625,000
Borrowings: $47,000,000’

(2) By deleting from the Schedule [meaning the
original Schedule] the following item under
the Output Group name-

NGS 46 — Organise the Cayman Islands
Craft Market: $12,800

HHS 12 — Support and Supervision of
persons doing community service:
$284,602.

(3) By inserting unto the Schedule the following
item under the Output Group name-
NRA 1 — Development of New Public
Roads: $335,602
NRA 2- Management and Maintenance of
Public Roads: $1,716,292
NRA 3 — Policy Advice: $11,563

(4) By inserting unto the Schedule the following
item under the Executive Asset name-
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EA 32 — Ongoing Road Projects:
$5,478,000.

The Speaker: The amendment has been duly moved
and is open for debate. Does the Honourable Third
Official Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Perhaps | should make light humour in a se-
rious situation and say, like my good friend, the Sec-
ond Elected Member from West Bay, | should just like
to make some brief commandments. | will be brief,
Madam Speaker, on the amendment.

The simple explanation that gives rise to the
origins of the amendment to the Motion is simple hu-
man error.

The amendment to the Motion has four dis-
tinct sections. If we look at subsection (2), it speaks to
deleting from the Schedule (the original Schedule at-
tached to the substantive Motion) the following item
under the Output Group name, and it speaks to NGS
46 and the amount is $12,800 being deleted.

If Members were to go to page 5 of the
Schedule they would see NGS 46 being shown there
highlighted in yellow and struck through with a line
through the details simply to indicate that the item is
being deleted. The reason why the item is being de-
leted is it was simply a duplication of an amount that
is still shown on the Schedule as TAB 4 at the very
end of the Schedule on page 5. TAB 4 — Organise the
Cayman Islands Craft Market $12,800.

So this particular item appears as an
amendment simply because the amount itself
($12,800) was a duplication.

HHS 12 for an amount of $284,602 also was
a duplication. In the package that was distributed to
Honourable Members this morning, on page 6 of the
Schedule thereto we again see HHS 12 with a strike
through and highlighted in yellow to indicate that the
item is being deleted from the Schedule and the fig-
ure $284,602 again being deleted because the item
had been included within the output group immedi-
ately above it—HHS 11 Supervision of Offenders Do-
ing Community Service—and the figure shown there
is $393,972. Again it is simple human error, duplica-
tion of those two items we are seeking to correct.

Madam Speaker, the third item in the
Amendment speaks to outputs from the National
Roads Authority (NRA 1-3) and the amounts are
shown in the amendment—$335,602 for NRA 1 et
cetera. Madam Speaker, again, the explanation is
simply that (human error) they were not included on
the original schedule which was attached to the Mo-
tion. In the package that was distributed to Honour-
able Members this morning on page 3 of the Sched-
ule we see the NRA 1-3 highlighted in yellow so that
Members can see clearly that these are new items

coming on to the schedule if this amendment to Gov-
ernment Motion is passed.

Madam Speaker, | hope that Honourable
Members would find the highlighting useful in relating
the initial Schedule to the amendment items that are
sought by this proposed amendment to the Motion.

The last item on the proposed Amendment to
the initial Motion, Executive Assets 32- Ongoing Road
Projects, $5,478,000. Again, that item needed to have
been included on the initial Schedule and it was inad-
vertently omitted by simple human error. In the pack-
age that Members received this morning with details
of the amendment to the Motion, on page 11 of that
Schedule we see EA 32 — Ongoing Road Projects
$5,478,000 highlighted in yellow being shown there.

| would like to conclude my comments on the
proposed amendment to the Motion by simply ex-
plaining the mechanics of the resolve section.

If we take as an example the Executive As-
sets caption then in the original Schedule that was
attached to the Motion, the figures shown there is
$1,350,000. When we add to that sub-item 4 on the
Amendment before us, when we add the $5,478,000
to the $1,350,000 we arrive at the Executive Assets
figure of $6,828,000.

That is how the figures in the resolve section,
as shown in Section 1 to the proposed amendment to
the Motion, those figures reflect the acceptance,
should the House decide the do so, the acceptance of
the additions and deletions in items 2, 3 and 4. Those
items totalled $205,400,171.

Those are my comments on the proposed
amendment to the Motion and | thank Honourable
Members for their attention and hope that the Sched-
ules that we distributed this morning help to resolve
and make clear the changes that we are proposing.

| thank Honourable Members for their atten-
tion and understanding.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Madam
Speaker, may | ask on a point of clarity?

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for Cayman
Brac and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly: Thank you.
Are we expected to debate individually on the amend-
ment that he just spoke to or will he also be speaking
to the substantive Motion at a later time so that we
can know how to launch our debate.

The Speaker: Honourable First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, you have the right
to debate the amendment and when we conclude the
debate on the amendment and the question is pro-
posed and the amendment is carried we will then pro-
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to debate the amendment and when we conclude the
debate on the amendment and the question is pro-
posed and the amendment is carried we will then pro-
ceed to debate the Motion as amended. He will then
speak on the Motion as amended.

If no other Member wishes to speak the ques-
tion is: “BE IT NOW THEREFORE RESOLVED that
for the period 1 July 2005 to 31 October 2005 the
Governor in Cabinet be authorised to incur execu-
tive financial transactions totalling no more than
Cl$205,004,171 in aggregate, and not exceeding
the limits specified for each of the following ap-
propriation categories, further details of which are
provided in the attached Schedule to this Motion:

“Output Groups: $100,073,835

Transfer Payments: $8,930,067
Equity Investments: $31,738,536
Financing Expenses: $3,499,938
Other Executive Expenses: $6,308,795
Executive Assets: $6,828,000
Loans Made: $625,000
Borrowings: $47,000,000

“(2) By deleting for the Schedule the fol-
lowing item under the Output Group name-

NGS 46 — Organise the Cayman Islands
Craft Market: $12,800

HHS 12 — Support and Supervision of per-
sons doing community service: $284,602.

“(3) By inserting unto the Schedule the fol-
lowing item under the Output Group name-

NRA 1- Development of New Public
Roads: $335,602

NRA 2— Management and Maintenance of
Public Roads: $1,716,292

NRA 3 —Policy Advice: $11,563

“(4) By inserting unto the Schedule the fol-
lowing item under the Executive Asset name-

EA 32 — Ongoing Road Projects:
$5,478,000.”

All those in favour please say Aye. those
against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Amendment to Government Motion 1/05
passed.

The Speaker: | now invite the Honourable Third Offi-
cial Member to speak to the Motion as amended.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | thank the Honourable House for their un-
derstanding to the amendment to the Motion.

Madam Speaker, | obviously start by stating
that the figures that | will make in my contribution re-
flect the amendments to the Motion that the House
has just approved.

When | moved the suspension of Standing
Order 24 (5), last week, to allow this Government Mo-
tion its five-day notice period and for it to be consid-
ered by the House this June Meeting, | stated that
section 12(1) of the Public Management and Finance
Law allows the Government to undertake certain ex-
ecutive financial transitions at the start of the
2005/2006 financial year in advance of an Appropria-
tion Law for that year. That was providing that the
Legislative Assembly resolved to permit those trans-
actions.

Madam Speaker, section 12(1) of the Public
Management Law requires that the Resolution-

"(a) be arranged according to each of appro-
priation types [specified in section 10(3) of
the same Law]; and

"(b) that the Resolution shall lapse after a pe-
riod of 4 months.”

The proposed executive financial transactions
are shown in the Schedule that accompanies the Mo-
tion itself. 1 will devote most of my comments to those
items appearing on the Schedule. When the Motion
was being read | did not detail each individual line
item. The Schedule is eleven pages long and has ap-
proximately 268 individual line items. | did not think
that was a productive use of that House's time to read
268 items.

Members of the House have the Schedule
before them and are well acquainted with the details
thereon. | daresay that member of the listening will
also gain an understanding of the Schedule as the
debate unfolds. Once again the figures | quote will be
subsequent to those effected by the amendment to
the Motion.

Madam Speaker, the amounts requested in
this Motion as amended represent the total value of
executive financial transactions as the Government
intends to pursue during the four-month pre-
appropriations period from 1 July to the end of Octo-
ber 2005. Madam Speaker, | explained last week why
this four-month appropriation was being sought by the
Government and | do not think that there is a great
need to repeat it again.

The appropriations now being sought by this
Motion as amended are under the following catego-
ries:

Output Groups: $100,073,835

Transfer Payments: $8,930,067
Equity Investments: $31,738,536
Financing Expenses: $3,499,938
Other Executive Expenses: $6,308,795
Executive Assets: $6,828,000

Loans Made: $625,000



74 Wednesday, 29 June 2005

Official Hansard Report

Borrowings: $47,000,000

These amounts total C1$205,004,171.

Output Groups

Madam Speaker let us examine the caption
Output Groups. The Output Group figure is approxi-
mately $100 million.

An Output is the term used to describe goods
and services that are produced by an entity and pur-
chased by Cabinet to achieve its policy objectives.
Output Groups, as we are speaking to in the Motion,
are simply a grouping of individual Outputs that are
similar in nature.

The Schedule attached to this Government
Motion No. 1 as amended lists the various Output
Groups under the particular Ministries, Portfolios and
Offices that will produce those Outputs. It is also
noteworthy to recognise that the names of the Minis-
tries, Portfolios and Offices reflect the new organisa-
tional naming and structure that will come into effect
on 1 July 2005.

Let me continue by stating that the basis—
and this is quite important for the Output Groups—or
foundation on which appropriations for Output Groups
rests . . . when developing the pre-appropriation re-
quest for the four-month period from July to October,
the Portfolio of Finance and Economics started by
providing each Ministry, Portfolio and Office with a
“target figure” that was equal to 4/12 (or 1/3) of the
initial approved 2004/5 budget appropriation for each
Output Group.

Madam Speaker the fraction of 4/12 was ob-
viously chosen as the starting point because it corre-
sponded to the four-month period for which the ap-
propriations are how being sought under this Motion.

Ministries, Portfolios and Offices were then
asked to review the amounts sought as a four-month
appropriation against this “target figure” that | just
mentioned and they were also tasked to explain why
any proposed appropriation sought exceeded that
“target figure”. | repeat again that the foundation for
Output Group appropriation was the 2004/5 initial ap-
proved budget and 4/12 thereof. That established the
foundation or the platform from which those figures
subsequently developed.

For the entire Output Group category, the
“target figure” was CI$89.7 million. The pre-
appropriation request now being sought under this
Motion is approximately $100 million, a small excess
of $10.3 million over the target figure, the foundation
figure of $89.7 million.

Madam Speaker, it is crucially important to
note that the starting position being the initial ap-
proved budget for the 2004/5 financial year was a very
restrictive starting position for the upcoming 2005/6
year simply because that initial 2004/5 budget (which
was passed in May 2004) did not know that Hurricane
Ivan would occur in September 2004. Therefore,
Madam Speaker, it is not surprising at all that Output

Group appropriation for the four-month period would
need to exceed the target figure. Government cannot
operate in a hurricane recovery phase starting on a
foundation budget that could not have foreseen Hurri-
cane lvan.

Madam Speaker, the Honourable Leader of
the Opposition has requested that | say it again and |
will do so.

| said it is not surprising at all that the Output
Group appropriation for the four-month period (July to
October) would need to exceed the target figure sim-
ply because the Government is now operating in a
hurricane recovery phase; whereas the 2004/5 Budget
(when it was passed in May 2004) could have not en-
visaged events which would have taken place in Sep-
tember 2004. So the starting position was quite re-
strictive. Therefore, if you are dealing with a recovery
phase now we need a bit more than a initial founda-
tion platform which did not take account of Hurricane
related items.

The main reasons for exceeding the target
figure of $89.7 million and seeking a four-month ap-
propriation for Output Groups of $100 million are as
follows:

(a) there has been a continuation of several Ex-
traordinary Outputs in the 2005/6 financial year. This
pre-appropriation Motion makes provision for extraor-
dinary Outputs totalling $5.9 million (and | will detail
those extraordinary Outputs shortly);

(b) the timing of the expenditure profile for certain
Output Groups meant that more than 4/12 would be
spent during the July — October period.

The extraordinary Outputs identified in this
Motion are related to the Government’s commitment
to continue providing hurricane relief assistance to
residents and to continue national recovery efforts.

The extraordinary Outputs are a significant
explanation as to why the “target figure” for Output
Groups has been exceeded.

The extraordinary Outputs being requested in
this Motion are as follows:

CBO 4 — Hurricane Debris Removal, for a
sum of $2.5 million, is being requested to cover the
continuation of hurricane related debris removal. Hon-
ourable Members can refer to page 2 of the Schedule
to this Motion for this particular Output Group.

This Output Group was in the Supplementary
Budget approved by the Legislative Assembly in Feb-
ruary 2005, and it is therefore a continuation of an
output group that currently exist in the 2004/5 Budget.
The continuation is necessary because the hurricane
debris removal work is ongoing work and has not
been completed.

On the same page of the Schedule, page 2,
under the Ministry of District Administration, Planning
and Agriculture, Output Group DAP 9 — Management
of and Services to the Agricultural Sector, a sum of
$1.66 million is being requested. Of this sum $0.7 mil-
lion relates to the continuation of an extraordinary
Output from the Department of Agriculture which pro-
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vides assistance to farmers to help them recover from
Hurricane Ivan. This extraordinary Output Group was
also in the Supplementary Budget approved in Febru-
ary 2005 and is therefore a continuation of an existing
Output.

On page 3 of the Schedule, the sum of $1.7
million is being requested for Output Group CWI 3 -
Contaminated Ash Disposal. This is an extraordinary
item relating to the disposal of ash created from the
burning of Hurricane lvan related debris.

The final extraordinary Output included in this
Motion can be found on page 5 of the Schedule, Out-
put Group DVB 4 — Provision of Repairs and Essential
Restoration to Houses, for $1.0 million. This extraor-
dinary appropriation is related to the Cayman Islands
Development Bank administered programme (that
programme is being administered on behalf of the
Government) that provides residents with financial
assistance for the restoration of their homes damaged
during Hurricane Ivan.

Another category for which appropriations are
being sought is transfer payments.

Transfer Payments
Transfer Payments are defined as a benefit or

similar payment for which no output or consideration
is received directly by Government. Essentially, Trans-
fer Payments are grants for which the Cabinet does
not receive anything in return for, but the effect of
those grants are for the public-good of the Islands.

The Motion seeks approval for some $8.9 million
in Transfer Payments, as shown on page 9 of the
Schedule. These Transfer Payments will allow for the
continuation of important social welfare and social
development-type Transfer Payments such as:

e TP 1-Poor Relief Payments of $1,264,000;
e TP 10- Education Council Overseas Tertiary
Scholarships & Bursaries of $1,166,650;

e TP 11-TP 15 Various other Scholarship
Payments, totalling $795,417.

In addition to the continuation of these existing
Transfer Payments, the Government has included a
pre-appropriation request for the rollover or continua-
tion of two extraordinary Transfer Payments designed
to provide residents with financial assistance to aid in
the repair and restoration of their homes damaged or
destroyed by Hurricane Ivan. These extraordinary
Transfer Payments are:

e TP 17 — Cayman Islands National Recovery

Fund. An appropriation is sought for $2 million
to cover an additional grants to this very im-
portant Fund, which has the business of as-
sisting members of the public in repairs and
restoration to their homes as a result of Hurri-
cane lvan damage.

e TP 18 — Hurricane Relief Assistance. An ap-

propriation for $2 million is also sought to con-
tinue the provision of financial assistance to

residents through the District Assistance

Committee programme. The $2 million is be-

ing sought to enable the committee to under-

take the further assistance requested by the
public, which exceeded the approved appro-
priation in the 2004/5 financial year.

Madam Speaker, this relates to applications
that the district committees had in hand by 31 May but
did not have the required funding to carry out all of
those applications. The purpose of the request is to
assist the district committees in dispensing with those
remaining obligations.

Applications for home repair and other needs
received from 1 June 2005 onwards are to be ad-
dressed by the Cayman Islands National Recovery
Fund so the district committees will essentially com-
plete the applications that they have received prior to
31 May, and from 1 June onwards the National Re-
covery Funds will deal with new or fresh applications
for assistance.

Equity Investments

Equity Investments represent an investment
by the Cabinet into a ministry, portfolio, statutory au-
thority or government company. Typically, these in-
vestments are used to fund the purchase or develop-
ment of capital assets or to assist in the funding of an
entity’s operating activities.

The Government is seeking approval to make
Equity Investments of up to $31.7 million during the
pre-appropriation period. Honourable Members will
find Equity Investments on page 9 of the Schedule.

In arriving at this figure of $31.7 million, the
Portfolio of Finance used a zero-based approach,
meaning that the 4/12 basis applied in arriving at the
Output Groups figure was not used in respect of Eg-
uity Investments. Each ministry, portfolio, statutory
authority and government company were asked to
justify their submitted requests.

The Equity Investments included in this Mo-
tion allow for the continuation of Government's sup-
port to the Health Services Authority and Cayman
Airways Limited at the same levels as those approved
in the 2004/5 Annual Plan and Estimates. For the pre-
appropriation period (July to October 2005) this same
level of funding means $3 million for Cayman Airways
and $3.1 million for the Health Services Authority.

Other major items included in the request for
Equity Investments are:

e EI 9 — Cayman lIslands National Insurance
Company Limited an amount of $2.3 million.
The company provides healthcare coverage
to Civil Servants, pensioners, prisoners and
indigents.

e EI 37 — Ministry of Education, Employment
Relations, Youth, Sports and Culture. An
amount of $9.5 million is sought in this pre-
appropriation period. Of this $9.5 million, $8.0
million is related to the construction of new
school assets as follows:
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Frank Sound High School $2.2 million
West Bay High School $1.0 million
John Gray High School
Redevelopment $1.5 million
George Town Primary
School Extension $1.0 million
Cayman Brac High School
Multi-purpose Hall $0.9 million
East End Primary School
Multi-purpose Hall $0.875 million
Extension to the George
Town Library $0.5 million

e EI 16 — Ministry of District Administration,
Planning, Agriculture and Housing, an amount
of $5.1 million. Of this amount the major items
are:

$1.3 million To fund the purchase of two
new aircraft for MRCU;

To fund the development of
new MRCU facilities;

For replacement and repair of
various fixed assets for the
Ministry’s Departments, Units
and Sections;

To allow for the continuation of
the Affordable Housing
Scheme on Cayman Brac;

For the construction of external
fire escapes at the Govern-
ment Administration Building.

$1.2 million

$1.0 million

$0.8 million

$0.5 million

e EI 11 - Portfolio of Internal and External Af-
fairs, an amount of $4.1 million. The major
items requiring an Equity Investment are:

$1.5 million Development of a new Na-
tional Archive facility;
$1.0 million New additional assets for the

Royal Cayman Islands Police
Service, such as vessels, ve-
hicles and surveillance equip-
ment.

e EIl 17 — Portfolio of Finance and Economics,
an amount of $1.2 million. This amount relates
to the fit-out of the new office accommoda-
tions for the General Registry at the Citrus
Grove Building.

Financing Expenses

Madam Speaker, the Government is seeking
$3.5 million to cover the expected financing expenses
associated with the servicing of Government Debt dur-
ing the July to October four-month period. Honourable
Members can find this request on page 10 of the
Schedule.

Other Executive Expenses

Appropriations requested in this category,
shown on page 10 of the Schedule, total $6.3 million.
The other Executive Expenses represent a continua-
tion of the existing Government policy regarding these
items. The most significant item included under this
caption is $4.0 million (of the $6.3 million) which re-
lates to OE 27 (Other Executive Expenses) Past Ser-
vice Pension Liability Payments. This relates to Gov-
ernment’s sustained efforts to reduce the accumulated
pension liability for current and past Civil Servants.

Executive Assets

Executive Assets are shown on page 11 of
the Schedule. This was one category that we in-
creased earlier on by an amendment to the initial Mo-
tion. Executive Assets are those assets not used in
the production of Outputs and, are held by the Cabi-
net.

The pre-appropriation Motion is seeking ap-
proval for the Government to spend up to $6.83 mil-
lion. The major items included in this pre-appropriation
category are: $1.0 million to complete the purchase of
a parcel of land for the Barkers National Park; $5.4
million for various road development projects includ-

ing:

Continuation of the Esterley Tibbetts $1.5 million
highway toward West Bay

Settlement of Gazetted Claims $1.0 million
Reconstruction of the Elgin Avenue and $0.7 million
Thomas Russell Way Round-About

Connector road from the Linford Pierson $0.5 million
Highway to the Esterley Tibbetts Highway

Various district Roads projects $1.7 million

Loans Made

This category captures those loans that the
Government proposes to make during the pre-
appropriation period. Honourable Members can find
these requests on page 11 of the Schedule. The re-
guested pre-appropriation amount for this category is
$0.6 million, the major item being $0.58 million for LM
4 — Overseas Medical Advances.

Borrowings

This appropriation category covers the
amount of borrowings that the Government could un-
dertake during the pre-appropriation period. Members
can refer to page 11 of the Schedule for this particular
item.

The Motion seeks approval to borrow up to
$47 million during the pre-appropriation period. This
$47 million represents the balance remaining to be
drawn-down on the CI$62 million loan approved in the
2004/5 financial year. Just this week the Treasury
would have drawn down $15 million of the initial $62
million loan that was approved for the 2004/5 year.
That would leave a remaining $47 million of that loan,
and the Motion seeks an appropriation for the Gov-
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ernment to borrow up to $47 million in the four-month
period from July to October.

Therefore, the amount of potential borrowings
sought for the period is entirely consistent with the
loan for the 2004/5 financial year that the Legislative
Assembly approved. When this $47 million is com-
bined with the $15 million that was drawn-down in
June 2005, the combined amount is $62 million which
is exactly equal to the approval granted by the Legis-
lative Assembly for the $62 million loan for the 2004/5
financial year.

If the Government wishes to borrow beyond
this $47 million, the House would have to approve that
additional amount. So, in conclusion on this section,
the Government is not going beyond the $62 million
loan that the House approved for the 2004/5 financial
year.

Funding

Madam Speaker, let me outline how the re-
guests in this Motion will be funded.

The appropriation categories of Output
Groups, Transfer Payments, Financing Expenses and
Other Executive Expenses, represent the Operating
Expenses of the Government. The pre-appropriation
amounts being requested for these categories total
$118.8 million (approximately).

Operating Revenues for the four-month period
are forecast to be approximately $109.2 million. This
particular figure was as a result of work that was done
by the revenue unit within the Portfolio of Finance and
Economics as being a realistic figure that would
equate to the revenue expected during the July to Oc-
tober 2005 period.

Government expects to have an opening bal-
ance on its Operating Bank Account on 1 July (the
start of the new financial year), of approximately $44
million. | answered a Parliamentary Question last
week that gave balances as at 10 May, and the $44
million that we are expecting on 1 July is certainly a
realistic figure.

When we add the forecast revenues of $109.2
million for the period with possible borrowings of $47
million and the forecast opening cash balance on 1
July of $44 million, we arrive at a total available bal-
ance of $200.2 million to fund executive financial
transactions during this four-month period.

Against this figure ($200.2 million) we would
subtract the following Cash Outflows:

-$118.8 million in Operating Expenses, con-

sisting of Output Groups, Transfer Payments,

Financing Expenses and Other Executive Ex-

penses;

-$31.7 million for Equity Investments;

-$ 6.8 million for Executive Assets; and

-$ 0.6 million for Loans Made.

These cash outflows total $157.9 million.

After making these subtractions from the
available funding of $200.2 million that | just men-
tioned, the expected balance on the Operating Bank

Account of Government at the end of October 2005, is
$42.3 million.

In addition to the Operating Bank Account the
Government has other bank accounts representing
other funds such as the General Reserves, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Fund, et cetera. Those bank ac-
counts and funds are subject to approval by the Legis-
lative Assembly and/or Finance Committee before
they can be used. At the 30 June 2005 we expect
such accounts to total approximately $56.7 million.

| want to keep it clear that the operating bank
account is quite separate from the other restricted ac-
counts and the Government would continue to have
both of those balances available.

Madam Speaker, | believe that Members may
comment upon the Finance Committee process as
opposed to the Legislative Assembly mode (that we
are now in) in considering this Motion. Comments may
come forward to the effect that a Finance Committee
mode would be more appropriate in consideration of
this particular Motion. My response to that would be
that there is certainly ample opportunity to answer
whatever questions that may arise on the Motion. We
have the chief financial officers from the ministries and
portfolios on hand to assist their Ministers and Official
Members in fielding questions that may arise.

Madam Speaker, the figures that are stated in
the Motion will actually be subsumed in the 2005/2006
Budget that the Government will bring to the House in
September of this year, obviously, as an Appropriation
Bill. Finance Committee will also have an opportunity
to examine the schedule items to that Bill. So there
will be an examination by Finance Committee of the
Government’s activities for this upcoming 2005/2006
financial year.

The legal specifics of section 12(1) of the
Public Management and Finance Law speak to a
resolution of the Legislative Assembly and, hence,
that is the reason why we are here asking the Legisla-
tive Assembly to approve the Government Motion and
to therefore resolve into granting approval for the
amounts requested by the Motion.

Madam Speaker, | move towards conclusion
by saying that this Motion is of critical importance to
the continued financial operation of the Government
and the Islands as a whole.

The Motion would allow Government to legiti-
mately continue its operations in the upcoming finan-
cial year 2005/6 and allow Government time to pre-
pare its more substantial budget for the entire year
and, this, of course, would be subject to scrutiny by
the Legislative Assembly and Finance Committee.

Madam Speaker, it is also important to note
that this type of request (the Government Motion) is
normally done following a General Election and it en-
ables a new incoming Government time to prepare a
more extensive Budget that reflects its policy objec-
tives.

| have demonstrated that 50 per cent of the
entire appropriations sought under this Motion is in
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respect of Output Groups, and that the foundation for
such a category was 4/12 of the initial pre-Hurricane
Ivan approved budget for the 2004/5 financial year.

| then went on to give an explanation (as pro-
vided by chief officers and chief financial officers) as
to the effect that the existence of Extraordinary Out-
puts meant that the amounts requested in this Motion
exceeded the target figure, but they were certainly
reasonable and understandable.

| also gave an account of the major compo-
nents of the other categories of appropriations sought
by this Motion. Such components are reasonable and,
| believe, understandable.

| have also shown that the Government is
able to fund the appropriations sought by this Motion.

Accordingly, 1 commend this Motion, as
amended, to all Honourable Members of the House
and ask that they give their support.

Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Before | call upon other Members to
speak, Honourable Third Official Member you have
given an undertaking that any questions that are
asked will be answered. | need to ensure that there is
sufficient staff available to record these questions that
in your reply these questions will be answered to
those persons asking the questions.
Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The approach that the Government Bench
wishes to adopt is that as far as possible individual
Ministers with their particular responsibility areas
would listen to the comments made and their officials
would assist them in making replies to those com-
ments made. That is how the Government Bench
proposes to go forward with the ensuing debate.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Third Official
Member.

Does any other Member wish to speak? The
Honourable Leader of the Opposition and First
Elected Member for the district of West Bay.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, the Mo-
tion before us, as amended, is very important in that it
is the first request for funds since the new administra-
tion has taken over; significant also because of the
vast amount of expenditure that is being requested in
this pre-appropriation budget of over $200 million for
four months. It is customary for a new government to
ask for funds if they cannot complete the budgetary
process in a timely manner.

Usually a new government would table a new
budget in the House three to four months after a gen-
eral election. | do not think | have seen it gone be-
yond that time period in over twenty years. Therefore,
as a reasonable Opposition, and because this is our

Island home and our people which we serve we will
support this process.

Even in recognition of the realities | cannot
help but to recall Opposition criticisms to requests
being made by our administration which was even
brought to fund emergency expenditures after one of
the most horrific natural disaster in our history. | recall
the words, “do not expect the Opposition to support a
$48 million request for emergency relief without
proper scrutiny by Finance Committee.” It was said
that such expenditure and the items being requested
should be examined in a transparent and good gov-
ernance manner in Finance Committee.

| told the people, during the election cam-
paign, that although the country had made tremen-
dous strides, tremendous progress after the hurri-
cane, that the country was not yet past the demon-
stration caused by Hurricane lvan, and that our peo-
ple throughout the Islands in every district had many
needs and that any new government would face tre-
mendous pressures—some just creeping up by the
effect caused by the burnings and so on.

As | said, we are going to be a reasonable
Opposition. We will not simply oppose just to hear
ourselves talk or for the sake of opposition.

The Government today, when they were in
the Opposition, said that the expenditure was un-
democratic and did not accord to the principles of
transparency and good governance.

While | said that | would be reasonable and
that this Opposition Bench would be reasonable Op-
position, it would be remiss of me not to point out that
what the Government is now doing is exactly what
they opposed during the time of emergency.

Some people will describe this as hypocrisy,
but I will simply leave it for another time and another
day. The Government of the day campaigned on a
platform that they would be transparent and open. To
be fair to them, | believe that they are trying in some
instances to do that. They get a little lost on the way
but they will find themselves on the track of the
Westminster form of Government and understand that
a government is a government and that you have to
do things when it is needed to be done.

We support open and transparent. These,
perhaps are some of the reasons why | am somewhat
troubled by the manner in which the Government has
brought the current expenditure of $200 million to this
Honourable House for approval. In my opinion,
Madam Speaker, a budget of this magnitude—due to
the importance of the expenditures—should be in Fi-
nance Committee.

Finance Committee was created to provide
the country with a fair democratic and transparent
process for the review and approval of Government
appropriations—particularly one of $200 million. | re-
call that the expenditure after the General Elections of
2001 was not nearly this kind of expenditure.

Madam Speaker, emergency expenditures
still exists. | note that the Government has made an
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amendment in that they left out a huge area in the
Ministry of Communications—I think over $7 million.
In going through the heads of expenditure in the Mo-
tion, Madam Speaker, | see there is no expenditure
for the Fire Service. If you examine the 2004/2005
Budget, you would find that one-third (if they are go-
ing by those figures) should have been about $2 mil-
lion. Perhaps that is one of the questions | can get an
answer to. As | said, that is according to last year’s
Budget.

We have checked the Ministry of Tourism'’s
Budget, where it was before, and Internal and Exter-
nal Affairs when it would be in July when the appro-
priation takes effect. | do not think it is there, but
maybe | can find out from the Honourable Financial
Secretary since the Minister responsible for Tourism
is not here, good excuse—

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition, |
did make apologies on Monday for that Honourable
Minister that he would be absent on Monday and to-
day on official business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: What, Madam Speaker?

The Speaker: | am just saying that we did have
apologies for him not being here.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | was not talking about
apologies, but it is good to hear that he is off travelling
and doing his duties. That is what a Minister needs to
do—particularly a Minister of Tourism. | thank you.

Madam Speaker, | must ask the same ques-
tions about payment to seamen and other veterans
that should be about $1.6 million for one-third of the
year (the period this Motion seeks to appropriate). |
would like to also ask about poor relief vouchers. This
is not included and is in the region of over $400,000. |
would ask also about the 911 emergency for
$300,000 according . . . and these figures we are talk-
ing about proportionately . . . that $300,000 is not
there.

As | said those figures seem to be absent
from this appropriation. | do not know if they are
there. | do not see them. | do not know whether there
is an interest to do so, or whether it is going to be car-
ried on, struck out, or what the situation is. But per-
haps there is a good explanation. Maybe | just com-
pletely missed it in the papers before me.

There are some other smaller areas that we
believe . . . but perhaps somebody else will take that
up.

Madam Speaker, good governance is nor-
mally accompanied by programmes which instil confi-
dence, offer incentives for the generation of revenues
to sustain economic viability. The Minister responsible
for Commerce appears to be encouraging inward in-
vestments and diversification of our economy by clos-
ing the Investment Bureaus in countries which are
recognised as having the greatest balance of pay-

ments and trade surpluses, and who have demon-
strated a growing ability and interest to invest heavily
in Latin America and the Caribbean Region.

China is recognised throughout the world as
one of the fastest growing economies in the world. It
is estimated that by the year 2020 it will be one of the
largest economies in the world. Unfortunately, the
administration and its Minister responsible for invest-
ment and commerce seems to disregard this fact and
fails to understand that it would take a number of
years to develop a relationship through an investment
bureau which would encourage the diversification of
our economic base.

The Asian Region is considered to be one of
the most lucrative sources for tourism and interna-
tional investments. Our administration was not going
after tourism per se immediately, but study was done;
meetings were held with the wider private sector by
Government, not simply four large law firms—the big
four in the country. Discussions [were had] about the
possibility and the viability of a Bureau in the Asian
region.

Obviously the Minster does not regard this as
important and history will speak about it. It will show
that our people will pay dearly for that mistake. The
Investment Bureau was established not mainly for the
purpose of representing the financial industry, which
had the foresight to establish themselves—each one
jealously and individually in that Region many years
ago so as to take advantage of its benefits for them-
selves. Maples and Calder, Hunter and Appleby or
whatever the name is, are not going there for the
small ones or for the small anybody—they are going
there for themselves! | could go on and on and what a
good subject to really expound on. But | will be a rea-
sonable Opposition.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | am encouraged by my
good friend, the Minister of Education to go on. No! |
know he has plenty work to do and | want him to get
out there. | am willing to get him out of here as fast as
possible because he has tremendous work.

Oh no, he has plenty of other work to do.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Can | have some protec-
tion, Madam Speaker?

Thank you.

You only have to look and they shut up!

[laughter].

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, the Bu-
reau . ..

[Addressing an honourable Member] Don't
tempt me, okay?
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The Speaker: Please stop the crosstalk so that the
Honourable Member can get on with debate.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, | am sick of hearing about people fixing.
They come fix me!

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition, |
have just asked to stop the crosstalk so this refers to
both side of the House.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: But you see, | heard. |
heard.

The Speaker: Okay. So would you please continue
with your debate?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: As they say, if they want to
speak they will have that opportunity. | think | am be-
ing fair.

The bureau in the Far East was established
mainly to encourage inward investment in areas other
than those in the financial services sector so that a
wider cross-section of our population would have an
opportunity to enjoy a similar standard of living by
increased business opportunity to that enjoyed by
those who participate in our financial industry.

Madam Speaker, this error—that is what it is—
has been further compounded by his policy an-
nouncement not to proceed with the Investment Bu-
reau in Dubai. Dubai is now recognised as a country
which will become a leading financial centre in the
world; an area from which significant foreign invest-
ment will emanate, not only in the financial industry.
And for the Cayman Islands to be unrepresented in
these two important Regions, will place the country
and our people in a significant disadvantage in en-
couraging and attracting inward investment to diver-
sify our economy.

This short-sighted policy leaves great doubt in
my mind as to what may arise as further economic
policy essential to meet the expenditure which we
need and seem all too willing to make.

Good governance encompasses many
things. One of the most important being the ability to
plan for the future, recognise economic trends, and
position our country to take advantage of capital in-
flows by laying the necessary groundwork and having
a friendly climate for investment. There are many na-
tions in the world, including many in the Caribbean—
our competitors—who are positioning themselves to
build relationships in these areas in order to encour-
age and attract this type of beneficial investment.

It seems the administration is shutting out the
possibilities, and distancing themselves from those
important Regions. | hear the Chamber of Commerce,
which say it should come through them. Some people
believe that everything must come through them. If
we left them alone they would be over there and

those over there would be somewhere else, but they
will find that out all too soon.

The Chamber of Commerce does not run the
country. And | am not going to carry on because |
have no big problem with them. They played their role
and | know what that was.

Madam Speaker, our financial industry—now
a world leader that provides numerous benefits to our
people and country—was developed through good
planning and long term foresight. However, while the
Minister with responsibility for Commerce was busy
closing investment bureau possibilities in Dubai—
which, by the way, is the richest oil producing region
in the world—the Leader of Government Business is
trying his endeavour best, | believe, to encourage the
oil transhipment business to stimulate the Cayman
Brac economy, which, by the way, we support. | wrote
to the people to that extent before the General Elec-
tions.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of the Opposition
is this a good time to take the luncheon break?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | will
probably be a maximum of about ten minutes.

The Speaker: Please continue.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, the
Budget process was started before the Elections . . .
Before | get there, we as a Government (before the
change of Government) decided to support Cayman
General Insurance Company after the hurricane by
reducing the Government's insurance claim by $20
million for an equity stake in the company. That was
after we were told that we could lose our claim at the
time if we did not step in.

Our decision was based on our objective to
instil confidence and protect the savings and thou-
sands of jobs for Caymanians, and insurance claims
for thousands of Caymanians in both Cayman Na-
tional Cooperation and Cayman General Insurance
Company.

We made a decision to help the people of the
Cayman Islands, and | believe it was one of the best
decisions that our administration made to ensure
Cayman General and its parent company Cayman
National Cooperation were able to remain viable
businesses in these Islands. Cayman National Coop-
eration has been a long-standing successful business
entity in the Islands and we thought it best to take that
route. If we took the claim and did not try to support it,
we were told it would go down.

| want to say that | know a lot of slanderous
statements were made by one whose name | would
not even mention in the hallowed halls of this Parlia-
ment at this time (perhaps at another time). | was not
ensured personally by Cayman General, | have been
insured for years and years with Cayman Insurance
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Centre; therefore, my house was insured by Dyoll
Insurance Company, and | lost my claim.

Thank God | did not have tremendous dam-
age. | had a claim of $30,000. | was told that was the
payout, but it was over that. Thank God there was no
major damage to my home—thank God there were
over sixty people there during the course of that hurri-
cane! So | had no self interest whatsoever in going to
assist other than to get Government in a good posi-
tion.

We decided it was better to take what they
were offering because if we did not, perhaps if they
went down we might have gotten a quarter or half of
what our claim would have been. So we decided that
we would take that. And we decided that the other
$20 million . . . while we believed that the value might
not have been up to the $20 million it was still better
for us to take an interest there—not that Government
wanted to have business in business in the private
sector. But it was better to go that way and to help
save them, and that perhaps a couple of years down
the road we could then sell the shares and whether
they would be worth $20 million or whether it would
be less, perhaps we would still get something back.
But at that time we were not going to get the $20 mil-
lion. What we were being offered was the fifty. We
said no we wanted something else and that is when
we decided to take shares as well. Not $20 million in
value but, perhaps one day, it might be $14 or $10
million. It was better than throwing away that at the
time. So we put our best foot forward to assist them.

| thought personally, and | know that Official
Members and others, and my colleague, the Member
from Cayman Brac, thought that the potential nega-
tive impact of the Government not helping Cayman
National Cooperation could be tremendous if employ-
ees were terminated due to the failure of any of its
operating entities, including Cayman General. | think
we all need to be clear about what is being said and
what is being done and we need to be cognisant of
these issues instead of making decisions based on
something else.

| wish to ask the Government to explain why
they have decided, if they have as | understand, to
place Government’'s entire insurance policy through
Willis—which is not a local company—for a pre-
mium—

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: [addressing an honourable
Member] Sorry?

How much are you going to say? You think it
was me that [did] it?

The Speaker: Stop the cross talk!
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: —for $6.5 million instead of

using Cayman General which would have charged, |
understand, only $6.15 million and we would have

saved over $350,000 annually. That is what | am told
by the Company, and | am asking the Financial Sec-
retary to explain if these are the facts or not. This is
what | was told.

Madam Speaker, | understand about Willis
that they are using the same company for reinsurance
acting as a broker that Cayman General would use.

They say that | should go on the Web if | want
information. The staff have been told not to talk to me.
Well, we shall wait and see, but we cannot be trans-
parent like that because the Web can give information
but it is only what is put there and you cannot dig
deeper and find anything outside of what is put there.

Madam Speaker, the Budget process, as |
understand it, was started before the elections. There
are changes as expected, because a new Govern-
ment would do that. But | am satisfied in most part
with the Motion before us. Again | do wish that there
had been an opportunity to scrutinise the various
heads by line items in Finance Committee since it is
such a large expenditure. They say [there will be]
ample opportunity to ask questions, but a debate is a
different form of examination than when we sit down
in Finance Committee with expenditure of over $200
million.

Madam Speaker, | wish the Government well
in its work.

The Speaker: Proceedings will be suspended until
2.15 pm

Proceedings suspended at 12.17 pm
Proceedings resumed at 2.15 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated Proceedings are re-
sumed.

Debate on Government Motion No. 01/05, as
amended continues. Does any other Member wish to
speak?

| recognise the Second Elected Member for
the district of West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| rise to offer a few comments on Government
Motion No. 01/05 the pre-appropriation of just over
$200 million that would provide the ability for the
country to continue to run for the first four months of
this fiscal year.

We do have a new administration, and it is
understandable that time would be required to allow
them to settle in and turn their minds to how it is they
are going to go about prioritising the many needs of
these Islands. Equally important, is how it is they are
going to go about funding those priorities.

Madam Speaker, it would be remiss of me if |
did not voice my concern for not going the route of
Finance Committee. | know the Honourable Third Of-
ficial Member said that during our debate there would
be opportunity for questions to be asked, however
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that is just not quite the same because Finance
Committee is the most important tool this House has
for scrutinising Government'’s financial affairs before-
hand.

Asking questions during a debate does not
guarantee any of us that we are going to get an an-
swer or if we get an answer whether the answer is
going to be satisfactory; or, indeed, there would be no
ability for follow-up or supplementary questions. And
so it is, | believe, a large amount of funding to be ap-
proved without having the ability to go into Finance
Committee and carry out our functions there, which is
detailed scrutiny of the requests before us.

Also, by the time the final Budget comes to
this House, debate on the Budget Address is com-
pleted, and we do get to Finance Committee at that
stage, there is a good chance that close to one-third
of a year's operating expenditure will have been
spent. So, at that point we would be in pretty much of
a “rubber stamping” exercise for a substantial amount
of money.

Be that as it may, as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has stated, it is our intention to support this pre-
appropriation request. We believe that it is important
fundamentally that the Government is given every
opportunity to get its work started. We know that in a
few short days the new ministries will be in place and
each of the Ministers will be within what is going to be
their respective responsibilities for the duration of this
term.

| do believe that given the magnitude of the
fund request before us and the fact that we are not
going to Finance Committee, that it would have been
helpful if this House and indeed the entire country
were given a bit more financial information. As it
stands, we have not been provided any projected fi-
nancial statements.

We do not currently have before us any in-
formation that will tell us where the country will be,
what the balance sheet is going to look like, indeed
we do not have information in front of us in regards to
whether or not there is an operating surplus or deficit
proposed during this pre-appropriation phase. | think
that is very important because in a few short weeks
when the Government comes to bring its final Budget
it will have already started to spend and have commit-
ted to spend substantial sums of money.

| acknowledge that the Honourable Third Of-
ficial Member did give a cash-flow projection in broad
terms in regard to where the operating bank account
is projected to be after this pre-appropriation; but, at
best, this was a very rudimentary piece of information
to be before this House.

It is encouraging that of the information that
has been given thus far it would appear to me that the
new administration does find Government’s finances
in a sound and strong position. The cash position cer-
tainly seems to allow them the possibility to do much
work without having to borrow even more money than
is proposed in this pre-appropriation [Motion] and all

of these funds will not have to be drawn down upon,
that is this Central Bank request of some $47 million.

Another piece of information that | thought
would have been useful was whether or not the Gov-
ernment is intending to utilise any of the segregated
or restricted funds. There is a sum included in this
pre-appropriation for ash removal. | would think that a
legitimate request could be made to have those mon-
ies covered by the environmental protection fund. So
as | said a little earlier, two of the Ministers have
made reference of what the current status of that ac-
count is and that drives my point home even more
succinctly because if we had that information in front
of us | would not have made the comment in the first
place. So | am debating at a grave disadvantage by
not having access to that information.

So | believe now that the high of the Cam-
paign and the wind is wearing off that my good friend,
the Minister of Education needs to remember one of
his favourite phrases and that is “Government and the
Sunshine.” | must tell him that there are long shadows
being cast today because he is telling me one thing
but I do not have information in front of me and if the
information was in front of me perhaps my conclu-
sions drawn would have been completely different.

For the duration of my contribution there are
a few of the items that | would like to ask some spe-
cific questions on and make some observations.

CBO 4 - debris removal, we see that this is a
continuation of the clean-up process. There have
been a lot of questions raised in that regard over the
last few weeks. In fact, on the heels of the Election |
got quite a few calls in regard to what the status of the
work crews are. It would be of interest to know
whether this $2.5 million that is being sought is going
to go to a specific contract, or whether there is going
to just be an ad hoc work group system that will deal
with the specific pockets of areas that need further
clean up.

| think it is fair to say that across the Island as
a whole, the majority of the bulk clean up has taken
place. In that vein there is a legitimate question that
has been raised in our district. Many people are still
rebuilding, a lot of investors are building and so there
is a lot of activity in the construction sector. Certainly
the latest information | have available to me is that
there continue to be some issues at the Dump, in
specific, issues surrounding persons’ ability to bring
their debris as they build and rebuild. | think a very
important question that needs to be addressed is the
whole issue of where people will be able to take their
materials especially those who are continuing to re-
build their lives.

Madam Speaker, thus far, the Honourable
Third Official Member is the only Member from the
Government Bench who has spoken. He, as is cus-
tomary, has given a much more technical contribu-
tion, speaking of the numbers that are before us.
However, as we look at those numbers recognising
that they are representing one-third of a year and
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when annualise some of those figures . . . and | did
follow quite closely the areas he told us that there
was not that approach taken. If we look at IEA 16-21
there seems to be a shift in reallocating resources
away from the investigation of reported and detected
crimes and more resources allocated toward patrols,
and there seems to be heightened incident responses
certainly from the funding.

| remember during a prior Finance Committee
one of the explanations that was given when we had
reallocations of that sort was the fact that costing and
cost allocations by output group is a continuing proc-
ess. Of course, we are in the early stages of that and
so some of those reallocations were due to more ac-
curate information coming from the respective de-
partment (and in this case the Police Department) to
the Budget Unit. | am not 100 per cent sure whether
or not that is what holds or whether there is a shift
away from investigation of reported and detected
crimes and more funding and resources being made
toward patrols and heightened incident response.

I might add that if, indeed, there is a shift in
that focus that | can personally say that | would sup-
port that. It would speak to a policy that goes more
toward prevention versus cure, and | think that that is
something that the community would support. | think it
has worked well in other places, which when they
have taken a step back and looked at their police and
policing techniques have seen that a stronger pres-
ence does at the end of the day actually deter crime
in the first instance. So, naturally, you would have to
spend less resources on investigating crime if it is
deterred.

One request that we continue to get more
and more of is the request for additional street lighting
and clearing of vacant lots in certain areas. | believe
that the Government needs to ensure that those re-
guests are met with favour and are acted upon swiftly.
| got one just this week which | intend to be passing
on to the NRA and to the Minister responsible by way
of copy because, not only has it come from a resi-
dent, but in speaking to a police officer he assured
me that there was a great need to have additional
lighting in that area and to have some cleaning done
in that area because there was a feeling that not only
is it a high crime area but it also has been an area
where drugs and firearms have been hid in recent
times.

We also see in IAE 25 that there is funding
proposed in the area of disaster recovery. Madam
Speaker, we know that the hurricane season is upon
us. | wonder whether or not the funding is reasonable.
If you annualise that number of $1.7 million and come
up with some $5.2 million, is that going to be the
amount that the Government foresees spending in
that area? Or, is it weighted more heavily in these
next four months because this is the hurricane sea-
son? | have great confidence that the Government
does recognise that hurricanes are not the only natu-
ral disasters and, even though this title says natural

disaster preparedness, | am sure it is also the funds
that are being voted to cover any manmade disasters
that could potentially also occur.

Madam Speaker, NGS 21, which deals with
the Farmers Market, did catch me by surprise. | am
not sure what the status of the Farmers Market is,
whether it is up and running or what. | do not think it
is. Perhaps this amount is to pay off some final bills
and debt that the Market may have incurred; | am not
100 per cent sure.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | think you said
NGS 31, butitis NGS 21.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: NGS 21, right.

Now, Madam Speaker, one item that does
stand out is CWI 1—provision of policy advice, about
$20,000. However, in the prior year some $1.7 million
was appropriated for policy advice. When we look at
all the other ministries we see that in the Ministry of
Education $694,000 is being sought now (which
would equate to $2.1 million annualised); if we look at
the Ministry of Tourism, $541,000 (which would
equate to $1.6 million annualised); Ministry of Health
$545,000 (which, again, would equate to about $1.6
million annualised); and the Ministry of District Ad-
ministration, Planning, Agriculture and Housing
$610,000 is being sought now (which would equate to
about $1.8 million annualised). Madam Speaker, with
everything that is going to be happening in that Minis-
try especially when we look at the CUC negotiations,
when we look at the complex area of telecoms . . .
and it was recently announced in the press that
Digicel has agreed, in principle, to buy out the Cingu-
lar business in the Caribbean; when we look at the
fact that much work needs to be done in regard to the
George Town Dump, all of us would agree that is an
area that has to be on the top of the priority list; the
road network expansion . . . | just find it difficult to be-
lieve that in that Ministry the amount of $6,000 over
these next few months would be adequate for four
months.

Madam Speaker, | understand that there is
an amendment being circulated since | rose to make
my contribution. In looking at the numbers | think it
would come up to some $600,000 plus annualised
based on these figures. However, | think it is still a bit
low for a Ministry that is going to be involved in some
very complex areas, that is, the energy sector, the
telecom sector and dealing with waste management.

Madam Speaker, in looking briefly at what is
going to be the Ministry of Education, Employment
Relations, Youth, Sports and Culture, we see a num-
ber of areas where when the figures are annualised,
there would be an increase—in particular EHC 17,
which is sports, youth coaching and training activities;
NGS 18, which is youth after school and other youth
related programmes and NGS 44, which is the provi-
sion of sporting programmes. | can also say that in-
creased spending in those areas is something that we
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do support and | think the community will also sup-
port.

However, Madam Speaker, one of the most
vexing issues that this country currently faces is the
whole issue of labour. | am not talking so much about
provisions in Labour Laws. | am speaking more about
the issue of Caymanians and their employment pros-
pects. | think it is fair comment to say that a short time
ago if a Caymanian, for whatever reason, changed
jobs today, by Monday morning they would have been
working somewhere else. But those good old days
have long passed.

Just yesterday | got a call from a constituent.
This lady worked 18 years for one employer in the
hospitality industry. Her employer was adversely af-
fected by Hurricane Ivan and the property still re-
mains closed. That lady would have proven beyond
the shadow of a doubt her reliability, work ethics et
cetera, because no employer would have kept on
staff someone for eighteen years if they were not a
good reliable employee. | believe that this is an area
that needs addressing because, at the end of the day,
people still have mortgages to pay and children to
feed and clothe. It has been an area that has been
challenging for many years and has spanned many
political directorates.

| note that when annualised, the funding pro-
posed for the Audit Office is slightly lower than the
prior year’'s budget. Again, | am not 100 per cent sure
whether or not this might be a case of how the spend-
ing is going to take place in these first four months
versus the latter eight months of the fiscal year, but
given everything that has been said in this Honour-
able House since | have been here about the Audit
Office and strengthening the Audit Office, 1 would
have thought that this was simply a case of them
budgeting what is realistic for them to spend in the
first four months and not necessarily a trend that we
would see hold over.

Madam Speaker, the only other point that |
wish to ask a question on is NGS 2 which is in the
judiciary and deals with legal aid services. The num-
ber that is proposed in this pre-appropriation when
annualised would double the prior year Budget. |
know that too has been an issue of much debate in
this House but | wonder if there are any issues com-
ing up in terms of court cases that the Government
feels is going to require additional resources, or
whether or not this is simply a case of bringing it in
line with what it needs to be. If that is the case | think
we all would quickly agree that that is an area that is
important because access to proper representation is
of critical importance when it comes to having a true
and fair justice system.

Madam Speaker, on the break we were told,
and shown in one instance, where some of the ex-
penditures that we observed in the prior year's Ap-
propriation Bill and Budget in one instance was simply
not shown on the Schedule that is attached to this
Motion, and that is the case of the Transfer Payments

that cover seamen and veterans, poor relief vouchers
and the young people’s programme and poor relief
policy. The total in that section does incorporate one
third of the prior year approved amount. | also under-
stand that someone is going to show us where the
emergency fire services (some $5.9 million) and the
funding for 911 is continued in this pre-appropriation. |
think it got changed and shifted around as these ser-
vices were moved from the Ministry of Tourism to the
Portfolio of Internal and External Affairs.

Madam Speaker, all in all | believe, as the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition said in his con-
tribution, that the Government must be given the op-
portunity to get their work started. They need funding
and it is not unusual to have amounts appropriated in
this fashion following a General Election. So | give
and offer my support to the Motion.

| felt compelled to put on record those con-
cerns | had in the process and, in certain instances,
the lack of clarity and lack of information that | think
should have been forthcoming that would have made
all of our lives a lot easier and would have made de-
bate on this Motion a lot easier. So with those few
words | now resume my seat and anxiously await the
explanations to the issues that | have raised in my
contribution.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Amendment No. 2
to Government Motion No. 1/05, as amended

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. In accordance with the provision of Standing
Order 25(2) | seek leave to move an amendment to
the already amended Government Motion No. 10/05.

The Speaker: | so authorise, Honourable Third Offi-
cial Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, notice
of amendment No. 2 to Government Motion No. 01/05
as already amended reads as follows:
"(1) By deleting ‘Cl$205,004,171" as it appears
in the resolve section and substituting
therefor CI$205,499,744;

"(2) By deleting from the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Output Group name —
a. CWI 7 — Monitoring the Construc-
tion and Upgrading of Parks:
$30,102
b. CWI 1-Provision of Policy Advice:
$6,603

"(3) By inserting unto the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Output Group name -
a. CWI 12 — Ministerial Support:
$159,683
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b. CWI 13 — Advice and Governance
of Boards and Statutory Authori-
ties: $106,456

c. CWI 7 — Monitoring the Construc-
tion and Upgrading of Parks, Pub-
lic Beaches and Roads: $53,228

d. CWI 1-Provision of Policy Advice:
$212,911

"(4) By inserting unto the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Transfer Payments

Category:
a. TP 2 - Poor Relief Vouchers:
$120,000

b. TP 3-Temporary Poor Relief Pay-
ments for YPP Students: $16,000

c. TP 4 -Youth Aftercare Payments:
$16,000

d. TP 5-Emergency Relief Pay-
ments: $6,667

e. TP 8 — Ex-Gratia Benefit Payments
to Seamen: $912,000

f. TP 9 — Benefit Payments to Ex-
Servicemen: $633,333.”

The Speaker: The amendment has been duly moved
and is open for debate; does any Member wish to
speak?

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. We have no problem with the Motion as
such, just the amendment before the House.

Just to draw attention to the questions that |
asked in regard to certain expenditure that was not
showing up in certain heads. | understand that funds
are included the same way these funds were in-
cluded—not included by head, but included in the Mo-
tion.

The question | do want to ask is whether un-
der the rules of expenditure while the funds were in-
cluded in the present Motion whether the money
could be expended or whether it could be spent be-
cause there would have been no vote, no head ap-
proved by the Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? If no other Member wishes to speak | invite
the Honourable Third Official Member to exercise his
right of reply.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition was just making
reference to items which are essentially dealt with by
the fourth section of the second amendment to the
Government Motion.

Out of an abundance of caution we have
raised the notice of amendment to include specifically
and explicitly the various transfer payments that were

unfortunately not explicitly included on the face of the
Schedule to the Motion on page 9.

The TP 2 through TP 9 should have been in-
cluded and shown separately on the face of the
Schedule on page 9 in the section dealing with Trans-
fer Payments. They were not. The effect of this
amendment would be to show those explicitly on the
face of the Schedule. | have amended Schedules that
would go to the Motion that would show the effects
and impacts and changes that are proposed by this
notice of amendment.

The particular items that the Leader of the
Opposition just spoke to, although not explicitly
shown on the face of the Schedule, they were in-
cluded as a part of the total for that particular transfer
payment category. The total is $8,930,067. That fig-
ure would remain unchanged even though we are
seeking to have these transfer payments shown ex-
plicitly on the face of the schedule. So the overall total
would not change and to specifically answer question
of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, we have
decided to make this notice of amendment to make it
abundantly clear that we are seeking appropriations
explicitly for these specific items so that the Govern-
ment can legitimately make the payments to the vari-
ous transfer payments that the notice of amendment
No. 02 details to the Honourable House.

If I may just go on a bit more, in section No. 2
of the amendment notice, CWI 1 — provision of policy
advice, we are seeking to delete that from the Sched-
ule; and in section 3 of the notice of amendment, the
very last Item CWI 1 — the provision of policy advice
$212,911, we are simply trying to make it explicitly
clear that the $6,603 that the Second Elected Mem-
ber from West Bay mentioned as being inadequate,
we are deleting that amount and in its place under the
third section in the notice we are including a much
higher figure, $212,911 in its place.

Also in section 2 of the notice, the very first
item CWI 7 monitoring of construction and upgrading
of parks, shown as $30,102, we are proposing to de-
lete that particular amount and in the next section,
section 3, we reintroduce CWI 7 with a slightly wider
caption (“monitoring the construction and upgrading
of parks”) which was the same caption as before but
we go on to add to that the wording “public beaches
and roads” and to then, as a result of that, propose to
increase the amount to $53,228. So the change be-
tween the two sections is an additional $23,126.

Those are my comments on the notice of
amendment No. 02 to the Government Motion that
was previously amended.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The question is that Government Mo-
tion No. 01/05 as amended, be amended:
"(1) By deleting ‘CI$205,004,171" as it appears
in the resolve section and substituting
therefor CI$205,499,744;
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"(2) By deleting from the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Output Group name —
a. CWI 7 — Monitoring the Construc-
tion and Upgrading of Parks:
$30,102
b. CWI 1 - Provision of Policy Advice:
$6,603

"(3) By inserting unto the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Output Group name -
a. CWI 12 — Ministerial Support:
$159,683
b. CWI 13 — Advice and Governance
of Boards and Statutory Authori-
ties: $106,456
c. CWI 7 — Monitoring the Construc-
tion and Upgrading of Parks, Pub-
lic Beaches and Roads: $53,228
d. CWI 1-Provision of Policy Advice:
$212,911

"(4) By inserting unto the Schedule the follow-
ing items under the Transfer Payments

Category:
a. TP 2 - Poor Relief Vouchers:
$120,000

b. TP 3-Temporary Poor Relief Pay-
ments for YPP Students: $16,000

c. TP 4 -Youth Aftercare Payments:
$16,000

d. TP 5-Emergency Relief Pay-
ments: $6,667

e. TP 8 — Ex-Gratia Benefit Payments
to Seamen: $912,000

f. TP 9 —Benefit Payments to Ex-
Servicemen: $633,333.”

All those in favour please say Aye. those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. The amendment to
Government Motion No. 1/05, as amended, has been
passed.

Agreed. Amendment No. 2 to Government Motion
No. 1/05 as amended passed.

The Speaker: | will now invite the Honourable Third
Official Member to speak to the twice amended Mo-
tion.

He spoke to the amendment to it. | am invit-
ing him, if he cares to, to speak to the twice amended
Motion. He can use that if he wants to; if not, he can
say he does not care to and we can move on to the
debate.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, | do
not have any additional comments to make at this

time. Just to clarify that you are not asking me to wind
up on the substantive Motion.

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member, if it
was my intention to ask for the winding up | would
have asked for it. | am asking if you care to contribute
to the debate on the twice amended Motion.

| gather from your comments you do not so |
will now ask if any other Member wishes to speak to
the twice amended Motion.

Does any other Member wish to speak?

If no other Member wishes to speak | will call
on the Honourable Third Official Member to use his
right of reply.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, for the opportunity to make some closing
remarks. | believe | am being truthful and fair in say-
ing that . . .

Madam Speaker, with your indulgence, a few
seconds please.

The Speaker: Of course.
[pause]

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Madam Speaker, thank
you for your patience. | was conferring with the Hon-
ourable Leader of Government Business.

| was saying that | believe | can honestly say
that the entire House is pleased with the level of ma-
turity shown in the House today. The Honourable Op-
position has said that they will act in a responsible
manner and we, on the Government side, appreciate
and acknowledge that promise.

There were several points raised by Honour-
able Members of the Opposition and | will attempt to
deal with some of them as best as | can recall from
my notes.

In connection with the comments made in
respect of why a Finance Committee process was not
invoked to deal with this particular Motion, | have said
that the specifics of the Public Management and Fi-
nance Law require that the resolution actually be
dealt with by the Legislative Assembly and not by Fi-
nance Committee itself. Those are the legal specifics.

In trying to outline to the House that the pre-
appropriation Motion is a reasonable Motion, | made
the point that at least 50 per cent of the appropria-
tions sought under the Motion was in respect of out-
put groups. | went on to further say that of this par-
ticular 50 per cent grouping of the entire request that
that had a foundation of the 2004/05 Budget. So con-
siderable debate has already taken place on the
2004/05 Budget and, therefore, if we are starting from
that basis and using that then to construct figures in
the pre-appropriation Motion sought by the Govern-
ment, then that is a useful starting point and certainly
a lot of debate has gone into those initial numbers.
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The Honourable Second Elected Member for
West Bay spoke of his wish for a greater amount of
financial information. | have outlined, as best as | can,
the cash position that the Government would face as
at the end of the four month appropriation period be-
ing sought. | outlined the revenue that we expect to
receive over that period. | outlined details of the ex-
penses that we expect to incur during that period and
therefore the resulting cash position.

The Second Elected Member from West Bay
also wondered whether the restricted fund, such as
the Environmental Protection Fund, would be used to
cover some of the expenditures being sought by this
pre-appropriation Motion. The intention is, yes, that
some of the monies in the Environmental Protection
Fund will be used to help to help defray some of the
costs currently borne by our operating bank account
balances. That will require a separate visit to Finance
Committee to seek approval for the transfer of funds
from the Environmental Protection Fund into the Op-
erating Bank Account to cover such matters related to
hurricane items as the Resolution to Finance Commit-
tee will provide.

The question was also raised in respect to
Government’s insurance and the status of that matter.
| can say that the use of the Government’s insurance
brokers (Willis) was approved by the Central Tenders
Committee process, and therefore involved Willis
competing with other parties who wished to become
Government's insurance brokers and the recommen-
dation to choose Willis as Government’s brokers was
sent to Cabinet in the early part of 2004 and Cabinet
approved that recommendation to appoint Willis as
the Government'’s brokers.

| can say that it is precisely a normal role of
an insurance broker to assist its client (in this case
the Government) to help place its insurance policy
and that is the strategy that the Government has been
employing. As regards to the specific insurance com-
pany mentioned, the truthful position is that all local
insurance companies have been asked to indicate
their interest in insuring a portion of Government’s
property risk.

Madam Speaker, there were comments made
by the Honourable Leader of the Opposition in re-
spect of the closure of the Cayman Islands Invest-
ment Bureau Office in Hong Kong. | would like to
make a few remarks on that area.

Justifying the choice of Hong Kong for the In-
vestment Bureau Office was based on the fact that
this region has invested in other countries within Latin
America Caribbean does not correspond to what is
best for the Cayman Islands. The focus must be on
sustainable economic development and the identifica-
tion of the types of foreign businesses that best con-
tribute to the economy of the Cayman Islands. While
China may be an important source of foreign invest-
ment flows in fifteen years time, currently they are
one of the largest destinations of foreign investment
flows. Cayman cannot compete away such flows

which are largely based on the low cost nature of the
region.

In other words, Cayman must play to its
strengths when pursuing foreign investors. Trying to
sell Cayman to foreign businesses that have already
committed to investing in another jurisdiction when
the reason for their investments do not exist in the
Cayman Islands is impractical.

Madam Speaker, the short-run costs of the
Hong Kong Office are excessive amounting to almost
10 per cent of the Cayman Islands Investment Bu-
reau’s overall Budget. This is not cost effective, espe-
cially considering that there was no clear policy direc-
tion for generating inward investment from the
Asia/Pacific region.

Further, the closure of the physical office in
Hong Kong does not mean that the region is being
abandoned. The Investment Bureau Office is main-
taining the company registration which would facilitate
proper re-entry if it is determined that that is the ap-
propriate long-run course of action.

In order to determine an appropriate course
of action for generating inward investment the In-
vestment Bureau strategy clearly outlines the impor-
tance of consultation with a wide cross-section of the
private sector. Only with such consultation can the
location for satellite offices be justified. The result of
this consultation will be the preparation of an investor
targeting strategy. This strategy will clearly specify the
types of foreign businesses that are best suited for
the Cayman Islands, the countries where these busi-
nesses can be found, the decision-makers in these
businesses that the Cayman Islands Bureau should
contact and, therefore, where the Cayman Islands
Bureau Offices should be located in order to effec-
tively generate inward investment.

Madam Speaker, | also believe that the Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition spoke to a nhumber
of outputs relating to the Fire Service. He also spoke
of no payments for the seamen and the veterans, and
we have adequately addressed that in the last
amendment motion which was put forward. With re-
gard to the expenditure for the Fire Service, the Hon-
ourable Leader of the Opposition has in-fact con-
sulted with finance officials during the breaks and has
satisfied himself, | believe, that the amounts he ini-
tially thought were omitted were in fact included in the
schedule, but as a part of a larger figure.

For example, under the Output Group EA 18
— incident response, there are some underlying out-
puts which are underneath that figure. One would be
the Output FRE 1 — responding to domestic fire emer-
gencies. The 2004/05 Budget was $5,862,530 the
pre-appropriation amount that is included within IEA
18 is $1.954 million.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition
asked about 911. and under that same IEA 18, there
is an individual Output (MPC 4 — 24 hour emergency
response) and the pre-appropriation request is
$351,706. So, Madam Speaker, the Schedule to the
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Motion contains figures which are supported by a
number of smaller underlying figures, and it is the
case that the specific items that the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition spoke to were hidden as a
part of much larger figures; but they have been none-
theless included in the Schedule that is attached to
this Motion.

Madam Speaker, | think that | have covered a
reasonable amount of ground on winding up, and |
would sincerely like to thank you, Madam Speaker,
and the Clerk, the Government’s side and the Opposi-
tion, for their considerable patience in the number of
amendments that the House had to endure during the
course of the day. It tried our patience and in the end
we became a better Government going forward as a
result of doing those amendments.

| sincerely thank the Clerk and all Honourable
Members of the House for putting up with those par-
ticular amendments. It has obviously created a bit of
relief in one particular Ministry because those
amounts were previously omitted simply due to hu-
man error.

| thank you, Madam Speaker, and | commend
this Motion, as amended to the . . . One second,
Madam Speaker—

| have been reminded by the Honourable
Chief Secretary that | should also thank the staff of
the Legislative Assembly for their assistance, and
also the Portfolio of Finance Officials that were here
during the course of the day and also other Officials
from ministries and portfolios who were physically
present during the course of the day to assist their
Ministers and Official Members.

| commend Government Motion No. 01/05 as
twice amended to this Honourable House.

The Speaker: The question is: “BE IT NOW THERE-
FORE RESOLVED that for the period 1% July 2005
to 31° October 2005 the Governor in Cabinet be
authorised to incur executive financial transac-
tions totalling no more than CI$205,499,744 in ag-
gregate, and not exceeding the limits specified for
each of the following appropriation categories,
further details of which are provided in the at-
tached Schedule to this Motion:

Output Groups: $100,569,408

Transfer Payments: $8,930,067
Equity Investments: $31,738,536
Financing Expenses: $3,499,938
Other Executive Expenses: $6,308,795
Executive Assets: $6,828,000
Loans Made: $625,000
Borrowings: $47,000,000"

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Government Motion No. 01/05 as twice
amended passed.

The Speaker: | call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to move the adjournment of
this Honourable House.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, if you would
allow me quickly to explain . . . there are a few ques-
tions that remain, there are also two Government Bills
which are awaiting passage of twenty-one days to be
brought to the Legislative Assembly—the Immigration
Amendment Bill and the Judges Emoluments
Amendment Bill. | am also informed that there needs
to be a supplementary appropriations clean-up for
year end.

In order for us to accomplish that without a
new meeting | beg to have this Honourable House
adjourned for a date to be set.

The Speaker: The question is that this Honourable
House does adjourn for a date to be fixed. All those in
favour please say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 3.40 pm the House stood adjourned for a date
to be fixed.
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The Speaker May | call upon the Third Elected Mem-
ber for Bodden Town to deliver the Prayer.

PRAYERS

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth Il;
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles, Prince of Wales;
and all the Royal Family. Give grace to all who exer-
cise authority in our Commonwealth, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety may be
established among us. Especially we pray for the
Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, Official Members and Ministers of
Cabinet and Members of the Legislative Assembly,
that we may be enabled faithfully to perform the re-
sponsible duties of our high office. All this we ask for
Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say The Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

Proceedings resumed at 10.18 am

ADMINISTRATION OF
OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS

The Speaker: Mr. Donovan Ebanks please come to
the Clerk’s Table.
All please stand.

Oath of Allegiance
Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks, MBE, JP

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: I, Donovan W. F.
Ebanks, do swear that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her
Heirs and Successors, according to Law. So help me
God.

The Speaker: Mr. Ebanks, once again, | welcome you
to these hallowed Chambers as the Temporary First
Official Member and invite you to take your seat.

Oath of Allegiance
Mrs. Cheryll Richards

Hon. Cheryll Richards: I, Cheryll Richards, do swear
that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, Her Heirs and Succes-
sors, according to Law. So help me God.

The Speaker: Miss Richards, it gives me pleasure to
welcome you to this hallowed Chamber as the Tem-
porary Second Official Member and even more so (if |
am not incorrect) | think it is the first time we welcome
a woman to act as Second Official Member and |
would invite you to now take your seat.

Please be seated.

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: | have received apologies for absence
from the Honourable First Official Member, the Hon-
ourable Second Official Member, the Second Elected
Member for the district of West Bay and the Third
Elected Member for the district George Town.

Before we move on to the next item on the
Order Paper, | would just like to extend thanks to Kirk
Freeport who replaced the clock in the Chamber. It is
a much bigger clock. | guess they felt that at my age
my eyes were dimming and | needed to see the clock
more clearly. So we would just like to say thanks to
Kirk Freeport.
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
AND OF REPORTS

The Portfolio of the Civil Service Employment In-
formation and Personnel Activity Report (Histori-
cal Data 1 January to 31 December, 2004)

The Speaker: The Honourable Temporary First Offi-
cial Member.

Hon. Donovan W.F. Ebanks: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | beg to lay on the Table of this Honourable
House, the Portfolio of the Civil Service Employment
Information and Personnel Activity Report for the pe-
riod 1 January to 31 December, 2004.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Does the Honourable Temporary First Official
Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. Donovan W.F. Ebanks: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, only to briefly say that | would hope that
Honourable Members and, indeed, the public, would
find value in this report. It is a continuation of services
provided a few years ago to provide an overview of
activities within the public service. It will be noted, for
example, that the overall number of civil servants was
reduced considerably during 2004 as a result of bring-
ing on line various Statutory Authorities.

It will also be of benefits to Members as we
go into the upcoming Budget Sessions, and also in
the context that we recently went through a period of
devolution of authorities within the public service with
efforts to simplify and give greater accountability in
the overall management of human resources. It will
be interesting to see what subsequent reports show in
terms of the size and make-up of the service as we
attempt to move away from the traditional comple-
ment control in the actual number of posts and focus
on more meaningful controls, on what we produce
and on what we spend.

Finally, 1 would like to complement the Chief
Officer of the Portfolio of the Civil Service, Mr. Ross
and his staff, for having produced another excellent
Report.

Review of the Domestic Insurance Industry “Post
Ivan”

The Speaker: | call upon the Honourable Third Offi-
cial Member.

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | beg to lay on the Table of this Honourable
House the report entitled Review of the Domestic In-
surance Industry “Post Ivan”.

The Speaker: So ordered. Does the Honourable
Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. G. Kenneth Jefferson:
Madam Speaker.

The Review of the Domestic Insurance Indus-
try “Post Ivan” Report is dated 21 May 2005, and it is
in respect of a review conducted by the Cayman Is-
lands Monetary Authority (CIMA) into the domestic
insurance industry post lvan.

This report was prepared by Sir Allen Traill, a
director of CIMA, along with Mr. Terence Fairs, prin-
cipal of Fairs Reinsurance Consulting. CIMA’s insur-
ance division also assisted in the preparation of the
Report. The report was commissioned by Cabinet in
the context of CIMA’s functions and duties under the
regulatory laws, in particular, the duty of CIMA under
the Insurance Law to maintain a general review of
insurance practise in the Islands.

The review involved on-site investigations of
all domestic insurers involved in general insurance
business. The review itself was precipitated by issues
reported by the general public with the insurance
claims process, post-lvan. The report is an examina-
tion of the facts surrounding the insurance process,
together with recommendations to address the issues
identified.

Cabinet considered the report on 28 June at
which time the decision was made to make the report
public and to invite Sir Allen Traill to spearhead a con-
sultation process with the insurance industry on the
recommendations contained in the report and that he
report back the results of that consultation by 30 Sep-
tember 2005. The Portfolio of Finance and Economics
would access any recommendations made regarding
legislative changes and make the necessary submis-
sion to Cabinet.

In parallel with Sir Allen Traill's consultation
process, the Portfolio of Finance intends to provide an
opportunity for any interested parties to submit com-
ments on the report to the Portfolio, so that these may
also be considered.

Madam Speaker, the Government wishes to
thank the authors of the report and all those who par-
ticipated in the review process for their time and effort
spent on this important matter.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Yes. Thank vyou,

Cayman Airways Limited Financial Statements 31
December 2001 and 30 June 2003

The Speaker: | call upon the Honourable Minister
responsible for Tourism, Environment, Investment
and Commerce.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | beg to lay on the Table of this Honourable
House the audited Financial Statements for Cayman
Airways Limited for the years ended 31 December
2001 and 30 June 2003. Thank you.
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The Speaker: So ordered.

Does the Honourable Minister wish to speak
thereto?
Hon. Charles E. Clifford: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| would like to bring to the attention of this Hon-
ourable House the fact that the last audited financial
statements for Cayman Airways was tabled in 2001. It
was a PPM campaign promise to table the audited
financial statements of the national flag carrier, very
early in our administration. | am very pleased to be
able to do so today, Madam Speaker.

For the twelve month period ended 31 December
2001 the key features of the financials are as follows:

e The airline lost US $14.6 million after subsidy,
for the year ended 31 December 2001. This sum re-
flects an increased loss of US$810 thousand com-
pared to the prior year. The airlines’ subsidy in 2001
was US$5,476,189.

e The airline attributes the major changes in its
financial performance to the effects of the September
11 terrorist attacks in the USA. For example, revenue
was US$36.6 million a decrease of US$4.6 million or
11 per cent from the prior year. In the aftermath of
September 11, demand for air travel dropped signifi-
cantly due to travellers’ concerns about possible ter-
rorism attacks and the inconvenience of the new se-
curity procedures.

e The decline was compounded by the reduc-
tion in average airfares in an effort to encourage pas-
sengers to return to the skies. The effect of the de-
cline in revenue was offset by a reduction in operating
expenses of US$4.7 million.

e The decline in operating expenses is the net
effect of three factors. First, the airline reduced its
schedule to reflect the decrease in travel demand.
This reduced the variable costs such as fuel, landing
fees and other similar charges. Second, the airline
implemented a number of cost-saving measures in-
cluding voluntary wage rollbacks, hiring freezes and
other similar costs controls. Third, the effect of the
cost savings was partly offset by increased expenses
for security and insurance.

e |t should be noted, Madam Speaker, that the
airline wrote down the value of its fleet by US$7.8
million to reflect the decline in the market value of the
Boeing 737-200 aircraft. The decline in the market
value was caused partly by the September 11 terror-
ists’ attacks. As passenger traffic declined carriers
retired older, less efficient, 737-200 aircraft operated
by Cayman Airways.

For the eighteen month period ended 30 June
2003 the key features of the financials are as follows:

e The airline lost US$10.1 million after subsidy,
over this eighteen month period ended 30 June 2003.
An increase loss of approximately US$4.5 million over
the prior twelve month period. You will note that the
eighteen month period arose because the airline

changed its year end from 31 December to 30 June,
to coincide with the new Government reporting pe-
riod.

e The subsidy for 2003 was US$7,142,850.
The loss related to the decline in value of the aircraft
for the eighteen month period was US$1. 8 million. If
you remove the effect of this change related to the
impairment loss, the balance of the changes can be
explained by the fact that the reporting period for
2003 was 18 months rather than 12.

Madam Speaker, in the 2003 financials, the audi-
tor notes (under the section “Going Concern”), “His-
torically, the company has been dependent upon the
financial support to allow it to continue as a going
concern”.

At the 30 June 2003, the company’s total liabili-
ties exceeded total assets by US$32.3 million in com-
parison to 2001 when the amount was US$22.1 mil-
lion. The current liabilities exceeded its current assets
by US$22.4 million in 2003 as compared to US$15.5
million in 2001.

There is a clear and disturbing trend here.

Each year the company’s liabilities exceed its
assets resulting in ever-increasing debt. There are
many factors contributing to this situation, some of
which date back to its very inception. However, it is
evident that the airline must come to grips with the
situation to better ensure its sustainability. For this
reason | have commissioned an efficiency audit for
the national flag carrier to ensure that we are making
the best use of resources and that we realise all pos-
sible savings.

| believe that Cayman Airways plays a vital
role in the Cayman Islands economy and the Tourism
industry. | would like to take this opportunity to under-
score the support and commitment of the People’s
Progressive Movement to Cayman Airways. However,
the financials for Cayman Airways signals clear rea-
sons why we must address efficiency issues head on.

Madam Speaker, | thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Minister.
| call upon the Honourable Temporary Sec-
ond Official Member.

The Court of Appeal (Amendment) Bill, 2005
(White Paper)

Hon. Cheryll Richards: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| beg to lay on the Table a Bill entitled The
Court of Appeal (Amendment) Bill, 2005, as a White
Paper for discussion in this Honourable House.

The Speaker: So ordered.
Does the Honourable Minister wish to speak
thereto?

Hon. Cheryll Richards: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
We have been looking at various ways of re-
forming the criminal justice system in line with other
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countries. The proposed amendment to the Court of
Appeal Law would give the Crown rights of appeal in
limited circumstances and, in cases of private prose-
cutions, would give complainants a limited right of
appeal in certain circumstances on a point of law
alone.

In keeping with the Government's commit-
ment to the widest possible consultation on issues of
public importance, the Government has taken a deci-
sion to publish this Bill as a White Paper for public
consultation. This will help to inform the process as to
how we move forward. It is proposed that a window of
some 30 days be allowed and it is hoped that during
this period all persons will have an opportunity to re-
view and comment on the Bill. We look forward in par-
ticular, to comments from the Law Society and the
Bar Association.

Madam Speaker, clause 2 of the Bill would
insert a new section 28A into that Law and provide for
an appeal where an accused person tried on indict-
ment is discharged or acquitted by a trial judge sitting
alone, or by a jury, where such jury has been directed
to do so by the judge; or is convicted of an offence
other that the one which he is charged.

Clause 3 would insert a new section 29A
which would provide for a sentence to be reviewed
where it appears to the Attorney General that it is un-
duly lenient.

Finally, clause 4 would insert a schedule into
the principal Law which make supplementary provi-
sions in relation to the new sections 28A and 29A. |
will now hand over the copy of the Court of Appeal
(Amendment) Bill 2005 to be laid upon the Table of
this Honourable House.

QUESTIONS TO THE HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

Question No. 26

No. 26: Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry
of Education, Training, Employment, Youth, Sports
and Culture, how many teachers’ aides are employed
at —

a) Cayman Brac High School;

b) West End Primary School,

c) Creek School;

d) Spot Bay Primary School; and

e) Little Cayman Educational Services.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Educa-
tion.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. The answer: The Education Department
provides three different types of support for teachers
in the classroom.

1. Teacher’s Aides: These are High School
graduates with a minimum of three CXC passes Gen-
eral Level, of which English and Mathematics are
compulsory subjects. Successful applicants are re-
quired to work with classrooms teachers for one year
as they aspire to become teachers. That year can be
extended for another year if they have not been able
to complete admission to a university of their choice.

2. Support Assistants: These are mature
individuals who have at least three CXC or GCE level
passes, a keen interest in working with children, are
caring and have worked as pre-school assistants or
helpers, they are employed on long term basis and
several have pursued distance learning through their
own initiatives.

3. Assistant Teachers: These are gener-
ally employed as reception teachers but may assist
teachers in classrooms. They will have a degree
though not necessarily in education.

These three types of support to teachers are
allotted to Cayman Brac Schools as follows:

a) Cayman Brac High School: 1 teacher’s
aide; 1 support assistant and 1 support assistant (va-
cant post to be filled in September 2005).

b) West End Primary School: 1 teacher's
aide; two assistant teachers.

c) Creek School: 1 teacher’s aide and 1 as-
sistant teacher.

d) Spot Bay Primary School: 1 teacher’s
aide and

e) Little Cayman Educational Services: 1
teacher’s aide.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. First, | wish to thank the Minister for
his very detailed response and, for the sake of clarity
in reference to Spot Bay Primary School, | noticed
there was not an Assistant Teacher. Perhaps there
was a good reason why and | wonder if he could ex-
plain.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Educa-
tion.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, in
my rounds of schools generally, and in particular to
Cayman Brac, there has been a consistent and plain-
tiff cry for more support for teachers, particularly as
class sizes have increased generally. That is a matter
we are looking into and | can tell the First Elected
Member for Cayman Brac, that there are a significant
number of applicants for teachers’ aides in Cayman
Brac. We have created one additional post there and
we are considering three additional posts. | am hope-
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ful that these will be approved and that perhaps if an-
other position is required at Spot Bay Primary one of
those individuals can be assigned to that school.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?

If not, we will continue with Question No. 27
standing in the name of the First Elected Member for
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman and addressed to
the Minister responsible for Education.

Question No. 27

No. 27: Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry
of Education, Training, Employment, Youth, Sports
and Culture, what are Government’s plans in respect
of establishing a state-of-the-art library in George
Town.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, the answer: The Government on assuming
office found works in relation to the George Town Li-
brary which can be reported on.

On 13 May 2004 the Minister for Education,
Human Resources and Culture in the last Govern-
ment, confirmed to Maples Foundation his accep-
tance of their offer to provide US$1.5 million for the
construction of a new wing of the George Town Li-
brary. The Foundation at the time requested that they
have naming rights to the new wing and first right of
refusal for use of the library facilities for conferences
and events. Additionally, the Foundation would be-
come a Lifetime Friend of the Library.

The last Cabinet (of which the Member ask-
ing the question was a Member) approved accep-
tance of these funds in June 2004, confirming to the
Foundation that they would have naming rights to the
new wing only.

Simultaneous with the signing of this agree-
ment, plans were submitted to the Planning Depart-
ment for the new addition. Planning approval was
granted in principle subject to the demolition of all
buildings in the site behind the library, save for the
building formally used by the Cadet Corps.

The necessary decision by Government for
demolition of buildings has never been taken to sat-
isfy Planning’s requirement. Thus, final planning per-
mission has never been granted. However, consider-
able preliminary work has been done and significant
funds have been extended on the project.

| have been advised that Maples Foundation
have subsequently decided to increase their grant to
US$2.5 million. This decision has been verbally
communicated to the Ministry by a senior partner of
Maples and Calder, but has not yet been confirmed in
writing.

The grant has been earmarked to build an
11,000 sg. ft. three-storey addition to the existing
George Town Library. Plans indicate that this pro-
posed new addition fagcade would provide a strong
look and feel of the old building style while using
modern materials. It is intended that the existing
building will serve as a historical entry piece to the
new facility. This area will house Caymanian historical
displays with reference and research book sections
and wireless connectivity throughout.

A connection through a north and south read-
ing courtyard will lead from the old building to the new
facility. The ground floor of the new facility will consist
of children’s and young adult book source, book circu-
lation and desk space and an audio-visual room. The
second floor will house the adult books and resource
centre and the third floor will be administrative offices,
special reading spaces with a multi-event focus room
which can be rented out.

It is the intention of my Ministry to provide a
detailed overview of this matter to Cabinet seeking
resolution on the outstanding matters and ensuring
that all arrangements for management of these funds
are in compliance with Government’s current financial
standards. | will keep this Honourable House apprised
of further developments in this matter.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to the second to last
paragraph on page three referring to Government’s
financial standards, | wonder if the Minister is in posi-
tion to say if they have changed since 11 May.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The standards have not changed, but the
handling of these funds has been outside the Gov-
ernment financial system. It is my intention to ensure
that they are brought within the system and subject to
Government’s current financial standards.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker, my final supplementary. Perhaps
out of naivety, but | wonder if the Honourable Minister
could explain what he means by ‘outside the current
system’ because | honestly do not know and it would
be helpful to know.
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The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Educa-
tion.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker,
that means that the funds remain outside the Gov-
ernment’s financial system—they do not form part of
any Government funds or general revenue. They are
being managed outside the scope of Government’s
financial system.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| hear what the Minister of Education is say-
ing and | would like to know who is managing the
funds? | think it is the library because | think that is
who it was given to.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Educa-
tion.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, all
of the funds have not been paid over to the manage-
ment committee of the library. | have been trying to
get to the bottom of the matter to understand pre-
cisely what the arrangement is, but | regret to say that
the file is not well documented. | need to understand
what the arrangement is, what the money is spent on
and how the money is being spent.

There is no system of accounting at the mo-
ment that | have been able to have access to in order
to see what the actual arrangement is. | think a sig-
nificant amount of money still remains with the donor;
some money has been given to the management
committee, and some money has been spent. The
details of that | am not yet aware of and | am doing
my best to sort the matter out.

The Speaker: | will allow one more supplementary.
Are there any further supplementaries?

If there are no further supplementaries we will
continue with Question No. 28 standing in the name
of the First Elected Member for Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman and addressed to the Minister respon-
sible for Education.

Question No. 28

No. 28: Mrs. Juliana Y. O'Connor-Connolly asked
the Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry
of Education, Training, Employment, Youth, Sports
and Culture, whether or not approval has been
granted and/or a licence issued to Huntington Brac
University for its establishment on Cayman Brac and,
if not approved, to say reasons why.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, the answer: An application was made to the
Cayman Islands Government by a company called
Huntington Brac University Limited on Friday, 1 April
2005, to establish a medical school in Cayman Brac.
The matter was discussed by the last Cabinet but no
decision was taken.

Records indicate that the last Government
had considered granting an exclusive 25-year licence
to St. Matthew’s University to operate a medical
school in the Cayman Islands and had referred the
matter to the Education Council. However, the Educa-
tion Council took the view that the question of exclu-
sivity was a policy decision which was not within its
remit and ought to be taken by Cabinet. The Council
therefore declined to decide the matter but did how-
ever offer recommendations which were never acted
upon by the last Government.

Obviously, if St. Matthew’s University was
granted an exclusive right to establish a medical
school in the Cayman Islands then it would not be
possible for Huntington Brac University to be given
permission to establish one in Cayman Brac. It ap-
pears that this issue was principally the reason for the
delay in actioning the application by Huntington Brac
University.

When | assumed responsibility for the Minis-
try of Education, among the first things that | did was
to review the files relating to both St. Matthew’s Uni-
versity and Huntington Brac University, both of which
had outstanding urgent matters that needed to be
resolved. | met with the principals of both universities
in an effort to move things forward.

Huntington Brac University was written to and
asked to provide further details, which they have sup-
plied. On Thursday, 14 July 2005, the Education
Council resolved to register Huntington Brac Univer-
sity as a tertiary institution in the Cayman Islands sub-
ject to a number of conditions. These conditions in-
clude final approval by Cabinet. The matter will be
considered by Cabinet at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. With reference to the last paragraph
and the registration (which | am happy for) on 14 July;
can the Minister confirm that this registration had to
be subsequent to the submission of my question.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | do not think that
guestion relates to the original question. | therefore
cannot allow it. Are there any further supplementar-
ies?
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The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Seeing that | submitted a question
10 days before the House, can | then ask the Hon-
ourable Minister whether he was in a position to an-
swer the question before today?

The Speaker: Honourable Member, we are getting
out of the realm of this question. | will allow one more
supplementary that relates to the question that has
been asked. Are there any further supplementaries?

The First Elected Member for Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Paragraph two refers to records
which indicate that the last Government had consid-
ered granting an exclusive 25-year licence. | wonder if
the Minister is in a position either today or whether he
is prepared to give an undertaking to lay those re-
cords on the Table of this House and/or to supply
them to Honourable Members

The Speaker: Honourable Minister, before you reply
to that supplementary | would just like the Member to
clarify whether these are Executive Council records
she is asking to be laid on the Table of the House, or
are there other records that she thinks these refer to.

Mrs. Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | believe perhaps that | am not in a
position to say what records it is as the records first
came to my attention in the answer. | believe perhaps
that my learned friend would be in a better position to
say what records he had an opportunity peruse.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. This, | believe, is bordering on the ridicu-
lous.

The records to which | refer are Cabinet pa-
pers—Cabinet of the last Government of which the
Member asking the question was a Minister.

The Speaker: If there are no further supplementaries
we will continue with Question No. 29 standing in the
name of the Third Elected Member for West Bay and
addressed to the Leader of Government Business.

Question No. 29

No. 29: Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.: asked the Hon-
ourable Leader of Government Business responsible
for the Ministry of District Administration, Planning,
Agriculture and Housing what are the Government's

plans for the continuation and conclusion of the is-
land-wide cleanup?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Following the pick up of the bulk of debris after Hurri-
cane lvan, the Cayman Islands Recovery Operations
(CIRO) encouraged homeowners and businesses to
assume responsibility for the disposal of additional
debris which would be generated from repair and
renovation activities and, in particular, those in-
stances where debris removal provisions were in-
cluded in their insurance settlements.

The Government is committed to continue the
Island-wide cleanup and continues to work within the
districts using local companies. Particular emphasis is
also being placed on working with the housing recov-
ery schemes and district committees. Major emphasis
also remains on the pick-up of derelict vehicles, in-
cluding those which were abandoned even before
Hurricane Ivan.

The Government has also been reviewing the
MC Restoration Contract and once a full understand-
ing of the terms and conditions has been gleaned, it is
my intention to dialogue with the company so that
decisions can be made on the way forward. Mean-
while, we will continue to work with MLA's, District
Committees, and other community organisations to
keep the cleanup project going.

Madam Speaker, it is this Government'’s in-
tention to continue the Island wide cleanup until the
Island is in a satisfactory and acceptable condition.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Third Elected Member for the district of
West Bay.

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.: Madam speaker, | am just
wondering, in light of the continuing cleanup, if any
consideration has been given . . . | know that in the
district of West Bay, for example, during more recent
times right after the storm, there were established
dump sites in each district, | think, then it was a mat-
ter of moving those dump sites to the general dump
or to some other location. Since that has not been the
case we have noticed quite a bit of what | would term
illegal dumping in some areas. | was wondering if any
consideration had been given to the establishment of
a temporary site, where people in the district could
dump and then that would be taken to a more general
location to be dealt with.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.



96 Wednesday, 20 July 2005

Official Hansard Report

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
We will have heard on the radio (even this morning as
| was driving in) that, for instance what is being done
in the district of Bodden Town and Upper Pease Bay,
there is a timeline for people to put out whatever they
have and it will be picked up. That is going to be done
Island wide.

As we speak we are trying to locate a central
site for the pick-up, not what we know to be the gar-
bage dump because besides that being overloaded
as it is now, work is being done there to prepare a
portion of it to receive the ash that we have heard
about. All of that is happening as we speak. But, with
regard to the Member’s question, all districts will have
pick-up times and it will be ongoing until we feel the
job is completed.

Just to say for the Member's information,
there is going to have to be a time when it is consid-
ered to be over because what we see beginning to
happen is new construction, which is not necessarily
related to the post-lvan situation, with the debris be-
ing jumbled up into the whole affair. At some point in
time citizens have to take back responsibility for cer-
tain of the collection and dumping of whatever the
refuse is.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business, could | have a motion for the suspension of
Standing Order 23(7) to allow Question Time to go
beyond 11lam?

Suspension of Standing Order 23(7)

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | so move
the Motion to suspend the relevant Standing Order
that we may go beyond 11 o’clock to answer ques-
tions.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
23(7) be suspended to allow for questions to continue
after the hour of 11 am. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed. Standing Order 23(7) suspended to allow
Question Time to continue after 11 am.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush:
Speaker.

As the Honourable Minister raised the matter
of the ash, can the Leader of Government Business
say whether the amount of contamination of the ash
has been confirmed? | note that there were some dis-
crepancies in the news report—with one news report

Thank you, Madam

carrying it as 5,000 yards and the Minister saying he
did not know where that came from, and that they
have now confirmed a lower amount. Can they say
what amount or figure has now been confirmed?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business, if you are in a position to answer that
guestion.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, what | can
say is that the amount is a lesser amount than origi-
nally assumed. | do not know, and, unfortunately, the
Minister is not here for me to ask him exactly what
that figure is. But | am sure it is easy to get and | will
make sure the Leader of the Opposition knows as
soon as | get the information.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementaries. . .

The Third Elected Member for the district of
Bodden Town.

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.
What | am seeing in Bodden Town . . . and |

have just conferred with the Manager of CIRO, and
indeed my observations are correct, that is, with the
cleanup exercise. We appear to have a shortage of
vehicles, in particular grab trucks that are needed to
pick this stuff up and either put in its own back or that
of another truck.

I do not know where we stand with getting
additional resources in this area but | think the sooner
we can get through the exercise it will alleviate some
of the concerns as stated by the Leader of Govern-
ment Business stated where once we have done one
area we find more stuff out there. It is also important
that we get through it as quickly as possible.

Now, | know that we have other private com-
panies that could be at our disposal if we are so
minded and think we also have the Environmental
Health Department that has such vehicles. To date |
do not think they have participated in this exercise—

The Speaker: Honourable Member, could | ask you
to put all your thoughts in a question to the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business.

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: Okay, Madam Speaker,
sorry about my inexperience.

The Speaker: | know.

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: So, | would like to put that
in a question to the Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business, if we could look at obtaining addi-
tional resources to expedite this process.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.
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Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Member must have been a fly on my wall a
couple of days ago!

Seriously, just to say to him that we have
been discussing that issue and that is one of the rea-
sons why there are specific timelines for various ar-
eas because of the points raised and additional re-
sources will be placed towards getting it picked up
within the time frame.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?

If there are no further supplementaries we will
continue with Question No. 30 standing in the name
of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition, First
Elected Member for West Bay, and addressed to the
Leader of Government Business responsible for the
Ministry of District Administration, Planning, Agricul-
ture and Housing.

Question No. 30

No. 30: Hon. W. McKeeva Bush asked the Honour-
able Leader of Government Business responsible for
the Ministry of District Administration, Planning, Agri-
culture, and Housing whether or not the United King-
dom Government has given a timetable of 15 to 18
months for constitutional changes.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
The United Kingdom has not given a timetable of 15
to 18 months for constitutional changes. However,
some dates have been discussed and the UK has
expressed that they are willing and ready to expedite
talks as soon as the Cayman Islands Government
wishes to do so.

The UK also understands that the Cayman
Islands Government will wish to hold further, probably
more inclusive public dialogue before it will be ready
to engage in talks to pursue the course of constitu-
tional modernisation.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Can the Honourable Minister say when the
expressions came from the UK?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Govern-
ment Business.

Hon. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Madam Speaker, | suspect
that | know where the Honourable Leader of Opposi-
tion is coming from with this line of questioning. If you
would permit me, | would like to give a chronological
sequence of events leading up to what he asked for
and that might satisfy the situation.

If we will remember, on the night of the last
elections, His Excellency the Governor was on the
radio discussing certain matters and talking through
certain points which included constitutional moderni-
sation for the Cayman Islands. At that point in time he
expressed his personal view that such course of ac-
tion could perhaps be concluded within 18 to 24
months.

Having said that, in my discussions with him
early after the new Government took over, it was inti-
mated to me that the UK was perplexed at the very
beginning when the talks that were taking place a
couple of years ago simply were stopped and were
mindful that these talks should resume.

Having said that, when Mr. Culshaw arrived
here in the Cayman Islands and discussions took
place with him, | suggested to him ... well, first of all, |
told him that the Government intended to resume the
constitutional talks, but that there were certain mat-
ters such as public input which would have to take
place prior to desiring the talks to come to a conclu-
sion for a Constitution to be put forward to the coun-
try. In saying that | requested that when he returned
to London, that he write us to give the Government
the view of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
with regard to the way they see forward, understand-
ing how we believe we might move from this end.

| have spoken to His Excellency the Governor
on two or three occasions, including yesterday, re-
guesting that he speak to Mr. Culshaw, because we
have not had a response thus far. | believe His Excel-
lency is off to London today, and he has assured me
that he will pursue the matter so that we may be able
to get some response fairly early.

As soon as we know that, Madam Speaker,
we will develop a plan. We will consult with the Oppo-
sition and then we will decide on the way forward.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If there are no further supplementaries we will
continue with Question no. 31 standing in the name of
the Third Elected Member for George Town and ad-
dressed to the Minister responsible for the Ministry of
Tourism, Environment, Investment and Commerce.

Question No. 31
(Deferred)

No. 31: Miss Lucille D. Seymour asked the Third
Elected Member for George Town to ask the Honour-
able Minister responsible for the Ministry of Tourism,
Environment, Investment and Commerce when was the
John Silver’s property in West Bay purchased for use
as a Hotel Training School and what progress has been

made in this regard to date.

The Speaker: The Third Elected Member for the dis-
trict of Bodden Town?
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Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden: Madam Speaker, in the
absence of the Third Elected Member for George
Town, | ask that question 31 be deferred until tomor-
row, 21 July 2005.
The Speaker: Could | have a seconder?

The Fourth Elected Member for the district of
George Town.
Mr. W. Alfonso Wright: | beg to second the Motion.
The Speaker: The question is that Question No. 31
standing in the name of the Third Elected Member for
the district of George Town be deferred to a later sit-
ting in this meeting. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.
Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Question No. 31 deferred.

The Speaker: That concludes Question Time.

STATEMENTS BY HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE CABINET

The Speaker: | have had no notice of statements by
Honourable Ministers and Members of the Cabinet.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
BILLS

FIRST READINGS
The Immigration (Amendment) Bill, 2005
The Clerk: The Immigration (Amendment) Bill, 2005.

The Speaker: The Bill is deemed to have been read
a first time and is set down for second reading.

The Judges’ Emoluments and Allowances Bill,
2005

The Speaker: The Bill is deemed to have been read
a first time and is set down for second reading.

SECOND READINGS
The Immigration (Amendment) Bill, 2005

The Speaker: Honourable Temporary First Official
Member.

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Madam Speaker, |
beg to move the second reading of the Immigration
(Amendment) Bill, 2005.

The Speaker: The Bill has been duly moved. Does
the Honourable Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. Donovan W. F. Ebanks: Yes, Madam Speaker,
briefly to set the stage for the Bill.

As the Memorandum of Objects and Reasons
sets out, there are three basic objects to the Bill. The
first is to provide a restraint on Cabinet from granting
the right to be Caymanian except where the grant is
recommended by the Immigration Board and subse-
quently validated by the Legislative Assembly, and
the number of such grants would be limited to four in
any calendar year.

These provisions are set out in Clause 3 of
the Bill which proposes a new section 20(1)(e) to the
existing Immigration Law 2003.

The second object is to seek to require visi-
tors desirous of obtaining gainful employment to be
away from the Islands between the period of the
submission of the application for a work permit and
the processing of such application. These provisions
are set out in Clause 4 which proposes a new section
51(4) and (5) to the Immigration Law 2003.

Thirdly, the Bill would enable a temporary
work permit holder who applies for a one year work
permit on the same terms and conditions as the tem-
porary work permit to continue to work for the same
employer in the same capacity after the expiration of
the temporary work permit while awaiting the outcome
of the application. The relevant provisions are set out
in Clause 5 which proposes a new section 54(2).

Madam Speaker, we are all aware of the
various interpretations that were bandied around in
the last two years in relation to the old section 20(d)
of the repealed Immigration Law, and essentially now
reflected in the current section 20(1)(e) of the Immi-
gration Law 2003. | will not dwell on those interpreta-
tions. Suffice it to say that this Bill seeks to bring limit,
clarity, and accountability to how the Cabinet of the
Cayman lIslands should exercise its powers in grant-
ing the right to be Caymanian.

Hopefully, having kept my comments precise
and limited, | have set an example for others; but |
fear that this is the dry sand that | am trying to move
gently between without causing any spilling or any
confusion. Wishful thinking!

Madam Speaker, | will say a few words in
relation to the other two objects. | think everyone is
aware that since Hurricane Ivan last September, the
Immigration Department has struggled to meet the
demand for temporary work permits as a result of for-
eign nationals coming to the Islands to avail them-
selves of work opportunities as we stroll to recover
from the devastating damages which the storm
caused.
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Currently, there are some 8,000 work permits
in effect (compared to about 3,000 prior to last Sep-
tember), and approximately 200 new applications are
being received daily. Many of those temporary work
permits, which have been issued since the hurricane,
are expiring and in most cases employers are wishing
to continue to employ the worker. In order to do so
the employer must apply to the Work Permit Board or
the Business Staffing Plan Board for the grant of a
one year work permit.

Due to the numbers involved and additional
vetting that is given to a work permit application, seri-
ous backlogs have arisen and the following statistics
will illustrate the problem: There are some 1,500 ap-
plications for one-year work permits waiting to be
scheduled for a Work Permit Board meeting. Within
the next two months some 3,000 temporary work per-
mits will expire and it can be expected that applica-
tions will be made on the majority of these for one
year work permits also.

At present, the Work Permit Board processes
100 work permit applications each week, and at this
rate it would take at least 15 weeks to clear the cur-
rent backlog. It is clear that the department would not
be able to keep up with the numbers of applications
likely to be received in the coming months and the
situation will simply become unmanageable.

An associated problem is that the Immigration
Law removed the provision under the Immigration
Law (2003 Revision) whereby a person who is previ-
ously employed on a six-month work permit could
continue in that employment pending the outcome of
a one year application, provided that the application
for the one-year work permit was submitted prior to
the expiry of the temporary work permit. The effect of
this is that when a temporary work permit expires
workers are not permitted to continue working and
must instead come to the Immigration headquarters
to obtain a stamp in their passport granting them
leave to remain pending the outcome of the one-year
application. This only creates additional work for Im-
migration department staff and is also a major irrita-
tion to employers who lose the services of the em-
ployee for a considerable period of time.

When you look at the queues we were ex-
periencing at the department some weeks ago, it was
taking people a number of hours to be processed.

The second problem concerns the large
number of persons who are coming to the Islands
purportedly as visitors when in fact they are seeking
employment. Immigration records indicate that visitors
from third countries above visitors from first countries
have increased since the hurricane. The difference,
however, is that the majority of the third world visitors
are coming almost entirely for the purpose of seeking
employment.

The Immigration Department has evidence
that many of these persons have exceeded their
leave to remain in the Islands and are now here ille-
gally. This in turn creates an additional burden to try

to locate and deal with those who have overstayed.
Additionally, many of these purported tourists are able
to convince unscrupulous employers to apply for work
permits on their behalf when they have no work for
them. The worker then finds work for himself, and we
suspect pays the employer an agreed amount each
week. A number of such cases are presently under
investigation by the Immigration Department and if at
all possible will be brought to full prosecution under
the Law.

So the amendments that this Bill proposes
will address these issues by, first of all, giving em-
ployees the right to continue to remain and work with
the same employer providing this employer has sub-
mitted the one-year work permit during the currency
on the same terms and conditions as the temporary
work permit. This means that businesses will be able
to provide services to their customers without inter-
ruption, which is particularly important as we enter
into another hurricane season.

Secondly, the Bill will prohibit visitors from
changing their immigration status after arriving in the
Islands. This means that visitors will have to leave the
Islands before a work permit application (either tem-
porary or one-year) can be considered and immigra-
tion officers will be authorised to refuse entry to per-
sons coming to the Islands merely in search of work.
We feel this would greatly reduce the number of per-
sons attending the Immigration headquarters on a
daily basis seeking extensions to their leave to remain
as they await the decision on the outcome of an ap-
plication.

Those are the reasons behind the two second
objects (I said | would stay away from offering much
on the first object). | trust that Members will appreci-
ate the importance of all three of these and will give
them their fullest consideration and their favourable
support.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker:
speak?
Honourable Minister for Education.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| rise to offer my contribution to this very im-
portant Bill before the House this morning. | intend to
focus principally on what my friend and colleague, the
Honourable Acting Chief Secretary, has termed the
first issue. | believe he has adequately dealt with the
other issues in relation to concerns about persons
visiting these Islands for the principle purpose of
seeking employment and the logistical difficulties
which that has caused. | am not going to focus on
that, but | will focus on the question of the repeal of
section 20(1)(e) of the Immigration Law 2003.

While the provision in this Law looks rather
insignificant, when one reads it, when one under-
stands what has brought this provision in the Bill to



100 Wednesday, 20 July 2005

Official Hansard Report

the House, and when one looks at the history of this
matter, one comes to understand really how signifi-
cant and fundamentally important this proposed
amendment to the Immigration Law actually is.

James Madison, in delivering a speech to the
Constitutional Convention in Richmond, Virginia,
some 200 years ago, proclaimed that the essence of
Government is power; and that power lodged, as it
must be in human hands, will be ever liable to abuse.
The objective of this provision is to ensure that be-
cause of that human tendency to abuse power, this
Cabinet—and all Cabinets to follow—will be con-
strained by the legislation on a matter so critically im-
portant to the future of these Islands as the conferral
of the nearest thing to citizenship that we, in our pre-
sent constitutional status, are capable of doing.

| do not believe that there has ever been an
issue that has created more controversy, more re-
sentment, more ill feeling, more logistical difficulties—
which are becoming increasingly apparent every
day—than, in my view, the reckless and irresponsible
actions of the last Government in indiscriminately
granting the right to be Caymanian to some 2,800-
plus persons in one fell swoop with little or no regard
to those persons’ qualifications, length of tenure in
these Islands, ability to contribute or any past contri-
butions to these Islands; [with little regard] to their
criminal record or to any such matters which are ordi-
narily part of the consideration when one is consider-
ing giving the equivalent of citizenship to persons who
were not born or who were not entitled to descent to
citizenship in your country.

As recently as Monday | read a letter in the
Caymanian Compass from Mr. Gordon Barlow, in
which he discussed the whole question of the Cabinet
status grants, amongst other things. The letter pro-
vides a lot of quite useful observations and, indeed,
advice on a number of issues including the continued
relevance of Vision 2008, of the need for integration,
of the need for fresh blood and fresh approaches to a
number of issues including administration of the Work
Permit and Immigration Boards, including fresh blood
generally in terms of approaches to the many prob-
lems we face in Cayman, the situation with crime be-
ing among them.

Mr. Barlow raised issues which | think we
ought to consider. But | regret that in his letter he
demonstrated a tendency to ignore the importance of
orderliness of adherence to the Rule of Law, of com-
pliance with proper procedure, and essentially urged
that the country ought to forget the manner in which
the grants of status occurred, put all of that behind us,
he says, and move on. He is a strong advocate of
human rights (as indicated in his letter), and has ad-
vocated for a long time the need to treat those who
come to this country who have spent a long time here
and contributed greatly to its development, fairly. On
that point he is absolutely right.

Where | part company with Mr. Barlow on
these issues is here: No country, no society, will long

survive if it does not adhere to the rule of Law, if it
does not follow proper procedure. If citizenship can
be conferred at the whim of the executive, if we can
ride roughshod over the provisions of legislation and
interpret sections liberally in the interest of some po-
litical mandate or another, the system loses predict-
ability, it loses certainty, it loses credibility. At the end
of the day we, as a Government, send a message to
the society on a whole that adherence to the Law is
an option, a matter that you do at your discretion.

You cerate a society which is content to ig-
nore the law, that flouts the law with impunity. That,
Madam Speaker, is not the society that Mr. Barlow
found when he came here. That is not the society
which | grew up in; that is not the society that at-
tracted people, investment money and development
here; and that is not a society which this administra-
tion—of which | am proud to be a member—is going
to allow to continue to develop.

Madam Speaker, we talk of human rights and
yes, Madam Speaker, there were many people who
were granted status by Cabinet in that unfortunate
exercise who ought to have been granted status a
long time ago. There is no question about that. The
system which obtained for years and years was dis-
graceful where no one was granted status for many
years. People who came here and contributed signifi-
cantly to this society, whose children were born and
reared here, year after year—and in instances be-
yond twenty years with no security of tenure—lived
from work permit to work permit. That was radically
wrong!

But the exercise by the last Cabinet of decid-
ing that (on what basis | do not think anyone knows,
not even them) . . . | was about to say all and sundry,
but | do not think it was really all and sundry because
many persons who ought to have been granted status
and who have been here for long periods of time still
did not get status as a result of that exercise. But,
because of the indiscriminate manner in which that
exercise was undertaken, we wound up with people
who are Caymanian—and whose status is now ir-
revocable because of the provision of that section—
that all of us (even some of those who were party to
that action) said to themselves in their private mo-
ments ‘I really wish we had not done that.’

Madam Speaker, the exercise was totally un-
called for because, having recognised those inade-
guacies, those injustices, and that inequity, on 14
September 2001 the Government which then held
office (led by the current Leader of Government Busi-
ness, my colleague, Mr. Kurt Tibbetts) appointed an
Immigration Review Team to look at the whole ques-
tion of immigration reform, to look at what Vision 2008
and other exercises which had been gone through
over the years had said and turned up, to produce a
series of reports to Cabinet for consideration following
which Government would articulate a comprehensive
Immigration Policy for discussion which would then be
followed by a new Immigration Law.
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As everyone now knows, the Government
changed on 8" November of that year and the now
Leader of the Opposition took the helm as Leader of
Government Business. But, literally the day before the
events which led to the change in Government oc-
curred, the First Interim Report of the Immigration
Review Team was delivered to the Government. That
Report set out the broad framework for the new Im-
migration Policy, recognised the situation in relation to
persons who had been here on a long-term basis,
and indicated what it felt needed to be done in rela-
tion to that.

| was a member of that Immigration Review
Team. The point of this background is, as | said, that
the Government was on track to deal in an orderly
and careful way with the immigration situation which
obtained in these Islands in 2001. If that course had
been followed as it ought to have been followed, we
would have resolved the situation with relation to the
persons who had been here for long periods of time
and needed to be treated fairly. We would have done
so in an orderly way that would not have foisted
roughly 3,000 new citizens on the country at one
time—plus their dependents, whose numbers | can
only guess at.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister is this a conven-
ient time to take the morning break?

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr: Madam

Speaker.

Yes,

The Speaker: Proceedings will be suspended for fif-
teen minutes and | am asking Honourable Members
to return to the Chamber within fifteen minutes
please.

Proceedings suspended at 11.43 am
Proceedings resumed at 12.04 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed. The Honourable Minister for Education con-
tinuing his debate on the Immigration Bill.

Hon. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

When we took the suspension | was speaking
of how unnecessary it was for the Cabinet to take the
actions they did in relation to the Cabinet status
grants. | believe | covered that adequately by talking
about the appointment of the Immigration Review
Team and the fact that it had prepared and submitted
its first report on the eve of the events that led to the
change in Government.

Madam Speaker, it is easy, | suppose, for
those who have been the recipient of those grants
(and perhaps even more so for those who were the
perpetrators of that unhappy event) to say that it all
ought to be forgotten and not rehearsed again when

we come to deal with this Bill. Those sentiments have
been expressed to me as recently as a few minutes
ago. But those who ignore history are condemned to
repeat it. The whole objective of this Bill is to ensure
that that particular event in history is not repeated
again in the Cayman Islands.

Madam Speaker, | believe that in our haste to
gloss things over and to be nice and sweet and forgiv-
ing in this country we often ignore the consequences
of acts and we do not spend near enough time ana-
lysing them and seeking to find means to ensure that
they never occur again.

In all of the discussions that have ensued
over the course of time about the need to integrate,
accept and accommodate persons who have been
here on a long term basis, often ignored is the impact
of these things on the Caymanian society from a so-
cial and economic standpoint. There is no question
that the significant immigration that we have enjoyed
over the course of the past 30 to 40 years is in large
part the reason for our tremendous development and
success and the great standard of living we enjoy in
this country. But we also need to acknowledge, when
events like this transpire, that there has also been a
huge social cost attended to that success and devel-
opment.

It has always been, and | believe always will
be, a most difficult task to balance the tensions that
are inherent in a society which is constantly growing
as a result of immigration. There will always be the
guestion of the rights/opportunities afforded to Cay-
manians in all of this development and the
rights/expectations of persons who come here settle,
make a life and contribute to this society. | would be
the first to acknowledge that we have not handled it
as good as we perhaps could have as a nation, even
as a society.

At the same time | am quick to say that |
doubt there is any other society in the world that has
managed to accommodate such an influx of immi-
grants and has been able, up until now, to operate
without unrest or racial tension the way that these
Islands have.

When one considers that in 1970 the popula-
tion of these Islands was just over 10,000 people, and
now | would reckon that it is nearer to 50,000, some
35 years hence, and one also factors in that the ma-
jority of that increase is not the result of natural in-
crease but of immigration, and yet we are still able to
live together as a relatively cohesive society, as a
very prosperous society, as a fairly integrated society,
I think when all of the criticisms are being levelled at
us and all of those brick bats are being thrown, per-
haps the odd compliment would not be out of place.

| come back to Mr. Barlow's letter in Mon-
day’s paper where he talks about commonsense solu-
tions. As | said earlier, much of what he said does
make good sense. He talks about the importance of
open Government, the situation of violent crime,
Cayman’s image overseas (observing international
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laws would be a good start). He talked about Cayma-
nian status and says that we need to revive the way
in which it was handled in the late 1970’s when immi-
grants were actually welcomed. He talks about a new
constitution and the need to abandon ethnic discrimi-
nation.

| am not sure where that latter provision
about ethnic discrimination comes from. Unfortu-
nately, | do not see anywhere in that list of things that
need to be addressed, and the way that they ought to
be addressed, the whole question of the place of
Caymanians in this wonderful society that we are try-
ing to develop. | only see a complaint: his allegation
that appointments to Government boards are only
made from amongst the Caymanian population—
which is patently untrue.

In this he is right: He says, “social tensions
are at a delicate stage again.” He goes on to say,
“many ex-pats are wary of the new Government’s in-
tentions toward them.”

Madam Speaker, all sorts of wild allegations
and propaganda were spread in the run-up to and
during the election campaign about the PPM admini-
stration and how as soon as it took office it was going
to start a campaign to get rid of foreigners and, in par-
ticular, Jamaicans. That matter has been addressed
on a number of occasions prior to and during the
campaign, and formally in this Honourable House
when the Leader of Government Business spoke
shortly after the new Government had been elected—
the same day.

| can assure Mr. Barlow and the entire coun-
try that this Government fully recognises and value,
the contribution of the many persons who live here,
who work here, who were not born here of Cayma-
nian stock. There has been no intention, and there
will be no anti-expat campaign as has been stated
and in this case inferred. But, at the same time, we
have a responsibility to every person in this country—
Caymanian or otherwise—to ensure that those per-
sons who are Caymanians and those persons yet
unborn who will be Caymanians, find this place a
hospitable environment in which they can live, grow,
develop themselves, make a decent living and raise
their families. That necessarily means that we cannot
throw wide the doors of the country and say that all
and sundry are not only entitled to come here and
work, but all who come here will be granted the right
to be Caymanian. We make no apology whatsoever
for saying that.

We are fully cognisant . . . | can speak for
myself to say that | understand how critically impor-
tant persons from overseas are. Foreign investment is
for the continued development and success of these
Islands. We need to be able to continue to attract to
this jurisdiction the best people to help us continue to
build this country. As a partner in a law firm and as
one who has worked in the financial industry for 21
one years | am very cognisant of that. But at the
same time we need to ensure that those people who

are of this country, of this soil, who work hard, who
obtain the necessary experience do have the oppor-
tunity of upward mobility to be able to claim their right-
ful place/stake in this country that we have been de-
veloping over the course of the past decades.

| regard the conferral of the right to be Cay-
manian as sacrosanct. It ought not to have been
cheapened in the way it has—conferred, in some in-
stances, on persons who have never set foot in these
Islands. In other cases, [conferred] to those who had
been here for a matter of a year and a bit. Conferred
on persons without any regard to whether or not they
had criminal convictions. That cheapens the citizen-
ship, cheapens who we are; it sends a message that
this is something that politicians can disburse at their
will. And that concern is at the core of the Bill that is
before this Honourable House—the provision in sec-
tion 3 of the Bill.

Section 20(1)(e) of the Immigration Law 2003
provides that: “20(1) a person shall, for purposes
of this Law be deemed to possess the right to be
Cayman if- (e) the Governor, in his opinion finding
special reason for so doing, grants such right to
him.”

It is that provision which was invoked—
wrongly we say—by the past Government as the ba-
sis on which the 2,800-plus grants of status were
made. | should hasten to say that when it says “the
Governor” it means the “Governor in Cabinet.” The
Government concluded (it appears) that there were
special reasons for granting the right to be Cayma-
nian to each and every one of those persons who re-
ceived it. | have struggled to understand how one can
find a special reason if one does not even know to
whom the grant is being conferred. But those argu-
ments were for another time. That time has passed.

The PPM has taken the position that what is
done is done, and that we cannot and should not in
any way seek to challenge or question the grants that
have been made. People have made life decisions
based on those grants. People’s lives have moved on
and this Government will not seek to disturb those
rights which have been conferred.

Our objective is to ensure that such an event
never occurs again. The provision of section 3 of the
Bill will remove the current section 20(1)(e) and sub-
stitute a new provision instead. No longer will the Law
say that the Governor in Cabinet will find a special
reason for granting the right to be Caymanian to any-
one. What is being proposed is that grants of the right
to be Caymanian may be conferred by Cabinet only
on the recommendation of the Immigration Board
and, in any event, should be limited to four per annum
and should be subject to ratification by this Legislative
Assembly.

I will attempt to explain the rationale for that
proposed provision. For some time we were minded
to simply repeal section 20(1)(e) in its entirety and
thereby remove altogether the right of the Executive
to confer the right to be Caymanian. We were seri-
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ously tempted to go down that route in light of what
had transpired. But we were aware that there are oc-
casions when perhaps an error is made administra-
tively in granting the right to be Caymanian by the
Board (indeed we were told that has occurred in fairly
recent times), and that Cabinet ought to retain the
ability to make right those sorts of administrative
wrongs.

One can contemplate other instances when
events/circumstances might plead the case very
strongly that certain individuals ought, for one reason
or another, to be granted the right to be Caymanian
notwithstanding that they are not able to comply with
the current provisions of the Immigration Law which
require a long period of tenure in these Islands, ob-
taining of permanent residency, British Overseas Citi-
zenship, before you can actually move on to become
Caymanian.

So we were persuaded that the way to deal
with this is to create a provision by which the Cayma-
nian Status and Permanent Residency Board can
actually make a recommendation to Cabinet that this
person or that person ought to be conferred the right
to be Caymanian. The need for a person to be
granted the right to be Caymanian does not emanate
from Cabinet. In other words, it takes the politicians
out of the equation in determining whether or not a
recommendation ought to be made.

Cabinet, having received the recommenda-
tion, then considers it and decides whether or not to
grant it. If it is granted it is still subject to ratification by
this Legislative Assembly which will allow Members
here to debate the question if there are issues of
which Cabinet is unaware, or the Immigration Board
was unaware. They can be raised here and a deci-
sion taken by this Legislative Assembly. If this Legis-
lative Assembly does not ratify those grants then they
will fall away.

That fulfils a number of important objectives
which are important to the culture of this Government.
Firstly, it removes the issue of personalities and politi-
cal patronage because it is not Members of Cabinet
who are able to propose the persons to whom the
right to be Caymanian ought to be granted.

Secondly, it accords our principle of open-
ness and transparency because the grants have to
come here to this Honourable House and all Mem-
bers of this Honourable House are able to question
them in a public domain and the public at large can
know the basis on which Cabinet has exercised what
(as far as this Government is concerned) will be a
provision which is used only sparingly and voted on.

Thirdly, it creates accountability. The Execu-
tive is accountable to the Legislative Assembly for
what it has done.

Fourthly, it imposes an important check and
balance on the power of the Executive.

Madam Speaker, if one can point to a funda-
mental problem, or defect, in the system of Govern-
ment that we have (the Westminster style of Govern-

ment), a criticism that is levelled over and over again
is that it lacks sufficient checks and balances on the
power and authority of the Executive. That is a point
that we have made over and over again as we have
talked about constitutional reform and the need to
improve our system of governance. The exercise that
we are going through today (the passage of this
amendment) is an indication of this Government's
commitment to that principle—the need to impose
more checks and balances on the authority and
power of the Executive.

This provision which allows the power only to
be exercised on a recommendation from the Immigra-
tion Board and then requires ratification by the Legis-
lative Assembly creates a very important check and
balance on the authority of the Executive.

Madam Speaker, when one looks at the
Manifesto of the People's Progressive Movement un-
der the section which deals with immigration (this
Manifesto that my good friends in the Opposition de-
scribed derisively as the little red book during the
Election Campaign) on page 23, one of the campaign
promises we made was to “amend the Immigration
Law to prevent Cabinet from again making a whole-
sale grant of status to hundreds or thousands of per-
sons.” So, on this first opportunity that we have had,
we came to this Honourable House and proposed an
amendment to the Immigration Law which will do just
that.

As | said when | started, the essence of Gov-
ernment is power; and power lodged, as it must be, in
human hands will ever be liable to abuse. Madam
Speaker, we believe that this amendment to section
20(1)(e) of the Immigration Law will go a long way to
avoiding and preventing that kind of abuse to which
section 20(1)(e) was subjected by the last Govern-
ment with long lasting and deleterious consequences.

We hope that with this amendment firmly in
place we can finally put this issue behind us that the
persons in this community, which include persons
who obtained status the good old fashioned way over
the years, will derive some degree of comfort and as-
surance that no Government will ever be able to walk
down the dark and dangerous road the last admini-
stration led this country unwillingly, reluctantly, but,
nevertheless, led the country.

So Madam Speaker, with those few remarks |
thank you for this opportunity to offer my contribution
to this important Bill. Thank you.

The Speaker:
speak?
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Does any other Member wish to

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, the his-
tory of our country clearly shows that our people, in
times not too long ago, when these Islands were un-
able to produce jobs and a sustainable living for eve-
ryone, were welcomed by various parts of the United
States of America—Port Arthur, New York, Tampa,
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Miami—and other areas and other countries, Hondu-
ras, Nicaguara and Jamaica, in particular. Many of
our people were welcomed in those areas and were
able to make a living for their families. Many others
worked on merchant ships in other countries in order
to be able to send back money so that their children,
wives, parents and other loved ones, would be able to
buy food, clothing, shelter and the other necessities of
life.

You never heard of politics. The will to sur-
vive and the need to keep one’s own family the best
that one could (not politics) was the order of the
times.

Madam Speaker, without that Christian atti-
tude and kindness, many of us would not be in the
position that we are in today. We should not forget
how many of us attended hospitals (to be born or oth-
erwise to receive other medical attention), and how
many children lived with families abroad while attend-
ing school that treated them like their own children
and as part of their family.

Many people from many nations have come
to our Islands and have helped us develop it to a
point where we are now the envy of many of those
countries—not only in the Caribbean, but in the more
developed world. These people came from all walks
of life: from those that collected garbage to those who
took care of our elderly, our disabled and sick, those
who made our beds and looked after our children,
which enabled parents to work to enhance their stan-
dard of living. There were pastors who assisted with
our religious education, family values and our Chris-
tian beliefs; teachers who patiently educated our chil-
dren and allowed them the opportunity to enhance
themselves and their future families and on many oc-
casions took the role of our hard working parents;
nurses, doctors and other health practitioners look
after our families when they are ill. Service industry
personnel who assisted in the growth of our tourism
industry; construction workers and maintenance per-
sonnel who built our houses and serviced our daily
needs; law enforcement officers who work diligently to
keep our country a safe place for us, our visitors and
our children. Civil Servants who kept the arms of
Government running and provided for the needs of
our people; industry personnel who developed and
serviced an industry which is now recognised as a
world leader and many others who invested their
money and helped to grow our economy and assisted
in times of need and emergencies.

Madam Speaker, while our people have
worked very hard to build these Islands . . . and no-
body need think that they are any more nationalistic
than McKeeva Bush! In fact, | have taken beating af-
ter beating for being so. Our people—their blood,
sweat and tears from the Mosquito Cay Banks to the
tourism industry; from National Bulk Carriers to the
rope-making industry — and also as you recall, [tree]
barking. Yes, those people worked diligently to build
this Island. Without those people who came here, we

would not be where we are today. Some of us in this
House who have the privilege of representing our
people would not be in this House today had it not
been for some of those countries | named earlier.

Madam Speaker, for more than 20 years prior
to my becoming the Leader of Government Business
successive Governments and Members of the As-
sembly committed election campaigns to recognise
those people and to do the proper Christian thing and
include them in the society in which their children had
already become an integral part.

The Minister of Education, who chose to de-
bate in the manner he did, said it was a difficult task
to balance the tensions caused by immigration. It is
so true. One time | said that there was a cluttering of
the infrastructure while trying to come to grips with the
problem of work permits. That too was blown out of
proportion.

| suppose when | sit down there will be those
that will jump up and take the same line. Go ahead!

Madam Speaker, immigration and migration
has been a problem of the ages for developed and
developing countries. We tried to remain as small as
possible with little or no problems. That is what we all
wanted. The Member spoke about the 1970’s popula-
tion. But because we wanted to become better off and
wanted to have the best—the best houses, cars,
schools for our children, air-condition, to have the
best food and have it when we want it—we grew. And
with unparalleled growth came the challenges.

Madam Speaker, we wanted to have the
biggest (and as many as possible) to feed the indus-
try we were building—Iaw firms and banks. The chal-
lenges came, some manmade, some as part and par-
cel of the natural growth of these Islands. Was it all
bad?

All sorts of things have been said as to why
the status should not have been done. They call it
reckless, unlawful; called it indiscriminate, they even
called me the king of status!

[Laughter]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, am | that
powerful that McKeeva, one, could do all of that?

No, Madam Speaker! Not Roy and Gilbert by
themselves—all of us!

If it was indiscriminate, if it was reckless, if it
was unlawful (I think the word was. | don't want to
guote the Member wrong) . . .

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: He is saying that is what he
said.

If it was, then everyone—everyone!—is guilty.
Cabinet is not McKeeva, one. It is headed by the
Governor.

Reckless?

Indiscriminate?
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Unlawful? with the Attorney General and the
Financial Secretary, the Chief Secretary and the civil
servants pouring in names.

lllegal?

Reckless?

Indiscriminate?

Madam Speaker, | do not think so and neither
did those who sat in Cabinet.

Madam Speaker, yes, all kinds of things have
been said. Five Cabinet Ministers make policy and
five Cabinet Ministers in the majority carry out the will
of the Government of the day. If Civil Servants
choose to become part of that policy they voice their
opinion, and if they say “yes” or “no” sometimes the
Governor will listen because the last word is with the
Governor. He can say, | do not want this, | have gone
to London and London does not like it therefore it
cannot happen. But if that does not happen then the
matter is agreed and carried out.

Madam Speaker, | did not come here to make
apologies. When | am ready to make an apology for
something | am willing, able and think it right to so do.

Madam Speaker, only a chosen few who,
through successive Boards, appointed by Govern-
ments, and who were required to privately (listen
carefully, Madam Speaker, because | am sure that
you are aware of this. You've been around here long
enough) deliver the list of the chosen few from the
Board to the Executive Council, who then eliminated
all but their chosen few and returned that list to the
Board were included and counted as worthy members
of our society.

| heard the good Minister of Education say
that the right to become a Caymanian is sacrosanct.
All we need to do is look at some who have gained
Caymanian status through the Board of the day to
see whether it was sacrosanct or not! Just look
throughout this country and you will see some ap-
pointed by the Board!

Remember the court cases that went up to
Executive Council? The list sent by the Board of the
day to the Executive Council? And names were
struck off. And do you know what was ruled? Go
back in history and you will find it. Do you know what
was ruled? They had to get it because the Board put
it on the list, but Cabinet struck it out. But they had
that list and it went to court. Think about it.

Unlawful?

Indiscriminate?

Reckless?

Madam Speaker, if there are people who are
not what they should be and they have gained status
through the Cabinet grants, then deal with them.
Deal with them properly. | am not here to say that |
knew everyone that went through, because | did not
know personally.

Madam Speaker, a good example to these
challenges that we face . . . | hear people talking
about the reason why we did not support it or we did
not like it is because they are going to give us a chal-

lenge for our business. | am real estate person—that
is the only business | have been in for years. Do you
know how many people have started and had it? | did
not look at it that way. | said they are here and mak-
ing a contribution and | guess | would have to
sharpen my pencil and put my nose to the wheel be-
cause this must be done. Right is right!

Even if the Board grants them they can pose
challenges.

One of them that gained status that | can
think of can even sell newspapers. He went to prison
too! Uh-huh. | guess they checked him. | guess they
checked him in and out. [He] not only gained busi-
ness but gained royal honours, what was called
MBE—stood for My Bloody Effort!

If there is anything that is in poor taste . . .
anything that downright should go, it should be that
situation put right!

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | would appreci-
ate if we moved away from that and if you feel that
should go then maybe a motion should come to this
House—

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: On what?

The Speaker: On MBE. Let us deal with the Immigra-
tion Law, please.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: That was just to jog your
memory, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: | am asking if we can deal with the
Immigration Law please.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | am dealing with the de-
bate by the Minister of Education and this Bill goes far
and wide, as they said. But | figured when | said that .
. . because you know, pals are pals, | would have
touched—

The Speaker: Honourable Member | have asked you
to stop dealing with—

Would you please sit down?

Thank you.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | will stop nhow Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: | am not saying that you are not going
in the right direction with the Immigration Law as to
how the Honourable Minister of Education spoke, but
| am saying there is nothing in this Law that deals with
honours that are granted by Her Majesty the Queen,
and that is what | am asking you to stop referring to
please.
Would you please continue?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Can | explain Madam
Speaker, or shouldn’t I?
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The Speaker: | would rather if you continued with
your debate.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: All | say is that in this Hon-
ourable House you do have a right to explain what
you are saying, especially when you are challenged.
But | will carry on, Madam Speaker, because this is
not the only Wednesday.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Would this be a suitable time to take the
luncheon break, or are you hoping to conclude soon?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | am hoping to conclude in
fifteen minutes.

The Speaker: Okay. Please continue.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | say
again, though at the risk of getting you angry, that |
thought when | did that you were going to jump to
your feet. | must say that.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | would appreci-
ate if you would sit and withdraw those words that you
could read my mind that | was going to object to the
direction you were taking your debate. | would appre-
ciate if you would withdraw those words.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, let me
just say that if that upsets you so much—and | want
to keep things on an even keel in this House—I will
withdraw it.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.
Would you continue with your debate?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: My mind, is my mind.
The Speaker: That is your opinion.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Opinions are constitutional.
Madam Speaker, the elitist approach to the
granting of status that | spoke about earlier, when the
list was taken to Executive Council, was conducted
under the guise of transparency and eventually led to
complaints about this country’s human rights record.

In recognition of the contribution made to our
society by various people from all walks of life and as
part of the 500 years’ celebration, Government of the
day made a decision to do what they thought was the
proper Christian and human thing by recognising
those people and including them in our society and
excluding them from what has properly become
known as our indentured labour population.

Madam Speaker, the point made about the
need to remove glass ceilings and the need to ensure
upward mobility for our people has not been done
away with. That has to be addressed. And it will al-
ways need to be addressed. The legislation provides

for the Caymanian Status and Permanent Residency
Board without criteria set out in Law to make a rec-
ommendation to the Cabinet to grant no more than
four grants in each calendar year. After Cabinet has
made the four grants they then have to be sent to this
Honourable Legislative Assembly where the same
Members of Cabinet—who are bound by collective
responsibility and who originally made the grant—will
then ratify their own grant in this House.

The point being made that cabinets do not
grant status . . . in some countries it is left to the Min-
ister of Immigration. That is an administrative fact—
check Bermuda and check others. That is the way it is
done—by the Minister not even by the cabinet.

| am fully aware of why this amendment is
here. There have been a lot of complaints about the
Cabinet grants. It was obvious that a lot of Caymani-
ans did not wish this to happen. Of course, the more
that we make noise about it the more Caymanians will
dislike it. It did not stop so many from running to us
and saying, this is not good but what about so and so.
What about my maid that has been here all of this
time; and what about my son-in-law or what about this
one.

| have to listen to what Caymanians say, be-
cause they vote for me. That is what put me here and
| have to listen to what the majority say. But | have to
make the best judgment on an issue that | feel is
done for everyone.

So, Madam Speaker, even in the Election
campaign they were still beating up and carrying on,
even those that recommended people. | have a list
here for jumping on the bandwagon and beating up
and carrying on that this was the worst thing that Gov-
ernment could do.

Madam Speaker, so the matter will come to
this House for a vote. The best thing they say that can
be done. | reckon that the five Opposition Members if
not in agreement would still be the minority, and the
Government would be the Government, and the Gov-
ernment would ratify that which they approved in
sunlight.

[Inaudible interjection]

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Same thing. Can’'t have
the sunshine unless you have sunlight.

But | say this—abuse?—they can holler as
long and as hard as they want. The Minister of Edu-
cation gave an eloquent debate. They can do that. Do
you know why they can do that, Madam Speaker?
Because they do not now have to do that again. It's
the easiest thing in the world to do that.

| am trying not to aggravate you here, but
since my Cabinet took the difficult task (the Cabinet |
was a part of) of trying to correct the long outstanding
immigration issues by dealing with the short-term is-
sue and ensuring that there was a rollover policy in
place, and then dealing with the long-term issue for
those people . . . no doubt the public, who has been
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advised that the exemption from the rollover policy is
under review, will now anxiously await the quota issue
by Government in relation to how many of our deserv-
ing participants in our society the new Board will be
permitted to grant.

The other two areas in the Law are supported
by the Opposition as well. As for that section, let me
close by saying that posterity—time, not one or two
election campaigns—shall be the judge of whether
the Cabinet grant was right or wrong to do.

Having said that, | will say that what | said
earlier . . . think good. | still mean it.

The Speaker: Proceedings will be suspended until
2.30 pm.

Proceedings suspended at 1.12 pm
Proceedings resumed at 2.39 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

Second Reading on the Immigration (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2005, continuing. Does any other Member
wish to speak? Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak? If no
other Member wishes to speak . . . the Fourth
Elected Member for the district of George Town.

Mr. W. Alfonso Wright: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| rise to give support to the Motion on the
floor of this Honourable House. | would like to begin
by saying that [in] small territories, like the Cayman
Islands, it is the Government's obligation to protect
and serve and to enhance the way of life and devel-
opment of the country and its citizens.

Immigration is an area of great concern to
most nations. Our small nation is no different. We
have to be extremely careful because of our size. The
granting of Caymanian status by the masses was, in
my opinion, a reckless and ill-conceived notion. The
PPM Government (and | need to make this very clear)
is not anti-foreign. Caymanian people have always
been known for welcoming people to this country with
open arms.

Our open-arm policy has led to many re-
corded cases of abuse. As a matter of fact some can
say that we have on occasion opened our arms a little
too widely. Many cases have been recorded in this
country of unscrupulous people from other countries,
individuals, and those who head companies, who
have taken advantage of the Caymanian laid back
way of life and their open-arm policy. Be that as it
may, it is a difficult pill to swallow when advantage is
seemingly taken of Caymanians by their own Cayma-
nians.

We will continue to welcome visitors and
business people alike to this country. Our tolerance
level has been excellent. But it continues to wear thin.
| see no reason why we should push it to the breaking

point. Madam Speaker, my grandfather (now de-
ceased) was a born Jamaican. And | loved that old
man like | love life itself. | have nothing against Ja-
maicans. | have nothing against Hondurans, Ameri-
cans, English people, Canadians; we all have to co-
exist in this world. But granting citizenship in a coun-
try of our size must be done in sensible moderation.

The right of citizenship in any country must
be earned; it cannot be conferred on individuals be-
cause of personal favours to any individual in gov-
ernment or otherwise. It cannot be granted simply for
the sake of political, financial contributions. We have
and must always be vigilant with the types and num-
bers of individuals to whom we continue to give away
our citizenship.

There is an old story, Madam Speaker. In the
early years after the independence of the United
States an early President invited an old Indian Chief
to the White House for discussions. Upon leaving, the
American President said to the old Chief, “Thanks for
your visit. Do you have any advice for me?” The old
chief replied, “Yes, | do. Be careful with your immigra-
tion policy. We were careless with ours.”

| have received representation from many
young Caymanians who we have encouraged and
assisted with improving their educational standards
on the way to improving their way of life. Many of
these Caymanians have gone away to colleges and
universities and done us all proud. We continue to
brag of all the number of Caymanians returning
home, but cannot now find work in those areas in
which they are qualified. Madam Speaker, it is always
in areas where they have problems with an individual
who is either on work permit or for some reason or
another has just been given status. | am not just
blaming the past government for that. That has gone
on for too long.

We have young Caymanians who are con-
templating leaving this country to seek employment in
other countries that need their expertise. It is not that
the need is not here, they cannot find the jobs for
which they are qualified. In most cases (and | repeat)
it is because there is a new status holder or someone
on a work permit is in that position.

This is one of the areas that | believe has
been the real cause of what we have been calling in
recent times the ‘brain drain’. Our young people have
gualified themselves with our assistance (we see the
need to encourage these young people improve their
educational standard) and then we do not follow that
up to see that their jobs are protected.

| listened to the debate by the Leader of the
Opposition earlier today. He made mention of all
those who jumped on the bandwagon and made their
additions or gave their list for status. He said if it was
so bad why did they all include themselves or partici-
pate in the process. That, Madam Speaker, is human
nature. | will say this: one wrong decision leads to
many more, and people follow suite.
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The teachers . . . he also mentioned doctors,
nurses, helpers, gardeners, lawyers, accountants,
police officers, clerical officers; workers from all walks
of life. Madam speaker, our people and the PPM
Government also embrace all those who qualify for
Caymanian status. They should do so through the
proper channels. | dare say that this is one of the ar-
eas | personally championed during the campaign
and even now | still get many phone calls. Many of
our Caymanians, mainly our young Caymanians, feel
threatened.

| recall one case in particular when the first
set of statuses was granted | had a call from a young
lady who is employed with one of the hotels. | had
been talking to this young person even before | de-
cided to run for office. She was having difficulty stay-
ing in the job because she was not being treated the
way that she should be treated—and not because she
was Caymanian but just because you do not treat
people that way. | encouraged her to please not give
up; to stay there, do the best she could and one day
she would be rewarded. She took my advice and re-
mained there. And it went on for months.

One day out of the blue this young lady called
me in tears asking what she should do now. | asked
her what was the matter and she said, “You know
what we were talking about, well this person that | am
being trained to replace walked into the office this
morning and said, ‘I now have status’. What am |
supposed to do as a young Caymanian? | have just
gone through the process of completing a mortgage
with the anticipation of being promoted and of a little
more salary.” Now this individual, who incidentally
was not on the Island long enough to qualify legiti-
mately for Caymanians status, had now been con-
ferred Caymanian status and blocked the upward
mobility of a young Caymanian. This is just one indi-
vidual but | know and you know that there are many,
many more.

| would have felt a lot better here today had
the Leader of Opposition stood up here and acknowl-
edged that a mistake was made. We all are human
beings and we all make mistakes. We will continue to
make mistakes because none of us are perfect. But, |
believe, Madam Speaker, that this country is some-
what worse off today.

There are many problems that we are experi-
encing because as a country right now due to that ill-
conceived notion of mass status grants. | cannot (and
| have tried in many different ways) figure out why we
could not see through this. | have been made to un-
derstand that Cabinet was not even aware that the
status being granted was irrevocable until that matter
was brought to their attention right here in this Hon-
ourable House.

In closing, | want to offer my support to this
Motion and say, Madam Speaker, that if individuals
who are responsible for this act of mass status grants
would care to remove their shoes and examine the

soles of their shoes, they will see many crushed
dreams of young Caymanians.

| thank you, Madam Speaker, for allowing me
to give my contribution to this Motion.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? Does any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Minister responsible for
Works, Communications and Information Technology.

Hon. V. Arden MclLean:
Speaker.

| obviously rise to give my support to the
Amendment to the Immigration Law 2003 which is
before this Honourable House. | believe, like the Min-
ister for Education, that the Acting First Official Mem-
ber has quite eloquently laid out the provisions from
section 4 of this amending Bill. Therefore, | will not
spend a lot of time on that area. Certainly, Madam
Speaker, section 3 of this Amendment is an area that
gives rise to the political d