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Loans (Caribbean Development Bank) Law (1999 Revision) Cayman Islands Development Bank
(GM 3/02), 276-278

Marine Conservation (A) Bill, 2002, 725-728

Marine Conservation (A) (No. 2) Bill, 2002, 830-831

Public Management and Finance (A) Bill, 2002, 629-637

Motion to Debate the Report of the Constitutional Modernisation Review Commissioners 2002
Amendment thereto, 305
Debate on Amendment:
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 333-336
Bodden, Hon. Roy, 340-342
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 305-313, 342-346
McField, Hon. Dr. Frank S., 328-333
McLean, Hon. Gilbert A., 336-340
Pierson, Hon. Linford A., 326-328
Tibbetts, Mr. D. Kurt, 314-318, 319-326
Debate on Motion as Amended:
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 433-444
Bodden, Hon. Roy, 383-392
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 349-356, 458-462
Ebanks, Capt. A. Eugene, 457-458
Glidden, Mr. Cline A., Jr., 368-380
Martin, Mr. Lyndon L., 392-402
McField, Hon. Dr. Frank S., 444-457
Pierson, Hon. Linford A., 357-368

Parliamentary Questions by Category (Also see: Parliamentary Questions in numerical order):
Agriculture:
3. Update on Aqua-Culture and ongoing discussions with Harbour Branch Institute, 34
17. Update on restructuring plans for the Farmer’s Co-op, 100
38. Update on the operational restructuring of the Farmers Market, 497
40. Update on Minister’s plans for pursuing aquaculture in the Cayman Islands, 501

Banking Sector:
18. Number of bank and insurance licences in existence as at 31 December 2001, 109
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Cable & Wireless:
31. Receipt of applications from IT providers providing services currently provided by C&W, 464
33. Date for complete liberalization of telecommunications industry in Cayman Islands, 468

CARICOM:
30. Terms and conditions for proposed entry to CARICOM (deferred, 253), 270
43. Effects of Cayman Islands Associate Membership in CARICOM, 519

Caribbean Utilities Co.:
32. Purpose of forensic audit of CUC, 464
34. Government’s intentions regarding electricity rate increase by CUC, 469

Cayman Airways Ltd.:
29. Discussions entered into by government re: sale of Cayman Airways (deferred, 253) 269

Cayman Brac & Little Cayman:
5. Educational psychologist on staff at Education Department in Cayman Brac, 36

63. Tendering process undertaken for rebuilding of dock in Cayman Brac, 586

64. Reason for granting contract to rebuild dock in Grand Cayman to foreign company, 587

65. Type of trade and business license issued to Misener Marine allowing it to undertake work in
Cayman Islands, 588

73. Government contemplating the purchasing of additional property for Public Beach in Cayman
Brac, 626

Civil Service:
13. Plans to replace Jennifer Dilbert as head of London Office, 68

Development/Environmental Issues:

47. Granting permission to developers of Ritz Carlton to import labour, 528

51. Commencement of work on Hutland Park, North Side, and expected date of completion, 542

58. Tendering process for rebuilding of Turtle Farm not open to competition, 573

59. Number of local contractors asked to submit tender for contract to rebuild Turtle Farm, 576

63. Tendering process undertaken for rebuilding of dock in Cayman Brac,

64. Reason for granting contract to rebuild dock in Grand Cayman to foreign company, 587

65. Type of trade and business license issued to Misener Marine allowing it to undertake work in
Cayman Islands, 588

66. Tendering of contract for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

67. Reason for termination by Port Authority of architectural and engineering firms in the process
of completing drawings for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

Drugs Task Force:
46. Status of the financial audit of the Drugs Task Force (deferred, 596), 688

E-business:
72. Ownership of the .ky domain, 611

Education:
5. Educational psychologist on staff at Education Department in Cayman Brac, 36
6. Government primary school speech pathologist, 37
8. Breakdown of computer instruction in government primary schools (deferred, 42), 149
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11. Students at GHHS: number per class, number entering Year 7 (deferred, 67), 127

12. Government’s plan to restructure JGHS and GHHS (deferred, 67), 128

19. Written policy regarding awarding of Cayman Scholar programme, 108

20. Approval to St. Matthews University to open offshore tertiary facility in the Cayman Islands
(deferred, 112), 173

48. Timeframe for publicising school inspection reports, 526

74. Breakdown of student enrolment for September 2002 for each government primary school,
GHHS, JGHS compared to 2001, 706

75. List of tertiary institutions currently accepting educational provisions of the Community
College of the Cayman Islands, 710

81. Non-renewal of contract between American Marine Institute and Government (Withdrawn, 716)

82. Progress report on implementation of National Youth Policy, 716

83. Training of Education Department staff in procedures required to implement Financial
Management Initiative adopted by government, 734

84. Education Department policy for continuing professional development of teaching and support
staff, 735

85. Education Department asset management plan detailing condition of school buildings and
facilities, 739

Euro Bank Prosecution:
1. Terms of agreement to retain services of Andrew Mitchell, QC, 30
2. Status of Eurobank prosecution, 33

European Union:
35. International initiatives seeking to obtain information exchange agreements with the Cayman
Islands, 490

Feira Accord:
35. International initiatives seeking to obtain information exchange agreements with the Cayman
Islands, 490

Financial Reporting Unit (FRU):

52. List of employees of FRU including nationality, rank and job description, (deferred, 556)
53. Agency or Portfolio Financial Reporting Unit report to (deferred, 556)

54. Explain exactly what is the role of the Financial Reporting Unit (deferred, 556)

Government Finances:

14. System for collection of accommodation tax for time-share units, 91

15. Expected shortfall in recurrent revenue for the year 2002, 92

18. Number of bank and insurance licences in existence as at 31 December 2001, 109

27. Update on proposed bond issue announced in 2002 Budget Address, 177

36. Actual revenue received 1 January through 31 May 2002 compared to Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure, 492

37. Revenue measures approved in the 2002 Budget not yet implemented, 496

39. Update on ongoing efforts to collect past due amounts owed to the Health Services Authority, 498

50. Gazetting of Public Management and Finance Bill, passed by LA on 26 September 2001, 531

80. Cost to government for relocation of Tourism Office from Miami to New York (deferred, 716, 734)
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Government Offices:

68. Competitive tendering of contract to design, construct and finance proposed new government
office buildings, 597

69. Foreign companies without local trade and business license permitted to tender for contract to
design, construct and finance construction of proposed new government office buildings, 598

70. Local contractors who joint venture with foreign companies being permitted to tender for
contract to design construct and finance the construction of proposed new government office
buildings, 610

71. Criteria used to award construct to design construct and finance construction of proposed new
government office buildings, 610

Health/Medical:

21. Update on Nuclear Medical Unit at GT Hospital, 112

22. New contract or agreement signed or entered into between Cayman Islands Health Services
Department and Baptist Hospital Group of Florida, 129

28. Status of ongoing research by Health Fees and Health Insurance Advisory Committee in
conjunction with the William Mercer consultants, 178

39. Update on ongoing efforts to collect past due amounts owed to the Health Services Authority, 498

77. Amount spent on indigent health coverage over past 12 months, 599

87. Process used to determine reduction in staff of Health Services, 759

Housing:
23. Government’s current policy for providing affordable housing, 131
49. Update on work of committee looking into property insurance rates in the Cayman Islands, 529

ICT Authority:
72. Ownership of the .ky domain, 611

Information Technology:

31. Receipt of applications from IT providers providing services currently provided by C&W, 464
33. Date for complete liberalization of telecommunications industry in Cayman Islands, 468

72. Ownership of the .ky domain, 611

Insurance:

26. Government’s position on decision by local insurance providers to agree on same rates, 175

28. Status of ongoing research by Health Fees and Health Insurance Advisory Committee in
conjunction with the William Mercer consultants, 178

26. Government’s position on decision by local insurance providers to agree on same rates, 175

49. Update on work of committee looking into property insurance rates in the Cayman Islands, 529

77. Amount spent on indigent health coverage over past 12 months, 599

Labour Issues:

47. Granting permission to developers of Ritz Carlton to import labour, 528

76. Status of pending labour tribunal cases, if any, 711

86. Number of foreign nationals charged with criminal offence in past 24 months, number of work
permits revoked resulting in deportation, 756

87. Process used to determine reduction in staff of Health Services, 759

Legal/legislative Issues:
1. Terms of agreement to retain services of Andrew Mitchell, QC, 30
2. Status of Eurobank prosecution, 33
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50. Gazetting of Public Management and Finance Bill, passed by LA on 26 September 2001, 531

78. Addressing necessary changes in laws to bring them in line with proposed Constitutional
changes (deferred, 714, 733)

86. Number of foreign nationals charged with criminal offence in past 24 months, number of work
permits revoked resulting in deportation, 756

88. Government’s course of action if Radio Cayman sued by minister of government, 760 (Also see
Speaker’s Ruling, pages 760 and 761)

Monetary Authority:

7. Terms of employment of recent head of Monetary Authority, 41
13. Plans to replace Jennifer Dilbert as head of London Office, 68
44. Replacement for position of Director of Monetary Authority, 519

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD):
35. International initiatives seeking to obtain information exchange agreements with the Cayman
Islands, 490

Parks
51. Commencement of work on Hutland Park, North Side, and expected date of completion, 542

Port Authority:

10. Current employment status of Director of the Port Authority (deferred, 67), 87

66. Tendering of contract for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

67. Reason for termination by Port Authority of architectural and engineering firms in the process
of completing drawings for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

Prison:
4. Government’s policy regarding provision of remand facilities for youth, 35
41. Security measures at Northward Prison, supervision and monitoring of inmates, 515
42. Positions at prison filled by persons with Caymanian status and succession planning in place, 518
55. Steps taken to investigate cause of recent prison break, 556
56. Measures taken to prevent future prison breaks, 557
57. Prison officer-to-inmate ratio at Northward Prison, 558

Public Works Department:
45. Outline of new payroll system for hourly paid employees of PWD, 520

Ritz Carlton:
47. Granting permission to developers of Ritz Carlton to import labour, 528

Seamen’s Grant:
25. Criteria used to determine eligibility for the seamen’s ex-gratia grant (deferred, 175), 193

Social Services:

25. Criteria used to determine eligibility for the seamen’s ex-gratia grant (deferred, 175), 193

77. Amount spent on indigent health coverage over past 12 months, 599

79. Poor relief system, people removed over past 12 months, how notified, timeframe for removal, 715

Sports:
24. Appointment of coach/sports director for eastern districts, 134
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Telecommunication:

16. Progress on government’s policy to deregulate the telecommunication industry, 96

31. Receipt of applications from IT providers providing services currently provided by C&W, 464
33. Date for complete liberalization of telecommunications industry in Cayman Islands, 468

Tourism:

14. System for collection of accommodation tax for time-share units, 91

38. Update on the operational restructuring of the Farmers Market, 497

80. Cost to government for relocation of Tourism Office from Miami to New York (deferred, 716, 734)

Turtle Farm:

58. Tendering process for rebuilding of Turtle Farm not open to competition, 573

59. Number of local contractors asked to submit tender for contract to rebuild Turtle Farm, 576

60. Number of contracts considered by Board of Turtle Farm prior to granting contract to rebuild,
576

61. Criteria used by Turtle Farm Board in selecting contractor to rebuild, 577

62. Relevant experience of contractor elected to rebuild Turtle Farm, 579

Utility Companies:

31. Receipt of applications from IT providers providing services currently provided by C&W, 464
32. Purpose of forensic audit of CUC, 464

33. Date for complete liberalization of telecommunications industry in Cayman Islands, 468

34. Government’s intentions regarding electricity rate increase by CUC, 469

Vision 2008:
9. Progress on implementation of Vision 2008, 42

Youth:
4. Government’s policy regarding provision of remand facilities for youth, 35
81. Non-renewal of contract between American Marine Institute and Government (Withdrawn,
716)
82. Progress report on implementation of National Youth Policy, 716

Parliamentary Questions Numerically (Also see: Parliamentary Questions by Category):

1. Terms of agreement to retain services of Andrew Mitchell, QC, 30

2. Status of Eurobank prosecution, 33

3. Update on Aqua-Culture and ongoing discussions with Harbour Branch Institute, 34
4. Government’s policy regarding provision of remand facilities for youth, 35

5. Educational psychologist on staff at Education Department in Cayman Brac, 36

6. Government primary school speech pathologist, 37

7. Terms of employment of recent head of Monetary Authority, 41

8. Breakdown of computer instruction in government primary schools (deferred, 42), 149
9. Progress on implementation of Vision 2008, 42

10. Current employment status of Director of the Port Authority (deferred, 67), 87

11. Students at GHHS: number per class, number entering Year 7 (deferred, 67), 127
12. Government’s plan to restructure JGHS and GHHS (deferred, 67), 128

13. Plans to replace Jennifer Dilbert as head of London Office, 68

14. System for collection of accommodation tax for time-share units, 91

15. Expected shortfall in recurrent revenue for the year 2002, 92

16. Progress on government’s policy to deregulate the telecommunication industry, 96
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17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.

37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.

43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57,
58.
59.

Update on restructuring plans for the Farmer’s Co-op, 100

Number of bank and insurance licences in existence as at 31 December 2001, 109

Written policy regarding awarding of Cayman Scholar programme, 110

Approval to St. Matthews University to open offshore tertiary facility in the Cayman Islands
(deferred, 112), 173

Update on Nuclear Medical Unit at GT Hospital, 112

New contract or agreement signed or entered into between Cayman Islands Health Services
Department and Baptist Hospital Group of Florida, 129

Government’s current policy for providing affordable housing, 131

Appointment of coach/sports director for eastern districts, 134

Criteria used to determine eligibility for the seamen’s ex-gratia grant (deferred, 175), 193
Government’s position on decision by local insurance providers to agree on same rates, 175
Update on proposed bond issue announced in 2002 Budget Address, 177

Status of ongoing research by Health Fees and Health Insurance Advisory Committee in
conjunction with the William Mercer consultants, 178

Discussions entered into by government re: sale of Cayman Airways (deferred, 253) 269
Terms and conditions for proposed entry to CARICOM (deferred, 253), 270

Receipt of applications from IT providers providing services currently provided by C&W, 464
Purpose of forensic audit of CUC, 464

Date for complete liberalization of telecommunications industry in Cayman Islands, 468
Government’s intentions regarding electricity rate increase by CUC, 469

International initiatives seeking to obtain information exchange agreements with the Cayman
Islands, 490

Actual revenue received 1 January through 31 May 2002 compared to Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure, 492

Revenue measures approved in the 2002 Budget not yet implemented, 496

Update on the operational restructuring of the Farmers Market, 497

Update on ongoing efforts to collect past due amounts owed to the Health Services Authority,
498

Update on Minister’s plans for pursuing aquaculture in the Cayman Islands, 501

Security measures at Northward Prison, supervision and monitoring of inmates, 515
Positions at prison filled by persons with Caymanian status and succession planning in place,
518

Effects of Cayman Islands Associate Membership in CARICOM, 519

Replacement for position of Director of Monetary Authority, 519

Outline of new payroll system for hourly paid employees of PWD, 520

Status of the financial audit of the Drugs Task Force (deferred, 596), 688

Granting permission to developers of Ritz Carlton to import labour, 528

Timeframe for publicising school inspection reports, 526

Update on work of committee looking into property insurance rates in the Cayman Islands, 529
Gazetting of Public Management and Finance Bill, passed by LA on 26 September 2001, 531
Commencement of work on Hutland Park, North Side, and expected date of completion, 542
List of employees of FRU including nationality, rank and job description, (deferred, 556)
Agency or Portfolio Financial Reporting Unit report to (deferred, 556)

Explain exactly what is the role of the Financial Reporting Unit (deferred, 556)

Steps taken to investigate cause of recent prison break, 556

Measures taken to prevent future prison breaks, 557

Prison officer-to-inmate ratio at Northward Prison, 558

Tendering process for rebuilding of Turtle Farm not open to competition, 573

Number of local contractors asked to submit tender for contract to rebuild Turtle Farm, 576
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60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.
67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72,
73.

74,
75.
76.
77,
78.
79.
80.
81.

82.
83.

84.

85.

86.

87.
88.

Number of contracts considered by Board of Turtle Farm prior to granting contract to rebuild,
576

Criteria used by Turtle Farm Board in selecting contractor to rebuild, 577

Relevant experience of contractor elected to rebuild Turtle Farm, 579

Tendering process undertaken for rebuilding of dock in Cayman Brac, 586

Reason for granting contract to rebuild dock in Grand Cayman to foreign company, 587

Type of trade and business license issued to Misener Marine allowing it to undertake work in
Cayman Islands, 588

Tendering of contract for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

Reason for termination by Port Authority of architectural and engineering firms in the process
of completing drawings for proposed new port facility in George Town, 590

Competitive tendering of contract to design, construct and finance proposed new government
office buildings, 597

Foreign companies without local trade and business license permitted to tender for contract to
design, construct and finance construction of proposed new government office buildings, 598
Local contractors who joint venture with foreign companies being permitted to tender for
contract to design, construct and finance the construction of proposed new government office
buildings, 610

Criteria used to award construct to design construct and finance construction of proposed new
government office buildings, 610

Ownership of the .ky domain, 611

Government contemplating the purchasing of additional property for Public Beach in Cayman
Brac, 626

Breakdown of student enrolment for September 2002 for each government primary school,
GHHS, JGHS compared to 2001, 706

List of tertiary institutions currently accepting educational provisions of the Community
College of the Cayman Islands, 710

Status of pending labour tribunal cases, if any, 711

Amount spent on indigent health coverage over past 12 months, 599

Addressing necessary changes in laws to bring them in line with proposed Constitutional
changes (deferred, 714, 733)

Poor relief system, people removed over past 12 months, how notified, timeframe for removal,
715

Cost to government for relocation of Tourism Office from Miami to New York (deferred, 716,
734)

Non-renewal of contract between American Marine Institute and Government (Withdrawn,
716)

Progress report on implementation of National Youth Policy, 716

Training of Education Department staff in procedures required to implement Financial
Management Initiative adopted by government, 734

Education Department policy for continuing professional development of teaching and support
staff, 735

Education Department asset management plan detailing condition of school buildings and
facilities, 739

Number of foreign nationals charged with criminal offence in past 24 months, number of work
permits revoked resulting in deportation, 756

Process used to determine reduction in staff of Health Services, 759

Government’s course of action if Radio Cayman sued by minister of government, 760 (Also see
Speaker’s Ruling, pages 760 and 761)



Official Hansard Report—2002 Index Xvii

Pierson, Hon. Linford A.:

2001 Annual Report of the Central Planning Authority and Development Control Board, 476

Amendment to the Development Plan, 1997 (GM 10/02), 788

Building Code (A) Regulations, 2002, 463

Building Code (A) Regulations 2002 (GM 5/02), 506-507

Cable and Wireless, 287-289

Caribbean Utilities Co Ltd. 3 per cent Increase, 301

Censure Motion (GM 11/02), 886-891

Cinematograph (A) Rules, 2002, 525

Cinematograph (A) Rules, 2002 (GM 6/02), 538-539

Cinematograph (A) (No. 2) Rules, 2002, 542

Cinematograph (A) (No. 2) Rules, 2002 (GM 8/02), 548-549, 551-552

Deferral of debate on the Report of the Constitutional Commissioners Review of the Cayman
Islands Constitution commissioned by HE the Governor on 15 June 2001, 289

Development and Planning (A) Bill, 2002, 502-503

Development and Planning (A) (No. 2) Bill, 2002, 535

Development and Planning (A) (No. 3) Bill, 2002, 729

Development and Planning (A) (Extension of Temporary Provisions) Regulations, 2002 (GM
9/02), 787

Development and Planning (A) (Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002, 109

Development and Planning (A) (Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002 (Revised), 191

Development and Planning (A) (Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002 (GM 1/02), 242-244, 258-
261

Development and Planning (A) (Heights of Buildings)(No. 2) Regulations 2002, 463

Development and Planning (A) (Heights of Buildings)(No. 2) Regulations, 2002 (GM 4/02), 505-
506

Draft Development and Planning (A) (Extension of Temporary Provisions) Regulations 2002, 705

Electricity (A) Bill 2002, 729-730, 742

Governor (Vesting of Lands) Law, (1998 Revision) Report and Recommendation on the Crown
Grant (Unclaimed) for Block 67(A), Parcel 5 (Part) to the Estate of George Dixon (Deceased),
251

Governor (Vesting of Lands) Law, (1998 Revision) Report and Recommendation on the Request
for Crown Grant (Unclaimed) for Block 87(A), Parcel 41 to the Estate of John Edward Ryan
(Deceased), 251-252

Information and Communication Technology Authority Bill, 2002, 200-204, 205-208, 221-224

Motion to Debate and Take Note of the Report of the Constitutional Modernisation Review
Commissioners 2002, 326-328, 357-368

Petition made by certain group employees of the PWD regarding vacation pay and the change
made to their work week in 2001 from 44 hours to 40 hours, 348

Petroleum Fuel Storage and Handling on the Cayman Islands Government Agency Review July
2002, 191-193

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Lease of Crown Land —
Block 14D, Parcel 403 to the Cayman United Church Corporation, 753-754

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Lease of Crown Land —
Block 4E, Parcel 50 to Scholars International Sports Club, 753-754

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Vesting of Crown
Lands — Block 1C, Parcels 86, 146 and 215 in the Cayman Turtle Farm (1983) Ltd., 754

Sunday Trading (A) Order, 2002, 525

Sunday Trading (A) (No.2) Order, 2002, 542

Wetlands Committee Final Report on the Proposed Environmental Overlay Zones, 511-512
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Presentation of Papers and Reports:

2001 Annual Report of Births and Deaths in the Cayman Islands, 252-253

2001 Annual Report of the Central Planning Authority and Development Control Board, 476

Annual Plan and Estimates for the Government of the Cayman Islands for the Six Month Financial
Year ending 30 June 2003 together with the Annual Budget Statements for Ministers and
Portfolios for the Six Month Financial Year ending 30 June 2003, 671

Annual Report of the National Drug Council 1 July 2000-30 June 2001, 476

Building Code (A) Regulations, 2002, 463

Cayman Islands Government Strategic Policy Statement for the six month Financial Year Ending
30 June 2003, 513-515

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority Annual Report 1999, 171

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority Annual Report 2000, 171-172

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority Annual Report 2001, 489-480

Cayman Islands Stock Exchange Limited Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December
1999, 31 December 2000 and 31 December 2001, 541-542

Cayman Turtle Farm (1983) Limited Financial Statements for the period 31 March 2001, 474-475

Cinematograph (A) Rules, 2002, 525

Cinematograph (A)(No. 2) Rules, 2002, 542

Constitutional Commissioners Report, 227

Development and Planning (A)(Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002, 109

Development and Planning (A)(Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002 (Revised), 191

Development and Planning (A)(Heights of Buildings)(No. 2) Regulations 2002, 463

Draft Development and Planning (A) (Extension of Temporary Provisions) Regulations 2002, 705

Executive Summary-Study on the Provision of Construction Aggregate and Fill for the Cayman
Islands, 754-756

Financial Statements of the Port Authority of the Cayman Islands for the years 1998, 1999 and
2000, 475

Governor (Vesting of Lands) Law, (1998 Revision) Report and Recommendation on the Crown
Grant (Unclaimed) for Block 67(A), Parcel 5 (Part) to the Estate of George Dixon (Deceased),
251

Governor (Vesting of Lands) Law, (1998 Revision) Report and Recommendation on the Request
for Crown Grant (Unclaimed) for Block 87(A), Parcel 41 to the Estate of John Edward Ryan
(Deceased), 251-252

Health Services (Fees and Charges) (A) Regulations, 2002, 541

National Environmental Policy, 553-555

Petroleum Fuel Storage and Handling on the Cayman Islands Government Agency Review July
2002, 191-193

Proposal for Establishing New Employment Relations in the Cayman Islands, 172-173

Proposed National Conservation Legislation — White Paper, 283-285

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Lease of Crown Land —
Block 14D, Parcel 403 To the Cayman United Church Corporation, 753-754

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Lease of Crown Land —
Block 4E, Parcel 50 to Scholars International Sports Club, 753-754

Report and Recommendation of the Minister Responsible for Lands on the Vesting of Crown
Lands — Block 1C, Parcels 86, 146 and 215 in the Cayman Turtle Farm (1983) Ltd., 754

Report of the Standing Business Committee
State Opening and First Meeting of the 2002 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 515
Second Meeting of the 2002 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 571
Third Meeting of the 2002 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 753
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Fourth Meeting of the 2002 Session of the Legislative Assembly, 793

Report of the Standing Finance Committee
Meeting held 12 September 2002, 793
Meeting held 16 December 2002, 794
Meeting held 08 July 2002, 793

Report of the Standing Orders Committee to Consider the Proposed Amendment to Standing Order
32(6) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders (1997 Revision), 17-18

Report on Alternative Sentencing Methods, 474

Report on the Inspection of Northward and Fairbanks Prisons on Grand Cayman 25-30 March
2001, 473-474

Royal Cayman Islands Police Inspection January/February 2002, 512-513

Royal Cayman Islands Police Service Annual Report 2001, 733

Sunday Trading (A) Order, 2002, 525

Sunday Trading (A) (No.2) Order, 2002, 542

Wetlands Committee Final Report on the Proposed Environmental Overlay Zones, 511-512

Private Members’ Motions
01/02—Amendment to the Marine Conservation Law (1995 Revision)
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 168
McLaughlin, Mr. Alden M., Jr. (Seconder), 166
McLean, Mr. V. Arden (Mover), 166, 167-168, 169

2/02—Amendment to Standing Order 32(6) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders (1997
Revision)
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Seconder), 15
Glidden, Mr. Cline A., Jr. (Mover), 15
See also: Report of Standing Orders Committee, 17-18
See also: Opposition to Report of the Standing Orders Committee, 18-29
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 22-24
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 21-22
McField, Dr. the Hon. Frank S., 28
McLaughlin, Mr. Alden M., Jr., 18-20
McLean, Mr. V. Arden, 24-28

03/02—Reduction of Pension Qualifying Period for Fire Officers
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Seconder), 476, 479-480
Bush, Hon. W. McKeeva, 483-484
Martin, Mr. Lyndon L. (Mover), 476-479, 484-485
Tibbetts, Mr. D. Kurt, 480-483

4/02—L.ivestock Animals in Residential Areas (Withdrawn)
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M., 788

5/02—Limited Liability Partnership Legislation
Anglin, Mr. Rolston M. (Mover), 789
Martin, Mr. Lyndon L. (Seconder), 789
McCarthy, Hon. George A., 789

Proclamation No. 2 of 2002, 1
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Ryan, Hon. James M.:

Coat of Arms, Flag and National Song (A) Bill, 2002, 485-486

Constitutional Commissioners Report, 227

Immigration (A) (Immigration Appeals Tribunal) Bill, 2002, 184-185, 186

Public Holidays (A) Bill, 2002, 769, 770

Report of the Standing Orders Committee to Consider the Proposed Amendment to Standing Order
32(6) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders (1997 Revision), 17-18

Retirement of Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Sr. Cert. Hon., Serjeant-at-Arms, 790-791

Royal Cayman Islands Police Inspection January/February 2002, 512-513

Traffic (A) Bill, 2002, 486

Speaker’s Announcements and Rulings:

House visitors:
Slater, Mr. Rodney (former US Secretary of Transportation), 15
Vereker, Sir John, Governor Designate of Bermuda, 251

Letter from Parliamentary Opposition, 347

Matters which the Chair considers to be of grave concern, 297-299

Member asked to withdraw statement, 103
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OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
STATE OPENING AND FIRST MEETING
FRIDAY
15 FEBRUARY 2002

9.42 AM
First Sitting

The Speaker: | shall now call upon the Reverend Jo-
seph Crawford to say Prayers.

PRAYERS

Rev. Joseph B. Crawford: Almighty God, from
whom all wisdom and power are derived: We beseech
Thee so to direct and prosper the deliberations of the
Legislative Assembly now assembled, that all things
may be ordered upon the best and surest foundations
for the glory of Thy Name and for the safety, honour
and welfare of the people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
Charles, Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family.
Give grace to all who exercise authority in our Com-
monwealth, that peace and happiness, truth and jus-
tice, religion and piety may be established among us.
Especially we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Official Mem-
bers and Ministers of Executive Council and Members
of the Legislative Assembly, that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office.

All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord's Prayer together: Our Father,
who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy King-
dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 9.42 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proclamation.

PROCLAMATION NO. 2 OF 2002

The Clerk: Proclamation No. 2 of 2002 by His Excel-
lency, Peter John Smith, Commander of the Most Ex-
cellent Order of the British Empire, Governor of the
Cayman Islands.

“WHEREAS section 46 (1) of the Constitu-
tion of the Cayman Islands provides that the ses-
sions of the Legislative Assembly of the Cayman

Islands shall be held at such places and begin at
such times as the Governor may from time to time
by Proclamation appoint:

“NOW THEREFORE, |, Peter John Smith,
Governor of the Cayman Islands, by virtue of the
powers conferred upon me by the said section 46
(1) of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands,
HEREBY PROCLAIM that a session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Cayman Islands shall be held
at the Legislative Assembly Building in George
Town on the Island of Grand Cayman beginning at
10.00 am on Friday, the 15" day of February, 2002.

“GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE PUB-
LIC SEAL OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS AT GEORGE
TOWN IN THE ISLAND OF GRAND CAYMAN, ON
THIS 4™ DAY OF FEBRUARY IN THE YEAR OF
OUR LORD, TWO THOUSAND AND TWO, IN THE
FIFTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY
QUEEN ELIZABETH II”

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader, Minister re-
sponsible for Tourism, Environment, Development
and Commerce, would you please move the Motion
for the suspension of the House?

MOTION TO RISE AND AWAIT
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | move
that this Honourable House do rise to await the arrival
of His Excellency the Governor and reassemble on his
arrival to receive a gracious message from the
Throne.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Leader.

The Question is that this House do rise to
await the arrival of His Excellency, the Governor and
reassemble on his arrival to receive the gracious
message from the Throne.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: That this House do rise to await His Ex-
cellency, the Governor and reassemble on his ar-

rival to receive a gracious message from the
Throne.
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Proceedings suspended at 9.54 am

(The Governor’'s Aide-de-Camp gave three knocks on
the door at 9.56 am. Procession enters)

The Serjeant-at-Arms: His Excellency, the Governor.

Procession:
The Serjeant-at-Arms
The Honourable Speaker
His Excellency the Governor
Mrs. Smith
The Aide-de-Camp
The Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
The Acting Deputy Clerk

Proceedings resumed at 10 am
INVITATION BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker: Your Excellency, it is my pleasure to
invite you to address our Honourable House with the
gracious Throne Speech.

THE THRONE SPEECH
Delivered by
His Excellency the Governor,
Mr. Peter John Smith, CBE

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of
the Legislative Assembly, it is with a sense of great
honour, respect and humility that | present, again, the
Speech from the Throne.

| would crave for indulgence from you just in
case my voice falls apart. | am much under par today
but because of those aspects of honour and respect
to which | just alluded, | wish to do this myself today.

We have lived through a difficult and trouble-
some year, which has caused the world at large, not
just Cayman, to take stock, to reflect and to move
ahead a little more cautiously but a little more wisely.
The impact of globalization, for better or for worse,
has been brought home to us all. We now know, if we
did not know before, that we are not immune from ex-
ternally produced events, and indeed we are inextri-
cably linked to the wider world.

However, | believe that overall Cayman will
emerge stronger and wiser, and that lessons have
been learned. We know that those who ignore history
are condemned to repeat it.

Indeed, it is an exciting time for those like me
who have a tendency towards optimism. The Constitu-
tional Review Commissioners are shortly to present
me with their Report and a draft modernised Constitu-
tion. | thank them publicly now for the professionalism
and dedication that they have brought to this historic
task. The Governance of these Islands could have a
different complexion by next year. What a year for
change 2003 will be! The 500" anniversary of these

Islands gives us a golden opportunity, as the slogan
says, to “Celebrate Cayman” and to ensure that we
reflect on the past, evaluate the present and plan for
the future.

You will hear references today to growth
management, essential if we are to progress and de-
velop in a balanced way; references also to e-
business and a burgeoning number of websites as
Cayman positions herself for the future. There are
references to Vision 2008 showing that the spirit of the
National Strategic Plan is alive and well across the
Ministries and Portfolios. The public and private sector
partnership that we hear so much about will be formal-
ised in a National Advisory Council, and | pray that it
will be allowed and encouraged to be effective.

Finally, I should like to thank the private sector
for participating so closely in the efficiency scrutiny
exercise of the Public Service that has just started.
This exercise will continue as a rolling programme and
will leave the Government machine in better shape to
deliver those services that it is best equipped to de-
liver.

Let me now proceed to report on the activities
and intentions of the various Ministries, Portfolios and
Departments, starting with the Judiciary.

THE JUDICIARY

Legislation is presently being prepared for the
establishment of Drug Courts to deal with those who
commit offences because of their addiction and who
are serious about overcoming their addiction. It will
offer an alternative to imprisonment and will hopefully
deter the commission of further offences.

Facilities are now in place to enable multiple
users to view evidence documents on multiple
screens in the Courtroom. Court reporters are now
using real-time reporting, enabling judges, and even-
tually lawyers, to enjoy the advantage of viewing an
immediate and ongoing record of Court proceedings.

The new Cost Rules, which came into effect
on the 1 January 2002, promise greater recovery of
costs for successful litigants. The Court's power to
make appropriate orders as to costs can deter litigants
from behaving improperly or unreasonably.

Progression of plans for a new Court building
to house Summary Court in all its divisions: Criminal,
Civil, Family, Youth, Coroners and Drug Court re-
mains an urgent need.

PORTFOLIO OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS

The Portfolio of Internal and External Affairs
will focus its attention on the much-needed Immigra-
tion reforms. The recently introduced machine-
readable equipment for passports will be upgraded
and passports will be produced in digitized form. This
will allow Cayman Islands’ passports to comply with
international requirements and standards and will also
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prepare us to issue the new British Citizen passports
in the future.
Royal Cayman Islands Police (RCIP) Service

The Royal Cayman Islands Police (RCIP)
Service has a newly formed Joint Intelligence and
Crime Management Unit which has improved the in-
formation flow both within the RCIP and between the
other law enforcement agencies and should permit
more effective deployment of scarce resources.

New computerised fingerprinting technology
to be implemented this year will greatly reduce proc-
essing time, enabling the police to apprehend crimi-
nals more speedily.

The Police K-9 Section will be enhanced by
an increase of 6 dogs, plus training, dog accommoda-
tion and other expenses donated by the Good Gov-
ernment Fund from the UK. The Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education (DARE) programme is extended to all
public schools on the Island this year.

Frontline policing will be strengthened by the
recruitment of Auxiliary Constables to release trained
officers for operational duty. Additional recruitment of
Special Constables will provide a more visible police
presence at the community level.

Legislative Assembly

The Legislative Department will be pursuing
the implementation of the Assembly’s web-casts
whose long-term objectives will be to provide video
coverage of all House proceedings; to broadcast
streaming video and audio over the Internet and ar-
chived video for downloading and viewing; to provide
web access to proceedings; to build a web-based ar-
chive of Laws and Hansard Reports; and to build an
online store to sell the Laws of the Cayman Islands
and Hansard Reports of Parliament.

Personnel Department

Emphasis will be placed this year on improv-
ing the Human Resources IRIS database for person-
nel administration purposes to ensure that data and
statistics are accurate and appropriate.

The Department will assist with the implemen-
tation, overview and monitoring of the administration
of Government’s provision of medical benefits to enti-
tled persons.

Government Information Services (GIS)

Emphasis will be placed this year on training
civil servants as departmental press officers, while
strengthening media-relations skills among top civil
servants.

The weekly GIS television programme will be
re-instituted with more news and current affairs con-
tent. The video technology and manpower of the unit
is being strengthened with the return later this year of

a Caymanian staffer from the European Film College
in Denmark with advanced qualifications.

PORTFOLIO OF LEGAL AFFAIRS

The Government's legislative programme in-
cludes social, financial, criminal, health and Merchant
Shipping Legislation. The revision of the Cayman Is-
lands Laws has been substantially completed and
Laws will continue to be revised as appropriate.

Civil and Criminal Crown Council have been
recruited to maintain and augment the work of the
Courts and provision of legal advice to Government.
An improved environment is being created to facilitate
international requests for legal assistance.

There will be increased emphasis on uphold-
ing the interests of justice and its administration.

PORTFOLIO OF FINANCE AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Portfolio of Finance and Economics has

set the following key objectives for 2002:

+ Development and implementation of new Public
Management and Finance Regulations to support
the new law.

+ Implementation of a debt restructuring package
for Central Government debt.

+ Full independence for the Shipping Registry and
the Monetary Authority.

+ Implementation of a refined approach to risk man-
agement issues in government.

+ Continue development of a public sector invest-
ment programme for 2003 to 2005 and production
of regular economic reviews.

+ Publication of the 2001 statistical series and na-
tional income and labour force surveys.

+ Collaboration with the private sector to secure
access to new markets for financial services and
maintenance of a proactive approach to interna-
tional and domestic regulatory issues.

Customs

The Customs Department will work in collabo-
ration with the RCIP and Prison Services in an at-
tempt to further combat the illicit drug problem. The
department has embarked on the joint K-9 project with
the acquisition of three additional dogs and a 12-week
training programme should be completed during the
first quarter of 2002.

Treasury

Treasury is preparing an Integrated Resource
Information System (IRIS) for the requirements of the
Public Management and Finance Law 2001 (PMF
Law). These changes will enable the new Multi-
Organizational IRIS system, including modules for
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Purchasing, Inventory and Fixed Assets, to be ready
for operation next January.

Statistics Office

The Statistics Office has reintroduced its
Quarterly Statistical Bulletin and has been involved in
data collection exercises aimed at monitoring the ef-
fect of concessions granted to the real estate sector.
The Office will conduct two Labour Force Surveys this
year.

General Registry and Shipping

The General Registry will focus on enhanc-
ing its private sector interface system to improve effi-
ciency, integrity and depth in the information accessi-
ble at cost to its customers.

The Shipping Registry is scheduled to be-
come a statutory authority, necessitating significant
development, especially in the areas of automated
billing and accrual based accounting. Development of
the Registry’s website will increase efficiency through
automation and advance business development.

During 2002, it is proposed to submit some
forty new regulations under the Merchant Shipping
Law and the Merchant Shipping Marine Pollution Law,
to give local effect to a range of developments in In-
ternational Shipping Conventions that apply in the
Cayman Islands.

The Registry will complete the preparation
work necessary to achieve compliance to the Interna-
tional Safety Organisation (ISO) 9000/2000, a broader
based standard than the ISO 9002 to which it is cur-
rently certified.

Budget and Management Unit

The Budget and Management Unit will imple-
ment the new budgeting and monitoring system as
part of the Financial Management Initiative and review
its organization and staffing to prepare for the new
roles emanating from the Public Management and
Finance Law.

Marketing and Promotions

The Marketing and Promotions Unit will or-
ganise the Caribbean Development Bank’s 32" an-
nual meeting of the Board of Governors, which is cur-
rently under the chairmanship of the Financial Secre-
tary. Approximately 200 high-ranking representatives
from the CDB member countries are expected to at-
tend the meeting in May.

Internal Audit Unit

The Internal Audit Unit will focus its 2002 audit
plan on the Government's commitment on improving
the collection of new and existing revenue.

Public Service Pensions Board

The Public Service Pensions Board will be
carrying out an actuarial valuation for the three Gov-
ernment-sponsored pension plans. It is the Board’s
goal to provide annual benefit statements to all par-
ticipants by September.

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority

In 2002, the Monetary Authority will become
independent in its supervision and regulation of the
financial services industry. This will place complete
operational decision making in the hands of the Board
of Directors of the Monetary Authority and will remove
the need for the approval of the Executive Council for
certain decisions, such as the approval of licences.
Additionally, independence will increase the authority
of the Monetary Authority in terms of its enforcement
powers and will enhance the credibility of the Cayman
Islands’ regulatory regime.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, HUMAN
RESOURCES AND CULTURE

The Ministry’s work programme continues to
be shaped by its Philosophy Statement and Guiding
Principles, which stress the development of written
policy statements and an effective legislative frame-
work for each sector.

Education

Primary consultation has taken place on a
new Education Law, and a White Paper containing the
proposed changes will be circulated to the public in
April.

Over the next three years the Ministry has
proposed five key goals:

+ To promote and support school improvement.

+ To strengthen the opportunities and quality of pro-
vision for teacher training.

+ To improve information, communication and tech-
nology skills at all levels.

+ To enhance the provision for technical and voca-
tional education.

+ To establish citizenship education as an integral
part of the curriculum at all levels of schooling.

In 2002, the technical and vocational curriculum will

be re-tooled to make it more responsive to the needs

of employers. A Skills Audit will be carried out, using

international instruments and advice from the Interna-

tional Labour Organisation (ILO). The Ministry has

taken account of the finding of the Committee of In-

quiry into the Causes of Social Breakdown and

Violence Among Youth in the Cayman Islands, which

called for the Education Department: “to evaluate

how and when vocational training can be most

effectively offered and play an important role in

promoting its value to the student and wider
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community”. In keeping with this observation the
first Technical and Vocational Trade Fair will be held
in July with local business support.

The Ministry has taken on responsibility for
the Cadet Corps and over three dozen young people
have been recruited. The Cadet Corps Headquarters
building is being refurbished, and the Commandant
and Deputy Commandant have completed training at
the Barbados Cadet Corps.

The Community College of the Cayman Is-
lands will in September offer for the first time, certifi-
cate courses for pre-school assistants and classroom
support staff. The College continues to work towards
the introduction of four-year Bachelor Degree pro-
grammes in 2004.

Three schools are scheduled for full inspec-
tions in the coming year, Cayman Preparatory School,
the Alternative Education Centre and West End Pri-
mary School. Triple C School, St. Ignatius High
School and John Gray High School which have al-
ready been inspected will receive post inspection vis-
its to monitor progress on their action plans.

In partnership with the Ministry and the Edu-
cation Department, the Inspectorate will contribute to
the development of a new national training pro-
gramme for current and future principals by develop-
ing national standards for principals, a programme
outline and course materials.

A taskforce to prioritise and cost recommen-
dations from The Report of the Committee to Examine
the Conditions Relating to the Recruitment of Cayma-
nians into the Teaching Profession has been formed
within the Education Department.

This year, decisions on the viability of main-
taining three primary schools on the Brac where stu-
dent enrolment is falling will have to be made. Simi-
larly, a decision on the scope and future of educa-
tional services offered in Little Cayman will be consid-
ered. Public consultation on both these issues is on-
going.

The restructuring of the Department as rec-
ommended in the Millett Report has begun, and work
has started on the corporate plan. Another recom-
mendation of the Millett Report, the completion of an
information technology audit in schools is to be carried
out early in the year.

The re-structuring of secondary education is
now under consideration and in this connection, in
March, Professor Mark Bray of the University of Hong
Kong and a world expert in Education Policy in Small
States, will visit and give a “Distinguished Lecture” at
the Community College, as well as hold several meet-
ings with educators.

Employment Services

The Ministry’'s main legislative efforts have
been carried out in the area of Human Resource De-
velopment, and this has led to the production of a
White Paper, which is before the public for consulta-
tion.

Labour Tribunal cases still outstanding will be
examined by an independent legal advisor whose
work will be completed by March. With respect to new
cases, the Employment Relations Department has
sought assistance from the International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO) on the establishment of an efficient
case management system.

Following on the Syson report, increased at-
tention will be paid to strengthening and expanding
the conciliation service, which has now moved to the
Employment Services Centre.

The Centre now has a Small Business Advi-
sor who can provide personal business counselling
and will also serve as a clearing house and licensing
agent for training programmes being offered by col-
leges, various institutes and the Chamber of Com-
merce.

Progress has been made on the introduction
of the Investors in People Programme, and the licence
is expected to be signed in April. Implementation
plans are going forward with our advisor, Wallace
Walker, for the launch of the Investors in People Pilot
Programme.

The Chamber of Commerce is mounting a Job
and Education Expo in March, which is co-sponsored
by the Employment Services Centre. This is the first
time that the Ministry for Human Resources has been
involved in this event, and their involvement has been
welcomed and appreciated by the Chamber.

At the Expo the National Mentoring Partner-
ship will be unveiled, and the latest edition of the Fi-
nancial Assistance, Scholarship, Training and Educa-
tion Guide will be released.

National Pensions Office

The Office of the Superintendent of Pensions
in 2002 will fall under the new Department of Em-
ployment Relations, and its staff will have the addi-
tional responsibility for strengthening the delivery of
benefits to the working community. In this regard the
Pensions Office will encourage development of Re-
tirement savings arrangements as viable alternatives
to annuities.

The Supervisor of Pensions will continue with
the review of the Pensions Law and recommended
changes to the Law are incorporated in a White Paper
published by the Ministry in January 2002. Proposals
include the extension of pension provisions to provide
disability and death benefits for employees and their
families and changes to speed up action against de-
faulters.

Mr. Dick Richardson, Superintendent of Pen-
sions, has announced his resignation after four years
in the post and leaves at the end of March 2002. The
Government is grateful to Mr. Richardson for his ster-
ling work and wishes him well in his future endeav-
ours.
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Culture

Strategy Five of the Ten-Year National Stra-
tegic Plan - Vision 2008 called on the country to de-
velop cultural awareness based on traditional Chris-
tian values and a strong family unit. To this end, the
Ministry is developing a cultural policy which will help
to enhance national identity, promote national integra-
tion and unity and maintain the harmony and values
on which traditional Caymanian culture is based.

The Cayman National Cultural Foundation will
again present the Annual Arts Awards to individuals
and organisations nominated by the public as well as
produce the seventh annual national arts festival,
Cayfest.

Library Services

In conjunction with the Public Library Man-
agement Committee and the organisation's volunteer
initiative, the Friends of the Public Library will focus on
expanding its range of current children's and literary
programmes.

It is anticipated that the West Bay district li-
brary will come on line this year. This will mean that all
districts will be served with district library facilities.

Additionally, over the next several years, the
parties will work to raise funds and resources to reno-
vate the George Town Library starting this year with
the construction of restroom facilities.

The owners of Harbour Place in George Town
have offered a larger space to the National Gallery,
and the move, which takes place in March, will greatly
increase the Gallery's visibility and accessibility.

Native Done, a local artists co-operative dis-
plays and sells its work at the National Museum and
the Old Savannah Schoolhouse one day per week.
This joint venture, which includes both the Museum
and the National Trust, has proven extremely suc-
cessful, as evidenced by a waiting list of artists who
wish to join.

The Art Magnet programme, funded by a
grant from State Street Trust Company (Cayman) Lim-
ited is a new programme for at-risk teen youth where
art is used to re-direct energies, build their confidence
and improve their life skills. The National Drug Coun-
cil, the Department of Social Services, the Lions Club
and local teachers have all collaborated with the Na-
tional Gallery on the project.

The third Art@government House was held at
the end of January, and saw the largest crowds ever.
This event is rapidly becoming a highlight of the Is-
lands' cultural festivities.

National Archive

Computerised access to photographs is now
available to the public in the Reading Room and this
database will continue to be expanded to serve the
more than one thousand researchers who use the
Archive’s resources each year.

During 2002 the National Archive will be
closely involved in the publication of the new History
of the Cayman Islands, as well as joining with other
cultural institutions to develop the new cultural policy.
The Archive is already playing a key role in preparing
for the Quincentennial Celebrations in 2003, and this
work will intensify during the year.

National Museum

The National Museum will develop an exhibi-
tion on the history of Cayman’s maritime heritage for
the Quincentennial Celebration and a Maritime Heri-
tage trail is being planned.

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICES,
WOMEN'’S AFFAIRS, YOUTH & SPORTS

Social Services

While the outlook for 2002 indicates an in-
creasing demand for social work, probation and com-
munity development, the new framework this year is
the planned finalization of two outstanding pieces of
legislation — The Children Law, and the Adoption Law.

The Ministry will address the issues of deten-
tion and rehabilitation of delinquent youth by providing
pro-social programmes that will include detention re-
form and will work through the Courts to establish al-
ternative sentencing options. Already the Ministry has
negotiated with Associated Marine Institute to re-
vitalise the Cayman Islands Marine Institute (CIMI).

Community Development continues to forge
ahead, promoting self-help and life-skills develop-
ment, and staff are focusing on assisting with the es-
tablishment of a learning centre in East End within the
first quarter of 2002.

The protection and care of our elderly remains
a priority, and Community Development and Adult
Special Needs units will be doing continuous public
education programmes, addressing this issue in an
effort to bring it into even sharper focus, and bring
about some positive changes in our community.

Substance Abuse

The Department of Substance Abuse antici-
pates working closely with the Drug Court which will
become operational in 2002. This will result in an in-
crease of court referrals to both Caribbean Haven
outpatient and residential services.

To combat the misuse of drugs among young
offenders, the Government is committed to increasing
treatment availability for youth via its ongoing collabo-
ration with the schools, CIMI, RCIP and Social Ser-
vices, concentrating on the younger children.

An evaluation of the Driving While Impaired
Programme and the client treatment outcome study
will be conducted in 2002. The Halfway House for
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males is expected to open in March and indications
are that this facility will be well utilized.

Prison Services

For the first time, prison services are the re-
sponsibility of an elected representative. The Ministry
views the prison services as an essential part of
community services to facilitate the re-integration of
offenders into society, in addition to its punitive func-
tion.

Over the last two years the Prison staff has
had to concentrate its efforts on reconstructing North-
ward Prison and developing Fairbanks Prison. In
2002, emphasis will be placed on developing a posi-
tive regime based upon structure and discipline in the
Prison Service. This will have as its foundation an In-
centives and Earned Privileges scheme, which will
clearly differentiate between those who choose reha-
bilitation and those who do not. Every effort will be
made to ensure that prisoners are fully and construc-
tively employed. To this end, further development is
planned with the Prison farm and market garden area.

Funding will be provided to improve facilities
and much needed additional accommodation in the
Prisons. This will include a new cellblock with an ap-
propriate regime to deter those who import drugs into
the Cayman lIslands. Prisoners will provide the labour
for these projects. The completion of the new Visits
Block and the provision of two sniffer dogs will further
improve security.

Youth and Sports

Within the terms of the National Youth Policy,
both the Cayman Islands Youth Assembly and the
Youth Passport will be established this year. Three
Youth Development Officers will be provided to assist
the Community Development Officers in the districts.

The Ministry and Department of Youth and
Sports will complete the National Sports Policy this
year, and will also implement the newly formed Na-
tional Football Academy, as well as User Fees for the
Truman Bodden Sports Complex, the Ed Bush Play
Field and the Lion’s Pool. Support for sports develop-
ment, recreational playgrounds and park construction
and maintenance will continue.

In recognition and support of our international
athletes, the Ministry will fund a second Goodwill Am-
bassador, Miss Cydonie Mothersill, who along with
Mr. Kareem Streete-Thompson will represent the
Cayman Islands in athletics overseas. The Ministry
will continue to provide full and partial scholarships to
young people engaged in sports or interested in a ca-
reer in sports.

In a public/private partnership, the Ministry will
assist in the provision of a park in the districts of
George Town, Bodden Town and East End. Work will
also continue on the Frank Sound Park, Hutland Park
and the Cricket Pavilion in West Bay.

Sunrise Centre

The Sunrise Adult Training Centre faces the
challenge of providing support services for adults with
disabilities throughout the Cayman Islands. The pri-
mary goal will continue to be the development of a
new facility with a broader focus than is possible at
present, and community input and participation will be
sought to find solutions that meet the current and fu-
ture needs of our special citizens.

Ex-Servicemen and Seamen Benefits

The Ministry will continue to review benefits
provided to ex-servicemen and seamen or their sur-
viving spouses. New criteria will be developed to en-
sure that those in need will receive these benefits.

Women's Affairs

The Ministry will complete a National Policy
on Gender Equity and Equality. The Policy will be fi-
nalized in July 2002 and will commence immediately
thereafter.

In keeping with Vision 2008, the Ministry will
continue to share co-ordination responsibilities for the
Domestic Violence Intervention Training Programme
with the RCIP.

The establishment of a place of safety for bat-
tered women and their children is in progress and we
anticipate that this will be available in the not-too-
distant future.

The Ministry will continue to be a major spon-
sor of the monthly FOCUS programme on CITN, ad-
dressing issues related to domestic abuse. The Minis-
try intends to collaborate on a programme within the
secondary schools that deals with violence.

Women's Resource Centre

In an effort to educate and inform a wider au-
dience, the Women’'s Resource Centre plans to
launch its own website this year and to complete a
Community Resource Handbook, which will benefit
the public and all agencies and organisations that
provide community services to women and families.

Water Authority

In the second quarter of 2002, pending suc-
cessful negotiations with the lowest bidder, the Au-
thority will commence construction of the long awaited
2.5 million gallons per day, Grand Cayman Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant that will replace the current waste
stabilisation ponds. With the completion of this new
Plant, the Authority will be well situated to meet Grand
Cayman’'s needs for proper wastewater treatment
over the next fifteen to twenty years. The new treat-
ment Plant is expected to be online by the end of
2003, and will provide additional treatment capacity
for the booming West Bay Beach area, as well as the
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potential for incorporating new areas into the public
sewerage system.

The Authority plans to double the production
capacity of the water production Plant in the Brac
within the first quarter of 2002, to ensure that the de-
mand for trucked water during the dry season can be
met.

Housing

Lack of affordable housing has been identified
as one of the causes of social breakdown. The provi-
sion and maintenance of affordable, decent housing
have been issues facing the Cayman Islands for quite
some time now.

Using the experiences of previous housing ini-
tiatives, the Government has embarked on a pro-
gramme to address the affordable housing issue in a
multifaceted approach. This includes rehabilitation
and repair of existing houses, provision of new
houses, re-examination of laws and regulations, as
well as other institutional barriers and opportunities
that regulate housing construction and innovation in
housing design, construction and financing.

MINISTRY OF PLANNING, COMMUNICATIONS,
WORKS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The Ministry has a number of key initiatives
for 2002, including: -

+ Areview and Quantitative Risk Assessment of the
current siting of petroleum storage facilities;

¢+ The engagement of a Chief Petroleum Inspector
to provide additional oversight of the bulk petro-
leum storage installations;

+ In conjunction with the Ministry for Ports, the regu-
larization of procedures and conditions applicable
to all aggregate importers;

¢ An in-depth audit of the Caribbean Utilities Com-
pany (CUC) licence addressing key areas such as
rate of return, capital and asset structure and fuel
factor calculations; and

¢ The liberalisation of the telecommunications sec-
tor and enactment of the Information Communica-
tions Technology Law.

Environmental Health

The Department of Environmental Health
(DEH) will continue to provide weekly basic food hy-
giene and safety training courses for food handlers
and regular inspections of all food establishments.
Similar surveillance and training will be provided to the
health and beauty sector.

The DEH will undertake the establishment of
new cemeteries in Bodden Town and East End.

Solid Waste Section

In preparation for the day when capacity will
be reached at the George Town landfill and Cayman

Brac landfill in the near future, the DEH will prepare a
closure plan for both. The plans will specify the
method of closure and identify possible future land
uses for the two sites.

In addition, the Department is prepared to
commence the bidding process for a new disposal
technology to replace the George Town landfill; and
the development of a new site for Cayman Brac. For
Little Cayman, the Department will prepare a solid
waste management plan detailing methods for improv-
ing operations and maximising capacity at the existing
landfill.

New residential collection routes will be estab-
lished across the Island, consolidating seven routes
into three. The new routes will result in a more effi-
cient and timely collection system and will also allow
for closer monitoring of collection crew performance.

Lands and Survey

Following the publication of the Official Street
Atlas of the Cayman Islands, the Lands and Survey
Department will consolidate its position as the pro-
vider of additional land-related information in the Is-
lands. The year 2002 will see the migration of several
software platforms in use within the Department, and
it is hoped that the long delayed establishment of the
delivery of services and information by Web technol-
ogy will become a reality.

Mosquito Research and Control Unit

During 2002 the Mosquito Research and Con-
trol Unit will embark on an innovative research pro-
gramme to analyze DNA from mosquito populations to
detect the presence of West Nile virus and dengue
virus. DNA analysis will also allow early detection of
infestations from overseas of the yellow fever mos-
quito, a primary disease carrier, by positive and timely
identification of mosquito eggs. This powerful re-
search tool will clearly enhance MRCU's disease pre-
vention capability, and can be readily extended to in-
clude malaria and other mosquito borne diseases.

Planning

The review of the Development Plan 1997 will
be completed by the end of 2002 and should be ta-
bled in this House in early 2003. The review will in-
volve extensive and ongoing consultation with the
public through the Development Plan Review Commit-
tee, District Sub-committees and Special Issue Sub-
committees.

The Department’s other strategic objectives for
2002 are: -

¢+ A comprehensive review of the Planning Law,
Regulations and Planning Appeals Rules,

+ Completion of a land use inventory for the districts
of Bodden Town and West Bay,
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+ To continue staff training throughout the year, in-
cluding policy management studies, and under-
graduate planning degrees,

¢+ Completion of the Department’s first strategic
plan.

Postal Services

The construction of the new West End Post
Office in Cayman Brac is scheduled for completion
during the second quarter of 2002. The 3,500 sq ft
facility is a long-awaited enhancement to the postal
services for the residents of that area of Cayman
Brac.

The completion of a design for the Savannah
Post Office to serve the growing needs of that district
with early future construction is a priority as is an ex-
tension to the West Bay Post Office.

Public Works
Buildings Division

Construction is planned to commence on the
following significant capital projects in 2002: -

+ The provision of low risk (Category D) accommo-
dations, laundry and a remand facility for youth at
Northward Prison.

+ The provision of washroom facilities to the George
Town Library and George Town bus depot at the
old PWD compound.

+ The fit-out of a new courtroom.

Design work will continue on the following ma-
jor projects: -
+ The proposed new government office building,
¢+ The proposed new primary school in the Spotts
area,
+ The proposed new secondary school.

Roads Division

In the main road resurfacing programme, a
one-mile section of road between Bodden Town and
Breakers will be rehabilitated.

To relieve traffic congestion experienced by
motorists travelling to and from the eastern districts,
the intersection of Crewe Road and South Sound
Road will be upgraded to a modern dual lane round-
about. It is expected that this will be done with assis-
tance from the developer of the Grand Harbour prop-
erty.

In the development roads programme, it is
hoped that work will continue to complete phase one
of the Crewe Road bypass to Bobby Thompson Way.
Also planned is the gazetting, commencement of land
acquisition and preliminary works to upgrade the Elgin
Avenue roundabout to a modern dual lane roundabout
and the upgrading of the intersection of Esterly Tib-
betts Highway with West Bay Road to a mini-
roundabout to improve traffic heading to West Bay.

Planning and gazetting of the future extension of the
Esterly Tibbetts Highway and a new entrance scheme
for the Hyatt Hotel will continue, as well as planning of
future improvements for the road network to the east-
ern districts.

Computer Services

For 2002, Computer Services will work to pro-
vide more cost effective, reliable and responsive net-
work data communication services to government of-
fices in most outlying districts. This service will enable
entities like the Prison and schools to take advantage
of the technologically driven productivity improve-
ments now being realised by departments located in
central George Town.

Computer Services staff will work in partner-
ship with non-government IT specialists to convert
Government's accounting systems from cash based to
accrual accounting.

The staff of Computer Services will also con-
tinue the development of the hugely successful Gov-
ernment Website portal www.gov.ky. Phase 2 of this
on-going project includes the integration of a govern-
mental recruitment Website and new Websites for
high profile government agencies.

Information Technology Strategy Unit

The development of e-Business and Informa-
tion and Communications Technology (ICT) continues
to be a top priority for the Government, and the key to
this, as well as to the development of these Islands, is
the liberalisation of the ICT sector. Accordingly, the
new ICT Bill will be brought to this Honourable House
during this session to create the legal framework for
the introduction of competition, and also to establish
the independent statutory body that will be required to
regulate the sector.

The aim is for this statutory body, to be known
as the Information and Communications Technology
Authority (ICTA), to be operational by August of this
year. This, together with the conclusion of discussions
with Cable and Wireless, should allow the first li-
cences under the new Law to be issued in early Sep-
tember.

Very shortly, it is anticipated that negotiations
for the transfer of the management of the Cayman
Islands Internet Domain (.ky) to Government will be
successfully completed. Once the ICTA is fully estab-
lished, they will assume responsibility for this task.

During the first half of the year, Government,
in conjunction with the private sector, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce in particular, will launch a full mar-
keting campaign to promote the Cayman Islands as
an offshore e-business centre. This effort will include
the launching of a website dedicated to the promotion
of e-business, and the creation of a joint venture com-
pany to administer it. Of significance is the develop-
ment of the Brac Informatics Centre in Cayman Brac.
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Finally, the legislative programme will include
discussion papers on a stand-alone data protection
law, further protection for intellectual property rights,
and the need for specific consumer protection and
competition legislation in the digital age.

Telecommunications Office

Funding has been approved for the partial up-
grade of a 12-year-old radio communication system
that supports the emergency services and most other
government agencies. The Telecommunication Office
(OFTEL) will oversee this major project aimed at en-
hancing in-building radio coverage and digital com-
munication security. Users of the old radio system will
not need to replace their existing equipment as the
new system supports both old and new radios, thus
ensuring compatibility and reducing costs.

A public/private sector partnership between
the National Hurricane Committee and the local utility
companies, with the technical support of OFTEL, has
now established a new Weather Radio Broadcasting
station at 107.9 megahertz on the FM dial. Anyone
with a FM radio can receive official national weather
forecasts 24 hours a day, with frequent updates and
official information broadcast during periods of tropical
storm activity. The service, which is available in the
Grand Cayman area, will eventually be extended to
the Sister Islands.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH SERVICES, DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATION AND AGRICULTURE

The Ministry of Health Services, District Administration
and Agriculture anticipate the achievement of the fol-
lowing key objectives for 2002.The enactment of legis-
lation to provide for Health Services fee increases, as
well as the approval of the Legislative Assembly for
the following legislation: -

¢ A revised Health Practitioners’ Law and accom-

panying Regulations,

A Health Services Authority Law,

A revised Health Insurance Law,

A revised Mental Health Law,

A revised Pharmacy Law with accompanying

Regulations,

A revised Plant Law,

Pesticide Control Law with accompanying Regula-

tions.

+ Oversee the initiation of a programme geared to
increase patient satisfaction with services pro-
vided at the Health Services Department and the
improvement of the fees and collections process.

+ Implement a change in the organisational struc-
ture of the Health Services Department and moni-
tor the implementation of a Strategic Financial
Plan.

+ Monitor the implementation of the Master Health
Facilities Plan for the Islands.

* & o o

* o

¢ Support the continued upgrade of the physical
infrastructure in Cayman Brac and Little Cayman,
for example, Brac Museum, sports and recrea-
tional facilities and Little Cayman roads.

+ Promote the development of procedures for food
security and safety for the Cayman Islands and
the health and wellness of our population and
other natural resources,

+ Ensure effective strategies are in place for Radio
Cayman to increase revenue and become self-
sufficient,

+ Strengthen the measures to minimize passenger
inconvenience at local airports while maximising
aviation security,

+ Review the management structure and regulatory
processes of the Civil Aviation Authority.

Health Services

During the year a new fee schedule will be in-
troduced in two phases to more closely reflect the cost
of providing health care services.

Health Services Authority

It is intended that the Health Services will be-
come a statutory authority by the 1 July 2002. The
Authority will allow the services to operate as a busi-
ness and ensure the sustainability of the health care
delivery system that the community has come to ex-
pect.

Mental Health, Hospice and Geriatric Facilities

The provision of Mental Health, Hospice and
Geriatric Services will be enhanced with the commis-
sioning of new purpose built in-patient facilities
scheduled for completion by the middle of 2002.

District Administration

Efforts to encourage private sector business
investment on Cayman Brac will continue. The last
guarter of 2001 saw the start up of a Credit Union Of-
fice and an insurance company branch office. It is
hoped that this is just the beginning of a new trend.

A study of the endangered Brown Booby birds
has been completed. A report is to follow and recom-
mendations for protection of the birds will be imple-
mented.

Expansion of Nature Tourism attractions will
be undertaken for Little Cayman. The initial phase will
be the installation of viewing platforms, signage and
opening of historic footpaths. This has been made
possible with a grant from the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office and some internal funding.

Agriculture

A campaign labelled "Bringing Water to Life"
was launched at the recent Annual Agricultural Show
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and will demonstrate the potential for local aquacul-
ture development. It is intended to stimulate further
interest in the use of hydroponics in crop production at
the level of commercial farmers and home garden en-
thusiasts.

Following the completion of studies and con-
sultations with regards to the establishment of a Pes-
ticide Regulatory Authority, a new pesticide law with
its regulations will be presented to the Legislative As-
sembly. This will greatly enhance the protection of the
health of persons, plants and animals and that of the
natural environment.

Other legislative matters to be pursued in-
clude the amendments to the Animals Law and Regu-
lations that will modernise the Law, especially in re-
spect of animal owner responsibility and those matters
that pertain to neglect of and cruelty to animals. Addi-
tionally, a Bill will be produced that aims to provide the
Chief Agricultural and Veterinary Officer with greater
powers over the importation of plants, soil and grow-
ing media.

On Cayman Brac, capital works will improve
the infrastructure at the Spot Bay Office and also pro-
vide new crop demonstration activities for the benefit
of growers in Cayman Brac and those who will visit
from Little Cayman. Greater sharing of the Depart-
ment’'s technical expertise between Grand Cayman,
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is also planned.

Radio Cayman

The focus this year will be to enhance Radio
Cayman’s operational plant and increase revenue,
while maintaining an emphasis on local, educational,
cultural, informational and interactive programming,
for a better informed community.

Civil Aviation Authority

On the 28th November 1952, the first arrival
of a land-based aircraft occurred on Grand Cayman.
This event would set the stage for the buoyant devel-
opment of air transport and thus tourism in the Cay-
man Islands. This 50" anniversary milestone will be
celebrated throughout the latter months of this year
and will include the involvement of the schools,
churches and local industry partners. Historical aircraft
exhibitions will be held, as well as special events in-
volving the current aviation air transport providers.
Additionally, the Civil Aviation Authority will host the
first meeting of the Directors of Civil Aviation of the
Caribbean Region organised by the International Civil
Aviation Organization.

Efforts are continuing towards the preparation
of a major development programme over the next few
years to improve the aviation infrastructure at the
Owen Roberts International Airport.

Following the targeting of aviation as a means
of carrying out terrorist actions and threats over the
past several months, expanded initiatives have been
employed to strengthen the aviation security regime

worldwide. The Cayman Islands are no exception and
additional measures have also been implemented lo-
cally with directives and advice being provided by the
UK Department for Transport, and local and regional
governments.

While specific measures are being taken dur-
ing this era of heightened security, such measures will
become a normal part of the air transport processes
from the 1 January 2003. To this end, the Civil Avia-
tion Authority will redesign the passenger terminal
affecting these processes in order to minimize pas-
senger inconvenience while maximizing aviation secu-
rity.

In keeping with the standards and recom-
mended practices of international aviation, the struc-
ture of the management and regulation of civil aviation
in the Cayman Islands will be taken into focus this
year. Specifically, it is preferable if the entity providing
aviation services were separated from the body re-
sponsible for the regulatory processes of aviation.

MINISTRY OF TOURISM, ENVIRONMENT,
DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE

The Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Devel-
opment, and Commerce is currently developing the
guidelines and framework for the establishment of an
Investment Bureau and a Growth Management Board.

In 2002, the Ministry will pursue initiatives
aimed at facilitating the growth necessary to fuel the
local economy while being mindful of the impact de-
velopment has on the social and physical environment
of the Cayman Islands. The Vision 2008 project high-
lighted that residents of these Islands are cognizant of
the complex relationship that exists between progress
and preservation and want a more concerted effort to
ensure that these competing interests are openly and
effectively managed.

Cayman Islands Investment Bureau

The Investment Bureau is due to be estab-
lished by mid-year and will provide a one-stop-shop
for those interested in investing in the Cayman Is-
lands. The Bureau will provide prompt and efficient
service that is client focused and responsive to busi-
ness needs and trends. The Investment Bureau will
also seek to maximize the return on the Government’s
investments to promote abroad its two main industries
of tourism and financial services. To this end, it is the
intention of Government to establish Cayman Islands
Tourism and Investment Offices in London and New
York by November 2002. This will make greater use of
our resources abroad and, for the first time, include
direct representation of Cayman'’s financial services in
these two strategic foreign financial centres.
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Cayman Islands Growth Management Board

It has become apparent that there is a real
need to balance the competing interests of growth and
preservation. The Growth Management Board is pro-
gressing in the developmental stages. The Board will
be comprised of representatives from both the public
and private sectors who are well respected in the fol-
lowing areas: Environment, Culture, Tourism, Plan-
ning, Finance, Human Resources, Legal Services,
Customs and Utilities.

The board will consider potential development
projects of a minimum value of CI$250,000 and pro-
vide comprehensive advice, in consideration of the
disciplines represented at the board level, to the Ex-
ecutive Council. By consolidating representation from
all of the requisite authorities, the board is geared to
enhance existing safeguards, as all relevant authori-
ties will have equal and simultaneous access to infor-
mation. As an additional benefit streamlining the proc-
ess will strengthen the jurisdiction’s ability to promote
itself as having an efficient business environment
suitable for appropriate investors.

Tourism

The review and assessment of the Depart-
ment of Tourism (DoT) that was initiated last year is
continuing, and much progress has already been
made. The key building blocks are already in place for
the next phase of tourism management including the
recruitment of a new Director of Tourism with exten-
sive travel industry experience, and the restructuring
of the US operations of the Department of Tourism.
This ongoing restructuring has already resulted in a
downsizing of the US staff from 50 to 35 with annual
recurrent savings in salaries of over US$650,000.

The Strategic Objectives for 2002 include: -

0 The development and implementation of an
effective integrated marketing communica-
tions programme which recognizes the di-
verse needs of special stakeholders in the
Cayman Islands, and the improvement, main-
tenance and management of those tourism
products and services which provide the high-
est quality product experience for visitors.

0 The establishment of a policy framework to
guide the development, diversification and
management of the industry to ensure the
sustainability of tourism in the Cayman Is-
lands for future generations.

0 The Ministry of Tourism, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education, intends to develop
and implement an effective hospitality training
centre to provide the skilled, service oriented
workforce necessary to support sustainable
tourism in the Cayman Islands.

The past year was a difficult one for the local
tourism industry but under new leadership in the Min-
istry and Department, the public sector is changing to
meet the challenges and to attain a stronger, sustain-
able tourism sector for the Cayman Islands.

Quincentennial Celebrations Office

The Quincentennial Celebrations Project was
officially launched in January 2002. Already, a draft
programme is in place, the website has been
launched and various activities are underway to solicit
the widest public input for completing the programme
for the year of celebration.

The programme is founded on the Office’s
mission statement, which seeks to plan and co-
ordinate a dynamic and exciting celebration of the first
500 years of our recorded history.

The programme will provide events and activi-
ties, which cover our maritime heritage and our cul-
tural, historical and social developments.

Tourism Attractions Board

The Tourism Attractions Board continues to
tackle the challenge of making optimal use of Gov-
ernment owned land-based attractions while generat-
ing sufficient revenue to be self sufficient and relieve
Government of its related financial obligation. The
board has adopted site-specific measures to facilitate
this objective in 2002.

Botanic Park

At the Botanic Park, the nursery is being ex-
panded to increase local plant sales and fund raising
events such as the Orchid Show in February and
Mango Morning in August will be held.

During the year, Park staff will create a plant
display house at the Visitors’ Centre and widen the
plant labelling process in the gardens.

In addition, the Orchid Society will build a
small lab in the Nursery to facilitate orchid propaga-
tion. Cruise ship advertising began in January and
efforts are underway to increase visits to the Park via
the North Sound connection to Sand Point.

Pedro Castle

At Pedro Castle, the quadrangle will be roofed to cre-
ate an intimate rental space for small groups. The
Steadman Bodden House will be restored and offered
for rent to wedding parties. Cruise ship advertising will
run throughout the year and an economically pro-
duced information booklet on the site will be available
free of charge shortly. Additional tour groups from the
cruise ships are slated to begin this month and Disney
Cruise Line visits starting in May are projected to in-
crease visits by 30 percent.
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Pirates Week

Efforts will be made, through the Department
of Tourism, to resume overseas promotion of the Na-
tional Festival through Pirates Week representation at
travel promotions in the USA, and through discounted
travel packages at festival time. Plans are in train to
generate an economic impact study on the festival.

Cayman Turtle Farm

In light of the major damage sustained by the
Turtle Farm on 4 November 2001 in the wake of Hur-
ricane Michelle, the Government endorsed the Board
of Directors’ decision to relocate the Farm’s existing
seaside operation to the Farm’s property on the land
side.

A consortium of local firms has been commis-
sioned to carry out the design work for the relocation
and the application for outline planning approval has
been made for this project. The initial objective is the
completion by June of a new breeding pond to house
the remainder of the breeding stock.

The Farm’s secondary herd continues to be
stabilised, evaluated and counted. In light of the
losses suffered by the herd in November, processing
has been reduced in order to provide the Islands’
residents with a sustainable supply of turtle products.

Cayman Airways

In 2002, the Ministry, Board of Directors, and
Management of Cayman Airways will continue to plan,
evaluate and implement measures aimed at improving
the airline’s operations. The objective of the new
Cayman Airways Board of Directors is to operate a
financially viable airline, providing quality passenger
and cargo service, promoting economic development
in the Cayman Islands, while ensuring safety and reli-
ability as our number one priority.

The board’s immediate focus is on pursuing a
turn around strategy and developing with the support
of the airline’s management, a six-month governance
action plan which takes into consideration the airline’s
present precarious financial position and the eco-
nomic environment in which it operates.

The board believes that in order for the im-
plementation of any strategy to be successful, it is
imperative that senior management of Cayman Air-
ways Limited is involved in the development and exe-
cution. Consequently, the board has instructed man-
agement to develop a business plan covering 2002
and 2003 by February 2002. Future decisions on the
airline are largely dependent upon the extent to which
this primary task is met and complies with the man-
date given by the Board.

Environment

In 2002, the Department of Environment will
continue to assist the Ministry in the development and

implementation of policies and legislation that afford
protection to the environment.

In addition, the Department plans to build on,
and complete, the 2001 Marine Parks Review through
a public outreach programme and ultimately to imple-
ment those recommendations that will take the Cay-
man Islands' Marine Parks System into the 21* Cen-
tury.

Agricultural and Industrial Development Board/
Housing and Development Corporation

The Cayman Islands Development Bank
(CIDB) is now a reality—the law having been passed
last December. It is expected that the Bank will be
officially opened by March of this year.

The CIDB will continue in the tradition of its
forerunners—the Agricultural and Industrial Develop-
ment Board and the Housing and Development Cor-
poration—in improving various Government-supported
programmes such as the Guaranteed Home Mortgage
Scheme, the Student Loan Scheme and the Scholar-
ship Programme.

One of the emphases of the Development
Bank will be on housing, as it utilises funds from the
recently approved loan from the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank. The other is on providing credit, especially
for micro-entrepreneurial projects. In both instances,
lower income wage earners will be specifically tar-
geted.

Port Authority

With the continued soft economy, the Port Au-
thority forecasts no real increase in cargo tonnage in
2002 over the levels experienced last year. By con-
trast, the number of cruise ship passengers, which
grew by 17 percent to $1.21 million in 2001, is antici-
pated to again reach record levels in 2002.

The Port Authority has reviewed and revised
its plans for enhancing and expanding facilities at
George Town. Given the forecasted increases in
cruise ship passengers in the near future, the empha-
sis has now focused on upgrading our cruise facilities.
To this end, plans are being finalised for a new cruise
tender terminal, the Fort George Terminal, to be lo-
cated at the site of the present Watler Building. As a
second phase of development, the present North and
South cruise tender terminals will be redeveloped.

It is expected that construction of the Fort
George Terminal will begin in mid-2002. The Ministry,
in consultation with the Florida Caribbean Cruise As-
sociation is looking at the feasibility of a cruise ship
terminal in the district of West Bay.

It is the long-term vision of the Port Authority
to utilise the George Town Port exclusively for cruise
tourism. The cargo facility would be relocated to a
suitable site subject to a feasibility study.
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Fire Services

During 2002, in order to maintain the level of
competence and efficiency required to meet interna-
tional obligations, in particular the Airport Rescue and
Fire Fighting section, two officers will be attending
special advance courses at a recognized institution in
the UK. In addition, efforts are underway to bring in a
specialist trainer to conduct specific courses in Aircraft
Rescue and Fire fighting Tactics and Techniques for
the entire service. Staff in Little Cayman and Cayman
Brac will be brought to Grand Cayman for refresher
training.

The Department will continue to monitor
closely for overcrowding in nightclubs and other liquor
licence premises that routinely accommodate large
groups of people.

The Department will continue to work with the
proprietors of a local gas company to identify and up-
grade premises not in compliance with adopted Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas standards and to implement a
programme to address the growing problem of the
improper use and storage of small liquefied petroleum
gas cylinders, particularly among home owners.

Vehicle Licensing Unit

The Vehicle Licensing Unit is presently testing
a new computer system in order to increase security
and to discontinue time-consuming duplication of data
input.

The antiquated cash and deposit procedures
are also being reviewed to make them more efficient
and secure. Consideration is once again being given
to providing licensing services in Bodden Town.

CONCLUSION

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members,
as | now conclude my third and final Speech from the
Throne, | should like to record my thanks to the many
persons who were involved in the compilation, editing
and completion of the finished text.

As | shall not have the chance to address this
House again, | also wish to record my appreciation of
the courtesy and friendliness with which | have always
been greeted within this Assembly, whether on official
or unofficial occasions. | value my relationship with
you, the Legislators, and wish you all well in your im-
portant work as the democratic process deepens and
matures here in Cayman.

As you now embark on the First Meeting of
this new Session of the Legislative Assembly, | pray
that the wisdom and compassion of the Almighty will
inform and guide the deliberations that will take place
in this House. May the Lord continue to direct and nur-
ture the people of these lovely Islands.

Thank you.

DEPARTURE OF
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

[His Excellency the Governor, preceded by the Ser-
jeant-at-Arms and the Honourable Speaker, followed
by Mrs. Smith, the Aide-de-Camp, the Hon Chief Jus-
tice, Mrs. Sanderson, Kamaal Connolly, and the Min-
ister depart from the Chamber]

SPEAKER’S PROCESSION

[The Honourable Speaker returns to the Chamber]
Proceedings resumed at 11.16 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed. | now call upon the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to move the appropriate Mo-
tion.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Motion for the Deferral of Debate
On the Throne Speech

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to move:

“BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable
Legislative Assembly records its grateful thanks
to His Excellency The Governor, for the address
delivered at this meeting.

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that debate
on the address delivered by His Excellency The
Governor, be deferred until Wednesday, 20 Febru-
ary 2002”.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Leader. The
guestion before the House now is that the House do
record its gratitude to His Excellency The Governor
and that the debate on the Throne Speech be de-
ferred until Wednesday, 20 February 2002. If there is
no debate, | shall put the question, all those in favour,
please say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. The debate is ac-
cordingly deferred until Wednesday.

Agreed: This Honourable Legislative Assembly
records its grateful thanks to His Excellency the
Governor for the address delivered at the meeting
and further that the debate on the Address deliv-
ered by His Excellency the Governor be deferred
until Wednesday 20 February 2002.
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The Speaker: At this time | propose to take a 30-

minute suspension and | would wish for all Members

to meet me in the Committee Room at 11.30 am.
Proceedings suspended at 11.18 am

Proceedings resumed at 11.57 am

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are

resumed. Before Madam Clerk rises, | wish to ac-

knowledge the presence of the former U.S. Secretary

of Transportation from the Clinton Administration, Mr.

Rodney Slater, who is sitting in our VIP Lounge, and |

welcome him to the Cayman Islands’ Parliament.
Madam Clerk.

OTHER BUSINESS
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS

PRIVATE MEMBER’S MOTION NO. 2/02

Amendment to Standing Order 32(6) of the Legis-
lative Assembly Standing Orders (1997 Revision)

The Speaker: The Fourth Elected Member for the
district of West Bay.

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr. Madam
Speaker.

| would like to move Private Member’'s Motion
No. 2/02, which is entitled, Amendment to Standing
Order 32(6) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Or-
ders (1997 Revision) and it reads: -

! “BE IT RESOLVED THAT in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order 87, Standing
Order 32(6) be amended as set out in the attached
draft proposal”.

Thank you,

The Speaker: Is there a seconder?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, | beg to
second the Motion.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. In
accordance with the provision of Standing Order
87(3), the question is that the Motion be referred to
the Standing Orders Committee.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

! See|Report of Standing Orders Committee, [page 17

Agreed: Private Member’'s Motion No. 2/02 stands
referred to the Standing Orders Committee.

The Speaker: It is also my understanding that the
Committee wishes to meet this afternoon. | would call
on the Honourable First Official Member to so confirm.

Hon. James M. Ryan: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Notice is now being prepared for the calling of
the Select Committee on the Standing Orders at 2
o’clock this afternoon.

The Speaker: | now call on the Honourable Leader of
Government Business to bring the Motion for the Ad-
journment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | move
the adjournment of this Honourable House until
Wednesday, 20 February 2002 at 10 am.

The Speaker: Thank you. The question is that this
Honourable House do now adjourn until Wednesday,
20 February 2002 at 10 am. All those in favour please
say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 12 noon the House stood adjourned until
Wednesday, 20 February 2002 at 10 am.
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The Speaker: | invite the Honourable Member for the
district of East End to grace us with prayers.

PRAYERS

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; Charles,
Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family. Give grace to
all who exercise authority in our Commonwealth, that
peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and
piety may be established among us. Especially we
pray for the Governor of our Islands, the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, Official Members and Minis-
ters of Executive Council and Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, that we may be enabled faithfully to per-
form the responsible duties of our high office. All this
we ask for Thy great name’s sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together: Our
Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 11.42 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are re-
sumed.

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

THE SPEAKER: | have received apologies for the
Honourable Minister responsible for Planning, Com-
munication, Works and Information Technology.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
AND OF REPORTS

Report of the Standing Orders Committee to Con-

sider the Proposed Amendment to Standing Order

32(6) of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders
(1997 Revision)

The Speaker: The Honourable First Official Member.

Hon. James M. Ryan: Madam Speaker, on Friday, 15
February 2002, this Honourable Legislative Assembly
agreed in accordance with the provisions of Standing
Order 87(3), that Private Member’s Motion No. 2/02, be
referred to the Standing Orders Committee.

The Motion was accompanied by a draft of the
proposed amendment which reads:

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT, in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order 87, Standing
Order 32(6) be amended as set out in the attached
draft proposal.

That Standing Order 32(6) which reads: “32(6)
No Member at any one time may speak on any de-
bate for any period of time which, exclusive of
breaks, exceeds four hours”, be deleted and the fol-
lowing substituted therefor: “32(6) No Member at any
one time may speak on any debate for any period of
time which, exclusive of breaks, exceeds two hours”.

The Motion was moved by Mr. Cline Glidden,
Jr., the Fourth Elected Member for West Bay and sec-
onded by Mr. Rolston Anglin, the Second Elected
Member for West Bay.

Minutes of Proceedings

The minutes of proceedings are attached to
the report hereto.

Committee’s Recommendations

The Committee met on Friday, 15 February
2002 and agreed by Majority that Standing Order 32(6)
which reads: “No Member at any one time may
speak on any debate for any period of time which,
exclusive of breaks, exceeds four hours”, be de-
leted and the following be substituted therefor: “32(6)
No Member at any one time may speak on any de-
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bate for any period of time, which exclusive of
breaks, exceeds two hours”.

The Committee agrees that this Report be the
Report of the Standing Orders Committee to be laid on
the Table of this Honourable House. Accordingly, | beg
to lay the Report of the Standing Orders Committee on
the Table of this Honourable House.

The Speaker: So ordered. Does the Honourable
Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. James M. Ryan: No, Madam Speaker, no further
than | have already read the Report. However, with
your permission | now wish to move the Motion.

The Speaker: So ordered.

Hon. James M. Ryan: Madam Speaker, in accordance
with the provision of Standing Order 74(5), | move that
the recommendations contained in the Report be
adapted.

The Speaker: Is there a seconder?

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, | beg to
second the Motion.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker.
Yes, Second Elected Member for

The Speaker:
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: The Report is op-
posed.

The Speaker: If | may refer to Standing Orders 74(5),
it says, “The report or special report together with a
copy of the minutes of the proceedings of a select
committee shall be presented to the House by the
chairman or Member of the committee acting on
his behalf, and shall be recorded in the minutes of
proceedings of the House as having being so pre-
sented and the chairman or any Member may,
forthwith and without notice, move that the rec-
ommendations contained therein be adopted,
modified or rejected, and if the Motion is seconded
and unopposed the Presiding Officer may forthwith
and without debate put the question thereon.”
The Motion has been opposed by the Second Elected
Member for George Town. | shall put the question as
the question is that the Report be hereby adopted.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: No.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. Is there a call for a
Division? Second Elected Member for George Town.

Point of Order

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, on a
point of order.

The Speaker: Please let me hear your point of order.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: It is in relation to the
procedure which is required by Standing Order 74(5).

What the Standing Order, in my view, indicates
is that if a Motion is brought moving the adoption,
modification, or rejection of the report and the report is
then seconded, it is only in a case where the report
proceeds unopposed, that the presiding officer is enti-
tled to forthwith and without debate, put the question.

Madam Speaker, the Report was opposed and
therefore, in my respectful submission, before the
guestion can properly be put, there has to be an oppor-
tunity for debate on the Motion.

The Speaker: | take your point of order Honourable
Member. The Floor is how open for debate. The Sec-
ond Elected Member for the district of George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

When this Honourable House sat to hear the
delivery of the Throne Speech last Friday, immediately
following the delivery of the Throne Speech with very
little notice to Members on this side of the Floor, Pri-
vate Member’'s Motion 2/02 was moved by the Fourth
Elected Member for West Bay and seconded by the
Second Elected Member for West Bay.

That Motion reads as follows: -“BE IT RE-
SOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of
Standing Order 87, Standing Order 32(6) be
amended as set out in the draft attached proposal”.
Which reads . . .

The Speaker: Honourable Member, if 1 may, | would
ask if you would exercise with caution and refrain from
resurrecting the debate that ensued on a Motion that a
vote has already been taken and passed, seeing that
the Motion was passed unanimously and there was no
division called on that particular Motion on Friday of
last week. Please proceed accordingly.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | was simply trying to read the text of the Mo-
tion so that my debate would be understood. May |
proceed to do that, Madam Speaker?

The Speaker: Honourable Member that Motion was
discussed at length and has been put to bed. | would
invite you to discuss on the relevancy of your objection.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: | am in your hands,
Madam Speaker.

As a result of that Motion—on which there was
no debate—the question of a proposed amendment to
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Standing Order 32(6) stood referred to the Standing
Orders Committee. A meeting of the Standing Orders
Committee was called immediately following the rising
of the House. During the course of the deliberations of
that Committee a number of issues were raised. The
result was that a number of the Members of that Com-
mittee (the First Elected Member for George Town, the
Elected Member for East End, the Elected Member for
North Side and ) took issue with the proposed
amendment. | should note that the Third Elected Mem-
ber for Bodden Town was off the Island and therefore
not in attendance.

Our position was that to amend the Standing
Order in the manner proposed, which would reduce the
length of time a Member is entitled to speak on any
debate from four hours to two hours, without affording
the Minority Members of this Honourable House some
protection—some written assurance contained within
the Standing Orders themselves—that their right to
equal and adequate time to debate matters was a
situation which we could not agree with.

Madam Speaker, generally speaking, none of
us had any real issue with the reduction of the time.
However, we felt that there were some Motions such
as the debate on the Throne Speech and the Budget
that may well warrant more than simply two hours. But
our fundamental disagreement with what is being pro-
posed is that we have sat on this side of this Honour-
able House and since the 8 November 2001, the
Standing Orders of this Honourable House, which re-
late to the giving of notice, have been suspended 39
times. The alacrity with which the Government sus-
pends Standing Orders, we fear, may well find us in
the position that while we are limited in our debate to
two hours, they have the ability under the Standing
Orders to suspend Standing Order 32(6), thereby giv-
ing their Members the ability to debate indefinitely on
any matter they so choose.

So, we suggested that to afford all Members of
this Honourable House equal and adequate time to
debate all issues—so that there would be no question
that our right to speak would be curtailed, and the right
of Members of the Government to speak would be ca-
pable of extension indefinitely—we should write into
the relevant Standing Orders a provision to the effect
that the suspension of that Standing Order 32(6) to
extend the debate of any Member should be subject to
your discretion. And that you should only exercise that
discretion if you are satisfied that to do so would not
result in an infringement of the rights of the Opposition
to free speech and equal time to debate all issues.

We also noted that if in fact the time for all de-
bates was to be shortened to two hours there should
be provision for the borrowing of time between Mem-
bers. This happens in some other parliaments. This
provision would actually facilitate and expedite the
business of this Honourable House, as both the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition would then be in a position
to designate the Member who is best suited to debate
a particular issue, knowing full well that that individual

would have adequate time to deal with the matter
comprehensively. And, if the two hours proved inade-
guate they could borrow their required extension from
other Members who were like-minded on that particular
Motion.

We put these points across and we were given
leave pursuant to Standing Order 74(3)(h) to put in a
concise written statement of our reasons for such dis-
sent. That was on Friday evening. We went to work
and we prepared that concise written statement of the
reasons for our dissent and submitted it to the Clerk.
The meeting which had been set up from the previous
Friday was duly convened on Monday at 3 pm to con-
sider our dissenting statement.

Madam Speaker, | know you are aware of this
because you were there. Astonishingly, however, hav-
ing considered the written statement that we had sub-
mitted in accordance with the relevant Standing Order,
the Committee chose to reject it. There was an attempt
by some Members of the Committee to incorporate
some parts of the reasons for dissent. | am not sure
where it would have been incorporated, but | believe
they had in mind incorporating it into the main report.
There were some who had fundamental problems with
the proposal that the extension of the relevant Stand-
ing Order to give additional time to Members should be
within the discretion of the Speaker.

And so | am still struggling to understand how
we arrived at a situation, whereby leave is given by the
Committee for us to prepare a dissenting report but
because having seen the dissenting report it did not
accord with what the Government wished. The report is
not appended to the report of the Standing Orders
Committee.

The Speaker: Honourable Member instead of referring
to Government, it would be more accurate to say the
Majority of the Committee.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: | am grateful to you
Madam Speaker—the Majority of the Committee.

| suppose the problem is that the Committee
seems to believe, or at least some dominant Members
of the Committee seem to believe that the other Mem-
bers of the Opposition, including myself, are only enti-
tled to dissent if our dissension finds favour with them.
That, in my respectful submission, makes a mockery of
the whole process.

| did not, nor did any other Member of the Op-
position, expect the Government to agree with the re-
port that we have prepared. Neither did we expect our
dissenting report to be adopted by the Committee. The
whole point of the exercise and the whole reason why
there is relevant Standing Order dealing with a dissent-
ing report, is because the Standing Orders recognise
that in a legislature which is supposedly governed by
democratic principles, those who have the Minority
view will always be out-voted. However, the right to put
forward that dissenting view is championed and held
sacred. The exercise by the Standing Orders Commit-
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tee on Monday, in my respectful submission, has
driven a coach and horses through this fundamental
principle.

We are now at a point where our right to dis-
sent and to have that dissension recorded and tabled
in this Honourable House has been abrogated.

There are some Members of the Standing Or-
ders Committee who have a skewed view of what de-
mocracy is all about. The only bit of it that they under-
stand is that the Majority rules. | accept that. The Ma-
jority rules, but the protection of the rights of the Minor-
ity is critical to the whole democratic process. It is fun-
damental and when we become intolerant of the other
person’s opinions and views and intolerant of his right
to state his views, we are walking down the road to
authoritarianism.

Madam Speaker, there is a reason why we
have Standing Orders. If the rules were pure and sim-
ple Majority rules we would need none of this. But
every Member of this House is supposed to be gov-
erned by these rules. The reason they are there in writ-
ing is that when we start the game we know what the
rules are and we are all supposed to play by them. The
rules are not made for the Majority, in fact, their func-
tion is principally to protect the Minority because the
Majority, as the Minister for Tourism and the Fourth
Elected Member for West Bay are fond of saying, ‘The
Majority rules! They can do what they want'.

Point of Order

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: On a point of order, Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, | have lis-
tened carefully to the Second Elected Member for
George Town and we are supposed to be debating the
Report of the Standing Orders Committee. He is talking
about totalitarianism and all this stuff. The Member is
way off the topic. He is doing as he did in his submis-
sion on Monday; talking about things outside the scope
of the exercise and simply playing politics trying to
rouse the public.

The Speaker: | have listened to your point of order.
The Second Elected Member for George Town | would
draw your attention to Standing Order 36(1) and ask
that if it is your desire to continue your debate, to do so
within the ambit of that Standing Order.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As a result of this amendment, we are in a
situation where we are without the ability given to the
Chair; to you, Madam Speaker, which we sought—and
given the propensity of the Government to suspend
these Standing Orders, our right to dissent and to be
given equal time to debate issues is at severe risk.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker.
The Speaker: Is there a point of order?
Point of Clarification

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, on a
point of clarification, | would like to ask the Chair. . .

The Speaker: Would the Honourable Second Elected
Member give way to the Minister of Community Af-
fairs?

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: No, Madam Speaker. If
he has a point of order let him make it. | shall shortly
conclude and then he can say what he wishes to say.

The Speaker: Please conclude, because under the
provisions in Erskine May, if a Member stands to make
for elucidation or clarification, one cannot make a
guantum leap to go to a point of order unless it is a
separate point of order. So please proceed.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, in
concluding, for completeness | would refer to the min-
utes of the Standing Orders Committee of the meeting
held on Monday, 18 February 2002. In particular to the
Motion which was moved by the Honourable W.
McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, Minister for Tourism, to de-
lete paragraph 3 of the dissenting statement and ulti-
mately as a result of objections raised, the Motion was
amended by the same Minister that the entire dissent-
ing statement be rejected.
| wish to record that those who voted for the

rejection of the dissenting statement were:

Honourable Juliana Y. O’Connor-Connolly, JP
Honourable W. McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP
Honourable Linford A. Pierson, OBE, JP
Honourable Roy Bodden

Honourable Gilbert A. McLean

Dr. the Honourable Frank McField

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin

Those who voted against the rejection of the
dissenting statement were:

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts, JP
Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.
Ms. Edna M. Moyle, JP
Mr. V. Arden McLean

Absent from the vote were:
Honourable George A. McCarthy, OBE, JP

Honourable David F. Ballantyne,
Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks
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Mr. Anthony S. Eden [who was, as | said earlier,
off the Island].

Madam Speaker, | believe | have now set the
record straight. | believe we all now know what the
Members on this side objected to, what they proposed
as an alternative, and the view taken by the Standing
Orders Committee.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush:
Speaker.

| doubt that this Government will ever do any-
thing that those on that side [the Opposition] will agree
to.

Thank you, Madam

A Motion was brought and there was a unani-
mous decision to carry it to Standing Orders Commit-
tee. | do not need to go through all that happened but |
can tell you that there was a tremendous amount of
time on Friday and Monday on this matter. Approxi-
mately over five hours were spent haggling over a
supposition on the part of the Opposition.

In the first instance in the meeting they had
nothing to say. On the break they came back with a
position that we must not cut from four hours to two
hours but cut from four hours to three hours on the
Throne Speech and Budget Debate. They also wanted
to be able to use their terminology ‘borrow time’, which
| believe that is done in the United States House of
Representatives. | do not know about it being a Com-
monwealth procedure or a Westminster form of Gov-
ernment procedure.

Madam Speaker, they wanted an assurance
that a Speaker should have the discretion to allow
Members to speak longer than two hours. Well, this
would be defeating the whole purpose of the action to
cut down on the long speeches by the majority of us on
every item in this Honourable Legislature to save time.
That is the purpose of trying to cut back on the
speeches.

However, we are not going to save time, as
you can hear, because the Opposition speaks and
counts every word; they draw out every item; they
complain about every suspension no matter how well
meaning it is or how much it is done to facilitate the
Government, which must be done. Then there is the
Member who just sat down who enjoys calling my Min-
istry or me into question and talks about democracy—
however, whether we like it or not the Majority of Mem-
bers form the Government.

The Government must be reasonable. That is
the tenant of democracy but it does not say anywhere
that a government must be kicked in the back; kicked
in the face; slapped down every opportunity that the
Opposition gets and we sit back and say, ‘What nice
guys the Opposition are and what bad boys we are as
a government!” It does not work that way. The Majority

is the Government and that is what democracy says in
our Westminster style of government, and we must be
reasonable.

There is no unreasonableness in what the
Government is doing. In fact, we have talked about it
for a long time, but no one had the gumption. We all
wanted that same opportunity — to get up and make the
long four-hour speeches. Who is to say if you give
them the right in the Standing Orders to get more time
— because they are afraid that the Government is going
to stop them — that we are not going to get a Speaker
at some point who will say to the Government, “No you
should not have that same right” if you gave that pre-
rogative to the Speaker.

There is no question before this Honourable
House to take away any right of the Minority. The ac-
tion taken to cut speeches from four hours to two hours
binds the Majority (the Government) as it binds the Mi-
nority (the Opposition). Equal time will be theirs as it
will be ours, no more, no less. That is what is con-
tained in the amended Standing Order.

Madam Speaker, the confusion of borrowing
time, what would it do for us? Confuse the whole sys-
tem! We already have a shortage of staff in this Legis-
lature and an abundance of committees and work that
we cannot get to, yet they are stifling the work by talk-
ing about borrowing time?

This whole effort of theirs was to confuse the
situation because they could not live with the two hours
so they gave you several scenarios, knowing full well
that the Government could not accept them. They think
they are smart but they are no smarter than the Mem-
bers on this side.

In the Select Committee | said that they could
make a report, because that is what it contains; prac-
tice and procedure. Also Standing Order 74(h) of the
Standing Orders specifically states that, “A Member of
a select committee dissenting from the report of a
majority of that committee may, by its leave, put in
a concise written statement of his reasons for such
dissent, and such statement shall be appended to
the report”.

The Committee allowed that by saying first of
all that their statement had to be brought back so that it
could be considered by the Committee. What else
could happen? That is what is supposed to happen.

As a matter of administrative procedure and in-
terpretation, it is clear that the intent of the Standing
Order is to ensure that the dissenting member(s) of the
Select Committee has the leave of the Majority of that
committee to submit such concise written statement of
his (or their) reasons for dissent. And that he (or they)
would enjoy such leave at all times.

That is to say that the majority of a select
committee may give leave to a Member(s) in the minor-
ity to submit a dissenting report, and that such consent
or leave to submit the dissenting report must continue
until such time as the final report is actually submitted
or tabled.
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It is unfathomable to suggest that where leave
is given to submit a report, and such dissenting report
is submitted with contents which would cause more
division, which is derogatory, inflammatory, or other-
wise inappropriately critical of the Majority’s position,
then it is within the remit of the majority of the Select
Committee pursuant to Standing Order 74(h), in my
opinion, to withdraw its leave consent, et cetera, for
such dissenting report to be appended to the final re-
port prior to the tabling of the Majority report.

To suggest that the majority of the Committee
would not have this ability to withdraw the said leave in
the circumstances outlined would be to render the
Standing Order impracticable, insofar as dissenting
Members would be completely at liberty to state in
whatever manner desired, without the Majority of the
Committee having any recourse whatsoever no matter
how incorrect, divisive or inappropriate such dissenting
report maybe.

Now, the Second Elected Member from
George Town who somehow thinks that he is the ‘Law
Bible’ in this House and who is really ‘wet and green
behind the ears, maybe green all over must learn
practice and procedure first. That is what binds this
Legislature and all Parliaments.

Further, to suggest that the Government may,
by suspension of Standing Order 32(6), abuse the time
limit set out therein by allowing itself and its Members
substantial extensions of time permitted for speaking
while limiting the position of the Opposition to sufficient
debating time, is to attribute the Government with un-
democratic practice and label the Government as un-
fair.

Such a statement is—well, Madam Speaker,
there you go [inaudible comment in background] —
that is the type of person we have to deal with. Such a
statement is further inflammatory as it seems to sug-
gest that the Honourable Speaker’s discretion in the
matter of the suspension of the Standing Order will
somehow be fettered. | think that is the most serious
and inappropriate contention.

It was agreed at that meeting on Friday that
the setting report of the minority Members of the Select
Committee would be considered by the Majority of the
Committee. Clearly, such consideration was to be
given pursuant to Standing Order 74(4)(h) insofar as
the Committee then intended to determine whether the
dissenting report would be appended to the final report
to be tabled. Had there been no discretion in the matter
and no opportunity to consider the substance of their
report, no opportunity for consideration would have
arisen in the first place.

So, Madam Speaker, accordingly, Standing
Order 74(4)(h) (read together with the fact that the
meeting of Friday, 15 February 2002 provided for a
consideration by the Committee of the dissenting re-
port, and given the inflammatory content of the third
paragraph of the dissenting report), gives clear sub-
stantial equivocal basis for the majority of the Select
Committee to reject the appending of the dissenting

statement prior to the tabling of the report of the Select
Committee by withdrawing its leave so to do. It is abso-
lutely clear and the Members on that side may huff and
puff as long as they want, but this House of stone
stands! And | hear them groaning, but they can con-
tinue to do that too.

Madam Speaker, the Member has once again
tried to deride and cry down the Government by talking
about the suspension of Standing Orders. But those
Standing Orders, such as giving of notice to be able to
take a matter through all of its stages, have not been
done for the first time. | do not know how many times it
was done during last year alone, but it was done a lot
of times. This is my fifth term in this House and you
can believe there have been many times when sus-
pensions have been taken on many different matters,
but never in recent times to allow anyone to speak
longer. That is the crux of the matter. He would like
everyone to believe that the whole legislature system is
crumbling after he stopped running from the Back
Bench on 8 November 2001. Madam Speaker, it is
hard to believe, but | can tell you it will not happen.

So, | do not think that any right of the Minority
is abused or taken away, or fettered in any shape or
form, except the right to speak for four hours. And that
right is also taken away from all of us on this side,
every one of us. Now, | will wait to hear what the others
have to say, but | do not think the Government is doing
anything wrong here today. So, with that we would
hope that the Report stands. Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to speak?
The Second Elected Member for the district of
West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

This Report which is now before us has come
about because there was a general feeling that the
workings of the House needed to be more efficient in
order to deliver to the public of these Islands more ef-
fective governance.

Certainly, most Members would agree that we
do need to have a reduction in the time. When you set
the parameters, what might ordinarily take a person
four hours to say, if persons know they only have two
hours they more than likely will get it all said. In my
campaign manifesto on page 12, we campaigned on
this exact issue saying that we would try to improve the
efficiency within the Legislature by reducing the debate
to two hours per Member.

Madam Speaker, there was much said by the
Second Elected Member for George Town, some of
which, if not replied to, would leave within the minds of
those who do not understand the exercise that brought
about this Report, a certain opinion or conclusion. In
my humble submission that may not be accurate.

In fact, | call on the Honourable Minister for
Education to quickly try to get within our school system
some teachings of the way in which our country works.
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For if we leave it up to the Second Elected Member for
George Town, by the time we are through in November
2004 the public will be so confused that they would not
know whether they are coming or going.

The Speaker: Is that your opinion Honourable Mem-
ber?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: That is my opinion, Madam
Speaker.

First of all, there was mention made to sus-
pensions of Standing Orders. | believe it is true to say
that the Standing Order currently being amended was
not suspended in the year 2001. Where is the prece-
dent, as lawyers would say, that led that Member to
infer that other suspensions of Standing Orders would
imply that the Government or any other government
would suspend this particular Standing Order? In fact, |
would dare say that if we checked the records this par-
ticular Standing Order has probably been waived once
or twice over the last decade.

Madam Speaker, on the issue of borrowing
time, those in the listening public who do not under-
stand parliamentary practice need to understand that in
places where time is borrowed, speakers, in compari-
son to those in Cayman, have an insignificant amount
of time to speak in the first place. In the United States
you can borrow time but each member can only speak
for five minutes. That is why you borrow time because
another Member may need to speak for, say, a half
hour which would be a long time under their system.

Certainly we get a view of what the Opposition
would seemingly want to provide to this country in
terms of leadership if they were the Government. This
shows a complete lack of understanding of parliamen-
tary practice and procedure to imply that in a jurisdic-
tion where there are two hours already for a Member to
debate, that we are now going to allow the time to be
borrowed.

Where time is borrowed, there is an insignifi-
cant amount of time allotted to Members in the first
instance in relation to Cayman. The Members in those
places, yes, they borrow time because their time is ex-
tremely short. Every other territory that hears of the
speaking time in the Cayman Islands has a quiet laugh
because they see it as being so ridiculously long.

Madam Speaker, the Standing Orders of this
House should be clearly understood. They are the
rules by which this House operates. They are not de-
signed primarily to protect Minority Members. Provi-
sions are in Standing Orders to protect every single
one of us. There are provisions in these Standing Or-
ders for us to make personal statements; to make
statements of clarity; for Ministers of Government to
make statements; there are rules of debate; there are
rules for committees; the Standing Orders Committee,
the Public Accounts Committee, the Business Commit-
tee, the House Committee. They are rules!

The inference by the Second Elected Member
for George Town is that the Standing Orders, as he

said, were there to protect the Minority. So, what will
the public believe if we are here amending them? That
the Majority of the Standing Orders Committee must
be, if you are amending them, taking away that protec-
tion?

There is also another matter that the Member
brought up when he said that some Members of the
Committee seem to have fundamental problems with
the Minority report. | was one of the Majority Members
who voted for that not to be appended to the report. He
read the list of persons who voted to not have that in-
cluded in this report, | think it was some nine persons.
All, not some, Members had a fundamental problem
with the dissenting report.

| can say here in the record that | do have a
fundamental problem with the way in which the Second
Elected Member for George Town gets up in this
House filibusters and misleads the public with this non-
sense! | have pointed out three points, the foundation
of his debate, none of which, in my mind, makes any
sense and some of which are misleading. | repeat
them, Madam Speaker. Firstly, Standing Order 32(6)
was not waived. It was never requested to be sus-
pended during the year 2001. So, in my humble sub-
mission, there is no reason for anyone to infer that this
is now going to be the case. | challenge that Member
to do the research and report back to this House how
many times that Standing Order has been waived in
the last ten years.

The issue of borrowing time has to do with ju-
risdictions where there is an insignificant amount of
time anyway, and so when the parties involved seek to
have one particular member speak on an issue, they
do borrow time.

As | said, if you speak to most people in the
Commonwealth, their Parliament allows one quarter of
an hour of debate time, that is, 15 minutes. We are
lowering debate time from four hours to two hours. Two
hours is still a lot of time.

Madam Speaker, | have never been accused
of being at a loss for words. | could easily have de-
bated matters in this House beyond the four hours. |
have gone the four hours on issues already. | could
have said a whole lot more relevant matters in regards
to certain of those Motions, but did | go and say to the
Majority, “Well you know | could go on for another half
hour or another hour, let us suspend the Standing Or-
der?” No! This Standing Order is one that | think all
reasonable Members of this House recognise as one

that . . . Listen, there is no need for any suspensions;
two hours are still more than enough time to debate
any issue.

| would also like to say that where there is
properly organised party politics you find that each
Member of those parties gets up and makes a point.
That is why they can survive with allowing their Mem-
bers to speak for only five minutes—because each
Member gets up and makes a separate point.

| believe there are still enough Members in this
House to properly debate any issue that comes before
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it within two hours, per Member. That is more than
enough time. There are five Members who are not on
the Government Bench. Five times 2 make 10. That
makes 10 hours for them to speak on a particular mat-
ter.

Madam Speaker, | would like to put this whole
matter into some semblance of perspective. Under
what was Standing Order 32(6), each Member could
speak for four hours. Under the Standing Orders, Back
Bench Members can bring three Motions per sitting to
this House. There are 18 Members in this House. If 18
Members spoke for four hours that would be 72 hours.
We work here for some four-and-a-half hours a day,
that equates to somewhere around 15 days if each
Member utilises his four hours. If each Back Bench
Member were to bring three Motions, that would be 30
Motions. Thirty Motions, times 15 days, add up to a lot
of days.

Within the provisions of our Standing Orders, if
every Member brought three Motions, and if every sin-
gle Member debated for four hours, we would be here
for over a year. That is how we would run the country.
Needless to say, there would be no running of the
country. People do not go to the polls every four years
to elect us for that. They elect us to come here to be
concise and do their business: we are here at the will
of the people. As | said earlier, this was in my cam-
paign manifesto. So, | think it is clear that this is one of
the points that | was elected on. The people want the
country to be run more efficiently. We see that there is
a need to improve in this particular area.

In conclusion | would like to say that the Re-
port is the report of the Majority of the Committee. Nine
persons voted against the dissenting Report. | think
that the listening public would clearly understand that
there is a need for us to be more efficient.

| admit | have spoken for four hours. | sec-
onded this Motion. Two hours is more than enough
time. There has been no infringement on the rights of
the Minority. There is nothing here that would lead us
to conclude accurately that there is anything undemo-
cratic about this Motion or this Report. In fact, it is get-
ting more towards what democracy should be.

It should be about efficient representation to
constituents. It should be about us being in and out of
here in a timely manner; being effective; being out
there in our communities with our people offering them
the representation that they deserve. Not to be in here
filibustering; not to be in here misleading the public, but
to be out there doing work for them. That is what we
are being paid to do. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to speak?
The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| rise to debate the Motion that is currently before us.
That is to accept the Report of the Standing Orders
Committee. | am cognisant of the fact that | am allowed
four hours now, but | will not take that. | also recognise

that | am ‘wet behind the ears but | am certainly not
green all over: today | am in grey. (Members’ laughter)

When | was elected to this Honourable House | too
campaigned on the basis that time for debate must be
shortened. | will not retract that because, other than
being here, there is need to get on with the work of the
country that is required of the 18 Members of this Hon-
ourable House. So much so, that | further proposed—
and | had recent discussions with Members of the
United Democratic Party, particularly the Minister for
Health—the possibility of this House sitting later in the
day to facilitate the Ministers and Official Members get-
ting the work done. Of course, there are other issues
that need to be addressed, but | say that only to point
out that | support efficiency and effectiveness, which
reducing the hours of debate in this Honourable House
would bring about.

| did not, and | do not believe any other Mem-
ber of the Opposition has any fundamental problem
with reducing the hours of debate. My dissent was on
the basis that there are times when one may find the
need for an extended debating period and in those cir-
cumstances | still believe that the Presiding Officer
should have the discretion, once petitioned, to extend it
or not to extend it.

Madam Speaker, we are talking about how
much time each Member is allotted (the two hours) and
while | am no mathematician, |1 do know that if the five
Opposition Members were to speak for two hours each
on any issue that would equate to ten hours. However,
if the Opposition elected to appoint one individual to
speak on their behalf and the Presiding Officer has the
discretion to extend that, for say, half hour, that would
only be two and a half and there would be no repeti-
tion.

So, what the Opposition is driving at is to get
that provision in to further save time and it would also
save time on the part of the Government. That is how
many parliaments are conducted.

The Second Elected Member for West Bay
talked about the borrowing and the adding up of time,
comparing it to United States of America and their Par-
liament, saying how much time we would be wasting in
here if everyone exercised the right to bring the allotted
amount of Motions and the likes. | would like to draw to
the attention of this Honourable House that yes, in
America there is a specific insignificant amount of time
for debate. | believe it is somewhere around five min-
utes on an individual basis if they all speak.

Let us do some mathematics: | will show that
you cannot compare the Cayman Islands with America
when it comes to an individual debate because the
House of Congress has 100 Senators. There are 500
minutes on each debate, eight days. The House of
Representatives has approximately 324 members. So,
on each debate, if the 324 members were given five
minutes that would be 27 days. The reason it is lower
there is because Parliament is bigger. Here Parliament
is made up of 18 Members which justifies having the
allotted time a little longer.
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Madam Speaker, | totally agree that in other ju-
risdictions within the Caribbean it is even lower. For
instance, in the Jamaican parliament it is one hour, but
upon petition from the Leader of the Government, or
the Leader of the Opposition, the Presiding Officer has
the discretion to extend by half-an-hour. That is all we
were asking. When we reflect on the past year there
was no time in this Honourable House (that | am aware
of, other than the Throne Speech and Budget Ad-
dress), that the Majority of Members in this Honourable
House spoke for four hours—very few times. So, there
is no evidence to prove that anyone wants to stand up
here for four hours under normal circumstances.

However, the provision that the Opposition
wanted to ensure was that the discretion was available
and that it is not subjective to the Majority giving it,
which is how it is by the suspension of the Standing
Orders.

| heard the Minister for Tourism say that this is
the ‘House of stone’. | say to the Minister for Tourism,
the Leader of Government Business, that an injustice
is an injustice and ‘majority might does not make ma-
jority right’. I did not make that up. A very learned indi-
vidual by the name of Robert A. Dahl in his book on
Democracy said that.

I understand how this works. No one needs to
tell me how the Majority and the Minority work. Obvi-
ously, the Government is the Majority and it is the
Government's job to run the country. In so saying, the
Government must have its way, but the Opposition
(Minority) must also have its say. When the Minority’s
say is encroached upon and prevented, then we are no
longer a democracy.

Madam Speaker, when the political leader of
this country can get up in this Honourable House and
say that this is a ‘House of stone’, it is not good for our
people. | wonder how the Government thought that we,
the five Members on this side of this Honourable
House, came to be here. This is called representative
government in this country. We went to the polls also
and we were elected on the same basis that they were.
We must be respected as such and when any man or
woman or any Member enters into . . .

Point of Order

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: On a point of order, Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, under 36(1)
Relevance, the debate here today is on whether the
time for debate should be two hours or four hours, not
on the fundamentals of democracy.

The Speaker: | take your point Honourable Member.
As a matter of fact, | was just at the point of calling that
to the Member’'s attention. Honourable Member for
East End, | would ask you to keep within the specific

sphere of Standing Order 36(1) and please proceed
accordingly.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
But, the Minister for Tourism got up here and started
talking about the Majority and the Minority.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, please if | may
proceed. | have asked for you to continue in that vein
and specifically put, | would ask that you refrain from
bringing in any matter that is irrelevant. | have already
ruled on what | thought was irrelevant so please do not
re-enter that arena. Please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| was going on to say that whenever a dissent-
ing report is submitted by any Member of this Honour-
able House it must be respected in that vein. The mere
fact that a dissenting report we submitted asks leave of
the Standing Orders Committee to submit a dissenting
statement, that dissenting statement was not to dissent
to the reduction. With your permission | would like to
read it.

Point of Order

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. Mcfield: Madam Speaker, on a
Point of Order.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, the
point of order has to do with relevance. The Member is
now speaking about the procedures in the Standing
Order Committee. We are here discussing the report of
the Standing Order Committee and if we are to discuss
the issues in the Committee then we might as well go
back to the Committee.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister Mem-
ber for East End. | draw your attention to Standing Or-
der 74 (h). I understood when you were speaking that
you were doing so on behalf of others not dissenting to
the report as such and | would ask if that is your posi-
tion. Could you please repeat what you said?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | said that we
(the other Members who were dissenting with me)
were not dissenting to the hours, we were dissenting to
the Report because we had a difference in opinion and
we wanted it to be known.

The Speaker: Honourable Members, | have listened to
both sides and | have looked since Friday in particular,
very carefully at Standing Orders 74(4)(h) and | would
not only rule that it is irrelevant but | should also wish
to state that dissent from the Report is an inherent right
of any Member of the Standing Orders Committee. As |
understand it and therefore rule, leave is for a concise
written statement to be put in. But first there is a pre-
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condition that there is dissent to the report and the re-
port was a specific item emanating out of a specific
Motion.

So, it is against that background that | am ask-
ing you to keep it relevant to the Motion that was
passed for that specific amendment of the reduction
from four hours to two hours, and it is against that
background only that | rule on the relevant aspect.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | requested
your permission to read the dissenting statement.

[Chattering in background]

The Speaker: Order!
Please continue Honourable Member.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | sought
permission from your good self to read the reasons for
the dissenting statement the lack of the Opposition. . .

Point of Order
Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister. Do you have
a point of order?

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: A point of order,
Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Please rise.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: The Honourable
Member from East End was still on his feet so | de-
layed my . ..

Madam Speaker, again the point is one of
relevance. The Member is asking the Chair to allow
him to read the dissenting statement, which means that
the Committee’s rejection of that statement being part
of the debate is irrelevant, then the Committee might
not have met and made that decision. What we are
here to oppose or to agree on is the question before
the House that the report of the Committee be ac-
cepted by the House.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. Leave
is not given to read any aspect of that dissenting report
that has already been dealt with within the Select
Committee. Please proceed.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| draw to your attention that the minutes have
been laid on the Table of this Honourable House and
are now a public document. It reads as follows, “That
a Motion was moved by the Honourable W.
McKeeva Bush, OBE, JP, to delete paragraph 3 of
the dissenting statement, objections were raised
and the Motion was amended by the same Minister
that the entire dissenting statement be rejected”. It

is on that basis that | was moving in that direction. But |
just wanted to draw the attention to that particular sec-
tion of the minutes, which is now a public document.

| heard the Tourism Minister say that it was
‘derogatory’ and ‘inflammatory’ towards the Govern-
ment. | certainly do not see anything inflammatory or
derogatory about submitting a dissenting statement
saying that...

Point of Order

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, on a
point of order.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order Hon-
ourable Minister.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, | do
apologise. | am not trying to interfere, but | do think that
it is important that the Member shows a certain respect
for the ruling. And that he moves away from trying to
use ‘trickery’ to introduce an argument in a debate that
has to do with the question about whether or not the
House accepts the report from the Standing Orders
Committee: not whether the Standing Committee was
right or wrong for not dealing with the dissenting report.

We are aware that the minutes do say that
there was dissent but we are also aware that the
Committee did not see fit to include that dissenting re-
port as a part of the report to be debated here now.
And | would ask that you ask the Member, humbly, to
move away from that type of discussion.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister, | have already
asked the Honourable Member for East End not to get
into the contents because it was dealt with in an ordi-
nary amount of time in the Select Committee. It was
rejected by the Majority through the democratic proc-
ess and | will not through trickery or otherwise entertain
it by any Member, be it Opposition or Government.
Please proceed.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, thank you.

| really and honestly was not trying to get back
into that area because | respect your good self and
your ruling. | was merely going to say, before | was
interrupted on a point of order by the Minister for
Community Services, that if the Opposition dissents to
a report which is moving the Standing Orders debating
time from four hours to two hours there should be
some discretionary powers attached to it. | cannot see
anything that is derogatory or inflammatory to the Gov-
ernment in that regard.

Point of Order
Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, please take your
seat. | have made a ruling in that regard and | would
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draw your attention to Standing Orders 40 and 41 and
ask you to take due cognisance. Please continue with
your debate.

[Cross talk]
The Speaker: Order, Members!

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | know the
objectives of the Government. It is a time-proven prac-
tice of raising objections on relevance to throw one off.

| think the listening public needs to know that
all Members of the Opposition, like the Government,
are in agreement with being more efficient in here. |
think it is incumbent upon us that they know that it was
not any trickery, or anything of that matter, on behalf of
the Opposition to try and stall anything that was pro-
posed in the Motion brought by the Fourth Elected
Member for West Bay. Madam Speaker, when the ma-
jority speaks the majority rules.

What the Opposition was trying to do was to
propose a section to the amendment similar to that in
Standing Order 38 (Closure of debate) where the Pre-
siding Officer has the discretion when a Motion is
moved that the question . . .

Point of Order

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, on a point of
order.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, please state your
point of order.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, we are here
to debate the report of the Standing Committee of
Standing Orders, not Standing Order 38. That was not
included in the Report. The listening public needs to
understand that what the Member for East End just
said is a total lie. Points of order are for points of order
in this House, not to stall any Member. In fact, any
member of the listening public who is fair . . .

The Speaker: Can you please state whether or not
that is your opinion Honourable Member?

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: That is my opinion, Madam
Speaker. Those listening will obviously see why we are
reducing the debate time because the Member from
East End, in my humble opinion, is sitting here wasting
the time of the tax payers of this country. It is tedious
repetition and irrelevant. If the Member has anything
further to give to the report . . .

Point of Order

Mr. V. Arden McLean: On a point of order, Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, for East End, let
me just hear the conclusion and then | will come to
your point of order. We cannot have two points of order
at the same time. Please continue Second Elected
Member from West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, the debate
is on the Report of the Standing Orders Committee. It
is not on Standing Order 38. Therefore, the Member
from East End is introducing a matter that is irrelevant
to the debate.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. | will
rule that it is irrelevant. | shall now call on the Member
for East End to raise his point of order.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, the Member
is imputing improper motives when he said that what |
said was a lie.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker...

The Speaker: Member for West Bay, just give me one
moment please. | have listened to the terminology that
you have used and | would ask that you be given time
to give justification for that. If it is not a position that is
factual, then | will ask you to withdraw it. So please
proceed with your justification.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, points of
order in the Standing Orders are for points of order in
the House. The Member for East End said that points
of order are used by the Government to stall and to
interrupt speakers. If we want to go back to the tape
we can do so. That is what the Member for East End
said and it is not factually correct.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, it has been
deemed that it is unparliamentarily to use the terminol-
ogy ‘lie’. You have opted to use other words that are
representative of a nonfactual situation but | would ask
you to withdraw the specific word ‘lie’ as it related to
the Honourable Member for East End.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, | withdraw
the word ‘lie’. It was nonfactual.

The Speaker: Thank you. The Leader of Government
Business, is there a point of order?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | just want
to say to Members, that we are making a mockery of
what we are trying to accomplish. Everybody has to
have his say but when are we going to be reasonable?
We are trying to cut down on the time because of eve-
rything that is happening. | am sure that both Govern-
ment and the Opposition need time. Certainly, the staff
of this House have more than they can take, so | am
asking all Members to let us take into consideration
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what we are trying to do because it is making a mock-
ery of what we have set out to do. Look at the time. |
know we started late and | apologise for that. It could
not be helped because of the reports that had to be
tabled. We are really going far with it.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for East End, if it is
your desire please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
To show my reasonableness and agreement with the
Member for Tourism, | will close. | will say, however,
that we will just have to see, Madam Speaker, how it
goes. There will be times if it is necessary for us to
bring a motion, or petition your good self to suspend
the Standing Orders. The Minister for Tourism, the
Leader of Government Business, has said that we will
be supported in these endeavours. We will wait to see
if that will be done.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. Does
any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Minister for Community Ser-
vices.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, |
understand that we need to get on and do our work,
but I think it would be a great disservice to the public if
we stopped at this particular note without someone
trying to, as clearly and precisely as possible, explain
what this debate has been about.

This debate has been with regards to a Private Mem-
ber's Motion that was brought to reduce the time spent
debating a specific topic from four hours to two hours.
Most of us, including the Opposition, agree that four
hours is sometimes lengthy. And when you have to sit
and listen to the Members in here speak for four hours,
even those of us who enjoy speaking for four hours
realise that when we have to listen to it, it becomes
tedious.

So, | think that we all in this House agree with the gen-
eral public that it would be a good thing to reduce the
speaking time from four to two hours. Why it has be-
come a Motion that is being used to accuse others of
being unfair and undemocratic only speaks to the in-
tensity of the politics between the two sides in this
Honourable House at this particular moment.

| would like to reiterate that what we are going to vote
on now is that the time be reduced from four hours to
two hours. And | do not think that anyone who has
spoken here today has been in opposition to that and
that is what we should have been speaking to from the
very beginning.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to
speak? If no other Member wishes to speak then |
should now put the question. The question is that
the recommen-

dation contained in the report of the Standing Orders
Committee, be adopted.
All those in favour please say Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Can | have a Division
please?

The Speaker: Certainly.
Madam Clerk, please call a Division.

Division No. 1/02

Noes: 3

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush Mr. Kurt D. Tibbetts
Hon. Gilbert A. McLean Mr. Anthony S. Eden
Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField Ms. Edna M. Moyle
Hon. James M. Ryan

Hon. David F. Ballantyne

Hon. George A. McCarthy

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin

Mr. Cline A. Glidden, Jr.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin

Avyes: 9

Absent: 3
Hon. Linford A. Pierson
Hon. Roy Bodden
Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks

The Speaker: On a point of clarification: Second
Elected Member from Cayman Brac, were you in your
chair at the time? Madam Clerk did not see.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, | was in at
the time of the call for the division. | was in my chair.

The Speaker: Please proceed Madam Clerk.
[Pause]

The Speaker: Honourable Members, there is still a
guestion as to whether or not the Second Elected
Member for Cayman Brac was in his chair when the
guestion was put. Could the Leader please clarify?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, as you
know we have a problem with the two microphones —
the one belonging to the Honourable Minister of Com-
munity Services and the one belonging to the Second
Elected Member for Cayman Brac. He said ‘Aye’. The
Clerk was writing and she did not look up. That was not
heard because the microphone was not on. You first
have to switch on both microphones. He was in the
chair during the time of the calling of the division.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Madam Speaker, if | may.
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The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member for the district
of North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: When you asked, the Second
Elected Member [for Cayman Brac and Little Cayman]
he said he was in his chair for the division—that is not
being in the chair for the question when it was put,
which is the same position that the Second Elected
Member for George Town and the Member for East
End were in. They were not in their chairs when the
guestion was put. So, they were not asked.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, could | just
address that issue?

The Speaker: Please do.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, | was in my
chair at the time of the question and at the time of the
division and | did answer when called for the vote.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker.
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, the
Second Elected Member for Cayman Brac did leave
the room but he was in the room at the time of the
guestion. He left the room after the question was put
and came back before the division. He left to call the
Minister for Education.

The Speaker: Honourable Clerk, | am entirely in the
hands of the House because | did not see what the
position was either as it related to the Member for
George Town, East End or Cayman Brac. | would sim-
ply hope that we would believe each other in such a
thing. What | would propose to do is go through each
Member and all those who saw the Second Elected
Member for Cayman Brac at the time the question was
put to raise your hands at this time. It is unfortunate
that we have to take such a route but | would ask. . .

Point of Procedure

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, on a point
of procedure. | think a technical point is being argued
here and for the sake of recording this very important
and historical vote, | would ask that whether or not a
Member was outside at the time the vote was taken, if
you will, Madam Speaker—and | think that the author-
ity lies with the Chair—call a new vote and record the
vote of every Member that is presently here, including
Members of the Opposition who may not have been
here. | understand that someone’'s name was not
called because the person was not here. We are all
here now. | would ask, Madam Speaker, if you would
allow that.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker...

The Speaker: Honourable Leader.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | would like to agree with the
Honourable Minister of Health so that every name
could be recorded in this vote and there would be no
guestion as to anyone being left out. If you could so
use your discretion | would support that.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members. It
gives me great pleasure to see that after such pro-
tracted debate we can conclude it with an agreement. |
would so rule that all Members would have an oppor-
tunity to exercise their inherent right of voting on this
most important piece of legislation.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: See how much we like you?

The Speaker: | should put the question once again.
The question is that the recommendation contained in
the report of the Standing Orders Committee be
adopted.

All those in favour, please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Can we have a Division,
Madam Speaker?

The Speaker: Certainly, Mr. Leader. Madam Clerk,
please call the Division.

Division No. 2/02

Noes: 5

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts

Mr. Alden McLaughlin, Jr.
Mr. Anthony S. Eden

Ms. Edna M. Moyle

Mr. V. Arden McLean

Aves: 9
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush
Hon. Gilbert A. McLean
Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField
Hon. James M. Ryan
Hon. David F. Ballantyne
Hon. George A. McCarthy
Mr. Rolston M. Anglin
Mr. Cline A. Glidden
Mr. Lyndon L. Martin
Absent: 3
Hon. Linford A. Pierson
Hon. Roy Bodden
Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks

The Speaker: The results of the Division are 9 Ayes,
5 Noes and 3 Absentees. The Ayes have it.

It is now my proposal to take the luncheon
break. We will reconvene at 2.45 pm.

Agreed by majority: That the recommendations
contained in the Report of the Standing Orders
Committee to consider the proposed amendment
to Standing Order 32(6) of the Legislative Assem-
bly Standing Orders (1997 Revision) be adopted.
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Proceedings suspended at 1.45 pm
Proceedings resumed at 3.20 pm

The Speaker: Proceedings are resumed.
The Second Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, | be-
lieve we need to suspend the relevant Standing Order
so that questions can be taken after 11 o’clock.

The Speaker: Would you wish to move it?
Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: No, Madam.

The Speaker: Does any Minister/Member, seen that
we have passed the hour of 11 o’clock, wish to move
the suspension of Standing Order 23(7) and (8) so that
the Members can ask their questions beyond the nor-
mal question time?

Honourable Minister for District Administration.

Suspension of Standing Order 23(7) and (8)

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, | beg to
move the suspension of Standing Order 23(7) and (8)
so that questions can be taken after the hour of 11
o'clock in good faith showing the value of suspending
Standing Orders to carry on the business of the House.

The Speaker: Thank you. The question is that Stand-
ing Order 23 (7) and (8) be suspended to allow Ques-
tion Time to begin and indeed continue beyond the
hour of 11 am. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Standing Order 23(7) and (8) suspended in
order for Question Time to continue beyond 11 am.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND OFFICIAL MEMBERS

The Speaker: Second Elected Member for George
Town.

Question No. 1

No.1l: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr. asked the Hon-
ourable Second Official Member responsible for the
Portfolio of Legal Administration what are the terms of
the agreement to retain the services of Andrew
Mitchell, QC, in connection with the prosecution of the
Euro Bank matter and, specifically—

() when was he retained

(b) what is his brief

(c) on what basis is he being paid, ie, hourly rate,
brief fee or otherwise

(d) how much has he been paid to date; and

(e) from what source of funds is he being paid.

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: (a) Mr. Mitchell was re-
tained in April 2000

(b) His brief is initially to advise generally on the
Euro Bank case and further to advise on the gathering
of evidence with a view to the case being presented in
the Grand Court. Thereafter to have conduct of the
trials and matters incidental thereto.

(c) He is being paid by the hour, or a daily court
rate (when in court), there is no brief fee, no retainer.
However, he is paid (in addition) airfares and accom-
modation.

The rates are:

i. £3,200 per day based on £400 per hour with
no further charges per day unless the hours
worked exceed 8 hours in any day.

ii. Reasonable expenses to include hotel or
rental of an apartment, £50 per day general
living expenses and business class travel.

iii. No charges for weekends unless the days
are worked or on travel days.

iv. Travel days at 50 percent of the daily rate
£1,600.

(d) He has been paid to date £374,463.66.

(e) Initially he was paid from the Attorney Gen-
eral's professional fees vote, and thereafter in 2001 he
was paid from funds obtained by Government as part
of its asset-sharing agreement under the Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty (MLAT).

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
Second Elected Member for the district of
George Town.

Supplementaries

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

| wonder if the Honourable Second Official
Member is able to give an indication of how much more
it is likely to cost in terms of retaining Mr. Mitchell
through the trial, which | believe is scheduled to start in
May.

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Mr. Mitchell was retained using the solicitors
in London with whom the rates of retainer were negoti-
ated to avoid anyone here, including myself, directly
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negotiating these matters, so | feel that the House
should be aware of that.

The solicitors concerned are from a Firm called
Tarlo Lyons. | would just mention that they worked with
Mr. Mitchell before, and both Mr. Mitchell and this firm
have been referred to us because they had been in-
volved in money laundering cases in Turks and Caicos
Islands. But to answer the supplementary question di-
rectly, an estimate was provided by Messrs Tarlo Ly-
ons in June 2000 of the cost of the entire case right
through to appeal, if necessary.

Those estimates have been revised and the
estimate of costs outstanding in relation to the forth-
coming trial, and | just want to make sure that | have
this correct: this is in Pounds Sterling, in a figure of
£450,200. That is allowing for trial preparation of 25
days, 100 court days, 10 travel days, an airfare round
trip and subsistence. These are estimates of course.
Some of the trial preparation has already taken place
and that is confirmed by the case controller on the
Euro Bank prosecution, which is another safeguard. In
that, the professional fees that are incurred are re-
quired to be signed off by the case controller as having
being appropriately incurred. | am grateful to both case
controllers present today and for the information they
have provided.

Just to complete the story: this House ap-
proved as part of the budget of the Legal Affairs Portfo-
lio, a figure which represents the total of the figure that
| have just mentioned and the figure for another related
prosecution. Thank you.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | am grateful to the Honourable Second Offi-
cial Member for that explanation because we were un-
able, during the course of Finance Committee, to as-
certain those details hence my question.

| wonder if the Honourable Second Official
Member can say if these projected costs for the
£450,000 thereabouts, estimated to continue the reten-
tion of the services of Mr. Mitchell, are those inclusive
of the cost of the solicitors to whom he referred or is
that an additional expenditure that is not covered by
those amounts?

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam
Speaker.

Initially we retained solicitors because we had
no experience of running this kind of case. However,
we were able to effect some economies in that regard
and they simply continued in their role of advising on
levels of fee. In fact, we employed the solicitor in ques-
tion directly and saved a considerable amount of
money as a result. Maybe there is some solicitor type

Thank you,

cost but our aim has been to try to provide the solicitor
type support from in-house. The case controllers are
really performing that kind of role and there has been
less need as time has progressed.

We have made it a specific objective to try to
learn the skills involved in running these cases so that
we do not continue to incur this kind of expense. How-
ever, since it is the first-off case and it is an important
one, it was thought prudent to hire an expert (money
laundering council) and also to have initial solicitors
support. That support has now fallen away and is no
longer considered necessary. Thank you.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | want to be sure that | understand the Sec-
ond Official Member clearly. Am | understanding you,
Sir, to say that the instructing attorneys for this case
are/and are going to be at the trial, members of the
Legal Department?

The Speaker: Second Official Member.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: That is precisely correct. It
may be that members of the Legal Department will also
appear as Counsel. That is confirmed by those sitting
behind me. The object of this is not to just conduct
prosecutions; it is to build up our expertise in the run-
ning of these kinds of cases. One would hope they
would not be frequent, but when they do occur they do
need to be dealt with and they are fairly complex and
lengthy undertakings.

Clearly we want to try to minimise all of that
and the more expertise that we get and the better
equipment that we have, the more able we are to do
that.

| would simply add in relation to that issue, that
from the solicitors’ support that we have had, we took
advice about document management systems. The
Financial Reporting Unit (FRU) installed that kind of
equipment and it has made the task of evidence-
gathering considerably simpler. It has also facilitated
the disclosure of information to the defence on CD and
will have facilitated when the trial is conducted, the
presentation of the evidence on the computer screen.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Just to ask the Second Official Member if any efforts
were made to retain Counsel for this case locally (that
is Queen’s Counsel) or within the Caribbean?

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.
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Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, the re-
tention of Andrew Mitchell was a deliberate choice be-
cause of the expertise in anti-money laundering.

Without any disrespect to the local Queen’s
Counsel, | am not sure that either of those at that time
would profess particular expertise in that area. And
secondly, Andrew Mitchell was already involved in the
region both in Turks and Caicos and in Trinidad and
therefore had been acknowledged as something of an
expert in the region.

One has to take a view about these things. My
view was that we should do all that we could to try to
ensure the success of these prosecutions. And given
Mr. Mitchell's reputation in the United Kingdom, the
fact that he was referred to us by colleagues in Turks
and Caicos Islands, where he was funded by the Brit-
ish Government on a large case they had there, and
given his international standing, he seemed to be an
appropriate choice. It is not every lawyer who would
hold himself out (as | am sure more than one person
on the other side would acknowledge) as an expert in
particular areas.

That is not to say that we would not consider it
appropriate in the future to retain lawyers from within
the region. But my preference would be that we do not
retain any at all—that we seek to prosecute these
cases ourselves. And that is why we have a local
Crown Counsel as case controller. That is why we are
trying to pick up on the experience of running these
cases.

As | said at the outset, this is not intended to
be a continuing arrangement but it is important when
we have such a large case, that we apply what are
thought to be the best resources to it, at least in the
first instance. Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Just for purposes of
clarity: Where in the substantive answer, under (b) it
says, “ .. .Thereafter to have conduct of the trials
and matters incidental thereto”. Could the Honour-
able Second Official Member explain, whether that
means that the gentleman will be dealing with the trial
himself and if that is the case who will be instructing
him with regards to the trial?

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Yes, Madam Speaker, |
can confirm that Andrew Mitchell, QC, will be leading
for the Crown in the prosecution. He will be supported
by both Crown Counsel and probably Junior Counsel,
bearing in mind that each of the defendants is likely to
be represented by Queen’s Counsel. Therefore, it is
thought at present that we need a team of three; that
team of three includes the case controller who will be
acting as instructing attorney in the case.

It would also be fair to say that other members
of the Legal Department may contribute to this proc-
ess. Some of us are involved in aspects of the man-
agement of the case. But the responsibility for the
presentation of the case in court will be that of Andrew
Mitchell, QC. He has the lead on the issue.

If | may just take the opportunity of saying what
matters incidental to the prosecution are. For example,
there have been many civil matters in which Mr.
Mitchell is also experienced: that is quite unusual for a
criminal practitioner. There have been restraint orders
and there have been matters in connection with the
ongoing liquidation proceedings, which have taken
some of his time and indeed some of my own time. So,
where we can, we are trying to use our expertise but
where we need to learn and acquire experience we are
using his. If there is anything else | can assist with |
would be happy to.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for the district of
George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Could the Honour-
able Second Official Member state—this perhaps is
asking an opinion so it would be entirely up to him
given the circumstances. And while we do not know
what the end result of the case is going to be—is it cer-
tainly the intention of the Government to, if at all possi-
ble, recoup costs for the trial and if that is the case,
how?

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: | would not want to hazard
an opinion but | can give you what my view is about the
issue. It really would be for a court at the end of the
day to take a decision and | would not wish to seek to
venture an opinion about that.

The funding of the case, as the answer indi-
cated, is presently funded from the confiscated asset
fund and those monies represent money from previous
law enforcement activities. Under the asset-sharing
agreement with the United States and the only condi-
tion that they apply is that they should be used for law
enforcement purposes. So, we are reusing monies,
which are not part of Government’s recurrent revenues
to fund ongoing law enforcement.

As far as assets are concerned, there are
funds restrained at present and if at the end of the day
persons are found guilty of money laundering, and are
found to have benefited from it, it is then open to the
Crown to apply to the Court for the confiscation order
in respect of any amounts that the court considers that
they may have benefited from. | do not wish to predict
that but | am merely pointing out that that is open and |
believe that it is also open to the Crown, if successful,
to apply for its costs. That is as far as | would wish to
go if | may, at this stage. Thank you.
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The Speaker: The Member for East End. | will allow
one more supplementary thereafter.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

In a previous answer to a supplementary | believe the
Second Official Member said that Mr. Mitchell was pre-
viously in the Turks and Caicos Islands conducting a
money laundering case and Her Majesty’s Government
had paid for that. | am just wondering if the Second
Official Member could tell us if the Cayman Islands
Government made any application to Her Majesty’s
Government to assist with this particular one that we
are conducting, since it is our first one also.

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: First of all, | would like to
clarify that the activities of Mr. Mitchell were not during
the time that | was there. Just for the record that is not
the question, but the second part of it is: | believe that
the matter in the Turks and Caicos Islands was of such
a scale and their budgetary position was not in the
same state as the Cayman Islands, therefore, it was
considered. | do not wish to be quoted as an expert on
the Turks and Caicos Islands budgetary position, but it
is nowhere in the same league as the Cayman Islands
and | can assure you that any such application would
not have been met with success.

| wish | could tell you differently but | cannot. |
think the view would be that we are able (for the rea-
sons | have explained) to fund us not from recurrent
expenditure but because law enforcement here has
been successful in the past and has built up a confis-
cated assets fund which is designed to be used for this
purpose. That is as helpful as | can be.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for the
district of George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, dur-
ing a response from another supplementary the Hon-
ourable Second Official Member explained that Mr.
Mitchell had been and is currently retained in connec-
tion with other matters outside the remit of this prose-
cution.

| wonder if the Honourable Member can say
whether or not they are separate financial arrange-
ments in relation to those other matters, which are not
included in the figures that he has provided this Hon-
ourable House with in relation to the substantive ques-
tion.

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. It gives me the opportunity to say that the
funding from the Asset Confiscation Fund was ap-
proved by the Executive Council as far back as 31 Oc-

tober 2000. That was funding from the Assets Confis-
cation Fund is a separate account in the Treasury.
When Council approved that funding, it also approved
funding for the other main money laundering prosecu-
tion that is on the way which is the ‘Cash for Titles’
case, the case controller for which is also present to-
day in anticipation of your being interested in any other
matters.

That is the only other major matter in which Mr.
Mitchell is instructed and he has the responsibility for
advising on that case with a view to its presentation.
How that case will be presented is yet to be deter-
mined but that is the only matter in which he is pres-
ently engaged. But if you would permit me: the funding
is separate from which | have reported but it is coming
from the same source. If that answers the question.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Madam Clerk, next question.
Question No. 2

No. 2: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr. asked the Hon-
ourable Second Official Member responsible for the
Portfolio of Legal Administration what is the status of
the Euro Bank prosecution?

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, the
status of the Euro Bank prosecution is as follows:

On 9 February 2000, Judith Donegan, Brian
Cunha, Ilvan Burges, all former officers of Euro Bank
Corporation, and Melvin Taves, a resident of Grand
Cayman, were charged with offences of assisting an-
other to retain the benefit of criminal conduct contrary
to section 22 of the Proceeds of Criminal Conduct Law
1996 (2000 Revision) and conspiracy to assist another
to retain the benefit of criminal conduct, contrary to
section 306 (f) of the Penal Code (1995 Revision).
Charges were laid and warrants issued against a fur-
ther five persons resident in this jurisdiction.

Additionally, on 5 July 2000 Donald Stewart,
the former Chairman and General Manager of the said
Bank was arrested and interviewed in connection with
offences of Money Laundering. He was charged on the
26 October 2000 with the like offence of conspiracy to
assist another to retain the benefit of criminal conduct,
contrary to section 306 (f) of the Penal Code (1995
Revision) and is currently on bail. On this date also a
similar charge was laid against Donald Fraser, (share-
holder and non-executive director of the Bank, not
resident in the jurisdiction) and further general charges
were laid against Burges, Cunha and Donegan for like
offences.

A preliminary inquiry was conducted in the
Summary Court in the period January to March 2001 in
respect of all individual defendants resident in the ju-
risdiction. Following upon a finding by the learned Mag-



34 Wednesday, 20 February 2002

Official Hansard Report

istrate that the evidence adduced was sufficient to put
the accused persons on their trial all were committed to
the Grand Court. Trial on indictment is scheduled to
commence in that Court on the 27 May 2002. The de-
fendants will have the right to elect trials by Judge or
Jury. For money laundering offences, twelve jurors
shall form the array.

On the 7 November 2000 the Bank, itself, was
charged with eight offences of conspiracy to assist an-
other to retain the benefit of criminal conduct contrary
to section 306 (f) of the Penal Code (1995 Revision).
Seven of the charges relate to specific accounts held
by various overseas customers. One charge relates to
the general activity of the Bank in relation to its cus-
tomers. It alleges that between the 1% day of January
1996 and the 31* day of May 1999, Euro Bank Corpo-
ration conspired together with other persons to enter
into or otherwise be concerned in arrangements
whereby the retention or control by persons of property
which was those persons’ proceeds of criminal conduct
was facilitated knowing or suspecting that those per-
sons would engage or had been engaged in criminal
conduct or had benefited from criminal conduct. A Pre-
liminary Inquiry into these charges has not yet been
conducted in the Summary Court.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? Second
Elected Member for the district of George Town.

Supplementaries

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

From the answer it would appear that it is the
intention of the Crown to proceed separately against
the bank and that in fact it is not the intention of the
Crown for the charges against the bank to be dealt with
by the Grand Court at the same time as the other trial
would commence on 27 May 2002. | wonder if the
Honourable Second Official Member could confirm that
that is infact the case.

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Official Mem-
ber.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, while |
have attempted to be as helpful as | can in relation to
these matters, it will be appreciated that these matters
are sub-judice. As a consequence | do not think it ap-
propriate to indicate what the Crown’s intentions are in
relation to certain matters, some of which are presently
the subject of appeals so that if the House will permit
me | would prefer not to go into further details to avoid
any possible prejudice to any matters which are before
the courts.

The Speaker: Are you asking, Honourable Second
Official Member for a ruling on Standing Order 35(1)
which deals with content of speeches in particular to a
sub-judice?

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: | would think that that
Standing Order might be appropriate in the circum-
stances. Although | have emphasised my willingness to
assist the House | think the interest of justice and the
nature of the proceedings should take priority at this
time. Thank you.

The Speaker: | am grateful. In accordance with Stand-
ing Order 35(1) it is the opinion of the Chair that any
further matters as it relates to the trial which is pending
for a judicial decision would be sub-judice and | will ask
the Clerk to go on to the next question.

Question No. 3

No. 3: Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts asked the Honourable
Minister for Health Services, District Administration and
Agriculture to give an update on Aqua-culture regard-
ing the ongoing discussions with the Harbour Branch
Institute.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Health Services, District Administration and Agricul-
ture.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: There are no ongoing dis-
cussions with the Harbour Branch Oceanographic Insti-
tution. However, the Ministry of Agriculture is aware of
proposals contained in correspondence from that insti-
tution, dated 1 November 2001, to the former Minister
of Planning, Communications and Works. These pro-
posals will be reviewed and a response forwarded to
the institution in due course.

The Speaker: Are there any Supplementaries? The
First Elected Member for the district of George Town.

Supplementaries

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Can the Minister
state, understanding what has been put forth on the
substantive answer, whether or not at present the
Committee which existed to develop specific policy on
Aqua-culture is still functioning and whether or not
there is any progress with regards to the specific policy
forthcoming?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for Ag-
riculture.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
The subcommittee that was set up has been examining
the ... Could | have a moment please?

The Speaker: Certainly.
Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Thank you Madam Speaker.

| am advised that the Committee has been examining
certain matters as raised by the Member and they



Official Hansard Report

Wednesday, 20 February 2002 35

should be producing some recommendations to the
Ministry by next week.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Could the Minister
state if there has been any correspondence with the

Harbour Branch Institute since the last letter received
on 1 November?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for Ag-
riculture.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, no corre-
spondence has been sent to that Institute. It is my un-
derstanding that the correspondence was directed to
the former Minister but no communication has been
made with them since.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Let me say quickly,
that | am certain the Minister will understand the spirit |
am in. That has been quite some time and not with-
standing who the correspondence was addressed to
and understanding that, perhaps it will be a little time
before decisions can be made with regards to a way
forward if there will be any relationship established be-
tween the Ministry and that Institute.

| would seek an undertaking from the Minister
to look into the matter to see if it might not be prudent,
even if there is no decision at present, to correspond
with the Harbour Branch Institute just to retain the rela-
tionship, while needing the time to come to a decision
as regards to what will be the way forward.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister responsible for Ag-
riculture.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, | think |
can give the undertaking to look at the correspondence
and to get any information that | can from the sub-
committee on diversification and Aqua-culture and
make a decision then to correspond with the Institution
along the lines that would be in keeping with what was
originally communicated from it to the former Minister.

The Speaker: If there are no further Supplementaries
we will move on to the next question. Madam Clerk.
First Elected Member for George Town.

Question No. 4
No. 4: Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts asked the Honourable

Minister responsible for Community Services, Youth
and Women’s Affairs, what is Government's present

policy regarding the provision of remand facilities for
youth?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Community Af-
fairs, Youth and Women Affairs.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: The Government's
present policy regarding the provision of remand facili-
ties for youth is that young offenders must be re-
manded when the Youth Justice, the Juvenile's and the
Children's Law require it. However, we are also aware
that the majority of our young people live wholesome,
drug-free lives and we need to ensure that we provide
prevention and (if they offend), rehabilitation services
for them.

Government's position is that decisions to de-
tain/remand should be guided by prudent assessments
of risk to both the youth and society and should be re-
stricted to instances of compelling evidence that there
is a clear and present danger to the youth or the com-
munity; that the youth is likely to fail to appear for trial
or sentencing; or that the youth will likely commit an
additional violation before adjudication or disposition.

As a government, we have approved the Na-
tional Youth Policy and endorsed the Report of the
Committee of Inquiry into the Causes of Social Break-
down and Violence among Youth in the Cayman Is-
lands. Both documents call for preventative action to
be taken rather than remand alone. Both documents
identify ways in which youth can adopt healthy life-
styles and increase their participation in pro-social ac-
tivities, thereby reducing the risk factors associated
with juvenile deviance. As a result this will decrease
the need for an expensive remand facility.

Honourable Members of this Legislature are
also aware that there was a proposed Secure Remand
Centre, which was projected to cost some $10 million.
Finance Committee has not supported this project
since [the year] 2000. An alternative to this was the
Orchid House Project proposal which would cost some
$415,000 in renovations and another $600,000 in re-
current (operating) expenditure per annum. This would
mean that we would be spending some $60,000 (ex-
cluding maintenance cost) per annum to remand each
young person, as there were a total of 9 beds avail-
able.

Therefore, Government has made the decision
to delay the construction of the Orchid House proposal.
This would give the Ministry, for which | hold responsi-
bility, time to examine alternatives in dealing with the
need for secure remand facilities and how they can be
integrated with rehabilitative programmes for juveniles
who have begun to offend.

| also met the Director of Prison who looked at
an alternative to Orchid House, which would basically
make use of the "old" Women's section of Northward,
retrofit it and secure it from the main prison. This would
enable the young offenders to be segregated from the
adult prisoners. The Ministry has also requested the
Department of Substance Abuse to offer more pro-
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grammes to young people to ensure that we tackle the
problem of drug abuse, which is one of the main prob-
lems, which our young people face. Honourable Mem-
bers were also briefed on the revised programme at
the Cayman Islands Marine Institute in a statement in
the Legislative Assembly on the 19 December 2001.

The Ministry and a representative of the Juve-
nile Court also had the privilege of attending the 2nd
Annual Conference on Juvenile Detention Reform,
which was at the invitation of the Annie E. Casey
Foundation, through the Associated Marine Institute.
On this visit, these representatives were able to gain
valuable information on the alternatives to remanding
juveniles. This was covered on a recent Public Eye
Show. AMI has recently extended another invitation to
the Ministry to travel to Tampa and review a pro-
gramme designed for serious offenders that does not
use a hardware secure facility. This invitation was also
extended to the Minister of Education. A delegation
with representatives from my Ministry, the Ministry of
Education and the Chief Justice will make this visit to
Tampa in about two weeks’ time.

As can be seen from the above, the Govern-
ment's policy is a multifaceted one that looks at a con-
tinuum of care by addressing the problems faced by
young people and their parents or guardians. As a
Government, we recognise that there are a few young
people who will not respond positively to reform efforts
and will need to be placed in a secure facility to pay
their debt back to society and/or change their way of
life.

As the Minister with responsibility for Youth, |
am committed to ensure that those numbers are de-
creased and to support the mass of our youth popula-
tion. This can be achieved by providing our young
people with viable positive alternatives to juvenile devi-
ancy thereby creating and encouraging future leaders
and citizens of tomorrow, and not individuals whose
only qualification is the ability to survive in a remand
facility.

Our next initiative in this quest, based on the
works occurring in the more progressive jurisdictions in
the USA, and known by the stakeholders (including,
judges, police officials, district attorneys, social work-
ers, policy analyst and policy makers) as Juvenile De-
tention Alternatives Initiative, is to form a multi-agency
Task Force that will be tasked with (1) Examining the
Eligibility Criteria for juvenile detention; (2) Formulate a
risk assessment regime to determine the level of cus-
tody that various youth offenders require; and (3) De-
velop a quality control/monitoring system to track is-
sues such as consistency, accuracy and outcomes.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. Are
there any supplementaries?
The First Elected Member for George Town.

Supplementaries

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. | do understand ba-
sically what the answer has stated with regards to pol-
icy but just so that the Minister will understand—and |
will turn it into a question. When | spoke to the present
policy | was thinking that perhaps with the multifaceted
approach taking place, there will be an interim period
when, while all that is happening — and it might take
some time to see the results that the Ministry antici-
pates — there will be that need during that time. He
mentions in the answer that he also met with the Direc-
tor of Prisons who looked at an alternative to Orchid
House, which would basically make use of the ‘old’
Women'’s section of Northward, retrofit it and secure it
from the main prison. Is the Minister saying that that is
proceeding on and during the interim period that is
what will be used while the policy is being put into
practice?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Community Af-
fairs.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, that
supplementary was almost as long as my answer.
However, | believe that the Member is asking whether
or not we will use the facilities at Northward.

The issue is that we do not believe that we
should spend $60,000 a year on one child who comes
from a family where parents are not even earning
$15,000 per year. We do not believe that we can treat
the youth in isolation from other factors like the com-
munity, the family or the school.

We therefore believe that it is important to try
to avoid placing children in lock up. | have tried to un-
derstand the philosophy behind the original plans to
build a $10 million facility in an island like this. This is
not only illogical but the whole idea of building an alter-
native that would cost $600,000 a year for nine beds
was also not the best way to use public funds nor to
create the kind of safety, which we need because the
safety for the general public will come from rehabilita-
tion.

In instances where we have young persons
who will not avail themselves, there is the opportunity
for rehabilitation. Those young people will be kept in
the secure facilities where the women’s cells were at
Northward Prison. We have again stated quite clearly
that that will be totally physically and socially separate
from even the older juveniles (17-25) that will be on the
other side. It is a question of the efficiency and expedi-
ency of the issue. We would have had absolutely no
funds to spend on preventive measures if we have tied
this amount of money up in the Orchid House, which
does not represent a solution to the people who need
to have some type of assistance in dealing with the
youth problems that they are experiencing in their fami-
lies and their communities.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not we will move on to the next question.
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The Elected Member for the district of North
Side.
Question No. 5

No. 5: Mrs. Edna M. Moyle asked the Honourable
Minister responsible for Ministry of Education, Human
Resources and Culture if there is an Educational Psy-
chologist on staff at the Education Department in Cay-
man Brac?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: There is no Educational Psycholo-
gist permanently stationed in Cayman Brac. However,
the Brac does receive the services of an Educational
Psychologist. These services are provided in a manner
that is consistent with similar services in Grand Cay-
man. In the Cayman Islands, including Cayman Brac,
Educational Psychologists are accessed according to a
specified referral procedure in accordance with the
Special Needs Policy.

According to policy and procedure, referrals to
Educational Psychologists are co-ordinated by the
Learning/Behaviour Specialists and approved by the
school principal. In response to referrals (made accord-
ing to the accepted procedure) an Educational Psy-
chologist travels to the Brac. The travel budget pro-
vided for this service allows four visits per year (two to
three days each). In the last four years between 15 and
20 referrals from Brac schools have been processed
each year. Given that the total population of students
on Cayman Brac is 329, this is in fact a higher degree
of Educational Psychological service that is provided
for a similar population of students on Grand Cayman.

It should be noted that Educational Psycholo-
gists sometimes receive referrals for assessment in
intervention in cases that would ordinarily be managed
by a School Counsellor. This has also been true for
Cayman Brac. This is the first year that a full-time
School Counsellor position has been assigned to
Cayman Brac. While this is a greater allocation of
counselling or resources per student population than is
available on Grand Cayman, the Brac has fewer coun-
selling or other Mental health resources. This means
that the School Counsellor on the Brac is often dealing
with some issues that would ordinarily be managed or
supported by other agencies in the context of Grand
Cayman.

The Cayman Brac staff have not submitted any
referrals requesting services from an Educational Psy-
chologist so far this year. This is possibly due to the
fact that previous assessments are still current and that
current special needs support staff (Learn-
ing/Behaviour Specialists and the School Counsellor)
are able to meet local needs.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Member for North Side.

Supplementaries

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| wonder if the Honourable Minister would say
how many Educational Psychologists are on staff on
the Cayman Islands Education Department (that is
Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac) and if he is in a po-
sition to say at this time, how many special needs stu-
dents are serviced by the number of Educational Psy-
chologists that we have on staff.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Education and Culture.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, there are two
Educational Psychologists permanently on staff. In an-
swer to the second part of the question: | do not have
with me at this time the exact number of special needs
students that are serviced from time to time. But | can
say that the Psychologists service special needs from
the private schools when requests are made to the
Education Department as well as public schools. | can
also say that the number of students serviced will vary
from time to time according to the assessments and
the requests for the services.

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
wonder if the Honourable Minister could say, given the
population of the schools in the Cayman Islands, if two
Educational Psychologists are sufficient even though
three positions of Educational Psychologists appear in
the budget?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Education, Human Resources and Culture.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, | am informed
that two Educational Psychologists are indeed ade-
guate. Although provisions have been made for a third
post which is currently vacant. | think that Honourable
Members need to bear in mind that requests are care-
fully monitored. Since these would involve some coun-
selling, it is anticipated in most cases that with the as-
sessment of the Educational Psychologists and Learn-
ing Behaviour Support Unit (and sometimes teachers
at the school offering counselling) it is hoped that the
majority of these problems can be overcome within a
matter of months so that the needs should really be on
a reduction basis, rather than increasing expedientially.

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
wonder if the Honourable Minister would give an un-
dertaking to provide the House with the number of
special needs children that we have in the school sys-
tem?
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The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Most certainly, Madam Speaker. |
will give the House that undertaking to provide this and
I will make sure that it is categorised, but what | will not
do is give the names of any children.

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Madam Speaker, | do not care to
have the names of the children, | would just like the
numbers please.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not Madam Clerk, call the next question.
The Honourable Elected Member for the dis-
trict of North Side.
Question No. 6

No. 6: Mrs. Edna M. Moyle asked the Honourable
Minister responsible for the Ministry of Education, Hu-
man Resources and Culture how many hours per week
is each Government Primary School given by a speech
pathologist.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: There are four Speech Patholo-
gists employed by the Education Department. One
Speech Pathologist is based at the Lighthouse School
to serve the children of the Early Intervention Pro-
gramme. She also travels to Cayman Brac to provide
the service to children referred by the Special Educa-
tion staff there. The officer makes one visit every six
weeks for four days.

Service on Grand Cayman is provided as fol-
lows: Each school receives an average of three and a
half to five hours per day based on the stated needs of
the children. Each officer is timetabled to schools each
day as follows:

Name of Schools Amount of Total Hours
Sessions per Week
Red Bay Primary 4 11
John A. Cumber Primary 3 9
George Town Primary 3 7Y%
Savannah Primary 2 5%
Bodden Town Primary 1 3%
North Side Primary 1 3%
East End Primary 2 5%
George Hicks High 1 5% per Y2 term
School
John Gray High School 1 5% per % term
Light House School 9 18 %

Speech Therapy is not just total face-to-face
contact with a child. A session may include planning or
parent advice and recommendations.

The Speaker: The Member for North Side.

Supplementaries

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
wonder if the Honourable Minister would be in a posi-
tion to say how many children at each of these Primary
Schools are dealt with per session?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Education, Human Resource and Culture.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, it is my under-
standing that in most of these cases it is only one or
two children. But the sessions do not exclusively in-
clude a session with a child or two children. Sometimes
a session can include also working with a teacher and
advising a teacher along with a student.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
think the Minister just said that in most cases there is
only one child. | take it that he is exempting the Light-
house School because we all understand that. But if
such is the case, why then would Red Bay School be
having 4 sessions per week and a total of 11 hours and
East End has 2 for a total of only 5% hours. | wonder if
the Minister could explain that to us.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, this is a Special-
ist service, which is most effectively conducted on a
one on one basis. And while one has to remember that
there may be speech impediments, there are different
types of speech impediments. So, it is possible, for
example, that children having the same impediment,
that one or two can be taken together.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Madam Speaker, | wonder if the
Honourable Minister could tell me how many students
at the North Side Primary School require speech pa-
thologists?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible for
Education, Human Resources and Culture.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, | would have to
give the Member for North Side an undertaking to bring
her that statistic as it is not available at this time.

The Speaker: The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

If it is not available for the East End Primary School, |
would ask the Honourable Minister if he would give the
undertaking to provide that also.
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The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, it seems logical
that | should bring the statistics for all of the schools
listed here and | shall undertake to so do.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. In the substantive
answer in the second paragraph it reads, “ Service on
Grand Cayman is provided as follows: Each school
receives an average of three and a half to five
hours per day based on the stated needs of the
children”. I am having difficulty understanding exactly
what the statement means. Because if you simply take
it to mean between 3% to 5 hours per day if you multi-
ply that by 5 days—but | do not think it really means
that. | am just asking for clarification on that sentence
so that we can have it very clear.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: My apologies. That is a typo-
graphical error; it should have read 3% to 5 hours per
week.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not, we will move on to the next item of business.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
OF THE GOVERNMENT

The Speaker: | have received no statements for today.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Commencement of Debate on the Throne Speech

The Speaker: We have almost reached the hour of
4.30 pm. Is it the wish of the House to commence de-
bate on the Throne Speech, or should we reconvene
tomorrow morning?

The Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, we pro-
pose to suspend. | move the adjournment until 10 am
tomorrow.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, | wish to tender
apologies for my absence for tomorrow and Friday, as |
will be over in the constituency of Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman on official business. | also have some
guestions scheduled for tomorrow, which | shall make

arrangements for one of my colleagues to ask for your
permission to withdraw until | return on Monday, God
willing.

The Speaker: Thank you. Is it your intention to have
him answer during this time?

Hon. Roy Bodden: We will defer them until Monday.

The Speaker: Thank you for the clarification. The
guestion is that the House do now adjourn until 10 am
tomorrow.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. The House stands
adjourned until 10 am. tomorrow.

At 4.28 pm the House stood adjourned until Thurs-
day, 21 February 2002, at 10 am.
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OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
THURSDAY

21 FEBRUARY 2002
10.28 AM
Third Sitting

The Speaker: Good morning. | will call upon the Third
Elected Member for the district of West Bay to grace
us with prayers.

PRAYERS

Capt. A. Eugene Ebanks: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
Charles, Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family.
Give grace to all who exercise authority in our Com-
monwealth, that peace and happiness, truth and jus-
tice, religion and piety may be established among us.
Especially we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Official Mem-
bers and Ministers of Executive Council and Members
of the Legislative Assembly, that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office. All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together:

Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the King-
dom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 10.31 am

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed. | have received apologies from the Honour-
able Minister of Education and the Honourable Minis-
ter of Planning who are both away on official business

and will not be here for today nor tomorrow. Madam
Clerk.

Deputy Clerk: Questions to the Honourable Ministers
and Official Members.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND OFFICIAL MEMBERS

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for the district
of North Side.

Question No. 7

No. 7: Ms. Edna M. Moyle asked the Honourable
Third Official Member responsible for the Portfolio of
Finance and Economics, to give the terms of employ-
ment, including notice period, severance pay and the
like, of the recent Head of the Monetary Authority.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, cogni-
zant of the importance of maintaining the highest level
of stability within our financial industry, there was an
understanding between the board of Directors of the
Cayman Islands Monetary Authority and the previous
Managing Director that the terms of his resignation
and related severance pay would not be publicly dis-
cussed. | am prepared, however, to provide Members
with the relevant details in a private meeting which
could be arranged during this Sitting of the Legislative
Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Second Elected Member for the district of
George Town.

Supplementary

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | would rather believe that defeats the pur-
pose of Parliamentary Questions, but nevertheless, |
wonder if the Honourable Third Official Member is in a
position to say what prompted the resignation?

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, | do not
understand the views expressed by the Honourable
Second Elected Member for George Town but that
could be a part of the information that will be shared
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with that Honourable Member in the private meeting
that | have proposed.

The Speaker: Madam Clerk, next question.
The Honourable Member for the district of
North Side.

Question No. 8
(deferred)

No. 8: Mrs. Edna M. Moyle asked the Honourable
Minister responsible for Education, to give a break-
down of the hours per week for which each grade re-
ceives computer instruction in Government Primary
Schools.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business, | believe it is the intention to defer by virtue
of Standing Order 23(5).

Suspension of Standing Order 23(5)

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, another
good reason for the suspension of the Standing Or-
der.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
23(5) be duly suspended to allow the deferral of
Question No. 8 so that it can be answered at another
appropriate time. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. The question will be
accordingly deferred.

Agreed: Question No. 8 deferred.
Question No. 9

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for the district
of East End.

No. 9: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the Minister re-
sponsible for Tourism, Environment, Development
and Commerce, what progress has been made on the
implementation of Vision 20087

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Vision 2008 continues to
feature prominently in the Government policies and
programmes as would have been noted from the re-
cently presented Throne Speech and prior to that in
the presentation and documents setting out the 2002
Budget.

As the transition from an ‘input based’ budget-
ing system to an ‘output based’ system continues in

accordance with the recently enacted Public Man-
agement and Finance Law 2001 and the ongoing Fi-
nancial Management Initiative (FMI), the Vision 2008
plan will continue to serve to better define what the
Government is seeking to achieve.

In order to ensure the best possible compati-
bility between the Financial Management Initiative and
the Vision 2008 plan, an exercise to be launched to
effectively ‘recast’ the strategies proposed by Vision
2008 into measurable outcomes both broad and spe-
cific. In turn, when the 2003 Budget is prepared for the
first time on an output basis all outputs will be required
to contribute to achieving one or more of these meas-
urable outcomes. In this way, the Government will be
able to set targets for what it hopes to achieve in each
outcome area and definitively give account of its im-
plementation of the Vision 2008 plan.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Elected Member for East End.

Supplementaries

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some time last year there was an announcement that
the Deputy Chief Secretary was to head the imple-
mentation of Vision 2008. Can the Minister tell us if
there is an office established and how many people
are working in that office?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, there is
no office established other than, | am the Minister re-
sponsible for the implementation of Vision 2008 and
the Deputy Chief Secretary is still involved and we are
moving forward with the implementation as the an-
swer to the question suggests.

The Speaker: Are there any other supplementaries?
The Honourable Member for the district of East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Can the Minister then tell us if it is the intent to estab-
lish an office and have other staff members assisting
the Deputy Chief Secretary to implement this very im-
portant part of the country’s future?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, we see no
need to create further bureaucracy. | do not think that
would be wise. The strategies that are contained in
Vision 2008 can be implemented in the budgetary
processes of this country and that is what we are in-
tending to do.

Madam Speaker, | can give Members some
examples of the impact of Vision 2008 and Govern-
ment policies. Strategy five of the Ten-Year National
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Strategic Plan, Vision 2008, called on the country to
develop cultural awareness based on traditional Chris-
tian values and strong family units. To this end the
Ministry of Culture is developing a cultural policy
which will help to enhance national identity, promote
national integration and unity and maintain the har-
mony and values on which traditional Caymanian cul-
ture is based.

Also, the initiatives by my Ministry [Tourism]
towards the establishment of a growth management
board, Vision 2008 calls for such a growth manage-
ment board — although that is not the first time a
growth management board has been called for. Vision
2008 was, and still is a ten-year plan. In order to be
able to say categorically what progress is, or is not
being made, it is essential that the strategies and ac-
tion plans be recast into measurable outcomes and
that is what we are attempting to do.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
The Second Elected Member for the district
of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Could the Minister indicate if it is accurate that the
Vision 2008 would be reflective of the wants and de-
sires of the entire country for the future of the Cayman
Islands?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Yes, Madam Speaker, |
would say that is the aim and objective of Vision 2008.
There are people who disagree with some of the ar-
eas in Vision 2008, but broadly speaking that is the
aim and objective of the plan which was prepared by
some 400 people.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for the
district of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Could the Honourable Leader of Government Busi-
ness (the Minister of Tourism) confirm that the Gov-
ernment under his leadership has accepted the Vision
2008 as publicly stated in the press conference at the
launch of the United Democratic Party as being the
guideline for the development of policies under his
leadership?

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | can also
confirm that.

The Speaker: The Member from East End.
Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |

think we are some three years or thereabouts into the
Vision 2008 ten-year policy. Can the Minister tell us if

the Government is satisfied that the progress made
thus far is reflective of the stage we are at now?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | hope the
Member appreciates that not very much was done
before 2000. Last year we started and | can safely say
that we are building on what Vision 2008 asked for.
And while we are in some three years as he said, |
think that | can say that my Government is moving in
the right direction.

The Speaker: The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
The Minister said that there was a period when much
was not done and now we are moving. Is it the Gov-
ernment’s intention to re-structure Vision 2008 to
make up for the progress that was not made during
that time? How would it be done?

The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | know the
Member was sitting there earlier when | said that an
exercise is to be launched shortly to effectively re-cast
the strategies proposed by Vision 2008 into measur-
able outcomes both broad and specific. And we do not
propose to go back to the public as such. We are do-
ing it through the Civil Service structure, Ministry by
Ministry, department by department and each budget.
That is what that means.

The Speaker: | will allow for one more supplementary
following thereatfter.
The Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
thank the Minister for restating that. | wonder if the
Minister can say if it is anticipated that we will have to
add on years in order to make up, and if so, how
many?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | think |
explained to the House what we are intending to do
presently. But, next year we intend to revise the plan
to deal with situations as we go along.

The Speaker: The Member from North Side.
Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |

wonder if the Honourable Minister would say the Vi-
sion 2008 is a revolving plan.
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The Speaker: The Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, that is
what | have been trying to get across to them—that it
is ongoing. As we move along and situations arise, of
course we will try to deal with them — and it is a vision.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
OF THE GOVERNMENT

Revised Criteria for Seamen’s Ex-gratia Benefits

The Speaker: | have received notice that the Honour-
able Minister responsible for Community Services
wishes to give a statement this morning.

Dr. the Hon. Frank McField: Thank you.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Assembly, | would like to give a brief
statement on the revised criteria for Seamen’s Ex-
gratia Benefits. There is no doubt of the worth and
value of the contribution made by our Seamen to the
development of these Islands.

In past generations local timber was used to
build catboats and sailing vessels. They were used in
the absence of paved roads, for transportation from
district to district to do trading, gathering thatch and
bark to make rope and dyes and even delivering mail.
These boats were also used to catch fish, turtle and
other seafood. Larger and larger vessels were built
and sailed further from home. We know of the trips to
Mosquito Cays, Cuba, Jamaica and other destinations
to catch turtles and sharks, which were traded. We
also know of the natural disasters and losses of life at
sea and the many sacrifices these brave seamen
made.

When the age of commercial shipping arrived,
the reputation of our men as world-class sailors
earned them quick acceptance to serve as crew on
supertankers and other vessels sailing the Seven
Seas. This is a history of which we are justly proud.

Of course, | must be gender sensitive and
also give accolades to the women who managed the
homes and businesses and raised the children in the
absence of the men. Nevertheless, it is well docu-
mented that the financial allotment sent home by
these seamen did keep the communities and govern-
ment functioning in the absence of any other substan-
tial foreign exchange earnings. The financial needs of
ex-seamen have been recognized in the present time
and have been dealt with by three consecutive Minis-
ters in the Ministry for which | hold responsibility, as
well as by all other Members of the Legislative As-
sembly.

In September 2000, Government introduced a
scheme to provide benefits of $400 per month to
Caymanian seamen or their surviving spouses over
the age of 60 years. Upon taking up office in Novem-
ber 2000, the Elected Member for North Side, Ms.

Edna M. Moyle the then Minister responsible for
Community Development, requested the Auditor Gen-
eral to carry out an audit of the benefits provided up to
the end of December 2000. The audit highlighted the
fact that quite a number of individuals were receiving
other benefits from the Government, or were employ-
ees.

Additionally, there were quite a number of recipients
of the benefits who were also either working, owned
their businesses, or were financially secure. Ms.
Moyle, the then Minister, asked the Honourable Ex-
ecutive Council to revise the criteria for the seamen’s
ex-gratia benefits and this was done in March and
September 2001. This resulted in many seamen being
denied needed and deserved financial assistance.

However, in January 2002, Honourable Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly who are members of
the United Democratic Party requested a meeting with
the Ministry, for which | hold constitutional responsibil-
ity, to discuss the seamen ex-gratia benefits. At this
meeting the Ministry answered questions on the his-
tory and philosophy of the benefits. It was agreed to
review all beneficiaries and new applicants, using new
criteria reflective of the decisions taken at that meet-
ing with the Ministry and the United Democratic Party.

Some members of the United Democratic
Party expressed concern that there were some recipi-
ents who had been, or would be, terminated and
would be unable to meet their basic household ex-
penses. Therefore, Government agreed that we
should be assisting these individuals and that all re-
cipients who are receiving an income up to $1500,
inclusive of this and any other government assistance
as total household income per month, would continue
to receive the benefits.

In the past our recipients received $400
monthly, however, Government aid will now be limited
to the amount needed to make up the shortfall of the
$1500 total income, while the maximum amount
granted monthly will still not exceed $400. This would
have to be verified by a standard means test, normally
via the Department of Social Services and/or accom-
panied by the relevant certified documentation which
will include, where applicable, medical certificates,
bank statements, titles of property, shares certificates,
pension agreement and so on.

The Ministry has since revised eligibility crite-
ria check list and application form to take into account
the above and have had them approved by the Execu-
tive Council on the 9 February 2002. It should be
noted that at present the Ministry of Community Ser-
vices is providing benefits to 453 seamen, or their
surviving spouses, at an annual cost of $2,174,400
and is unable to add any new eligible recipients at this
time.

Once the Ministry has reviewed all existing recipients
and new applicants using these revised eligibility crite-
ria, | will update the Executive Council and Members
of the Honourable House. It should be noted that
there is a possibility that the Ministry may need to
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seek supplementary funds this year. The Ministry will
inform all present recipients and future applicants of
the revised criteria via the various media, radio, televi-
sion and newspaper.

Recipients of the Government monthly check
will be advised in the press release that their benefits
are being reviewed and all are required to submit up-
dated information and complete new application
forms. The new form must be completed and returned
along with relevant paper work such as property titles,
medical certificates, pensions and insurance policies,
as well as documents showing investment shares and
salaries. Copies of this new eligibility criteria applica-
tion form and checklist are available to Members of
the Honourable House.

Madam Speaker, | thank you for the opportu-
nity to share this statement with this Honourable
House.

Statement by the Honourable Speaker regarding
the approval by His Excellency the Governor on 20
February 2002 of the Legislative Assembly
(Amendment) Standing Orders 2002

The Speaker: Thank you. Before moving on to the
next item of business, | should wish to confirm for the
record that in exercise of the powers confirmed on the
Legislative Assembly by subsection (1) of 31, Sched-
ule 2 of the Cayman Islands Constitution Order 1972
as amended, and in accordance with Standing Order
87 of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders (1997
Revision), the following amendment to the legislative
amendment Standing Orders (1997 Revision) was
made by the Legislative Assembly on 20 February
2002.

As all Members will be aware, that specific
amendment went as follows, ‘No Member at any one
time may speak on any debate for any period of
time which, exclusive of breaks, exceeds two
hours’. It was made by this Honourable House yes-
terday, being the 20" day February 2002, and ap-
proved with effect on the same day, being the 20" of
February 2002, and signed off by His Excellency the
Governor, Peter J. Smith, CBE, Governor of the Cay-
man Islands.

Please proceed, Madam Clerk.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

The Speaker: Honourable Leader of Government
Business.

Suspension of Standing Order 14(3)
Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Today being Thursday, Private Members’
Business has precedence over Government Business.

In order to allow the Throne Speech to go forward as
we usually do, we move under Standing Order 83 to

suspend Standing Order 14(3) to allow Government
Business to take precedence over Other Business.

The Speaker: Thank you. The question is that Stand-
ing Order 14(3) be suspended to allow the Govern-
ment Business to take precedence over Other Busi-
ness.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Standing Order 14(3) suspended.

Commencement of Debate Throne Speech Deliv-
ered by His Excellency, Mr. Peter J. Smith, CBE,
Governor of the Cayman Islands, on Friday 15
February 2002

The Speaker: Does any Member wish to speak?
Does any Member wish to speak? Last call. Does any
Member wish to speak?

The Second Elected Member for the district
of George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, for this opportunity to offer my contribution to
the debate on the 2002 Throne Speech.

| am also grateful to you, Madam Speaker for
reading the amendment to the Legislative Assembly
Standing Orders that was approved by His Excellency
the Governor, apparently yesterday, going by the
date. | must commend him for the expedition and note
that it would be marvelous if all matters of importance
affecting the governance of this country were ac-
corded such priority and given such swift treatment.

Madam Speaker, in the introduction to the
Throne Speech, His Excellency noted that this is an
exciting time for those like him who have a tendency
towards optimism. | suspect that His Excellency’s op-
timism is due in large part to the fact that he is leaving
these Islands shortly and will not have the responsibil-
ity for dealing with the significant problems and issues
that the country currently faces.

| am a bit saddened at the news that His Ex-
cellency will be departing these shores shortly. In-
deed, | feel like a little old lady who attended the last
church service held by the minister of her church. You
see, she had gone to services at this church all her life
and she sat in the same pew time after time, Sunday
after Sunday, year after year. However, on this occa-
sion as she attended the final service to be held by
the good minister, as he talked about the time he had
spent there, how sad he was to leave and what a
wonderful replacement the individual was who would
fill his shoes, she sat in the pew and she cried incon-
solably throughout the service. And so, when the ser-
vice was over and the minister was saying his final
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goodbye he said, ‘Sister Mary, | have been in this
church for four years and as | have preached, | have
watched you Sunday after Sunday. We hardly spoke
and | had no idea that you loved me so and that you
appreciated my sermons so much. | am deeply
moved, but never mind, the one who shall follow me is
even better than | am’. She said, ‘Aye, minister you
see that is the problem.” He said, ‘What do you mean
sister?’ She said, ‘| have sat here for years and years
and the reason | am crying, sir, is not that | love you
so much; the reason | am crying, sir, is that in my ex-
perience every change has been for the worse’.

And so | feel a little like that old lady when |
note the imminent departure of His Excellency. | feel a
bit tearful.

His Excellency referred to the constitutional
reform efforts which are underway and in particular
the work of the Constitutional Review Commissioners
who were shortly to present their report and draft
modernized Constitution. | too would like to thank pub-
licly the Constitutional Commissioners, Messrs. Arthur
Hunter, Benson Ebanks and Leonard Ebanks for the
tremendous amount of work that they have put into
this exercise and the real efforts they have made to try
to involve the entire community in the exercise.

| attended a number of the meetings and |
must say that | was very impressed with the presenta-
tions by the Commissioners. However, | was disap-
pointed by the responses of the audience. | believe
the Commissioners were also disappointed that more
people did not avail themselves of the opportunity to
participate in the process by attending these meet-
ings.

| believe that the Draft Constitution we will re-
ceive in due course for discussion, and ultimately for
debate on the Floor of this Honourable House, will be
the product of a very thorough exercise—one in which
the Commissioners will have given a great deal of
thought and conducted a great deal of research be-
fore that draft is produced.

I think that perhaps it is timely at this stage,
even though we are yet to see the Draft Constitution,
that | take this opportunity in debating the Throne
Speech to explore a little of the elements of constitu-
tional reform. In the current Constitution we have the
Westminster system of government, and more specifi-
cally the tropical Westminster model, if | may call it
that, which has generally been adopted within the An-
glophone Caribbean over the course of the past 50 or
S0 years.

During the very first meeting | held when |
stood for election in the last campaign, | discussed the
possibility and need for constitutional reform because
| believe for all of us who have been interested in the
political development of this country, we came to real-
ize quite some time ago that the current constitutional
document which governs the administration of this
country is somewhat outdated. We have in many re-
spects outgrown its tenets.

Madam Speaker, the events which followed
the Election and indeed the way the entire Election
campaign was conducted without any teams, parties
and serious groupings were, | believe, clear evidence
of the need for constitutional advancement. The con-
troversy which followed in the effort to form the gov-
ernment that took office following the 2000 elections,
again, | believe, highlighted the need for some system
which involves discipline, which involves some ele-
ment of certainty and predictability about the outcome
of the process.

And then to a year—8th November of last
year, made it plain to all in even more explicit terms
that the system under which we currently operate is
unsuited to deal with the level of political maturity and
expectations that those who participate in the political
process have.

Now, what transpired in November of last year
did not sit well with the majority of the people of this
country in my view, and it still does not sit well. Many
of the people feel cheated in the sense that while
there was a significant change in the government in
November 2001, they did not participate in the proc-
ess. Many believe that what transpired then was un-
democratic, notwithstanding the fact that what was
done was conducted quite well within the provisions of
our current constitutional document. | have told many
people, constituents and others, time and time again
just that. What happened was constitutional, but it
does not even begin to appease their outrage; the
standard response is, ‘Well the Cayman Islands Con-
stitution needs to be changed then.’

So, with all of the problems that have ensued
and all the controversies that existed and continue to
exist as a result of that transition, if | may use that
neutral term, | believe one positive thing has come out
of that whole exercise—the general acknowledgement
by the majority of people in this country that we need
to advance or reform the current Constitution, and that
we need to move to a system of more disciplined and
predictable politics.

One of the problems that resulted because of
what transpired and the way things transpired on the
8" November is in the minds of a significant number of
people. There is a concern about moving to party poli-
tics, and that stems mainly, | believe, from the fact
that most people see the party system as having been
imposed upon this country because the United De-
mocratic Party did not exist prior to the 2000 elections.
No one voted for the United Democratic Party and its
policies and philosophies, but the country finds itself in
a situation where it is governed by a party which it did
not vote for and many people have a fundamental
problem with that.

For my part | accept the inevitability of party
politics, but | also understand that the development of
party politics is not a panacea for the problems that
we have in this country. If we look around us we can
find many examples—those who argue against the
adoption of party politics will say, there is an example
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of what happens to a country when you develop party
politics.

The Westminster style of government as it
has evolved in the Anglophone Caribbean tends to
develop divisiveness in the countries in which it has
been adopted. It is not because the system is neces-
sarily bad; it is because of the way politicians use the
system.

And the problem is that many of the conven-
tions obtained in the mother country from whence the
system came, have not travelled well across the At-
lantic. We have tended in this part of the world, cer-
tainly in Jamaica and the Eastern Caribbean, to do
things which ensure party loyalty which create the
problems that the critics of party politics can point to.

I am talking about patronage and the devel-
opment of political tribalism because that is what cre-
ated the garrison constituencies which are evident in
Kingston, for example, where people will die for the
Party, because when patronage develops and when
there are limited resources (as there are always) the
more limited the resources become the less people
are able to share in that patronage.

In those circumstances what happens is, if
you are not part of this Party you do not share in the
largesse; you do not share in the limited resources of
the country. The logical result is that because you are
sharing in that, and because there is only so much to
go around, you seek to ensure that whatever happens
that Party remains in power. And if that Party ceases
to remain in power your access to those resources
and receipt of that patronage dries up.

In my respectful submission that is what has
happened in Jamaica, Antigua, Dominica and other
places. While there may be some discomfort in the
minds of some on the other side, because of my say-
ing these things, let me make it clear that | am not
suggesting that that is the situation that currently ob-
tains in the Cayman lIslands. It does not; thank God it
does not.

The point that | am seeking to make, is that
we have a marvelous opportunity coming so late to
the development of political parties. We have the
benefit of the experiences of the rest of the Anglo-
phone Caribbean to draw on, to look at and to say
‘That is not what | want to happen to my country.’

Madam Speaker, one of the big problems with
the way the tropical Westminster model operates in
the Anglophone Caribbean is this practice of exclu-
siveness. If you do not belong to the party and you do
not subscribe to its philosophies you are not included
in the process.

The result of that, especially in an electoral
system such as we have, the first-past-the-post con-
cept, often in those situations the governing party
holds fifty per cent of the popular vote or less in some
instances. So you wind up with a party which governs
the country constitutionally and in accordance with the
relevant election law, but which does not have popular
support—and if it does, such support is marginal. And

then that party seeks to exclude from the consultation
process all who do not subscribe to their philosophies.
That contributes largely to the problems which are
inherent in many of the other jurisdictions in the Car-
ibbean who are full fledged political parties and a full-
fledged party system.

What is often evident in those systems as
well, is an intolerance of criticism and unwillingness to
even allow a dissenting view. Yesterday when |
sought to debate the Motion to reduce the hours of
debate there were a number of persons on the other
side who thought that my discussion of democratic
principles and democracy were irrelevant to the de-
bate on that Motion.

Now, while | have come to understand that
the discussion of democratic principles and democ-
racy causes certain members of the United Democ-
ratic Party indigestion, | do hope that they will not
seek to advance the argument that discussion about
democracy and democratic principles is irrelevant to a
debate which involves constitutional reform.

So, if we are going to make this Cayman’s
model of party politics and seek to develop our own
version of the Westminster model and not simply
adopt what has happened else where, those of us
who sit in this Honourable House who campaigned for
these seats are going to have to deal with each other
in a different fashion than is the case in other jurisdic-
tions.

We have to get used to the idea that the other
man is entitled to his views even if he is critical of the
government. We have to afford all an opportunity to
participate in the process. We have to be mature
enough to practice the politics of inclusion and toler-
ance. We have to avoid these cleansing exercises
which are common features of the tropical Westmin-
ster model. When a new government takes office all
the boards are cleaned out. In some cases even sen-
ior civil servants are asked to step down. We have to
avoid the politicizing of the Civil Service. It is these
things that have caused, in my respectful view, the
problems which are inherent in other jurisdictions such
as Jamaica.

If we look at the other jurisdictions and see
what has become of them once they start to walk
down this particular road, we should understand that if
Cayman wants a different result we are going to have
to act differently, and that what should be foremost in
all our minds is not the preservation of our seats nor
our power base but the preservation of peace, order
and good government in this country.

For all the faults and with all the constraints
that impinge upon our ability and willingness to do
certain things within the parameters of the current
constitutional framework, we still have a system which
is essentially honest and devoid of victimization, which
is essentially tolerant of free speech which is by and
large devoid of patronage.

My appeal to all within and without the pre-
cincts of this Parliament who participate in the political
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process is to bear these things in mind when we seek
to garner votes because that is what the political
process is about.

There are rumours about proposals that will
come. Some of them have even been elevated to the
front page of the Cayman Net News. There are ru-
mours about a proposed increase in the number of
seats in this Legislative Assembly that at least two of
the seats currently held by official Members will be-
come elected bringing the elected Executive Council
to seven.

There has been talk of an increase in the
membership of the House. | have heard 21 and 22 as
proposed numbers. Let me say this about those
things: | believe that if we are to move forward to de-
velop this fledgling democracy that we have, it is im-
perative that all those who make the decisions at this
level should be elected and held accountable by the
electorate for their decisions one way or the other.

| also believe that while it may be expensive in
the view of a number of people, that the best way to
ensure democracy is to ensure that we have sufficient
numbers of people in the Legislative Assembly on the
Back Bench to contain the Government.

If the Government Bench becomes too heavy
and the numbers over there almost equal the numbers
over here Government tends to become more authori-
tarian, less accountable to parliament. In fact, by and
large, in those circumstances Government becomes
the Parliament and Parliament becomes the Govern-
ment and the system is not supposed to function in
that manner.

| believe, even though no one has actually
explained it to me, that the rationale for the increase
to 22, assuming an addition of two members, would
be elected to the Executive Council. We need to keep,
in my view, the balance at about two-thirds that the
Cabinet makes up roughly one third of the elected
members and no more. Madam Speaker, assuming
that one of our numbers would be elected to your
Chair, | can understand why the number would be 22.
I have no difficulty with that.

There is another rumour that there will be a
proposal to extend the life of this House by one year,
and that elections would not be held until November
2005. | have a major problem with that. | have a con-
tract with the people of George Town when we signed
the expiry date to be election 2004. It did not say
2005. | wish to make it plain that | have no fundamen-
tal problem with a five-year term because it is the
norm in a number of other jurisdictions in this Region.
| have no difficulty with that, but the people of this
country must know at the time that they go to the polls
the length of the term for which they are electing their
representatives.

It is not within our trust to extend our term uni-
laterally, and | warn the proponents of that concept: if
they think that they had objections and demonstra-
tions when what happened on the 8 November last

year, | am confident that any such proposal would be
met with far greater objection.

| think | have said enough on that aspect of
the Throne Speech. | will move on to talk a bit about
the progression of plans for a new Court building to
house a Summary Court in all its divisions; Criminal,
Civil, Family, Youth, Coroners and Drug Court. His
Excellency the Governor noted that the progression of
these plans remains an urgent need. It was an urgent
need also referred to in the Throne Speech in 2001.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for the benefit of
the record would you indulge us in referring to the
specific page number as you proceed thereon.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Certainly, Madam
Speaker.

That is under the heading of the Judiciary on
page 2 of the Throne Speech. The need for more
Court facilities was identified | believe a decade ago.
Quite frankly, it has now reached a critical stage.
Those who attended the opening of the Grand Court
in January of this year will know that five out of the six
persons who spoke on that occasion complained and
highlighted the grave shortage of facilities. [pause]
The Honourable Chief Justice devoted a significant
portion of his address to identifying specifically what
facilities were required.

Madam Speaker, he spoke about the Youth
Court and noted that neither the Youth Court nor the
Juvenile Court has a permanent base and because
the Law requires that proceedings in these Courts are
held in camera. This meant that many proceedings
had to be held within the Court’s building, sometimes
at the Town Hall and sometimes at Kirk House. During
his address he noted and | quote, “Concerns over
privacy, security and proper administration will
continue to hamper the ability to deal with these
cases so long as they must be dealt with under
the present inappropriate conditions”.

Madam Speaker, he spoke about the need for
more public space within the precincts of the Court.
He spoke about the fact that there is little or no space
for the sort of private interaction that is necessary be-
tween individuals who are involved in cases dealing
with children and other family matters. He spoke
about the matter of the lack of adequate holding cells
for Prisoners. Noting that the current Court building
was built some 30 years ago for the purpose of hold-
ing two Courts simultaneously. We now run seven or
eight on any given day. He spoke about the lack of
adequate registry staff to deal with the administration
and he noted and again | quote, ‘If these conditions
persist for much longer, the timely and efficient ad-
ministration of justice will be the ultimate victim'.
Those are strong statements, Madam Speaker.

This is not a matter that we should take lightly.
The functioning of the administration of the Justice
system is as fundamental to good government as the
running of this Parliament. The Honourable Chief Jus-
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tice also noted that despite the fact that it was known
that Court facilities were inadequate for more than a
decade, and despite the fact that plans were drawn up
and a sinking fund was agreed upon and that funds
were ear-marked, during the course of last year those
funds were diverted for other use in government. And
the sinking fund that was to be established to form the
base for the construction of new Court facilities has
still not been established.

Now, | have knocked around those Courts for

many years, 21 to be exact. | know from personal ex-
perience the changes that have occurred during that
period. | worked there and | know that there is a gen-
eral reluctance on the part of government, whichever
government it is, to spend money on the judicial sys-
tem, because it is not a revenue earner. It is one of
those things that we have to have, but it does not pro-
duce anything.
If we continue to allow the facilities to worsen and al-
low the administration of justice to break down, all of
these other institutions that we regard as being so
much more important will be worth naught. Any coun-
try that finds itself without a functioning, effective ad-
ministration of justice, system—might as well ‘close
shop’ and go home. When people begin feeling that
their rights can not be enforced, and that the system is
inadequate to deal with those who break the Law, re-
spect for the other institutions falls away and anarchy
reigns.

There was a reason for my parliamentary
guestions about the Euro Bank prosecution, because |
was trying to get some sort of handle on how much
those kinds of operations are costing this country. |
believe—and there are those who disagree with me—
we have our priorities wrong. We have lost perspec-
tive. We do not have adequate funds to create the
facilities which we need for the general administration
of justice, but there were $600,000 in the Budget last
year for money laundering prosecutions. The amount
of $1.5 million is in the Budget for this year and based
on what the Honourable Second Official Member said
in his substantive response yesterday, and in his an-
swer to some of the supplementaries, that does not
include the cost of paying the QC from England who is
going to run the Euro Bank prosecution during the
course of this year. The cost of that Madam Speaker,
is estimated at some £450,000 for this year.

Point of Order

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, a point
of order if | may.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: My point of order is that
according to my recollection the funding that is allo-
cated for money laundering prosecutions includes the
funding for counsel in this current prosecution. It is not

exclusive; therefore, in my opinion it is incorrect to say
that the money for Queen’s Counsel is separate.

Madam Speaker, while | respect the view of
the House and leave matters entirely in your hands
regarding the line of the contribution of the Honour-
able Second Elected Member for George Town, |
have to be mindful of the possible effect on a pending
prosecution and | would not wish to have it appear in
any way that it was being suggested that the prosecu-
tion was misguided.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Second Official
Member.

Second Elected Member for the district of
George Town, | would ask if you would confirm the
fact that you did not make it inclusive in your original
remarks. If that is the case, | would ask you to correct
that position. And, being an Attorney yourself, |
probably do not need to remind you, but will out of the
abundance of caution, to tread carefully as you debate
so that we would not infringe the sub judice ruling as
is set out in our Standing Orders which we, in my
opinion, we have not done thus far.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | certainly do not want to misrepresent the
position at all and | am grateful to the Second Official
Member for having said what he did. Maybe he can
assist me again when | give him my understanding of
this.

The reason | couched what | said in those
terms was that in an answer to a supplementary, the
Honourable Second Official Member said that last
year the money for a QC was paid from a vote in his
Portfolio, but that this year the funding would come
from the asset sharing fund. Now, the asset sharing
fund is not a part of this Budget, hence my conclusion
that the monies provided for in here, which are $1.5
million is a sum over and above the £450,000 ,which,
it is estimated will be required to pay Mr. Mitchell. |
can sit down now and the Honourable Second Official
Member can respond to this because | would like to
make sure that we have it right.

The Speaker: Honourable Second Official Member.
Point of Clarification

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | will rise on a point of clarification in the cir-
cumstances. | think this is the case of one and one not
making two. In fact, both propositions are correct: the
money did emanate and does emanate from the As-
sets Confiscation fund, but it has to be brought into
Government’s recurrent expenditure so it is one and
the same money. Therefore it is not additional. The
reason why it shows in the Budget is that it cannot be
expended directly from the Asset Confiscation Fund; it
has to be brought into government revenues first in
order to do so.
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The Speaker: Thank you for that expounding. The
Honourable Second Elected Member for George
Town, please continue.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, | accept that explanation and in fact, | am
somewhat relieved because it means then that we are
talking of $1.5 million this year rather than $1.5 million
plus £450,000 whatever that amount comes to.

As a matter of interest | wonder if the pro-
ceeds of the Asset Sharing Fund are shown in the
revenue stream of government to balance the books,
but I do not need a response to that now, it is just an
observation.

| continue my debate and | am still making the
point that whether it is $1.5 million we speak about, or
$2 million dedicated to the prosecution of money
laundering offences in the course of this year, | be-
lieve that we have lost perspective. We all know that
figure is not representative of the true cost to Gov-
ernment. That does not factor in the Court time and
the cost of paying the members of Government Legal
Department who are engaged in that process. | am
not in anyway diminishing the importance of prosecut-
ing people for offences they have committed. But,
when we divert the funds that were to be part of the
sinking fund for the construction of a new Court facility
for the purpose of prosecuting money laundering tri-
als, and we have the grave circumstances which cur-
rently obtain at the Court, the lack of adequate facili-
ties, | believe we have our priorities all wrong. And
you see what happens as well is that these things
take on a life of their own.

We do not have the means to establish proper
permanent facilities for the Juvenile and Youth Courts
but we somehow magically find the funds to fit out a
Court room for a money laundering trial that is going
to take six months. It is always a question of priorities.

When | raised the question in December
about what was being done in relation to the undertak-
ing which the Government had given some time back
in September, | believe, about reviewing compensa-
tion for jurors, the Honourable Solicitor General who
was then acting or temporary Second Official Member
said the matter would be reviewed, but it was never
the intention of those provisions to compensate jurors
for the time they spend away from work.

Government had to bear in mind that this
would have budgetary implications. All of that is abso-
lutely right, but how can you take individuals away
from their work and not compensate them adequately
when it is estimated that the Euro Bank prosecution
will take six months? In the context of a trial that is
going to cost—and this is only my view and it is based
on a number of suppositions—the best part of $3 mil-
lion. We have our priorities wrong.

Point of Clarification

The Speaker: Honourable Second Official Member.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, may |
intervene on a point of clarification?

The Speaker: Would the Member for George Town
give way? Please proceed.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: It may assist the general
understanding, but it is intended that a Bill should
come forward in this Session dealing with the issue of
payment of jurors, and therefore the matter is in-
tended to be addressed. | do not think it is appropriate
to say more until the matter comes to the House but |
felt that the information would be helpful in order to
deal with this. | should also say, while | am still on my
feet, that | understand that the Courts, albeit operating
within constraints, have been able to make provision
to deal with the administration of this trial and | am on
public record as of the opening of the Grand Court
having committed myself to support the provision of
adequate Court buildings. So, | do not want the im-
pression to be left that | am not sympathetic to that.
Indeed | am, because | have a responsibility to this
House and to the Islands in my capacity to support the
administration of justice because | am part of that
process and part of that system.

| would also just add for clarification that | am
not familiar with the details of the allocation of the as-
set confiscation fund, although | am aware that it was
proposed that there be a sinking fund established. |
am not aware that that has happened, but | would
support it. What | am aware of is that the asset confis-
cation fund is intended to be used for law enforcement
purposes, and therefore the purpose for which one
can disagree on whether it should or should not be
used for certain purposes. But | am simply saying the
purpose for which some of these funds, and certainly
not the whole of them, was for a law enforcement pur-
pose. | hope that serves to clarify how the funding was
secured and also to clarify my own position in so far
as its relevance. | do not wish to take up any more of
the Member’s time or the House’s time. | fully support
the adequate provision of Court buildings because
otherwise there is no point in having prosecutions
unless you can have them properly heard, defended
and decided. Thank you.

The Speaker: Second Elected Member from George
Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | am grateful for that clarification and heart-
ened that the Second Official Member has publicly
stated his support for the development.

Point of Clarification
Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, | am

sorry but | need to say that this is not the first time |
have said that. | did indeed say this at the opening of
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the Grand Court. | am sorry to interrupt but | just
wanted to clarify that point. Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you. | also noted from the
Chair's perspective that the Member from George
Town did take his seat which implied that he gave way
to the Honourable Second Official Member to so ex-
pound. Please continue Member from George Town.

Mr. Alden M. MclLaughlin, Jr.. Madam Speaker,
again | am grateful to the Second Official Member for
further clarification.

| do not want the Second Official Member to
leave the impression that | never thought he sup-
ported these things. | know all of us, whether we are
lawyers or not, understand how important it is that we
have adequate facilities for the administration of jus-
tice to be conducted properly.

My argument, if it can be deemed such, is this
guestion of priorities. Because what happens in life
time and time again, in the little things and in the big
things, is that the important things always give way to
the urgent and that is when we lose perspective. And
that is my point. | believe that with the assistance of
the Second Official Member | have made the point on
this matter and | am now going to move on to the
other aspects of the Throne Speech. Perhaps, Madam
Speaker, this might be a convenient time.

The Speaker: We shall suspend for 15 minutes and |
would ask all Members to exercise due diligence so
that we can have a quorum exactly in 15 minutes
time.

Proceedings suspended at 12.14 pm
Proceedings resumed at 12.37 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed. Continuing the debate the Second Elected
Member for the district of George Town with 53 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. When we took the break | had just com-
pleted my contribution relating to the Judicial depart-
ment. | would like to move on now to address certain
aspects of the speech from the Throne in relation to
the Ministry of Health Services, District Administration
and Agriculture. | note that one of the key objectives
for 2002 is enactment of a Health Services Authority
Law. | am pleased to see that. | have always believed
and | believe that the experience in this jurisdiction
demonstrates the worthiness of statutory authorities to
deal with certain aspects of government responsibility.
| think it is fair to say that generally all of the statutory
authorities; the Civil Aviation Authority, the Port Au-
thority, the Water Authority, have worked well and are
by and large self-sufficient and in some instances ac-
tually contribute significantly to Government’s revenue

stream. | think that is principally because the relative
smallness in size, as opposed to the big government
machine, allows for more focused and efficient ad-
ministration. Because they have a board of Directors,
there is immediate accountability and because they
are outside the ambit of the general orders that gov-
ern the administration of the Civil Service, they are
able to offer more attractive salary packages and em-
ployment terms generally. | believe all of these things
tend to contribute to a more efficient and focused ma-
chine. So | am happy to see that for the second time
around, this country is going to have a Health Ser-
vices Authority.

Madam Speaker, we all know that the admini-
stration of the Health Services Department has been
problematic because it has been the subject of con-
siderable debate and questions and answers in this
Honourable House. There are huge sums of money
outstanding to Government in respect of health ser-
vices fees. | think the last figure | heard was some $60
million. Hopefully, the transition to a Health Services
Authority will assist with bringing these sorts of out-
standing fees and the inefficiency that is apparently
inherent in the collection of them, under control.

There is a certain, almost tragic irony in what
has happened with the Health Services Department
and the Health Services Authority which was estab-
lished by law in or about 1990 when Mr. Ezzard Miller
was the then Minister of Health. | say that because
those of us who were around may recall that following
the 1992 Election which Mr. Miller lost, the new Minis-
ter of Health was the Honourable McKeeva Bush, who
is now Minister of Tourism in this Government and the
Leader of the United Democratic Party which currently
governs this country. The Honourable Minister for
Tourism, as he now is, was fundamentally against the
concept of a health services authority when he was
Minister of Health in 1992.

Indeed, shortly after having assumed that of-
fice in early 1993, legislation was brought to this Hon-
ourable House which repealed the Health Services
Authority Law and dismantled the Health Services
Authority which had been established in 1990 under
the leadership of Mr. Ezzard Miller, the then Minister.

| also recall that in the aftermath of that elec-
tion there was a Royal Commission of Inquiry called to
inquire into the conduct of the former Minister, Mr.
Ezzard Miller, and others, who were involved in the
Health Services Authority and in particular, the pro-
posed development of the Dr. Horter Memorial Hospi-
tal which was to be developed and administered un-
der the Health Services Authority Law.

An irony in all of that was that Mr. Eddington
Powell, | believe, assumed the chairmanship of the
Health Services Authority from the former Minister of
Health, Mr. Ezzard Miller, prior to the Election in 1992.
The irony in all of this, Madam Speaker, is that ten
years later the Minister who was responsible for dis-
mantling the Health Services Authority and who now
leads the Government, is re-establishing it. And the



52 Thursday, 21 February 2002

Official Hansard Report

Secretary of the United Democratic Party is none
other than the former Minister of Health who had es-
tablished the Health Services Authority in 1990, Mr.
Ezzard Miller; and key player in the United Democratic
Party, the former chairman of the Health Services Au-
thority, Mr. Eddington Powell.

If it were not such a tragic and expensive les-
son it would almost be comedic but it just demon-
strates what politics can cost a country. In this case
we have lost ten years. We have a Health Services
system that has had serious administrative problems
in not being able to collect huge sums of money owed
to it by users.

Now, | am sure we all have learned lessons
from this and apparently for all of us, rehabilitation and
conversion is possible and it would appear that the
Leader of the UDP has now been educated and con-
verted. . .

The Speaker: Honourable Member, | would draw your
attention to Standing Order 35(3) where no Member
should use insulting and offensive language and to
infer that someone is uneducated will not be allowed.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | wish to apologize profusely if | was inter-
preted as having said that, but | did not use the word
‘uneducated’. With respect, | never used that word.

The Speaker: Please proceed.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Anyhow, Madam
Speaker, time | believe, teaches us all important les-
sons. In this case, it was an awfully expensive one.
But | trust that the Health Services Authority will be-
come established and that it will be structured in a
way that it can deliver good, cost effective health care
to the people of these Islands at a cost which the
country can manage.

Moving on to deal with the Civil Aviation Au-
thority, | note that this year is the 50" anniversary of
the first arrival of a land-based aircraft in Grand Cay-
man. That is quite a milestone and one | entirely
agree is worthy of celebration. | also wish to note the
commendable position that, in my view, the Honour-
able Minister for Health Services, District Administra-
tion and Agriculture has taken in relation to the role of
the chairmanship of this Authority.

| noted from an article in the Caymanian
Compass some short while ago that the Honourable
Minister for Health has come to the view that he
should not as Minister chair this Authority and that to
do so in his words, ‘would be a conflict of interest'.
That is a commendable position to take. It is a view |
have held for a long time. One cannot effectively ad-
minister a ministry and at the same time sit as the
chairman of statutory authorities that are supposed to
report to the ministry. The ministerial position is one of
oversight and policy-making; it is not a ‘nuts and bolts’

job. | believe the Minister of Health has understood
that and | commend him for doing so.
In the same breath | note that this has not been the
case in relation to the Port Authority where the Hon-
ourable Minister for Tourism and Commerce contin-
ues to remain as the chairman. While | am on the
question of the Port—I will leave the delivery of the
treatise on this important matter to my good friend, the
Member from East End—I believe it would be remiss
of me if | were not to offer my view in general terms
about what is being proposed for the development of
the Port facilities both in George Town and in East
End. Madam Speaker, | believe we are all ad idem
that the facilities for cruise ship visitors need to be
improved. Over the course of the past couple months |
have been in attendance at a number of meetings
called by persons who will be affected by the pro-
posed changes in relation to the cruise ship facilities. |
recognize that these people are concerned because
they have vested interests in what transpires because
they have properties in the vicinity. And those on the
South will say that the cruise ship facilities need to
stay to the South because they have invested signifi-
cant sums of money on that basis and it would be un-
fair and inequitable to now move the facilities else-
where because the traffic of potential customers will
be reduced. And those to the North will say that they
are not sharing enough of the traffic because they are
to the North. There are arguments one way or another
and it is difficult for someone sitting where | sit to be
able to come to a view about that aspect of it.

There are some Members who have written
me a note saying they are hungry and have drawn my
attention to the fact that it is now the luncheon time.

The Speaker: In light of the fact that we just had a
break, | propose to continue unless you are having
some physical problem with your throat or any other
reason.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: No, Madam Speaker,
not me.

The Speaker: Please proceed.

Mr. Alden M. MclLaughlin, Jr.. Madam Speaker,
might | have an indication as to when you would take
the luncheon adjournment?

The Speaker: | should take it at 1.30.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. So whatever position is taken by the Port
Authority, and ultimately the Government, about the
situation of the cruise ship facilities there is going to
be controversy.

My view is that the objective of the exercise
should be to achieve maximum utilization of the exist-
ing property and premises, minimum disruption in the
services that are provided and minimum effect on the
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people of this Island who have to use those facilities
and particularly, the facilities adjacent to the Port, the
roads in particular.

| have heard concerns articulated particularly
by the Minister for Tourism and Commerce about
safety. | believe | recall him saying that he has night-
mares about the fact that an accident may happen as
a result of the cargo facilities being in close proximity
to the cruise ship facilities. That is the situation that
has existed ever since. There are proposals to re-
move the cargo facility from the George Town location
and as His Excellency said in the Throne Speech it is
the long term vision of the Port Authority to utilize the
George Town Port exclusively for cruise tourism. |
believe that is both impractical and unwarranted.
There is an acknowledgment in the Throne Speech
that the Port Authority forecast no real increase in
cargo tonnage in 2002 over the levels experienced
last year.

The view that | have as a result of speaking
with many people is that the cargo facilities at the
George Town Port are more than adequate and that
they are generally under-utilized. | believe that on a
regular basis two ships call per week.

Now, if there are genuine safety concerns
about the operation of the cargo facilities in such close
proximity to the cruise ship facilities, would it not make
more sense if operations at the Port commenced
when the cruise ships left in the evening and contin-
ued until the wee hours of the morning? Alternatively,
instead of proceeding with the construction of another
set of cruise ship facilities to the North, which | believe
is to be called the Fort George Terminal, would it not
make more sense to convert the current cargo facili-
ties to cruise ship facilities and construct cargo facili-
ties further to the North, thereby distancing them
somewhat from the cruise ship facilities?

But what is being proposed now at least in the
interim, is going to sandwich the cargo facilities be-
tween two separate sets of cruise ship facilities which
is going to increase (bound to) the exposure of cruise
ship visitors to potential accidents since that is the
concern involving the cargo facilities or the trucks that
go in and out of there. What is the driving need for
new cargo facilities?

There are aspects of the dock that need im-
provement as a result of damage done during Hurri-
cane Michelle. | know improvements are necessary
but once improved, those facilities will be more than
adequate for current and projected need. Not only is
the cost of removal or relocation of the cargo facilities
in George Town going to be a monumentally expen-
sive exercise, but the reality is—and that has been a
foregone conclusion for at least a couple of hundred
years—that there is really no where else in these Is-
lands which is eminently suited for the development of
a port facility.

It is plain that the people of East End do not
want what is being proposed, at least in general
terms, at Half Moon Bay. | know they are preparing

feasibility studies and viability studies but any of us
who have been around this rock for any length of time
will understand how impractical it is to propose a port
facility at Half Moon Bay. Eighty, if not ninety per cent
of the year it is too rough for ships to dock under nor-
mal circumstances. It will require some major artificial
barrier or ‘bulk-head’ to even begin to think about do-
ing what is proposed. And for what? In recent weeks |
have been hearing little snippets about ‘Well if it can-
not go to East End we will put it in North Sound’. And
that brings me to this general proposition, Madam
Speaker, what is it —

Point of Elucidation
Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Point of elucidation.

The Speaker: Will the Member give way? Please con-
tinue Second Elected Member from Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, for the bene-
fit of the Member speaking and for the listening public
| would like it to be known that those snippets of the
Port possibly being located in North Sound was never
originated from the Government nor any Member of
the United Democratic Party.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member from
George Town, please continue your debate on the
Throne Speech.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker, | never suggested they did.

But, | come back to this general proposition.
What is it as a country that we are really trying to do?
We cannot build an industry by destroying the very
things that make it attractive; that bring people here;
that cause us to want to live here.

There are sections of the Throne Speech that
deal with growth management and development and |
was pleased to see that. Whether or not they believe
me it was not directed principally at the United De-
mocratic Party Government; this is a phenomenon
that has existed in Cayman for as long as | can re-
member. We seem to believe as a people that the
only way the country can survive is by having more
and more development; the more development the
better. And Government’s fortunes seem to have been
inextricably linked to development for certainly the last
twenty to twenty-five years.

Governments survive because of the stamp
duty that is paid on material that is imported for devel-
opment, material, food, the work permits for individu-
als to be brought in from abroad to help with these
developments. And so we become married to this
creature called ‘development’. Everything is driven by
numbers, particularly the tourist or tourism game.

But the problem with that concept, driven to
extremes as it generally is, is that in creating this de-
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velopment, in trying to make the cruise ship facilities
more attractive so we can bring more cruise ship visi-
tors (when we really cannot accommodate those that
come now when we have seven ships in the harbour
at one time), we will go to East End and potentially
destroy seven or eight dive sites which provide the
attraction for thousands more who come on a regular
basis and stay here. We have been doing this for as
long as we have been trying to develop Cayman and
we cannot build the country by tearing it down. We
cannot destroy the things that make people want to
come here and then have magnificent facilities to
land, and when they get here what do they do?

God forbid, should the North Sound idea be
floated again and finds fertile ground where it formerly
found barren! We can ‘kiss the marine environment of
this Island good bye!” Those of us who know anything
at all about the North Sound and about how it func-
tions will understand how critical that is to the contin-
ued survival of our eco-system. Madam Speaker, |
really hope that there is nothing more than rumours
about that proposal. [Pause]

Madam Speaker, if | may have a moment.

The Speaker: Certainly.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.. Madam Speaker, |
also noted an article in the Caymanian Compass a
short time ago in which the Minister of Planning,
Communication, Works and Information Technology
announced Government's intention to amend—I| am
not sure whether it was the regulations or the Devel-
opment and Planning Law—to restrict those persons
who can object to planning development generally.

| believe that proposal has come about as a
result of a decision of the Grand Court here, which
found that the current regulation or law, allowed a sig-
nificant number of individuals and quite a broad cate-
gory of persons to object to applications for develop-
ment and planning approval. As | understood, it was
to restrict the ability to reject a proposed development
to persons who own property within a 1500-ft radius.
That, Madam Speaker, is the current regulation and
the proposal, as | understood it was to reduce that
number from 1500 to 500 and thereby reduce the
number of persons who could possibly object.

Now, Madam Speaker, that may seem in-
nocuous but it is not. When one thinks of proposals
such as the East End port project, if it becomes that,
will affect the life of every person who resides in these
Islands. But if this amendment comes into effect it will
only be those who own property within a 500-ft radius
who will have the legal grounds to object. Others can
object, but they can do so through the medium of the
press or written letters.

Point of Order

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam

Speaker.

Point of order,

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, | think the
information that the Member has just provided regard-
ing the change in the regulation from 1500 to 500 is
not factually correct, and | wish for him to give the
date of the Caymanian Compass in which he read it
so that | can verify that that was a printing error by the
Caymanian Compass.

The Speaker: In fact, Honourable Members just
asked the Serjeant to get a copy of the Caymanian
Compass if that is possible, and if not, the proposed
amendment. There seems to be a discrepancy, so
perhaps this is a convenient time for us to take the
luncheon break. We will reconvene at 2.30 pm.

Proceedings suspended at 1.15 pm
Proceedings resumed at 2.48 pm

The Speaker: Proceedings are resumed. Continuing
the debate the Second Elected Member for the district
of George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker,
when we took the adjournment the Second Elected
Member for Cayman Brac had risen on a point of or-
der and submitted that some of the information that |
had provided in my contribution to the debate was not
factually correct.

The excerpt of the Hansard has been handed
to us and | believe we both have had the opportunity
to speak with the Director of Planning to ascertain
what the true position actually is in relation to this pro-
posal. Madam Speaker, insofar as | said that the in-
tent of the proposed amendment was to restrict the
persons who had the legal ability to object to applica-
tions for development and planning approval to those
who owned property within a 500-ft radius, that was,
and is incorrect. However, the situation is actually
more worrying from my perspective because as we
have confirmed, the proposal is to restrict those who
can legally object to a planning application to those
who own property within a 1500 ft radius of the site of
the proposed development.

As a result of a decision of the Grand Court
which had defined the category of persons who could
object to proposed developments far more broadly,
the proposed amendment is now being brought to re-
duce that category as | have indicated—that is, to
those who own property within a 1500 ft radius.

That reinforces my concern that the effect of
this proposed amendment, if it is carried through, will
be to prevent persons other than those who own
property within the immediate vicinity of, for instance,
the proposed port at East End, from being able to
make objections about the proposed project to the
Development and Planning Authority. And as | said
earlier, projects of that size and nature affect every
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member of this community whether you live in George
Town or East End.

In those circumstances all members of this
community should continue to have the ability to make
their objections to the Planning Authority and to have
those objections properly considered in the whole
process. | hope that | have clarified that ambiguity. |
am grateful to the Second Elected Member from
Cayman Brac for interrupting at that point so that we
could set the record straight because it is the furthest
thing from my mind to mislead the House or any one
else for that matter. | am satisfied now | believe, as he
is, that the record has been set straight.

Madam Speaker, | know that | am nearing the
end of this new time limit. There are a number of other
areas of the Throne Speech that | would have liked to
make some observations about which | believe are
demonstrative of the concerns that we referred to yes-
terday that there are times in this Honourable
House—

Point of Order

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: On a point of order, Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: The Member is attempting to
revive a debate on a Motion that came to this House
and was successfully passed to reduce the speaking
time to two hours.

The Speaker: | have listened to the debate and thus
far | think he skirted very close to the perimeter but
has not entered therein so | would ask him to con-
tinue. | would also wish to bring to your attention Hon-
ourable Member that there are 16 minutes remaining.
We did not include the clarification that you just made
as a part of that.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | am again grateful to the Second Elected
Member from Cayman Brac. He has again assisted in
my deliberations.

So, | will move on to one of those other areas
that | wish to say something about. [Pause] Early in
his presentation of the Throne Speech, His Excellency
the Governor referred to the efficiency scrutiny exer-
cise of the Public Service that is currently underway.
He posited that this exercise will leave the govern-
ment machine in better shape to deliver those ser-
vices that it is best equipped to deliver. | believe that
that is a reference to the work of the Civil Service Col-
lege who for some time now has been examining the
Civil Service and its structure and administration gen-
erally.

| come back to what has become for me a fa-
miliar theme about the Civil Service and its efficiency
and ability to deliver the services that the country

needs in order to govern effectively. The number of
persons employed by the Cayman Islands Govern-
ment is now in the region of 4,000, give or take 10 or
20. | believe that there is no way that the country can
continue to sustain a Civil Service of that size unless
we come up with some other means of earning reve-
nue for Government which has thus far eluded our
predecessors and us. And, Madam Speaker, unless
we find meaningful ways of reducing the services that
the Civil Service provide to the community; unless our
people come to understand that they cannot expect
Government to provide all of these services to which
the country has become accustomed.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, | bring to
your attention that there is no quorum. There are five
Members of Government and two Members of the
Opposition present.

The Speaker: Serjeant, could you please bring in the
relevant numbers to ensure that our quorum fits
Standing Order 13(1). [Pause] Second Elected Mem-
ber a quorum is now present. Please continue.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.. Madam Speaker, |
note that we started without a quorum so | am not
sure why we needed a quorum to continue.

The Speaker: Second Elected Member, we started
without a quorum because we have been having diffi-
culty getting all Members within the Chamber within
the specified time so | advised the Serjeant to take me
into the Chamber. As | understand the Standing Or-
ders, unless it is brought to my attention | have no
need to question it unless there is a question that is
going to be put at which time | will not call a quorum.
Please continue.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, |
was saying at the time it was determined that you
were not quorate, the people of this country (all of us)
have to come to the realization that we have to expect
less of Government because there is no point in us
saying, as | say so often, that we need to reduce the
size of the Civil Service if the country and the political
directorate still expect to deliver the level of service
and the range of services that we currently provide.
We cannot do that, Madam Speaker. | hope that part
of the result of this efficiency scrutiny exercise will be
firm recommendations to give effect to the philosophy
that | have just advocated. | hope that this is not one
of those academic exercises in which long reports are
written and placed on a shelf somewhere to gather
dust and business continues as usual.

| would like to conclude with a brief discussion
about the Legislative Assembly, Parliament in general
and how things work or how | think they should work
in here.

Edmund Burke whom the Honourable Minister
for Education is very fond of quoting said in a cele-
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brated speech to the electors of Bristol in 1774 “Par-
liament is not a congress of ambassadors from
different hostile interests; which interests each
must maintain, as an agent and advocate, against
the other agents and advocates; Parliament is a
deliberative assembly of one nation, with one in-
terest, that of the whole, where, not local pur-
poses, not local prejudices ought to guide but the
general good, resulting from the general reason of
the whole”.

In this day and age and with the way that the
legislative process has developed, this may be con-
sidered by some to be idealistic but it provides a good
reference point from which we all should endeavor to
work. Everything that transpires in this Honourable
House should not be under hostile terms. We should
be able, understanding the respective roles, to be able
to treat those who play those roles with respect: if not
for the individuals, for the positions they hold — at least
that, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, Bruce Golding said, “There
is no joy in being in Opposition, you know. When
you are in Opposition, you control nothing . . . If
one is outside the ‘power loop’, one is ineffective
and impotent despite the fact that one may be a
duly elected representative of the people”.

That is probably the reality, but it is a reality
that should not obtain. The Opposition has an impor-
tant role to play in providing a check on the otherwise
unrestrained power of the Government. It is worth-
while to those who respect the democratic process to
give recognition to the role that those of us on this
side play, give recognition and respect for our abilities.
And endeavour inclusiveness in the exercise of the
legislative function.

For my part, | am happy and proud to be a
Member of the Opposition, frustrated though | get
sometimes, Madam Speaker, when | feel that my abil-
ity to make a contribution is curtailed; frustrated
though | become at times when | believe | could offer
assistance and | am not called upon to do so. But, |
want all Members of this Honourable House and the
listening community to understand that | could not be
prouder of being the Second Elected Member for the
district of George Town. The people of this country,
and my constituency in particular, can rest assured
that as long as | have health, strength and life itself,
and as long as | am here, | shall do everything in my
power to represent them to the very best of my ability.
Even when efforts are made to stifle what | have to
say. If | am unable by one means or another to ex-
press that on the Floor of this Honourable House, it
will be expressed and the people of this country will
know what my concerns are one way or another.

Madam Speaker, | am grateful to you and all
Honourable Members of this House for indulging by
listening to my observations on the speech from the
Throne. | hope that my contribution on this occasion
has assisted the process; has provided another per-
spective; has provided the framework for contributions

from other Members. And | hope it has helped to as-
sist the whole process of Government, the whole
process of this Legislature, and ultimately, with the
better governance of these beloved Cayman Islands. |
thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you. Just a bit of housekeeping:
Honourable Member, | wonder if you could supply the
Clerk with a copy of the last quote that you made,
please. Thank you.

Does any other Member wish to speak? Does
any other Member wish to speak? Last call. Does any
other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Minister for Community Ser-
vices.

Dr. the Hon. Frank McField: Madam Speaker, | have
finally come to understand the role of the Opposition
and the ability of the Opposition to say absolutely
nothing about what should really be done to improve
the social and economic conditions of the people.

| was on that side in that same seat and the
differences between me then and me now is that |
really need to come up with social and economic solu-
tions to the very extreme difficulties that the people
are facing in this country today.

The last speaker, the Second Elected Mem-
ber for George Town, spent an incredible amount of
time trying to give the public the idea that they should
have no confidence in this Government. | do not be-
lieve that Honourable Member’s position is an objec-
tive one, because | sat next to him from the day of
swearing in, in November 2000 until the 8 November
2001 (almost one year after the elections when the
Government was changed) and that Honourable
Member did not invest any significant amount of time
in casting doubts and dark shadows on the will and
the possibility for democracy to exist in these Cham-
bers and outside. In my opinion he had a personal
reason to support the last government and a personal
reason to be against the support of this one, simply
because the Leader of Government Business at that
time was his friend.

However, that is not politics; that is ‘friend-
friend’ government and | spoke about the ‘friend-
friend’ government before and the inability of the
‘friend-friend’ government to really be a functional
government in an advancing democratic country.

The fact that those relationships did not work
is part of the reason for the bitterness in this House
today, but | refuse to allow that Honourable Second
Elected Member from George Town to make it seem
as if the hostility that exists in here is simply because
of the United Democratic Party politics. | think that
what the United Democratic Party politics has brought
to this Honourable House is a possibility for making
decisions that will begin to positively impact young
people’s lives, old people’'s lives, women’'s lives,
men’s lives, given the kind of social and economic
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relief that the people so well need in this country to-
day.

That Member spoke for two hours, carefully
choosing his words in order to be able to twist the
minds of the people towards believing that he and the
Opposition, which he leads, are the only individuals in
this country that are capable of being honest and sin-
cere. This country has not just today gone according
to favouristism (who likes whom) because that Mem-
ber had a possibility to have voted for an Executive
Council in November 2000. That was the same Mem-
ber — the Second Elected Member for George Town —
that made sure that | was not a member of the Execu-
tive Council at that particular time.

Did he see the fact that he changed his posi-
tion as destabilising, as dishonest, as undemocratic,
as full of resentment or whatever? It appears to me
that that Honourable Member, that Second Elected
Member for George Town has very limited memory, in
my opinion. He needs to get away from the 8" No-
vember, just like | need to be able to remove myself
from that day with the turtle meat and the breadfruit
when the conceit began! We all need to go forward.

On one hand that Honourable Member is talk-
ing about the virtues of the Westminster system and
the Party system. On the other hand the fact that the
United Democratic Party was organised before he had
a chance to organise his Party, he is using the United
Democratic Party’s existence as something that is
negative. But had he and his friends created a team
system or a party system in the 2000 Election rather
than running numbers short, they might have been
able to be in a position to lead the country in the way
they believe the country should be led.

It is not my fault that their reign was short be-
cause | was willing to have gone on a political platform
with them, giving them additional strength, but | was
not good enough, Madam Speaker. There was some-
thing wrong with me then and there was something
wrong with me in November when they sat down and
ate turtle meat with me. And now they come here to
accuse us of being undemocratic; of being unfair; of
not representing the true wishes of the people as if
they are the only ones who look like the people, who
talk like the people, and that can truly be representa-
tive of the people.

| beg to differ this day with that group that
calls itself a clean Opposition. | beg, Madam Speaker,
to differ. | know where | have come from, | know
where | have been and | thank God that | know where
| am going. But | say there has been too much hypoc-
risy in this country. There have been too many at-
tempts to ‘sweep-sweep the conceitedness and the
prejudice under the bed'. If we had been able to come
together as a group in 2000 and work out an orderly
way to run as candidates and to win and to form gov-
ernments, we would not have been needing the
United Democratic Party to come in order to have
enough cohesiveness to make it possible for Govern-
ment to make those decisions legal by having the ma-

jority behind, supporting those decisions in this Hon-
ourable House.

| do not know who talked to whom in Novem-
ber 2000 and said that Frank McField was not good
enough to be a member of the Executive Council, or
why Gilbert McLean could not be a member of the
Executive Council. | heard that people talked to peo-
ple about that and that was the reason we got into the
position of the ‘horse-trading’ going to West Bay. | did
not cause that.

| have tried to tell people that | have not stolen
anything, so when the Second Elected Member for
George Town gets up and says how the people of this
country are so upset by what happened on the 8 No-
vember and how undemocratic that was. He needs to
remember that he was the one who put this entire
process into gang! Phase one was at the house of the
First Elected Member for George Town.

| do not necessarily want to go back to that
situation again, when there are so many valuable
things to be done in this country, but | refuse to stand
by when that Member has this attitude as if he is 6 or
7 feet tall, hovering above us showing us how small
and insignificant we are; how much more improved he
is than we are. Why? Because his education makes
him any better? | doubt so.

There are a lot of things that have gone on in
this country that upset those persons who would pre-
fer what | consider to be the status quo to continue to
exist. | remember when | was a Member of the Oppo-
sition with the First Elected Member for George Town,
the Lady Member for North Side, the now Minister of
Education, and the Minister of Tourism. We were bois-
terous against the then government of Mr. Truman
Bodden, just as the Opposition is against this Gov-
ernment of the United Democratic Party.

I remember the confrontations that took place
here between 1996 and 2000, and | thought the rea-
son this was happening was because there were peo-
ple who were interested in getting power in order to
improve the lives of our children, old people, the poor
and the working and the dispossessed. However, it
appeared that they were more interested in power for
‘friend-friend’ things and not the real people things!

That is why when | answered the question in
here yesterday about remand facilities for youth, |
commented that as a person who came out against
the way our society refused to accept the fact that we
had social problems, that we had poverty; that we had
people who did not have the ability to communicate
positive values to their children, | was fired from my
job. And now | have the possibility to make a differ-
ence.

I come in and the first thing | must do is to
build Prisons to put those children in who look like me
and have my name! Why should | want to make that
my historical legacy? Let it be the legacy of those who
advocated it, and were willing to finance it. Not me!
Not me! | want to find a much better way of dealing
with our youth problems and that is why | was happy
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to be the chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into
Social Breakdown and Youth Violence.

That is what we should have been talking
about here today rather than how undemocratic we
are simply because he happens to be sitting where |
used to be and | am in this seat where he thought he
should be. Well, let him wait until 2004, if that is the
fate. But until then | will work to try to correct a lot of
the social breakdown problems in this country by in-
vesting and having a hands-on approach to problem
solving.

| have taken over one of the most difficult sub-
jects in this country being that of Prison. And | believe
that | have taken that on not because | believe that |
can solve problems that others cannot, but my heart is
with the people who are there, with the mothers who
are crying, because the people who are there are not
there because of any bad nature that they have but
because of problems they have with drug abuse and
use.

Madam Speaker, that is what | would like that
Honourable Second Elected Member from George
Town to be able to get up and speak with passion
about his dedication and his feelings for what is out
there today. Not what the Leader of Government
Business is, on a personal level.

The Leader of Government Business is one

among equals. We are all champions of causes and
my cause might be a lot smaller than their cause but |
am the champion of it. And | am proud that | have
come this far believing that there are ways that we
can begin to mend the social fabric in this country,
which has been broken down because of rapid eco-
nomic development that did not pay any attention to
the changes in values. The impact that foreign values
external to ours were having on our people, when
there was no one there to council them and give them
the feeling, is what we were criticizing between 1996
and 2000.
Now we get to 2002 and | am being told that the real
problem in this country is me; my government; the
government that | am a part of. Not the past, not the
future, but now. But | believe, Madam Speaker, that
we need to look closely at the need in this country not
just for extended Court facilities as the Honourable
Second Elected Member from George Town has spo-
ken of. It shows his priorities.

Yes, law and order is necessary for good
governance, but so is affordable housing; so are the
benefits to our seamen; so are schools; so are all of
these social amenities important to the maintenance
of order. But he, coming from where he comes, picks
out the Courts as that which is necessary for social
cohesion in our society.

Madam Speaker, why did he not talk about
the pre-school programmes; the after-school pro-
grammes; the need for us to continue to finance after-
school programmes that were cut by the last admini-
stration between 2000 and 2001, at least until the 8
November. Why do we not talk about the priorities of

that administration to go along with this ‘arm-jerk’ re-
action and build a facility to lock children up and
spend $60,000 per year to incarcerate a young child
whose parents cannot even make $15,000 per year.

If | sound impatient it is because | see these
problems and | feel these problems. They are happen-
ing to people who are like me. | have had no desire to
remove myself from being able to see the suffering,
and regardless of whether or not | am Minister for
Community Services or not, | find myself in the same
neighbourhoods speaking to people about the same
problems.

Just this morning while | was going to my of-
fice to meet the new Chairman of the Adoption Board |
stopped at the Police Station where the Cayman Is-
lands Marine Institute was picking up children who
were at the lock-up. | know these children and |
stopped to talk to them. | am not just leaving it to the
professionals; | am involved. | met one of the girls
from the Marine Institute in here yesterday and said to
her, ‘We are here for you, we are on your side, we are
willing to fight with you as long as you are willing to
show us that the opportunities which we are offering
you, will be taken seriously’.

We are trying to make sure that those children
are not permanently locked up. Locking children up is
not the way we intend to solve the problem. There are
a lot of people who are saying that a secure residen-
tial facility will give us the possibility to solve the prob-
lems, but those people who are saying that know
nothing about social development.

The majority of people that are informed about
youth development will tell you that if you are going to
punish children but never reward them, at the end of
the day all they are going to do is become hardened
to your punishment. They will learn like all human be-
ings have learned—to adopt themselves to the condi-
tions that you now mould them into.

All we have to do is look at war and look at
areas in the world where people fight wars and we
thought that they could not live under those conditions
for so long. But we see how long people can live un-
der these adverse conditions—how they can adopt
themselves and tailor themselves to all kinds of condi-
tions. It is the same with incarceration.

The child, even more so than the adult, will be
able to condition himself to those particular types of
environments. So, it is not a solution, and whose chil-
dren are they? The poorer class people’s children.
The other people can get their children out of prob-
lems.

In doing our inquiry into social breakdown we
found out that the problems of juvenile delinquency go
across the social spectrum. It is not limited to any one
particular area or any one particular group, but the
point is that the resiliency of those particular families
that are better off educated and financially, they are
not going to allow their child to go through the juvenile
justice system and end up locked up. They are going
to get tutors and counsellors. They are going to fight
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to get their child out of that system because they know
that to institutionalise them is to ‘finish them off".

So, we have no solution to juvenile delin-
guency in residential facilities. We have (as has been
suggested by His Excellency the Governor in his
Throne Speech) to look at alternatives. We must see
detention not as a building, but as a continuum of su-
pervision. We can go from zero supervision, where
parents are not supervising their children — one rea-
son why we have this breakdown — but should we go
from zero supervision to the lock-up? Madam
Speaker, what have we tried between that and the
lock-up? Absolutely nothing!

The CIMI was a good experiment, but it has
gotten really run down. It did not have the necessary
manpower to have it functioning to benefit us at that
particular time, so we lost a very important facility. We
have done much already to correct that problem in the
hundred days that we have been in office as the
United Democratic Party Government. That is a much
shorter time than when the friends of the Second
Elected Member from George Town were in power. |
have gone in there and have identified a lot that can
be to improve social issues in this country because |
did not have to wait to be elected to be in interested. |
did not have to wait to be elected to have knowledge
of the problems that | would be dealing with. That has
been my life long commission.

One of the first things we did in the Ministry of
Community Services, Women’'s Affairs, Youth and
Sports, is to convince the Executive Council (the
United Democratic Party Government) that pro-social
behaviour is something that Government must actively
encourage. We can no longer have the laissez-faire
attitude toward socialization and social control that we
had before. Because there are circumstances that
cause certain families not to be able or willing to look
after the supervision and nurturing of their children.
And as a result these children get involved in deviant
behaviour. They learn it in their homes by seeing do-
mestic abuse, by seeing parents resolving disputes
through the use of violence rather than communicat-
ing and compromising.

So, we just cannot go into areas into our
country where we know that these children are com-
ing from and say, ‘What we had to offer you is a nice
little barbed wire fence for your children because we
really believe that they will be safer there and the so-
ciety will be more secure’. But what happens when
they come out, Madam Speaker? They will come out
one day, maybe twenty years down the line, and we
still have to start at that particular point again trying to
find some way of actually getting them to recognise
their responsibility to themselves and to society.

So, pro-active pro-social behaviour is part of
the whole objective of community development. We
do not wait until we see the breakdown before we do
something because community services for too long
have been based upon reactions to problems rather
than being proactive. If we go into neighbourhoods,

for instance, and find that children are organised in
sports; football, netball, basketball, one of the things
that we can do is we can say, ‘Look we are going to
support sports but we find that we are spending at this
time $200,000 more on youth and sports than we are
spending on substance abuse services’. Substance
abuse services are not necessarily services that are
always preventative services. Many times it is a reac-
tion to a problem that is already there and therefore,
you invest nothing in actually trying to prevent the
problem.

One of the first things that we did within the
first thirty days of the new administration, after the 8
November, we went in and said that we wanted to talk
with the Football Association (the players) to arrange
a contract with them where National Team players
become pro-social role models. So that we actually
elicit them and support them financially, and as a re-
sult they behave, publicly, in a particular manner, not
just on the football field but also off the football field.
We also justified that due to the fact that football had
been the national sport in this country as far as we are
concerned. We also know a lot of football players from
all the different districts, women and men who have
brought football to a point where football activities can
really work to create a kind of community bonding and
wholesomeness that would act against the develop-
ment of anti-social behaviour in our communities. And
some communities, believe it or not, are more im-
pacted by anti-social behaviour than others. So, the
children in these communities are more vulnerable
than the children in other areas, although children in
other areas can and do get involved with asocial be-
haviour as well.

From the time | came back to this country in
1977 we have known that certain areas were more
prone to suffer as a result of these types of asocial
values and behaviours. Therefore, the children in
those areas needed to have particular attention. From
as far back as then | advocated a pre-school system. |
do not know what | was called back then, but | do not
think that | was many good things back then because |
was ‘racist’, ‘racialist’, et cetera, because | was talking
about those children. But all you have to do now is go
up to Northward and see who is there. All you have to
do is go and see who is at the Marine Institute to un-
derstand that until we get our thinking to a level where
we can focus in on the people that are being affected
by these particular vices in the society we are not go-
ing to be able to do anything.

So, we have decided as a Government to in-
vest up to $182,000, | believe, in giving our national
football players an opportunity to bring the standard of
football and positive character to a new level. We are
not saying that money by itself can accomplish those
things. We do believe, however, that in a society
where punitive reaction has been the norm it is time
that we begin to set a new standard. One whereby a
government minister feels that he is close enough to
the people who have been affected by these issues,
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to try to more gently persuade them to comply with
our general socialisation and social control policies.

Madam Speaker, knowing that the Second
Elected Member from George Town is from a district
that has a lot of social issues, housing is what | would
have liked for him to talk about today. We have identi-
fied the lack of proper housing as one of the chief
causes of social breakdown for the children who are
giving us these issues in the schools and outside the
schools. One of the reasons they are on the street is
that there are too many people at home. It is crowded.
If you go to poor countries you see a lot of people out-
side because there is more space on the outside than
there is inside. So, being on the streets is just some
time to develop some kind of individuality and to ‘have
some space’, as we like to say, ‘for yourself'.

There have been political talks about housing
in this country for ‘donkey’s ages’ and no government
has been able to tackle this problem with any kind of
commitment. This Government will do so. This Gov-
ernment sees that there is a need to change laws in
order to make it more feasible for poorer people to be
able to pass the Planning bureaucracy’s obstacles to
be able to own a piece of land.

Madam Speaker, if the size of the land has to
remain the same; if the lay-backs have to remain the
same, if the poor person has to fit the same conditions
all the time; if we are going to legalise a particular
standard of living, when people fall below that stan-
dard of living Government should have the resources
to make sure that they get back there. So, if you do
not have the resources to make sure that they can
stay on that standard you have to become more flexi-
ble about those standards.

| believe that | bring a valuable perspective to
this Government. That is a perspective that had been
lacking for a long time. | believe that when | came in
here in 1996 | brought it to the House. With no disre-
spect to the Minister of Tourism and Leader of Gov-
ernment Business who | think has done a tremendous
job in concentrating on these issues, | think | have
something also to offer. And since that Minister is in-
terested in perhaps creating the foundation for us to
be able to make the social changes, | believe that his
job is best served out there in the front while we take
care of these issues. Without the economic foundation
and development, we cannot pay for these social pro-
grammes which we so badly need.
| see the Scranton area in George Town as an area
that is filled with love and cohesiveness. People only
need to go to functions there and they understand and
all talk about how good the people are. We have so-
cial problems in those areas. We have youth prob-
lems, drug problems. Many of the people who seem to
be there with the drugs are from outside the
neighbourhood but they just go there to deal their
drugs.

Madam Speaker, we need to get into those
areas and do some urban renewal. My dream is that
we will be able to go into the Scranton area and con-

vince the larger families — communal families — that
need to stay together and not move out some place to
Bodden Town, East End or North Side, but instead to
remain a part of that George Town community be-
cause that has been for a long long time a part of the
George Town heritage. And the more | read our his-
tory the more | understand why it is important to keep
those communities in tact.

Madam Speaker, | have this dream that we
could go into the area and convince people to pool
their land together that we will have land that Gov-
ernment will say, ‘Here, let us have a housing Co-op
in this area, you people will own it and Government
will help you to achieve this and Government will put
in a few million dollars maybe even the private sector
and we will not have separate homes'. Because a lot
of people have already learned how to live together
and how to share, work and rare children together and
how to build some nice town houses in that area.
Maybe they will have a few little shops, and maybe
even the tourists will find some attraction in that area.

That is the vision of the United Democratic
Party. A vision about the development of people and
not a vision about castigating people because one
person who was a member of the 1992 government is
now the Secretary of the Party. And because there
was a disagreement about whether or not they should
have a health authority board that should mean that
these people should not get together.

The vision survives the death of the dream
and | am happy that | find myself in Government at
this particular time with a leader and with other Mem-
bers who are socially conscious; who think about poor
people and disadvantaged people. As Minister for
Women's Affairs | believe that the gender policy is
important and we just had the possibility to have a
report on the gender policy to the Executive Council. |
might say something more about that as | go on that
the person we have responsible for the gender policy
at the moment is Estella Scott.

We realise what gender consciousness
means—the gender perspective. The Second Elected
Member from George Town said that we have no per-
spective. That is not true. We have many perspec-
tives. | have shown you the perspective on youth; |
have shown you the perspective on housing; | have
shown you the perspective on social development,
and | would also like to tell you a little more about our
perspective with regards to gender issues. A lot of us
think that gender issues mean women’s issues but
gender issues are not women'’s issues; gender issues
are about the relationships and the roles; the inequal-
ity in terms of the way in which the role between the
two sexes are constructed which leads to a lot of
abuse.

One of the main areas that we must address
is the maintenance of children. That is a distressful
area and | must say with all sincerity that in all of my
struggles | have tried to stay away from the whole
idea of fathering children, because | think it is impor-



Official Hansard Report

Thursday, 21 February 2002 61

tant if you have children that they be your future and
that your future should not be limited like your past.
You have to be able to pass on something more im-
portant to your children than was passed on to you. It
must be representing some progression. | have never
talked about that before but | really take it seriously.

So this distortion in the relationship that oc-
curs between the sexes causing men not to want to
support their children, not only makes their children
suffer, but also the women, and ultimately the country.
And they suffer because they are not able to realise
that from that incredible act the full potential and
meaning of it is to carry themselves into the future in a
more positive sense.

There is no point in doing it if we are involved
in wars, et cetera. | think that when people take the
time out to father children, they should take time out to
cherish and maintain them and the law must reflect
that. And we would like to see, as has been sug-
gested by the gender policy, that that Law is looked at
more seriously and that the amendments be made in
order to get this.

Madam Speaker, | am a man and as a man |
guess it is like everything—we always think as soon
as someone accuses us of having an unequal rela-
tionship we say, ‘No, no, no | am alright, it is not like
that, it cannot be like that'. So, men are resisting the
whole idea that somehow there is an inequality in the
gender relationships. Just like there are those of us
who still believe that to even mention the word ‘race’
in our society and the disadvantages that are some-
times dealt out to persons because of their complex-
ion — not necessarily because of their race — that it is
something we should not mention because we are
pure and we do not want to be questioned about it.
But, Madam Speaker, it is always useful to ask the
guestion, ‘Are we being as fair to each other as we
could be, and if we were fairer would not our society
be more beneficial to all of us?’ So, | think those peo-
ple who do not want persons to question on that level
about these particular perspectives are not very fair. If
we have nothing to fear then we should have no fear
of questions.

It is important that the gender policy be re-
garded seriously whether or not we are dealing with
the issue of Immigration. We find that domestics who
come here and work in homes, they themselves have
children who are becoming delinquent in another
country and we have no sympathy for them because
they are working in the domestic realm rather than the
public realm. But without the domestic realm you
would not have the public realm. So, why is it that be-
cause a woman works in the domestic realm she is
paid nothing and she is treated in a particular way,
while those who work in the public realm are regarded
to be making more contribution?

All of those things are issues that come into
play in the gender policy and those are questions that
we need to ask. For instance when the domestic who
is taking care of your children becomes frustrated be-

cause of poor living conditions and poor pay and her
children in Jamaica or Honduras, or wherever, are
worrying her the possibility is that she might not nec-
essarily take care of your children in the right way.
Making things right with people is important because it
influences the way we interact and the way we con-
tact. So, the gender policy is a worthwhile policy.
Women’s Affairs is therefore an important part of my
Ministry.

In office | noticed that there was a plan for a
house of safety for abused women. There was a plan
to spend a million dollars, but | said that it would take
a long time to get a million dollars to spend and that it
might have been quicker to get a few thousand dol-
lars. So, one of the things | did was to take this before
the Executive Council where it was agreed that my
Ministry could get $250,000 towards providing a shel-
ter for abused women.

Madam Speaker, this is a policy that the UDP
Government has made possible. We have identified
the house—long before Christmas but this is being
held up just a bit because of government bureaucracy.
| am sometimes amazed at how that works. But it will
be done: the vision survives the death of the dream.
We will be able to get the community and the
women’s groups involved, including the Women'’s Re-
source Centre getting it to the level where people can
feel safe if they have problems in their homes with
their spouses. And the Police do not have to go in and
pick the husband up and lock him up for the fear that
something bad might happen. So, the possibility is
that the woman could go to the shelter until she is
able to sort out the next move to be taken in order to
improve that relationship.

Madam Speaker, the Police have a family unit
now which | believe would be totally ineffective if we
did not have a shelter for abused women that the Po-
lice try to protect by going to the homes. It does not
make any sense to put one piece in place and not the
other piece, which is necessary. That is uneconom-
ical.

So, the UDP saw fit to allow this to happen.
Now this is happening within 110 days of our Gov-
ernment and | believe that is a very important test of
our common sense approach to problem-solving. We
have a hands-on common sense approach to solving
problems. We are not waiting for everything to be big
and gigantic for it to happen.

In all that the Second Elected Member from
George Town has said, he has not once referred to
anything that the Government has done that is posi-
tive. And he comes here today to talk about the needs
of the Court. | am talking about the needs of abused
women; | am talking about the needs of children; | am
talking about the needs of single mothers who need
the homes in Scranton and in Rock Hole and other
areas.

Madam Speaker, if we the United Democratic
Government do not bring in housing before 2004, then
we should be voted out. If we cannot improve the be-
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haviour of our young people, then we should be voted
out; if we cannot do anything to curb domestic abuse,
then we should be voted out. But because the Second
Elected Member from George Town thinks that we are
not acceptable people, should that be the reason why
we are voted out? This Government still has two years
and nine months or more. If that is the way he is going
to bark he will be barking for a long time. He has to
come up with something more concrete than the fact
that he knows how democracy works.

Let me say something about democracy. There was
democracy in this country before 1834, but before that
time people like me could not vote. People like me
could not sit in the democratic halls and that to me
was not democracy. One man’s interpretation of de-
mocracy is obviously not another man’s interpretation
of democracy. So, let us be very specific about this.

Whereas one person might think that we (the
UDP) are the worst people in the world, others might
think that we are paying attention to the issues and
causing business persons to feel welcome to invest
here. And that it is not about us cursing people about
being bad simply because they are developers. As |
have said, without the economic base there can be no
positive social policies or changes.

| know the Elected Member from East End will
get up after me and he will say certain things about
the dock in East End because | went on the radio and
said that | thought it was a good idea to build a dock in
East End and how it would help to give the community
the economic base to be able to develop socially.
Now, that Member from East End is criticizing Gov-
ernment for everything but he wants to talk about
housing and wants to know when are we going to
build a park there for him so he can get the credit for
it. So we must give him everything that he wants and
he gets credit for that too while he continues to criti-
cize us. What an ideal position! If | could have it |
would go back on the Back Bench, but it did not hap-
pen in my time! | am always trying to find a way of
getting those things but maybe my dear cousin is a lot
smarter than | am. He knows how to work it because
what happens here is, after he finishes in this Hall he
comes and laughs and chats with me and gets me all
‘sweetened up’ on his side again just so he can get
everything he wants, and comes in here and gets me
the next day. [chuckle]. This is what my dear cousin
does to me. Sure. But it is important for him to know
that without the funds to invest East End cannot pro-
gress. He would prefer if those funds came from Gov-
ernment yet he is against the Government revenue
measures.

The people from Dart Management Limited
will be doing the park in East End. So, when people
are talking about developers and development we
understand that at the end of the day the same people
who are complaining against development, they
themselves need the developers to pay for the devel-
opment that they want. It could not happen without
someone paying for it. So, even if we have to take

money from developers here to put into government
coffers to pay for what he wants, or whether or not the
developer, through some kind of corporate responsi-
bility helps him to get it, ultimately it comes from the
same source.

All of these things have to do with what we
consider as the redistribution of wealth where some-
how the richer people contribute either voluntarily or
through government taxes to the general upkeep of
the society. But interestingly, this question of the Dock
as the Second Elected Member from George Town
said—well, | am not going to say anything further
about the Dock because there is a Minister responsi-
ble for those things.

However, | would like to say something be-
cause of the East End situation and because | was
told that certain people think that maybe | spoke out of
turn in saying that | believe that it would be good for
East End. Madam Speaker, | cannot discuss the is-
sues of the weather and all the other Marine issues,
but | was speaking from the point of view of jobs. |
heard that the Labour Department or the Employment
Services Centre did a survey in East End and the un-
employment rate there is alarmingly high. | wonder
what industries will my good cousin get for his district
soon in order to provide the economic base for the
preservation of the social system and the social struc-
ture. Where is he going to get the development to
provide the jobs to create the community base which
is necessary in any society? For if George Town did
not get any development, it would be a lot worse off
too, but | have been told that one of the respects that
a lot of my people in George Town have for the Hon-
ourable Leader of Government Business is that he
does a lot of things for his district, and that we in
George Town do not do enough for our district.

| would hope that the Members all understand
that | intend to try to work along with the Leader of
Government Business and other Members of the
United Democratic Party to make sure that George
Town benefits from the development of parks, housing
development and that George Town comes first in
terms of receiving these particular facilities or ameni-
ties for its people.

Now, | need to find out from the Second
Elected Member from George Town whether his role
will just be a role of Opposition or will he get involved
with us in trying to provide George Town with parks,
housing and to give George Town the kind of social
face-lift by getting involved with sports and young
people. | also want to find out whether or not he will
assist us in achieving the revenue base which is nec-
essary in order to accomplish these things.

Madam Speaker, prison is an important part
of community services. It is necessary for us to see
that if prisoners are only ‘warehoused’ (a term | got
from the prisoners themselves and | am quite sure
that it is used outside their fraternity), what they are
saying is that if we just put them there for a certain
amount of time to do time, and nothing is done other
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than time being lost, they come out and before long
they go back again. So one of the problems the Prison
has suffered is the inability to be able to compete with
other priorities for revenue.

So, when the Second Elected Member from
George Town gets up and talks about the Court, and
although | realise that the Court needs and has
needed for decades, when he was in charge of the
government (sort of) from the Back Bench for that one
year, the Court did not get anything. But we are in
here for a hundred days and the Court is supposed to
get. Now, | do not understand that too well. There was
a whole year when the Court could have gotten when
he had his influence and the Court did not get. | won-
der why.

So, now that | am here | want to see the
Prison get a little bit of the change too because that is
where | am trying to turn things around. That is one of
the reasons why it is changed to an Elected Minister
to fight for funds for the Prison because, Madam
Speaker, let me tell you, please, if we do not do some-
thing about the Prison, the Prison will do something
about us.

We believe that discipline and structure
should be the bedrock of the regime in the Prison.
And since | have had responsibility for the Prison,
each Friday morning | have met with the Director of
Prisons. He gets more time than anyone else in my
Portfolio does and we talk about things and he reports
on things. | have said to him that | support the Direc-
tor, | support the regime, and | do not support anyone
trying to run it from the outside or the inside other than
the regime. If the regime is weak then in time we will
deal with the weaknesses if we can and will perfect
them. But we will not make it stronger by the kind of
interference which we have had over the years.

| know at least enough psychology to be able
to figure out that if you do not support the man on the
top you cannot support the man in the middle. That is
the way it has to go. It is not that we are not aware of
issues in the Prison but we have to take time to reform
it in such a way that it will be meaningful and have
that kind of impact that it should have in our commu-
nity. That Prison also—if we had a Court system and
the Court sent people to prison but there was no
prison to take the people in, the Court would not be
able to maintain its order and, therefore, the stability
of the society would also be at risk.

Let us not take off the necessity for putting
more money into the Prison. The Second Elected
Member from George Town can be assured that what
we want to do is to build a particular cell block that
would be a hardened place for people who are traf-
ficking drugs to this country. It will be built out of ce-
ment. They will not be able to put fire to it. We are go-
ing to build it in order to deter people from bringing
drugs into our country. It is going to be a prison-prison
block, a hard block.

Madam Speaker, we are fed up. With all the
money we are spending on rehabilitation the people

are just taking it in and nothing is being done. The
approach to this particular problem of solving the drug
issues in this country must be a multifaceted approach
and the Prison has formed a very important part of the
link in that particular approach. The UDP, believe it or
not, this issue has been taken to caucus and the
young democrats, especially in the Party from Cay-
man Brac and West Bay, have agreed that they want
to see a much stricter regime there. So, every Friday
when | meet with the Director | have to remember
what they are going to tell me the next time | go to
caucus with them. ‘What is happening with the
Prison? We hear this is happening, we want to make
sure that the regime there is strict. We want to be
merciful to people, we want to give people the possi-
bility to rehabilitate. We will provide those facilities but
we must show people who are importing drugs into
this country that they are not going to come here and
get a seven-year sentence and then be out in two-
and-a-half years because they sat in a place where
they learned how to develop computers, et cetera,
and then go back to their societies to be even smarter
criminals. We want to make sure that when they go
they do not want to come back because we are going
to make our jail here just like their jail.

Madam Speaker, we want to make it known
that as Minister that | have the backing of the UDP
and | have the will to see this through because it is a
very important part of our Prison reform system. That
is what we want the Opposition to know; that is what
we want the Opposition to support; that is what we
want the Opposition to discuss. That is what opposi-
tions are all about: to scrutinize the policies of gov-
ernment and not to get into the kind of situation that |
heard the Second Elected Member for George Town
get into. Basically, what has he said other than that
we are no good? That we got here through illegal
means and that the people disapprove of it, although
he goes around explaining to them that constitution-
ally, what happened was legal. He still says, ‘Well the
people said no, it should not have happened’. He
must be really in a good position because on one
hand he believes it was constitutional and democratic
but the people do not believe so.

Well then, he needs to show the people that
democracy is about more than how we feel about
people. Democracy is about rules and precedence
and as long as you are within those rules and prece-
dence when you do things, it is democratic: it is legal.

It is really a good position when you can say
to people, ‘Boy, you know what happen, the United
Democratic Party took over the country and the peo-
ple vexed with them boy. | know they are going to kick
them out in 2004 and you could see me being minister
in 2004’. Madam Speaker, do you know what is going
to happen to those people? They are going to go sim-
ply because the people say what they did on the 8
November 2001 was bad. However, there must be
some other standards that the Honourable Member
attaches to us. It must be some other qualifications.



64 Thursday, 21 February 2002

Official Hansard Report

He must look at the record that we have already cre-
ated. He must look at what we will do because we are
not idlers. | did not spend my life trying to get here to
do nothing and to have no impact whatsoever. He
must totally underestimate me.

Madam Speaker, as a matter of fact, one of
the things that | would like to do—all this talk about
gangs in our society—is, | would like to see the real
people that can reach the gangs work with them. We
have this whole idea—and it is real funny—how eve-
ryone is so perfect. They can see the problem there
and the perfection is here and there is no mixture. No
mixture. No exchange. | want to get people from the
neighbourhoods involved: people who know the chil-
dren and whose children are their children too.

We have money to hire three youth officers
but I will bet you that the general conception would be,
‘Let us hire the people who are going to sit behind a
desk.” And it would be just the same way — they still
would not know how to get into and feel comfortable in
those neighbourhoods’. But do you think that is going
to happen with me as Minister? We are bringing in our
youth officers on contracts; we are not bringing them
in as civil servants for them to feel privileged that they
have a job now and they are not going to do the job
that they were hired to do because these children are
too difficult. No, this is performance-based. They must
show the result. Their contracts will only be as long as
they can perform, and after that they can go some
place else.

What happens is that Government is very
quick to go and create, but it does not want to break
down the camp and go somewhere else. Sometimes it
is necessary, however, to shift in terms of your focus,
so, you have to take resources from here and put
them there in order to emphasize that.

We want to have people in the grass root
communities working for this. Already | have in-
structed Rehoboth to take on one of the mothers in
those areas to begin to work with children in those
areas, and we are going to fund them with the money
to be able to do that. | cannot sit down any longer and
understand the dynamics of the situation and think
that | am going to hire people on the other side of the
fence to influence the people on that side of the fence.
Our programmes are really pro-active programmes.
The Second Elected Member for George Town needs
to get involved with what we are doing in our commu-
nities.

So, | think that | am definitely excited about
my possibilities to make a change. This is what | have
been dreaming about. The vision, Madam Speaker,
survived the death of the dream. The vision, Madam
Speaker, is the United Democratic Party; a cohesive
group of people who are social thinkers and social
feelers. We come from the roots. If anything they can
say about this Government is that these are people
who are not privileged. They do not come from any
privileged group and they have a love for the people,
the common Caymanian folk.

Madam Speaker, my mother at her age (God
bless her) is out again doing things and feeling ex-
cited. We want to get the older people into the com-
munity centres during the day. Not sitting at home and
waiting for the burial but coming out and working with
the youth and feeling that they are a part of the com-
munity again. This is what our Government is doing.
This is what our Government should be held respon-
sible for. This is what our Government should be criti-
cised for not doing if we fail to do it. But not back to
the 8 November again. We have gone beyond that.
We are now at the point where we are doing these
positive things in our community. It is time that all of
the services—and as you can see Social Services is
put within my Portfolio so that we could have more
cooperation and coordination.

Substance Abuse Services cannot tell me that
they are not going down to the Marine Institute to treat
those children; one cannot tell me that he is not going
to help a person who needs some help. But at the
same time, | can talk to the Minister of Education who
is also the Minister responsible for Employment Ser-
vices so that we can help people to get jobs. But when
it comes to a point they need to take responsibility
because we are not developing a social welfare state.
We certainly do believe that social welfare is an im-
portant part of our social control strategies and without
it the society would have to solve its problems in too
much of a confrontational manner.

We are going into communities like Scranton,
Rock Hole, Banana Walk and Goat Yard. We are go-
ing into all of those communities not to fraternize with
them: not to win their votes but to get them to follow
us not politically, but to see the vision that we have for
them. A vision where they will be able to live in their
Cayman Islands community connected and not dis-
connected. It is not the development that the people
fear; it is the fear of being pushed out not having any
power, usefulness, benefits, or any relationships.

So, Madam Speaker, we need to recognise
that the Portfolio of Community Services is what Gov-
ernment must depend upon to knit the social fabric
back together again; to repair the damage that was
done; to reform the social institutions; to extend the
drive for co-orperation and coordination; to make sure
that development really impacts and improves the
standard of living for the people.

Madam Speaker, | am a member of the His-
tory Committee and new history will be published next
year. It will be interesting how people will react to that
history. One of the things that | found interesting was,
and probably | will be talking about that in my lecture
during Black History Month, people think that if you
are talking about Black History Month that what you
are really talking about is divisions. | think what our
history teaches us is that we started divided but cir-
cumstances and choices cause us to become closer
and closer related.

It is interesting to see the role that religion
played in the socialisation of our people and providing
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the foundation for them to be able to embrace and
accept one another, thereby giving us cultural traits
that were very similar, even though the complexions
of the people differ. This was possible in a small soci-
ety and one that was somehow brought together un-
der one cultural umbrella by the Presbyterian,
Wesleyan and Baptist churches.

Madam Speaker, | think we need to under-
stand that all of these things that we do, including
looking at our identity, are not useless, but rather posi-
tive. In remarking about that, for instance, one of the
issues is that a lot of persons criticise the young peo-
ple for looking at Black Entertainment Network (BET).
They see how these children begin acting like black
Americans in the urban or ghetto areas—because let
us say that that particular group of people from the
point of view of their class and the way they act is very
varied.

But, Madam Speaker, that they would go and
get an identity there, or identify with those people.
How is it that they are talking to these children and
getting their attention? We are not talking to these
children and getting their attention simply because
every time the child might even think so, we do not
deal with those children about these issues. But of
course children ask questions; of course children can
see differences.

The fact that they do not have any sociologi-
cal importance is different. So, maybe their attention
was there simply because we never talked about it.
Maybe we need to talk about it so they can have it in
their heads the way we want and not the way some-
one else wants. That is the way | think we can be-
come pro-active again. We should have been pro-
active a long time. That is the usefulness that | find in
being able to appear and do a lecture at the Black
History Month. It is my perspective about it and not
some American person who has had a different per-
spective about it. We condemn too many things and
that is what we have heard here today.

Madam Speaker?

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. We
have reached the hour of interruption. | call on the
Leader of Government Business to move the ad-
journment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | move the adjournment of this Honourable
House until tomorrow at 10 am.

The Speaker: The question is that this House do now
adjourn until 10 am Friday 22, February 2002.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 4.35 pm the House stood adjourned until Fri-
day, 22 February 2002, at 10 am.
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Fourth Sitting

The Speaker: Good morning. | shall invite the Hon-
ourable Member for the district of North Side to grace
us with prayers.

PRAYERS

Mrs. Edna M. Moyle: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth II;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
Charles, Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family.
Give grace to all who exercise authority in our Com-
monwealth, that peace and happiness, truth and jus-
tice, religion and piety may be established among us.
Especially we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Official Mem-
bers and Ministers of Executive Council and Members
of the Legislative Assembly, that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office. All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together: Our Fa-
ther, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 10.26 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: | have received apologies from the
Honourable Minister responsible for Planning and the

Honourable Minister responsible for Education who
are both off island on official business.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE

MINISTERS AND OFFICIAL MEMBERS
The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Question No. 10
(deferred)

No. 10: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin asked the Honour-
able Minister responsible for the Ministry of Tourism,
Environment, Development and Commerce, What is
the current employment status of the Director of the
Port Authority.

The Speaker: Honourable Leader.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, question
No. 10 has to be deferred until Monday. The staff is
not yet ready with the answer. | should say they were
ready and there arose a legal question and they did
not get the advice until this morning. Under Standing
Order 23(5) | move that this question be deferred until
Monday morning. Further, Madam Speaker, | ask that
guestions 11 and 12 also be deferred as the Minister
is off the Island.

Question No. 11
(deferred)

No. 11:Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr. asked the
Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry of
Education, Human Resources and Culture —a) What is
the current number of students at the George Hicks
High School; b) What is the average number of stu-
dents per class at the George Hicks High School;c)
How many students are expected to enter Year 7 of
the George Hicks High School in September 2002;
and d) Is there sufficient space and staff at the
George Hicks High School to accommodate the stu-
dent intake in September 2002 and, if not, what plans
are there to cater to the increase in student numbers.

Question No. 12
(deferred)

No. 12: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr. asked the
Honourable Minister responsible for the Ministry of
Education, Human Resources and Culture —
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a.If Government still intends to restructure the
John Gray High School and the George Hicks High
School as parallel high schools both catering to years
7 to 12 as previously announced by the Honourable
Minister of Education in July 2001; and
If the answer to (a) above is yes, when will this
transition begin and what plans are there to cope with
the additional staff and accommodation requirements.

The Speaker: The question is that Questions 10, 11
and 12 be deferred and set down for a later date with
Question 10 being set down for Monday.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Question No. 10 deferred until Monday 25
February, and Questions Nos. 11 and 12 deferred.

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for the district
of East End.

Question No. 13

No. 13: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the First Official
Member responsible for the Portfolio of Internal and
External Affairs, If there are any plans to replace Mrs.
Jennifer Dilbert as Head of the London Office and, if
not, would the Honourable Member give a specific
date of her anticipated return.

The Speaker: The Honourable First Official Member
responsible for Internal and External Affairs.

Hon. James M. Ryan: Madam Speaker, there are no
plans to replace Mrs. Jennifer Dilbert as Head of the
London Office. However, Mrs. Mary Chandler-Allen
has been appointed to act in Mrs. Dilbert’s position for
the duration of Mrs. Dilbert's absence.

Mrs. Dilbert has been seconded to the Mone-
tary Authority until 30 June 2002, after which she will
be taking a short vacation before returning to the Lon-
don Office. The anticipated date of her return is 8 July
2002.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? If
there are no supplementaries, we will move on to the
next item.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
OF THE GOVERNMENT

The Speaker: | have received no notice for state-
ments by any Member.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Debate on the Throne Speech Delivered by His
Excellency, Mr. Peter J. Smith, CBE, Governor of
the Cayman Islands, on Friday 15 February 2002

(Continuation of debate thereon)

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Community Services. Continuation of the debate
on the Throne Speech.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, |
believe that | have some twenty or twenty two minutes
left.

The Speaker: Twenty two, that is correct.

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Twenty-two minutes
left to conclude my contribution to the Throne Speech.
Since | have made most of the remarks that | felt |
needed to make at this particular time, | would like to
say again that two hours is a short time for a lot of us
who have a lot of wind but | can live within the new
restraints. | am sure that the Opposition agrees that it
was a meaningful change because at least during the
period of two hours we will perhaps listen a little bit
more to each other and we will not become overbur-
dened by speaking for the full four hours that we had
before. Madam Speaker, changes like that to be
made, can create such an issue.

It is interesting that the press also finds the
opportunity to make the United Democratic Party look
bad: they sit there judging us and seem to lack the
understanding of parliamentary procedures and pre-
cedents. It would be good if they would take a look at
Erskine May’s and then make some of the editorials
that they do like to make about the United Democratic
Party Government.

| do not have too much faith in those people
anyway and they know that. As a result of that | have
been doing my Public Eye programme to give myself
the opportunity to explain to people my positions and
my understanding of issues. For if those ‘good’ people
are to interpret for our people, then we will always be
immature and we will always have a limited Colonial
mentality when it comes to our understanding of our
own will for self-determination and our own ability to
be fair to each other.

Madam Speaker, that particular point | feel is
necessary for me to make because there comes a
time when we realise that change is not good (ab-
stractly). Change affects different groups of people
differently. Some are hurt by it; some are displeased;
some benefit from it and some are pleased. However,
change to me is one of the things | have always been
dedicated to.

| really do find that the papers in this country
are biased. The persons who are writing are not ob-
jective, they are not above the same petty politics that
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everyone else seems to be condemned to, according
to them. And they are not in a position to sit and judge
because they have to first of all prove that they are
objective and to me they have not been able to do
that.

| considered issues that have to do with the
need of the country to mend its social fabric and to be
able to reintegrate many of its citizens that have been
alienated, separated from being able to benefit from
development and to participate in living a standard of
life that is an improvement on that which they were
living many years ago.

Many of us have had economic rewards as a
result of development but the social consequences
have had traumatic effects on many of our citizens
and their young people and as a result of that, may
Portfolio (Community Services) have begun to put
programmes in place that are focused on those per-
sons who have been most adversely affected by de-
velopment.

Madam Speaker, | like to use the remaining of
my talk to again deal with the Second Elected Mem-
ber for George Town, feeling that somehow the coun-
try is upset, the country is angry. | said that because
during Christmas | received a Christmas greeting card
from someone in the community. It was obscene, ob-
noxious, and pornographic. It suggested insulting
things about my family and it made me feel vile and
sick seeing that there are people in this society who
would be succumbing to that way of reacting to things
that they were upset with, if that is what they are.

Some ten Members of this Parliament (Mem-
bers of the United Democratic Party) received those
letters. | do not believe anyone else did. They talk
about rumours—and we have my good friend from
George Town who is a lawyer and we always say that
hearsay should not go to Court but he talked about
‘rumours have it, rumours have this and rumours have
that’. What | am talking about is not rumours at this
moment. Those cards were disgusting!

Not only that: | have also received two addi-
tional letters that attempt to degrade my wife and me.
Two additional letters that have been circulated. |
have had people go to the extent to try to convince
people and to prove that | do not deserve to be in this
position that | am in.

So, | understand that there are some persons
out there who are angry about the situation, but | do
not believe this is the way that people should be able
to voice their anger. We have been democratically
elected. We are the persons occupying the high of-
fices in this country at the moment, regardless of who
likes it and there should be some respect shown to
our families and us. Whether or not they had to send
these letters to Radio Cayman—because they do
send these letters to Radio Cayman Talk Today trying
to scandalise people and make insinuations about
people.

Today is exactly ten years since | met my wife
Christiané in Germany. In contradiction to what some

of those scandalous letters say, those scandalous
letters, Madam Speaker, that try to pull me down into
the mud that these people have tried to keep me in all
these years in this country. Regardless of what those
scandalous letters say, | met my good wife ten years
ago at a restaurant where she was introduced to me
by a practising Attorney and notary public who studied
with me at the University of Bremen in the city of Bre-
men, Germany.

So, | do not understand why this campaign is
going to this extent to discredit Members of the United
Democratic Party. Why is it not happening to the other
Members? It is well orchestrated, but | know that God
has blessed me. | know that my mother has prayed for
me and many other people have prayed for me. | am
happy that | am beginning to experience the fruits of
those prayers. And the fact that my wife is at this mo-
ment pregnant is something that | am very, very
happy about. So, the fact that there are people in this
place that continue to try to envy me and try to destroy
my good feelings about my accomplishments, | think it
is disgraceful.

It was so in the beginning when | came back
here in 1977 with a PhD and they said, ‘No, no, no
you do not have a PhD, you do not have no sense,
you are a fool, you are from the bush of George
Town’. And we still seem to have that attitude. People
do not understand and will not understand, certain
types of things, so | think that it is important that when
people are given accolades to others for their staunch
stance and their correct posture, that they remember
that there were persons like myself that have been
fighting in this country for many years for what | con-
sider to be important. | know that | heard on the other
side; when | was in Opposition with the other side,
there for the four years, people emphasising the fact
that we needed to do things in this country in order to
prevent divisions between people.

Those things are still necessary today at least
they are more necessary today. They were even a
year ago, or a year-and-a-half ago when we were in
Opposition preaching the need to get these things
going. This is exactly what | believe | have been say-
ing, that | am involved and getting things going.

I met again this morning with the Director of
Prisons and it is absolutely essential that we spend
time gaining support to be able to do the necessary
reforms within the Prison system. But again, we are
talking about how this Government is not fair. How
this Government is not democratic, how this Govern-
ment tries to prevent the Opposition from being able
to make their speeches, to object to having a dissent-
ing view or paper presented.

If the position of the Opposition will continue
to be that of trying to prove that the individuals on this
side are not fair then the debate will always be from
this side to prove that we are fair and their side to
prove that we are not fair. Therefore, the particular
nature of the debate will be what it was.
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However, if the position of the Opposition be-
comes that of showing us the faultiness of our strate-
gies and our policies, then the nature of the debates
will be different and so it is necessary for the Opposi-
tion when it starts the debate, to start the debate on a
level that will have to do with policy issues, rather than
to have to do with the so-called conduct of individuals
and groups.

| believe that it is important to give the Oppo-
sition a chance to express their opinions And | am one
who will not attempt to stymie the Opposition’s at-
tempt to express their opinions because | have been
in Opposition. However, | also remember that for one
year before the change on the 8 November 2001, |
was considered to be the Member to be the Opposi-
tion over there. | remember the decorum of this House
at the particular time and there might be those who
say that it was more improved than it is now, but the
Honourable Minister for Health was also a part of that
Opposition and we were not the same kind of Opposi-
tion. There were lots of attempts to at least co-operate
and collaborate with the Government Bench. The Min-
ister for Education, who was a Member of the Gov-
ernment at that time and the Minister for Health, who
was on the Back Bench at that time, the fact that they
ran together on the same political platform, made it
difficult for the Opposition to remove itself completely
from the Government.

The fact that | have spent four years on the
Back Bench as an Opposition Member with many
Members, at least four Members of the Government,
made it difficult for me to disassociate myself with the
policies that they were representing. So, is there really
from a policy perspective that much of a difference
between the Members of this House? No, Madam
Speaker.

It was difficult for us to have the kind of Oppo-
sition with the same kind of intensity and conflict. It
was impossible for the Second Elected Member for
George Town to be an Opposition because his friend
was the Leader of Government Business. Although he
might have wanted to be a Member of the Opposition
he would never oppose, because opposing the Gov-
ernment would be opposing his friend. However, now
there is nothing restraining that good gentleman (the
Second Elected Member for George Town) from op-
posing, from opposing, from opposing and so he op-
poses, he opposes, he opposes.

Madam Speaker, Opposition has to make
sense and it has to have a constructive role. It is not
so that the Opposition as he said in the words of one
Jamaican politician, “is removed from power.” The
Opposition is a very essential part, a complementary
part of the power configuration in a country.

The Opposition prepares itself to scrutinise
the policies of Government and eventually to become
Government. We have seen that happen. When that
happens, they will begin to act the same way that at
least two Members on Opposition acted when they
were Government between November of 2000 and

November 2001—which meant that they stopped op-
posing and they started trying to get the then Opposi-
tion, which included me, to co-operate with them in as
many ways as possible to see what they were doing
as being positive.

I must say that the demeanour of the Leader
of Government Business at that time, assisted in the
reconciliation between the two sides and helped to
keep it from going to the point where we were oppos-
ing and opposing and opposing. So, we must make
sure that opposition is not because of personalities,
but opposition is because we are critical of the policies
of the Government. Not because we might not like
somebody in the Government or not because some-
body in the Government might have done something
to our friend or us that we did not like. Let us be sure
that this is the point.

In my few remaining minutes, | would just like
to come back to the idea of the dock in East End since
| am sure that the Member for East End will begin his
debate as | finish mine. It will give him at least the
possibility to be a little bit more feisty when he starts
(not that he needs help) but | would like to give him
some assistance to let him think perhaps that he is
only paying me back.

The survey that was done in East End with
regards to unemployment is a serious issue. The fact
that so many people are unemployed in that district is
a serious issue. Social Services, housing projects and
all of those that we have will be more taxed if people
are not able to get jobs. | want the Member, when he
stands to speak to give us an indication of what the
Government can do specifically, to help to improve
development in East End in a way that is acceptable
to him and his constituency because development,
regardless of what form it takes, will be a necessary
condition for solving the problem of unemployment.

I am also interested in the fact that the Mem-
ber for East End believes that docks can exist in
George Town and not make the environment look or
become worse. If a dock were to be in East End,
however, some people are of the opinion that it would
destroy some of the natural beauty. A dock has to be
some place. Development has to occur someplace.
Work has to exist some place whether or not it exists
here in George Town, for them to come here, or
whether or not it exists in Frank Sound for them to go
there, or whether or not it exists in East End for them
to be able to go there.

| do believe that a dock is a very important
commercial entity within that whole framework of
trade, which has to do with transportation. And when a
dock is some place other institutions will grow up
around it. So it will not necessarily be that you have a
dock. You will have storage facilities, warehousing,
secretarial services, booking agents or Customs Bro-
kers, and a whole heap of industries that will spring up
around it creating jobs. Perhaps a surplus of jobs for
the people.
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Obviously, not everyone wants to work within

the Tourism Industry. Looking at the percentage of
people working in the Tourism Industry who are Cay-
manians, not just in East End but in other districts, we
cannot say that continue to develop Tourism in those
particular areas is going to solve the unemployment
problem in those districts.
So, the Member cannot get up and tell me that he is
what he is going to be suggesting that to me solely.
There must be other types of development that Mem-
ber is speaking of as well.

Let us not condemn an idea simply because
the Government has brought it. Let the Opposition not
find fault with it simply because the Government has
brought it. Let the Opposition do their research too.
Let them not just depend upon likes and dislikes of
people but also take into consideration seriously what
the people can benefit from. Let them come with sci-
entific reasons why something should not happen. Let
them come and say the economic disadvantages of
these things happening. Let them come with solutions.

| was on the Opposition; | had solutions a lot
of the issues that | spoke about. Those solutions | am
implementing now when | am dealing with youth facili-
ties, housing issues, elderly issues, seamen’s ex-
gratia payments, prison issues, substance abuse is-
sues, and this is how the Opposition will spend its
three years in a useful manner if they become compe-
tent in showing us exactly, as a Government, how we
can improve on our policies.

The working of the democratic system in this
Parliament is an important issue, | realise that. But |
believe that those who criticise it, those who write edi-
torials about it should gain a better position on exactly
what the procedures are here.

| heard for instance, on the radio yesterday
the kinds of criticisms about the Speaker as the per-
son who is like the Judge in this Court. We could not
go and talk about the Chief Justice and we could not
go and talk about the other Judges in this country to
this extent, they would not write editorials about
Judges in this country the way they write it about
Government people in this country. They know that
they would have to pay certain kinds of respect.

There is freedom of speech, there is freedom
of the press but the press must be respectable and
responsible. The press cannot (because it sees itself
as a colonial institution) talk down to the Heads of
Government of this country. And if other persons have
been occupying this position maybe they should be a
little more careful. Maybe they do not find the need to
be careful because of some of us. And | will tell you,
Madam Speaker, | do not feel the need to be careful
in terms of how | rebuke. Because | will go on my TV
show and continue over a period of time to be able to
get a message across as to why it is the way it is. As
to why the position is the way it is. Not simply because
we have breached any democratic principle, not sim-
ply because we are against the functioning of democ-
racy.

| feel that | have said enough and | thank you
and this Honourable House for listening to me.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. Does
any other Member wish to speak? Does any other
Member wish to speak? The Honourable Third
Elected Member for the district of Bodden Town.

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: | thank you for this opportunity
that | can rise to speak on the Throne Speech which
was delivered last Friday by His Excellency. | will go
through and make comments on the different sections
and departments within the delivery and | will leave
the introduction until the end.

The Judiciary

| am pleased to see the introduction of the
drug courts. This is something that | know that the
Honourable Chief Justice has been working on for
sometime. It has been tried in other jurisdictions and it
has been proven quite successful. As a matter of fact
when | was in Florida over the weekend the Miami
Herald indicated that the daughter of the Governor of
that state would be going through one of these drug
courts and if successful in her efforts for rehabilitation
when everything is finished there will be nothing
against her in the records.

I have worked in the past very closely with the
Honourable Chief Justice and as | said earlier, | salute
his effort in this attempt. As we all know, this area of
concern in Cayman is quite great and continues to
grow. | will speak about this later when | come to the
Prisons which my good friend, who just spoke, com-
mented on.

Portfolio of Finance and Economics

In the area of the Portfolio of Finance and
Economics, | look forward to the implementation of the
debt-restructuring package for Central Government.
For far too long these Islands have had to borrow
money on short term and the interest rates have
caused significant financial difficulties to the operation
of these Islands as a Government. | am pleased to
see the continuation of the collaboration with the pri-
vate sector and | trust that this will be successful be-
cause without the private sector on board times can
become very difficult.

The Customs Department

Recently in passing through the Customs De-
partment | did not observe the presence of the drug
dogs or the sniffer dogs, as they are called at times.
On two different occasions within a month or so | did
not see their presence. | do not know if this is because
of the destination of the aircraft or whatever reason
but | would certainly encourage the presence of these
animals wherever.
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The other observation | would like to make is
in regards to Customs Department at the Airport
where we go to pay duty on goods brought in. There
is a line there when you have completed your tariff
forms and then you leave that line and go and stand in
another line to pay cash. | would encourage the Hon-
ourable Third Official Member to look at this and try
and get this area streamlined. Everyone seems to be
quite busy when you go there and | honestly feel this
can be expedited.

Marketing and Promotions

| see that this unit will organise the Caribbean
Development Banks 32" Annual Meeting of the Board
of Governors. | would ask a question on this in re-
gards to obtaining funds from the Caribbean Devel-
opment Bank. Will we be getting any new or preferen-
tial rates from this bank? As | recall, when | was in
Government, it was indicated that it could be some-
what cheaper to go through the local banks to borrow.
Has that philosophy changed?

Education

When the Honourable Minister responds to
the Throne Speech | would enquire, what is the pre-
sent status of the strategic plan for education?

I know in some of the schools it was still being
developed | would like to know where it is at and what
is going on if it is still being used? One of the areas
that has been developed by this Honourable Minister
is the Cadet Corps. | well understand the importance
of this and what an asset this can be to our young
people.

After spending three years in the United
States Army | know without a doubt that at that forma-
tive stage it can be of great benefit to the children of
these Islands. | also, continue to give my strong sup-
port to the Community College of the Cayman Islands
and | am glad to see the attempts being made to
make it into a four-year college. | would certainly en-
courage this where ever, as | honestly feel that if we
can keep our children here to a certain age and at a
stage of more maturity that it will be more beneficial to
us. Not only that but the money that we give to the
Community College would be staying and circulating
in these Islands.

| note that three schools are scheduled for full
inspection in the coming year and | would query, in
regards to the post inspection report for the Savannah
Primary School, what follow up has been carried out?
There were several concerns by the schools inspec-
torate in a report in May, last year. | know a number of
the parents in the PTA have shown that concern and |
feel that eventually it will be addressed and | would
just like to know what stage it is at

Ministry of Community Services, Women'’s Affairs,
Youth and Sports

| am pleased to see that the Honourable Min-
ister has given consideration to the closing of CIMI
and has had the opportunity to see first hand some of
the other services they use in their programmes. | had
the opportunity back in 1993, with the present Minister
of Tourism, who at that time was responsible for So-
cial Services, to travel to Tampa, Florida. | was quite
impressed by the alternative services that they used
for rehabilitation and | always wondered why Cayman
with its Maritime History and its background, did not
utiise some of these services here. But | am very
pleased to hear that the Honourable Minister will be
travelling and looking at these in more detail and | can
promise my support in these areas.

Substance Abuse

The area of substance abuse that is happen-
ing in Cayman is of grave concern to us. | noted in
the paper the possibility of extending the hours for the
sale of alcohol at night clubs. It is my humble opinion
that most visitors would not be looking forward to stay-
ing out until 3 in the morning but whatever the majority
say on this we have to abide by. One of oddities |
noted was the noise going on around some of the
premises that sold liquor. What do we expect when
people are drunk or drinking? They are going to be
noisy.

| look forward to the efforts that will be put in
place to curbing this noise and | think we could have a
good recipe for anyone in the world who can find a
solution to this problem.

Yesterday, the Honourable Minister spoke
about a new cellblock with an appropriate regime to
deter those who import drugs in the Cayman Islands.
This | welcome wholeheartedly. In the past it seems
that we have been too soft on drugs, especially the
pushers. | have no pity on them they should be given
the maximum.

| wonder also about the murderers and other
serious felons. It has always been my opinion in the
past that there is not enough deterrent at Northward
Prison and | welcome this new and bold move and |
feel that this Legislative Assembly will support it. |
know we will be hearing cries of human rights viola-
tions but it is time we take a stand in this area be-
cause there is not another area that can be more det-
rimental to the future of these Islands than the abuse
of drugs including alcohol.

Once again | was pleased to see the service-
men and seamen’s benefit clarification yesterday re-
leased by the Honourable Minister. A number of sea-
men have been asking about this and | think now that
something definitive has been said and done, they will
know where they stand. Have past recipients who are
not entitled to it been notified that the benefit will be
terminated? And how can others best receive this? |
know, as has been indicated many of our Caymanians
who went to sea and made significant contributions to
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the development of these Islands have looked forward
to that.

Ministry of Planning, Communications, Works and
Information Technology

| am most pleased to see, after many years
of requesting that we will be considered for a new
cemetery in Bodden Town. We have been waiting for
this for quite sometime the existing one at Pease Bay
is just about full and | was becoming quite concerned
about its relocation or find another one in its place.

Also in regards to Postal Services, | see that
plans will be looked at for the Savannah Post Office
as we all know in this Honourable House that this area
of the Island is one of the fastest developing and there
is a great need. | am pleased to say that when | was
in Government back from 1992 on, we had the ability
to purchase the land around the Savannah Primary
School for which this and other community facilities
can be developed.

Ministry of Health Services, District Administration
and Agriculture

| must say with all honesty that the new Minis-
ter has made significant strides in his first 100 days. |
am pleased to see that a number of laws which have
been in the process of preparation for some time, will
in due course be brought to this Honourable House.

In regards to the raising of the fees, earlier
this year many people were concerned. But | know
from the time | was there that Central Government
was subsidising health fees, probably to a tune of over
60 percent. This could not continue.

| also note that the Health Services Authority
Law will be coming to this House later on this year. |
am pleased to say that this was part of our health stra-
tegic plan which was drawn up a few years back. Cer-
tain comments were made about the Health Services
Authority and why it was stopped the last time. A
number of us were part of the government that did
that Madam Speaker. If you remember, along with the
Health Services Authority at that time, one of the
greatest demonstrations ever witnessed in this Island
was Motion 3/90 and the Hospital in the swamp. We
had a mandate from the people and records will show
that the present operation of that Health Services Au-
thority at that time and seven consultants that were
utilised, five of them were practically useless. But |
feel sure a Health Authority can only be as good as
the leadership and management that runs it and |
have every confidence that the new Minister will bring
that leadership in the Health Services.

Cayman Airways
I move on now to Cayman Airways and |

would just like to know what is happening there, what
is the status? This comes in under the Ministry of

Tourism, on page 27. | have heard different talks and |
know it was indicated that a study is being done, but
we need to be updated as was the policy in the past.
But sometimes we as the Back Benchers on this side
need to be informed.

As | wind down my brief contribution to this
debate on the Throne Speech | will now comment on
Party Politics. Madam Speaker, what | have seen
transpired in recent times in this House does not
make me feel comfortable as was suggested in to-
day’s editorial of the Caymanian Compass which
reads, “In the confrontational atmosphere which
currently prevails in the House”, and in the final
paragraph it says, “It is of the essence of democ-
racy that while decisions are made by the majority
there should be ample opportunity for all opinions
to be aired”.

| encourage that this be looked at. It is inevi-
table for the development of these Islands as we go
forward that party politics come on line. But | will say
that it will not be the great solution to some of the
problems that we go through. It is my humble opinion
that the people of these Islands—and | will use the
phrase from a former distinguished Member of this
community, ‘Some of them will be in for a shock of
surprisation when we go full party system.’

My feeling is that some of the problems we

share here can only be solved with us working
amongst ourselves. All of us working and putting our
heads together. And in my brief observation of what |
have seen here of party politics and inevitably if | con-
tinue to consider being a Parliamentarian | will be
caught up into this. That is part of change and | will
deal with that as | see fit.
The bitterness and anger exhibited should not be a
part of our Parliament. | remember hearing the Hon-
ourable Minister for Education say, ‘This is a fraternity’
and we need to be able to live in a dignified manner
amongst ourselves.

| still feel that Members of the public should
have input as we go forward with changes as indi-
cated by His Excellency in his Throne Speech. Look-
ing back at the history of these Islands, we have come
to be literally the envy of the world with the highest
standard of living anywhere. Yes, we have had a
number of people who had unique ways of getting the
job done. Madam Speaker, | trust that this can be in-
corporated in the Party system and that the people will
be able to make the contribution and the representa-
tion to their representatives and that they will be lis-
tened to above all else.

| am sad to say that not since 1992, when |
became involved in politics, that | have had the signifi-
cant representation from people throughout the Is-
lands, especially when | go into the supermarkets and
different places. The concerns that they are now ex-
pressing of their future, of their difficulty to make ends
meet, | would encourage the UDP to listen to these
people, | am sure they are also talking to them.
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The concern is out there. Madam Speaker,
the way forward—and this is not a scare tactic as you
well know working with me in EXCO for a number of
years and in this Legislative Assembly. | am only say-
ing what has been expressed to me. We need to listen
to what the people are saying.

Comments have been made in regards to the
East End dock | am not putting it down. For these Is-
lands to develop—and | have always said that Cay-
man is based on a construction economy and when
that slows down everything slows down and our peo-
ple hurt. But | do question the distance and | would
suggest to the Honourable Minister for Community
Development, in between 7 am and 8.30 am in the
morning coming from North Side, East End, Bodden
Town into George Town and then from 4.30 to 7.30
pm in the night, it is an absolute nightmare travelling
on that road! | feel the people from East End and
North Side will possibly now have to get up at 5 am to
be on the road if when we see these big containers or
whatever method of transportation, unless we might
even get a train track. That is the only way that | see
that we can keep sanity or as been advocated by my-
self for many years, moving some of the Government
Services to the Eastern part or the island so that our
workers do not have that long haul to make.

I remember on the West Bay road, how horri-
ble that use to be but the thing is that is only one third
of the distance as compared to coming from the East-
ern districts. So | would ask that due consideration be
given that the feeling of all the people be looked at in
this. Yes, progress must come but at what price?

As | continue to wind down I, too, like the Min-
ister of Tourism, am scared to death, but my scare is
in regards to the financial industry slow down which
could come. What if a number of these banks, when
their financial year comes to an end next year decide
to relocate?

This is not a rumour: | have had a number of
people say this to me. What are our contingent plans
to deal with this? It may have been easy in the past to
get these institutions to come here but it will not be
that easy to get them back. Cayman cannot live off of
Tourism alone.

| would say again, make haste, slowly. We are
at a crucial time in the development of these Islands
and we must have as wide an input into its develop-
ment of these Islands for the good of all of us.

I now go back to the introduction of His Excel-
lency’s final Throne Speech, and he says in the third
paragraph, “We know that those who ignore his-
tory are condemned to repeat it”. | do not know if
this is a prophecy of the part of Revelation but | would
just say to all of our leaders and us as Legislators, to
remember the Bahamas approximately thirty years
ago when certain drastic action was taken and the
Cayman Islands benefited to the stage where we are
today, as the fifth largest financial centre in the world.

He goes on to say in the next paragraph,
“The governance of these Islands could have a

different complexion by next year”. Once again |
say, make haste slowly.

Finally in my opinion, the monkey courts of
history will try the leadership style of our present Gov-
ernor and when the final chapter is written it will be
found wanting and quite possibly the bananas will be
finished. Thank you.

The Speaker: | propose to take the morning break for
15 minutes at this time.

Proceedings suspended at 11.30 am
Proceedings resumed at 11.53 am

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed. Does any other Member wish to speak?
Does any other Member wish to speak? Last call.
Does any other Member wishes to speak? If no other
Member wishes to speak, | shall call on the Leader of
Government Business to wind up.

The Member for East End, is it your intention
to speak?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Itis yes, Madam Speaker.
The Speaker: Please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, thank you.

First of all | did not know there was a wind up
period in the Throne Speech but | guess | am learning
as we go along. | did not know that the Leader of
Government Business would be representing the
Governor in replying to the debate who made the
speech on behalf of the country.

As | rise to debate the Throne speech of
2002, which was delivered by His Excellency The
Governor on Friday, 15 February 2002, | am like the
Third Elected Member from Bodden Town, a little
amazed at some of the debate that has taken place
and in particular that, that was done by the Minister
responsible for Community Services and as | go on, |
think there are a few areas that he addressed that |
would like to reply to.

One of the things the Minister for Community
Services spoke about was mine and his relationship
as family and how | try to friend him up when | want
something for East End. Well | have never once asked
any Member of the Government in the—last year and
some months, for anything for Arden McLean, | have
always asked on behalf of the people of East End
which is my responsibility.

When any Minister replies with whatever | ask
of them, it is not for me and it is their responsibility to
ensure that all peoples in this country are fairly dealt
with.

| was taken aback to learn that the Minister
has yet, it appears, to understand his responsibility of
providing policies for this country. It is not for me. And
when he talks about how | ‘friend him up’ | would re-
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mind my cousin that in our family charity begins at
home. That was the training ground for all of us. We
were taught to respect each other and to treat each
other with friendliness in order that when we go out
into the world we could carry that respect for individu-
als with us. Maybe he has been out of the flock a little
too long and he had a memory lapse but that is the
reason why | treat him with that friendliness. But he
remembered, yesterday evening upon the adjourn-
ment he was very friendly to me in the parking lot
also. So he remembers, he knows, but when the mi-
crophones are on we say anything. And | will remind
him that he and | came from the same family and he
knows that family was not a privileged family. By the
sweat of the brow that family succeeded and in so
doing, he and | have had to do the same.

I am concerned about the scandalous letters
that he has received because | think that is ridiculous.
It appeared that by inference he might have been in-
dicating that Members of the Opposition may have
had something to do with it. Well, that is not what |
was taught. I, too, have received scandalous letters in
my life but | did not go out and try to find out who it
was or point fingers at anyone. | do not think it is fair
for the UDP or anyone else to cast aspersions on any
one family, because | do not want it and | am sorry to
hear that that is what is happening. Also, | would cau-
tion anyone who is doing it that it is a serious matter.

Now that, that is clear, let me now move on to
the Throne Speech. This is my second Throne
Speech debate and it has given me much to think
about. First of all, it is the last one for our current
Governor. Since | have been elected | cannot say that
| have had any relationship with the Governor be-
cause | am still to be officially introduced. But be that
as it may, | have had audience with him. | cannot say
that | have agreed with some of the things that he has
ruled, the way he has governed in this country, but we
all have our opinions on governance.

| specifically talk about such areas as the
signing of the agreement with the U.S. on the tax
agreement. While the political arm was involved in
that, it was the Governor himself who signed it and
Members of the Opposition who were not informed of
it. Personally, | had to take it down off the Internet.

| believe that not only should we ask for the
respect from the political side of the Executive, it is
required from the Governor's Office also. When |
came in to this Honourable House the buzzwords
were, transparency and openness. Personally, it is my
opinion that we have not been seeing a lot of that re-
cently and in particular with that agreement with
America, there was none.

The Governor in his throne speech also spoke
of the Civil Service Review by the Civil Service Col-
lege. Again we are, (the Opposition that is), awaiting
the Governors request/invitation to meet with us as to
the status thereon.

| know as a fact that the UDP Government
and its Members has been apprised but the Opposi-

tion is yet to be apprised on the status and what rec-
ommendations are coming from that review. The
Members of the Opposition also represent some of
the Civil Servants. | know recently having -

Point of Order

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: On a point of order Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | think it is
a matter of misinformation—misleading the House.

The Speaker: Would you care to say on what point
please?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Well, Madam Speaker, the
Member speaking said that he knows that the UDP
Members government have been informed. That in-
formation is not correct. What the situation is if the
Member will allow, the Civil Service College Report, or
the report being prepared by them, we have not yet
seen, that | know about. It is being conducted and the
status of any review we have not seen. Not that |
know about.

The Speaker: The Honourable Member for East End
would you just care, out of the abundance of caution,
to repeat what you said please. Because at the time |
was trying to get the attention of the Honourable Sec-
ond Official Member and the Serjeant was not here to
so do.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
What | said, in essence, is that the Opposition has not
been apprised of the status of the review of the Civil
Service to date. But | am 100 per cent sure that the
Government, the Members of the UDP have been.

Point of Order

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Madam Speaker, on a point
of order.

The Speaker: One moment, Honourable Member, let
me just revert to the Leader of Government Business.
Is it your point of order, that what he has just said is
misleading based on the fact that the Government has
not been apprised?

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | have not
been given any report. | do not think that report is
completed. We know as much as they know that it is
being conducted and that is public knowledge but we
have not been given any report. Nothing can be ap-
prised on it, there is no follow up to it that | recall;
unless the Member knows something that | do not
know.



76 22 February 2002

Official Hansard Report

The Speaker: Honourable Member for my own edifi-
cation would you please expound as to what the Gov-
ernment has been apprised of.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some two weeks ago, | believe it was the 23 January,
| came to this Honourable House to sign my questions
and | was informed by the staff that there was a meet-
ing of all Members to be held in the Committee Room
with Mr. Cooper from the Civil Service College. Upon
calling my other colleagues | was told that they were
unaware of it also. | decided to stay to go to that meet-
ing.

The Governor arrived at 11.30 with Mr. Coo-
per. | was invited into that Committee Room by your
good self. When the Governor started his introduc-
tion, he said he had taken the opportunity to apprise
the Government on the status of the Review of the
Civil Service but he was not going to take anything
away from Mr. Cooper’'s presentation, therefore he
was turning it over to him.

| respectfully interrupted the Governor and
asked if the intent was for all Members to be in that
meeting. The reply was that it was the Government to
be apprised. | respectfully withdrew and apologised to
the Governor and all Members of the UDP who were
present, that is, the Government Members and the
Back Bench Members of the UDP and | explained to
the Governor that | was told by the staff, | think mis-
takenly, because they understood Members. That is
the reason | was in that meeting.

Now if that does not tell me that the UDP have
been apprised of the Civil Service Review, then | do
not know what that is telling me, Madam Speaker.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: No, Madam Speaker.
The Speaker: Honourable Leader.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | take objection to that. That
is why | wanted to hear and if | do not have the space
or the time to do it here, | will certainly do it by way of
a formal statement or in my speech but | can tell you
Madam Speaker . . .

The Speaker: Will you give way Honourable Mem-
ber?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, | do not un-
derstand. Give way to what?

The Speaker: He is not now on a point of order; he is
standing to explain the position. Will you give way on
a point of elucidation?

Please proceed, Leader.

Point of Elucidation

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | do not
know all about what the Member said, | know that a

meeting was here yes, with the man [Mr. Cooper] on
the process that it had started, but there is no report
and there was no information given to us. It was to tell
us the procedure on the way forward. But certainly
there was no report, no information that could be
given and that is basically what | need to say. That is
the fact. The man [Mr. Cooper] came to tell us the
process and earlier | must admit that the Member said
that we were given some information on the Report
that is what | take objection to.

The Speaker: | think the matter has been cleared as
far as | am concerned in that the process was shared
with the Members of the Government and Back Bench
Members and | was also invited in as the Speaker. |
can certainly clarify and confirm that during the time
that | was there, there was not any conveyance of in-
formation as to what might have been in the Report
but that a Report would be forthcoming. So, as far as
the Chair is concerned the Members that were pre-
sent at that particular meeting have no information as
to the outcome or the possible contents of the Report.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you Madam Speaker,
for that clarification and | respect the Leader of Gov-
ernment Business saying that he takes offence if | had
said a report. | really did not say a report, | said
whether they were apprised on the Review and that
tells me that there has been.

My question is, why were we not (the Opposi-
tion) afforded the same privilege as the UDP? We rep-
resent this country. We represent our constituents and
that is the very least that the Governor could have
afforded Members of this Honourable House and in
particular the Opposition. Madam Speaker, govern-
ance must be transparent.

Point of Order

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: Madam Speaker, | apolo-
gise for intervening on a point of order.

The Speaker: Please state your point of order Hon-
ourable Second Official Member.

Hon. David F. Ballantyne: May | refer to Standing
Order 35(7) Madam Speaker, in relation to the con-
duct of the Governor. Where Standing Order 35(7) in
my opinion indicated that, “The conduct of the...
Governor.... may not be raised or impugned, ex-
cept upon a substantive motion; and in any
amendment, question to a Member of the Gov-
ernment or debate on a motion dealing with any
other subject any reference to the conduct of any
such person is out of order”. | apologise to the
Honourable Member for the intervention but the mat-
ter was drawn to my attention. Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Second Official
Member.
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Honourable Elected Member from the district
of East End, | take the very valid and timely point by
the Honourable Second Official Member and would
ask you to take full cognisance that “The conduct of
the Governor, the Royal Family, Her Majesty the
presiding Officer, Members, Judges and other
Persons engaged in the administration of Justice
or Offices of the Crown may not be raised or im-
pugned, except upon a substantive motion; and in
any amendment, question to a Member of the
Government or debate on a motion dealing with
any other subject any reference to the conduct of
any such person is out of order. And | so rule.
Please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
am very aware and | have tried to avoid that but as we
move on, | think | can at least ask and find out when
the Opposition will be apprised?

Whatever can be said about the former
Leader of Government Business one thing will not be
said and that is that he did not try to ensure that all
Members of this House were properly apprised on all
National Issues. [inaudible talking in background]

There were many meetings held between No-
vember 2000 and November 2001. | recall Cayman
Airways, | recall OECD and FATF, and at that time |
did not hear of any question of confidentiality. | believe
it is given that all Honourable Members in this Cham-
ber respect and understand the responsibility that has
been laid on their shoulders by the people of this
country.

As | move on | welcome the new Governor,
Mr. Dinwiddy who is expected to take up office later
on this year. | hasten to say to him that the people of
this country, including myself, respect the position of
Governor and regardless of what he has heard or will
hear, he must form his own opinions of us after arriv-
ing here and living amongst us. That is, as a result of
whatever he hears, try not to reach us with a precon-
ceived opinion. We know, not only with Governors but
also with anyone else coming to our shores, that is
one of the possibilities when they are coached. | just
say to the new Governor that we are good people who
respect the Throne.

The Governor spoke on constitutional review.
| would like, publicly, to congratulate the Commission-
ers. | look forward to their Report. | think most of the
country is looking forward to a modernised Constitu-
tion.

The Governor said that the governance of
these Islands could have a different complexion by
next year and what a year for change 2003 will be. |
agree with him, | support modernisation of the Consti-
tution and it appears like there will be much. There
has been much said about modernisation of the Con-
stitution, in the sense of removing the Official Mem-
bers, thereby allowing the House to be made up of all
Elected Members that is a suggestion and a position
that | support. | believe it is needed; therefore the

country will not have a problem with me supporting
that.

That is not to take anything away from the Of-
ficial Members that are currently sitting in this Hon-
ourable House. But | believe that any Member who
sits in here should be accountable at the polls and
they should be removable. | do not wish to take any-
thing away from those Official Members, | have the
utmost respect for them, but certainly they are not ac-
countable to the people of this country and that is the
system as it is.

Now if we are talking about modernisation, we
need to change it. We need to start moving forward. |
know when | discussed this issue with the head of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office | could see him
reneging when we talked about the Attorney General
our Second Official Member as it is, being removed
from the Chambers . . .

The Speaker: Honourable Member could you please
clarify that to say by virtue of the Constitution, be-
cause | would not want the impression to be given that
we are seeking to remove the Attorney General from
the Chambers.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
That is exactly what | meant — that through the Con-
stitutional Review the introduction of removing all Offi-
cial Members, which | said earlier. | do not believe that
Her Majesty’s Government will be too receptive to
that, but certainly Her Majesty’s Government will want
to ensure that there is some representative of hers in
the Chambers. | guess we will cross that bridge when
we reach it.

| know the Second Elected Member for
George Town spoke on the rumours concerning the
extension tenure by one year.

I would like to go on record as stating that |
support five-year terms. | support five-year terms but,
Madam Speaker, certainly not in the middle of a term
we extend that term. It should be clearly known to the
populous exactly how much time they are electing
their representatives for at the polls. Yes, | am aware
of it having been done one time. | know that will be
the primary reason put forward if it is proposed. | will
go on record also to let everyone know that | will op-
pose that. | am but one person in here and but one
vote, but | will oppose that. | do not believe it is fair to
the people of East End or this country [inaudible talk-
ing in background] for us to tell them that . . . Madam
Speaker, | sat here and | listened to other debates
and | did not interrupt anyone, but it appears that the
Leader of Government Business is making sure that |
am distracted.

The Speaker: Do you wish to call a point of order un-
der 39?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Yes, Madam Speaker.
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Point of Order

The Speaker: | would ask that all Members remain
silent while Members are speaking and not interrupt
unless they interrupt in the accordance with Standing
Orders.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker —
The Speaker: Yes Honourable Leader.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | was only informing the
Member for East End, my good friend, that he will not
have to worry about any five-year term, because we
certainly will look into getting rid of him before 2004.

The Speaker: Members let us keep the debate to a
high standard. Elected Member for East End please
continue in your debate.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, you know |
think it is somewhat unfortunate that here we have the
“Majority might” again: getting up without the author-
ity—or permission to get up and talk about getting rid
of me. It is the people of East End who will get rid of
me and that is their choice; it is not the Leader of
Government Business.

[Inaudible cross talk and comments]
The Speaker: Order Members!

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, it is not
Members. It is the Leader of Government Business
who needs to be placed in order.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for East End,
please take your seat. | have asked all Members for
order. Order is not only asked for the physical expres-
sions, but | sat here this morning and saw various
Members entering and leaving this Chamber without
the decorum as is asked for in Standing Orders 39. |
sat here and | saw Members having discussions in the
guorum as nothing. | sat here and saw Members not
acknowledging the chairs with the manner in which
they sit in this Chamber. | sat here this morning and
saw Members talking to each other, rising up without
acknowledging the Chair, sitting on the Backbench
and | have tolerated that in the interest of expedite of
times. | have ruled and asked all Members and | have
asked it against that background. | will once again say
all Members exclusive of none. Please proceed.

Mr. V. Arden MclLean: Madam Speaker, one day,
one day.

The Speaker: Is that a threat Honourable Member?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: No, Madam Speaker, | am
going into my debate.

The Speaker: Please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, one day we
will all go to the polls and the choice will be up to the
people of this country. It is not up to me.

| would like to touch on a few things in the
Throne Speech. First of all under the Portfolio of Fi-
nance and Economics it is interesting to see that this
year we will see the full independence of the Shipping
Registry and the Monetary Authority. | think the inde-
pendence of the Monetary Authority was a condition
of the agreements we made with the OECD and the
FATF and | think we have all been looking forward to
it. One of the things | would like to address under that
Portfolio is that of insurance.
| know the increase in insurance recently and the 9/11
disaster (or so it is claimed) is causing insurance pre-
miums to increase drastically. For instance, it is my
understanding that the basic insurance now available
is somewhere in the region of $81.70 and there is the
intent to increase it to $155.24 by March, that is for
one person, that is single. For two people it is cur-
rently $155.22 and it is going to be increased to $294
or thereabout. Then for a family it is $205 to be in-
creased up to some $390. We know who and the ar-
eas in this country where the basic insurance cover-
age is bought for, or is more utilised, and that is in the
lower paying jobs of the country and in particular the
tourism industry.

We all know that those wages in the tourism
industry are somewhat low. It is going to be extremely
difficult for these people to survive. Now | just wonder
what the Government is doing to try to discuss with
the insurance companies what can be done to avoid
such premium increase on the basic insurance cover-
age. It is going to be difficult for a lot of these people
who make $4 to $5 an hour. Madam Speaker, the in-
surance companies are complaining of the increases
in taxes and licensing, work permits, but for the basic
to jump some 95 per cent is really ridiculous.

While | do not profess to be any insurance
expert, certainly Government has to look into this and
maybe they are looking into it but something needs to
be done to ensure that our people do not suffer from
this increase in premium. This also hurts the employ-
ers and if it is hurting the employers then the whole
country hurts. | challenge the Government to start
looking into it.

The Minister for Community Services said that
we should talk and give Government alternatives on
how to raise revenue. | suggested during the Budget
debate on some of the areas that the country could
raise revenue. One of the suggestions that Govern-
ment made was that they are stopping the charitable
organisations from getting exemptions on duties. Well
| wonder what has happened with my suggestion on
those concessions that were given under the Pioneer
laws many years ago? Has Government looked into
those to see which one can now be rescinded?
These are ways that revenue can be derived and un-
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der the Portfolio of Finance and Economics | once
again throw that out for the Government to seriously
look into.

Ministry of Education, Human Resource
and Culture

On the Ministry of Education, Human Re-
source and Culture, | hear the Minister again, of
Community Services talk about how the employment
services had done a survey in East End recently and
there were some 31 people unemployed. | know that
there is a lot of unemployment not only in East End
but in this country. The Minister challenged me to
come up with ways and means of getting the people
of East End employed. | would like to say to that Min-
ister and this Honourable House that those people
were employed. Because of the recession the majority
of them were put out of a job. | have done my part; |
have tried to get these people placed in jobs but the
Government’s responsibility is to also make provisions
for jobs in this country for the Caymanian people.

With no disrespect to any person living or
working in this country, | would like to know what
Government is doing. | am not talking about the dock
in East End either because we are going to deal with
that a little later.

We saw in the Budget Address and the
Budget for this year (2002) that the Government has
proposed increase in work permit fees again. The
reason for increase in work permit fees is for revenue
of course. We continue to issue work permits while
our people are out of jobs so the Minister for Commu-
nity Services cannot get up here and say that | must
try and find ways of development to get these people
in jobs when the same Government is getting revenue
from issuing work permits which may very well be
keeping our people out of work.

Point of Order

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, on
a point of order.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister, what is your point
of order?

Dr. the Hon. Frank S. McField: Madam Speaker, the
Member is misleading the House. The Minister for
Community Services did not say that that Member
should find ways to get these people work; the Mem-
ber said Madam Speaker (and we can refer to the
Hansard) that that Member should, when he gets up,
suggest ways that the Government may use as an
alternative to the proposed port facilities in order to
create employment for the people. The Community
Services Minister was asking that the Member assist
us with some alternative—not that he should create
the alternative employment for these people.

The Speaker: Madam Clerk, may | request the uned-
ited version of the Hansard? And at this time the
luncheon break will be taken until 2.30 pm.

Proceedings suspended at 12.50 pm

Proceedings resumed at 3.00 pm

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies/Condolences

The Speaker: Please be seated.

I would wish to record apologies from the
Honourable Leader of Government Business as well
as the Honourable Third Official Member who are both
attending funerals and to record the condolences of
this House to the Honourable Third Official Member
who has lost his step-mother.

The Honourable Elected Member from the
district of East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
When we took the luncheon break, we were on a point
of order brought by the Minister for Community Ser-
vices on whether or not | had misquoted him. Having
discussed this issue with yourself and the Minister we
have agreed that | did not, but in the interest of har-
mony, | understand that | did not say that he was tell-
ing me to go out and get jobs for people, that was not
my understanding of it; my understanding is that he
wants to know (as a representative) what am | going
to propose as development and the likes for people to
get jobs in the country—and that | should propose
alternatives.

Now, my alternative was the work permit is-
sue. | am saying, why are we continuously issuing
more and more work permits and more and more of
our people are disenfranchised by not having a job?
The Government needs to seriously look at stopping
or reducing the amounts of work permits that are is-
sued in the particular areas that we have sufficient
work force in our country, in those areas where Cay-
manians can have jobs. Yes, Madam Speaker, the
Department of Employment Services went to East
End last Tuesday and registered some 31 people who
were looking for jobs. That is a high percentage of the
work force in East End, it really is.

While | applaud the Minister for such an initia-
tive, one of the things that | took exception to was the
fact that as a representative | was not informed. Hav-
ing been off the Island from the previous Friday for
medical reasons, | did not hear the announcements
on the radio or through the media for that matter. |
arrived here late Monday evening and then to hear
that there was going to be a meeting on Tuesday
evening, | was unable to make it there. | understand
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that the Minister was there and | applaud him for such
an initiative as | said, but | would say that in the future
maybe the Members of the Legislative Assembly for
the respective districts could be informed in order that
they may assist in the initiative and get it going a little
smoother.

| think in the interest of getting on track and
ensuring that we get the best possible timing and the
maximum amount of people out—I know | could assist
in the district of East End. Therefore, | am asking the
Minister if it is a possibility for me to be involved.

| notice that we are looking at the viability of
maintaining three primary schools on Cayman Brac
and | trust that it will not put any student at a disad-
vantage if we reduce the number of schools. In the
interest of efficiency, if it can work, certainly it will re-
duce some of the recurrent expenditure of the country.

On the issue of the school in East End, | am
pleased to publicly thank the teachers of the school in
East End. They are very dedicated teachers. | have
seen (and also the people of East End) a tremendous
improvement in that school particularly over the last
year and a half. Not to take anything away from the
teachers that were there before, but we have one of
your own in our district who has now sort of become
the ‘pied piper’ in East End and | applaud Mr. Tibbetts
and the other members of staff also.

There is much to be done at the school. The
Minister is very aware of it such as the canteen, more
suitable staff quarters, there is a need for a playing
field for the school. | have done as much as | can from
a personal level and from donations from the general
public, but there is need for more comfortable sur-
rounding which will certainly be of benefit to the young
children in East End. So much so that the East End
school now has a computer lab with donations from
Ernst and Young and | would like to publicly thank
them on behalf of the people of East End.

Another partner in Ernst and Young who is an
East Ender; Mr. Carlisle McLaughlin, has recently
agreed to donate the remainder of the computers to
make it a full Lab where all students in the classes will
have access to a computer during the day. | would like
to publicly thank these gentlemen and | must add that
two of those gentlemen are also from your district:
they are the two Scotts from Ernst and Young who are
very good friends of mine.

| think they also donated to one of the Cay-
man Brac schools recently. This kind of partnership is
needed between Government and the private sector
and these young men (because they are all much
younger than | am) should be applauded. They should
be held high for making such contributions to their
country. These are the Caymanians that | see out
there deserving honours that are given once a year.
Caymanians should not have to be in their old age to
receive these honours. When these young successful
Caymanians recognise the needs within the communi-
ties and step forward, we must give them every rec-
ognition possible.

| understand that the school in East End is
quite some distance away. Certainly that does not
take anything away from it but there are other areas
needing to be addressed. Through the donation from
other members of the private sector, recently | com-
pleted a long jump pit for the school. These are ways
that | have tried to alleviate some of the recurrent ex-
penditure that Government must face— capital ex-
penditure.

So, when | get up here and ask the Minister
for Community Services for something in East End, |
have already done my part and continue to do. | do
not believe we should hold our hands out to Govern-
ment all the time. | believe that Legislators have a re-
sponsibility to go out there and look for alternative
methods of getting these things for our districts and
there are many companies in the private sector who
will gladly give and | am tapping into every one.

Madam Speaker, when the Minister for Com-
munity Services talks about the park in East End, that
the Dart Foundation is going to build, in my campaign
| proposed a park in that same location. | did not know
that the Dart Foundation was going to offer to build
parks in the districts at that time, but I tell you, | am
not going to turn them down because | believe that is
what corporations in this country should do. They
must contribute back to society. They live here, they
conduct business here and the more they contribute
to the society the better the society will be to live in
and to conduct business in and | am not prepared to
turn it down.

Now, many people within the district will con-
tribute to that park. We have met many times, even
met on the site. The same way the members of
Scholars co-ordinated the one in West Bay, | am with
the Dart Foundation trying to co-ordinate the one in
East End. And there are certain things that if the peo-
ple in the district contribute the better the park will be
because we can spend money on something else to
make it a better park. And we are going to do that: for
instance, | have already gotten the rocks to build the
landscaping beds. The money that would be used to
buy those can be spent on something else.

So, | am doing work to try to prevent Govern-
ment from having to be burdened with all of the ex-
penditure. And the school will also be involved in it like
it was done in West Bay (Scholars Park). As a matter
of fact, Mr. Tibbetts and the whole school are excited
about getting there to do work on weekends and the
Community Development Action Committee (CO-
DAC).

In the Throne Speech under the Community
Services | noted that the Governor said that, “Com-
munity Development continues to forge ahead
promoting self-help and self-skills development
and staff are focusing on a system with the estab-
lishment of a learning centre in East End within
the first quarter of 2002”.

| understand the word ‘assisting’ to mean be-
ing a part of it. | do not know how that got in there |
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know that the Community Development officer is part
of CODAC but it is the Community Development
Committee that is doing that learning centre. The
Government leased them the old Post Office. | just
want to set the record straight because the public may
believe that Government is doing it.

The Acting Deputy Clerk of this Honourable
House is one of the members; as a matter of fact |
believe she is the Treasurer of that Committee. Those
people are working diligently to do it on their own they
are all volunteering. | am assisting them, they are go-
ing out doing fund raising, and they are begging. | am
going out there doing the same—begging here, there
and everywhere. That way they want to feel that they
are the ones who did it. They do not want Government
to be involved, they want to be able to feel independ-
ent of Government and they did it for themselves, for
their own district and | applaud them. Yes, it will be
finished in the first quarter of this year but it will be run
by those members of that committee and it will be for
the benefit of our own people in the district of East
End.

Maybe more like that should happen in this
country. These people are very dedicated, so when it
is said in the Throne Speech that the staff is assisting
with it. | just want to get it clear that Government is not
putting any funds in it; the real heroes of this cause
are the members of the district development commit-
tee.

So no one in Government should take any big
time credit for it once it is completed. People of the
district should be given the credit; my people in the
district of East End; the same people who will decide
whether or not | am doing a good job come 2004.

The Minister of Community Services— and |
am not trying to go at him in anyway—he got up here
and said that | would come after him and talk about
housing and the likes, and that is true. | will not disap-
point him, | refuse to disappoint him. We are not in the
business of disappointing our own family.

Housing for people in this country has been
an issue for very long as we all know. | have offered
my assistance to the Minister of Community Services.
Assistance that | believe is valuable and he could use.
He has yet to indicate his acceptance of that assis-
tance but | am sure that as soon as he gets going, or |
am hopeful that as soon as he gets going that he will
ask for my assistance.

The mere fact that this is politics does not
mean that we cannot work together. It really should
not mean that because we are working for one cause.
Our ways of getting there may be different, but it is for
one cause the people of this country. The same way
the UDP feel for the members of their constituency, |
feel too and all Members of the Opposition. [Pause]

Madam Speaker, we all have the same pas-
sions and we all address politics with the go-at-it, with
the same passion because we want to contribute to
our country. | do not live off politics | live for politics.
When the Government requests my assistance—and |

believe that is so for any Member of the Opposition—it
will be forth coming. Now I trust that it will work the
other way also. If it is not a frivolous request then we
expect that the Government will provide it. | know (and
nobody needs to be reminding me) that | am not a
part of the Majority, but we all represent individual dis-
tricts and when a request is made of Government by
the Minority (the Opposition) it must be at least re-
viewed and respected, and | am not saying it is not.

It is not about the individual. Every living being
in these three Islands are entitled to the basic neces-
sities that Government must provide. Now, yes, they
may take other things from me or from any other
Member of the Opposition. However, if they take the
basic things from the Opposition, they are taking it
from the same people that they represent. It is not me;
it is not any other Member of the Opposition. It is the
same people that we all represent. We represent the
people of our country, so we have to stop this thing
about what this one is going to get and what the other
one is not going to get.

On the Ministry of Health Services, District
Administration and Agriculture, | take note that the
front page of the Cayman Net News during this week,
was saying that there was going to be plans for an
expansion of the Airport terminal facilities and in the
Throne Speech His Excellency the Governor also
mentioned the improvement of the infrastructure at the
Owen Roberts International Airport. Contrary to belief
that the Opposition will oppose just for opposition
sake, that is not my intent. | think the country has long
awaited a face lift of our terminal, | believe that we
also need an extension to our Airport runway and |
have always defended and believed that the Civil
Aviation Authority should have spread its wings much
wider a long time ago and reclaimed some of the
swamp land that they have at the head of the Airport
and build hangers that can be leased to private indi-
viduals for the aircraft. | have always defended that
Madam Speaker.

| have also defended extending the runway
out into the North Sound. If we are going to attract the
tourists who we claim is one pillar of our financial suc-
cess, then we have to provide the facilities for them as
well as provide the facilities to keep our people safe at
the Airport. | believe there are some 10 or 12 airlines
currently operating in and out of Grand Cayman. It is
impossible to accommodate them in the terminal that
we currently have. We need to expand it and the Min-
ister can rest assured that | will support the expansion
of the terminal; the whole Aviation infrastructure if it
comes to that. [pause]

Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Development
and Commerce

| would like to now turn to the issue of the
Ministry of Tourism, Environment, Development and
Commerce and the big issue under there is the Port
Authority.
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And now we get into the famous or infamous
dock proposal in East End. Much has been said about
the construction of a full-fledged cargo dock in the
district of East End in particular, the outskirts of the
district at High Rock.

I know that anything can be done. | saw a
documentary on the biggest oilrig ever built and it was
built on land somewhere in Europe, | think it was
Sweden and then floated it out into the North Sea.
That was an undertaking of unbelievable magnitude
but the cost is what they are talking about. | cannot
say that the dock cannot be built where it is proposed
to be built, but | can say it is going to cost this country
a lot of money and as far as | understand the Gov-
ernment does not have any money to do it. There are
a few little hiccups that need to be cleared up on how
this dock is going to be built. There are a number of
guestions that need to be answered and the people of
this country should not be fooled.

Firstly, the Government does not have any
money to build it. If they did not have the money to
build the proposed passenger liner dock in George
Town | am sure, they do not have any to build a major
dock in East End.

Secondly, who then is going to build it? There
is a feasibility study underway financed by Mr. Ugland
and | would like to publicly thank him for doing the
feasibility study because the Government could not
afford to do it. | just wonder why the feasibility study
was not done elsewhere like the press release said.

Mr. Ugland then said he is not building it even
though he has a tradition. His family tradition has
been in the shipping industry, so he has a lot of exper-
tise. Mr. Ugland says he is not building the dock, he is
providing the feasibility study free of cost to Govern-
ment which will encompass also looking for someone
to finance it.

The question that is begged from that state-
ment that Mr. Ugland is not building the dock, is who
is buying up all the land in the immediate area? | do
not know, but it has been sold. | think the people of
this country need to know, is it Government? Some-
one needs to tell the country who has bought the land
in the immediate vicinity of where the proposed dock
is supposed to go.

If it is the “Majority might” to put the dock
there then so let it be, but the people of this country,
the people of East End in particular must be told; they
must be respected—that is their home they have lived
there all their lives. Did anyone consult with them? No,
| understand that there is a petition against the dock
going around in East End. | understand that the feasi-
bility study should be completed first and one may say
that the people have put ‘the cart before the horse’ but
so did Government.

Government announced that the proposed
dock was going in East End. The Minister for Tourism
who is responsible for the Port Authority announced
that in here recently—I believe it was in December,
and he made a statement prior to that during 2001.

Now how can we say the dock is going to be built in
East End when there has not been a feasibility study
encompassing all the economic benefits, the disad-
vantages, the wishes of the people; all these things
should be done.

Point of Order

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam

Speaker.

Point of order,

The Speaker: Please state your point of order.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: The Member is misleading the
House. The Minister of Tourism stated that considera-
tion will be given and the results of a feasibility study
will be waited on to determine whether the port will be
located in East End.

The Speaker: | would have to ask for a copy of the
Hansard because | do not recollect. Member for East
End is it your recollection that it was merely a consid-
eration that it would go in East End?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, it really does
not matter but my understanding was that the Gov-
ernment was looking at a site in East End to put the
dock. Now, this was December in the statement—and
prior to that, Madam Speaker, earlier on in 2000, the
same Honourable Member made a statement also to
that effect.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for East End can
you recall the date the statement was made or gen-
eral—whether it was the beginning of December so
that we could ask the Hansard clerks to find it for us?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: No, Madam Speaker, | cannot
remember the exact date or thereabout, but it was
during the December Budget meeting that the state-
ment was made.

The Speaker: Second Elected Member from Cayman
Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, if the Mem-
ber would allow for a point of elucidation for me to
simply set the record . . .

The Speaker: Will you give way, Honourable Mem-
ber?

Mr. V. Arden MclLean: Yes, go ahead, Madam
Speaker.

The Speaker: Please proceed.
Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: . . . that it is Government's

intention to await the results of the feasibility study
currently underway by Burns Connolly and Associates
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and make a final determination as to the feasibility
and the viability of the port being located at the pro-
posed site.

The Speaker: Members in the circumstances | would
propose to take an afternoon break and ask the Han-
sard clerks to retrieve a copy of the statements so that
| can make a ruling accordingly.

Proceedings suspended at 3.45 pm
Proceedings resumed at 4.14 pm

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

Honourable Member for East End, | propose
to take the following course— | should first ask if you
have in your possession a copy of the document to
substantiate the statement that you did not have. In
the event that you do not have it . . .

Madam Clerk, how many minutes are re-
maining please? [pause]

[Addressing the Member] You have approxi-
mately 36 minutes remaining. The hour of interruption
is at 4.30 so | will give you an opportunity to—I under-
stand you may have it at your residence to bring it
Monday morning at which time | will make a ruling. So
| will thereby be deferring my ruling on that point of
order to give you an opportunity to supply the docu-
mentation because we do not find a statement in that
regard in Parliament at this time.

Please, if you would then proceed with the
debate as you were before we took the interruption.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker, |
appreciate you giving me that opportunity and yes |
am sure | will be able to find it among my records just
for the sake of clarity.

While continuing on the proposal to build a
dock in East End, | can say that the Caymanian Com-
pass of Friday, 8 February 2002 on the front page,
‘Minister Defends New Dock Plan’. In that article it
says, and | quote, “Mr. Bush reaffirmed Govern-
ment’s support for the dock proposal and said the
country cannot stand still, we cannot be stagnant;
we will die if we think that only diving will sustain
our tourism industry”. That was in an address to the
Cayman Islands Tourism Association.

The Speaker: Can you please supply the Clerk with a
copy at the appropriate time?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Yes, Madam Speaker. The
Second Elected Member for Cayman Brac said that
there are no plans as yet: the Government is awaiting
the feasibility study. | too will await the feasibility study
because as | said earlier, | do not know who is going
to build this dock when the Government does not
have the money, but certainly the country is going to
have to pay for it unless, of course, we have someone

out there who is that benevolent that they will give us
the dock for free. If it is operated privately then the
country will pay for it. Someone has to pay—the
‘piper’ has to be paid. He who plays the tune must be
paid.

Now with regards to the proposed location, |
grew up in East End in the days of plenty when you
could do spearfishing along those shores. That was
one area where only at specific times during the year
could boats get around there, but as | said, | believe
anything can be done. The cost is the key. There are
people who say that is the best place to put it because
it will be ashore in a short time, that is by bad weather.
| cannot say that but | know that regardless of how
this project is done, the people of the eastern districts
are going to be inconvenienced.

Now, | understand this talk about when
Quarry Products was at its peak of production—that
the dock will only generate some 35 percent of that
traffic. It is a completely different traffic! The trucks
that haul aggregate are much smaller; very few semi-
heads are used to haul aggregate. But hauling con-
tainers is a much more imposing type of traffic. Can
you imagine all these trucks on the road through a
predominantly residential area, that is, Breakers, Bod-
den Town, along the Cottage Road? The 1977 Devel-
opment Plan did not make provisions for a lot of in-
dustrial zone, be it light or heavy, in the eastern dis-
tricts, it was neighbourhood commercial on a limited
basis.

| believe that the spirit of that Plan was to try
to maintain some semblance of residential areas up
on the eastern part of the Island. We had a recent re-
view of that Plan and as far as | can understand, while
the Report has not been completed, there are not a lot
of proposals to change that, except in the sense of
where there was a lot of agricultural residential we are
now going to get low and medium density residential
zoning. | support this, because one house per acre is
not going to cut it any more in the agricul-
tural/residential zones. We need areas for people to
build affordable homes because land must be afford-
able.

We look at the transportation of fuel out of
East End into George Town, because that is where
the majority of the fuel is consumed on this Island and
is sold. | know there may be talks of leaving the pipe-
line that is currently in place from Jackson Point up to
Caribbean Utilities Company. That is all well and
good, but we must remember that it is only an eight-
inch pipeline and pumping a few million gallons of fuel
through an eight-inch pipeline is going to take a very
long time. The pipeline will need to be changed if it is
going to be left there to service CUC. Who is going to
pay for all of this if we relocate the fuel from South
Sound, which we all agree is needed, and then take it
all the way to East End, and have to truck it back into
town to service the service stations?

As far as | know, there are just about four ser-
vice stations on the eastern end of the Island: Bodden
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Town, North Side, East End and Savannah. | believe
the areas are adequately served, but if someone
wants to go into that type of business that is entirely
up to them. | am saying that the majority of it has to be
brought back out of there.

Why is it that we did not look at relocating the
fuel farm from South Sound to the industrial area?
That is somewhere behind the CUC Plant where there
is much land. | know Cable and Wireless at one time
was proposing to relocate some of their activities be-
hind there. Why is it that we do not relocate to there?
Yes, CUC might need to be expanded because that is
the biggest single user of fuel on the Island, but that is
an ideal spot to relocate the fuel, as it is already heavy
industrial.

Why do we have to move the dock all the way
to East End? | think it is ‘penny wise and pound fool-
ish’. The infrastructure from Savannah going into East
End was never built to support that type of industry.
The roads are narrow. In a lot of instances those
roads are merely thirty feet wide. The Government will
have to look at building a road to accommodate the
additional traffic. At the very least, we need to look at
a road to accommodate additional traffic.

Madam Speaker, we hear rumours of the
“dump” being moved to the eastern end of this Island.
Where are we going to put the dump? At the same
time we hear that the Government is negotiating with
the passenger liners out of Miami to build mooring
facilities in West Bay. Nevertheless, we have Spotts
which is the alternate place right now to the facility in
town. Why is it that area cannot be developed?

Why is it, Madam Speaker, that the dock can-
not stay right in George Town? We are talking about
accidents. The dock right now is under-utilised. And
when | hear about accidents, | take it to mean cargo
and passengers coming off on the same dock. There
is adequate room right here in George Town. The ma-
rine life is already destroyed here why go someplace
else and destroy another set of marine life for miles?
We can put the dock right here in George Town. It can
be separated and then we will not have any sleepless
nights about accidents happening and nightmares
about it happening. | do not know why we have this
idea of moving out there but | would like to see the
feasibility study. Certainly, if anything is left out of it,
we will see that too, because there is much to be stud-
ied on a project of this size.

| understand that there will be benefits derived
from a dock being in East End, | understand all that,
but will we be able to weigh them and say that there
are more benefits than disadvantages? Will there be
more advantages than disadvantages? | do not be-
lieve that there will be more advantages than disad-
vantages of removing the dock from town, a full-
fledged cargo dock and putting it all the way in East
End.

Who do we think is going to pay the additional
cost to merchants? The same ‘little man’ whose cause
we have championed. Those are the same people.

Someone said to me a few days ago, it would proba-
bly be cheaper to buy cows and milk them, than to go
and buy milk from the grocery store. | cannot see the
benefit—I will have to wait like everyone else—of put-
ting a dock all the way in East End.

Now, if we think that the dock is getting oppo-
sition, we will wait until we hear the proposal for the
Dump, then we will go into it! | recognise that East
End has the greater land mass, but it is not any dump-
ing ground! There are alternative ways of dealing with
garbage and the Government was looking at those
ways. | trust that those studies will also be produced,
because it will be serious opposition to a regular dump
in East End, where it is just thrown there and covered
and thrown and covered and burnt — no, Madam
Speaker.

I know they have said that George Town has
hosted the dump for many years and it is time to move
on and maybe it is time to see about putting it else-
where. | think the Government needs to think twice
about putting it in East End. Let us look at alternative
ways of getting rid of all that is generated in this coun-
try, Madam Speaker, there are ways to do it.

Before | leave | would like to clarify some-
thing: In a recent meeting | had in East End the pa-
pers had a caption that ninety per cent of East Enders
were against the dock. In the article they said that |
said ninety per cent of the people | had spoken to
were against the dock and that is true. Ninety per cent
of the people (and maybe more) | spoke to in East
End concerning the dock were against it. These peo-
ple need to be listened to; they have to live in their
own district. At least, respect their views; respect their
opinions! | await the UDP Government response to
that. | am not the only person to be listened to; |
merely represent the majority wishes of the people. |
believe the majority of the people have problems with
the dock.

I have sailed all over. | have been to more
docks than many in this Honourable Chamber have
ever seen, that includes the Minister for Community
Services. [Laughter] Madam Speaker, as | said, all
the docks | have ever been to operate twenty four
hours a day and the Governor in his Throne Speech
says, “The Port Authority forecasts no real in-
crease in cargo tonnage in 2002 over the levels
experienced last year”. So, why are we on this cam-
paign to build another dock, Madam Speaker?

One of the things | have also said since the
proposal came out is, that | do not see the conserva-
tionists from George Town saying anything about a
dock in East End, but every time they go South Sound
to cut one tree, we get a case in the Court.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for East End, is
this a convenient time as we have reached the hour of
interruption?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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The Speaker: Can we have a Motion for the adjourn-
ment?

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Madam Speaker, | move
that this Honourable House, adjourn until 10 am on
Monday, the 25™.

The Speaker: Thank you. The question is that this
Honourable House do now adjourn until 10 am Mon-
day, 25 February. All those in favour please say Aye.
Those against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it. The House stands
adjourned until 10 am Monday, 25 February 2002.

At 4.36 pm the House stood adjourned until Mon-
day, 25 February 2002, at 10 am.
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OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT
MONDAY
25 FEBRUARY 2002

10.48 AM
Fifth Sitting

[Deputy Speaker in the Chair]

The Speaker: | invite the Honourable Third Official
Member to say Prayers.

PRAYERS

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth I;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
Charles, Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family.
Give grace to all who exercise authority in our Com-
monwealth, that peace and happiness, truth and jus-
tice, religion and piety may be established among us.
Especially we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Official Mem-
bers and Ministers of Executive Council and Members
of the Legislative Assembly, that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office. All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together: Our Fa-
ther, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings resumed at 10.51 am

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

I have received apologies from the Honour-
able Speaker who is not feeling well and who is hop-

ing to be able to join us for the afternoon session. |
also received apologies for the Honourable Second
Official Member, but | see that he has now joined us.

| would like to apologise for the late start of
this Honourable House due to unavoidable circum-
stances.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND OFFICIAL MEMBERS

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Question No. 10
(Deferred Friday 22 February 2002)

No. 10: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin asked the Honour-
able Minister responsible for the Ministry of Tourism,
Environment, Development and Commerce, what is
the current employment status of the Director of the
Port Authority.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, let me first of

all clarify that the question is referring to the former

Port Director, Mr. Errol Bush, and not the current Port

Director, Mr. Paul Hurlston.

The former Port Director took up his position on
the 1 January 1987 by way of a letter of appointment
from the then Chairman of the Port Authority. His ini-
tial appointment was for a period of 5 years at an an-
nual salary of $36,252.

On the expiration of his appointment he entered
into a contract of employment with the Port Authority
on the 1% January 1992 for a period of five years at an
annual salary $60,600. His contract was renewed on
the 1 January 1997 for a further three years at an an-
nual salary of $80,856. His last contract commenced
on the 1 January 2000 and was also for a period of
three years. His annual salary was $112,536 and ad-
ditional benefits were as follows: -

a) An annual gratuity of 20% of his annual salary
which was $22,507.20.

b) On the third anniversary of this contract he was
entitled to be paid the cash equivalent of three
club or equivalent class airfares from Grand Cay-
man to London, England, which is approximately
$10,000.

c) The Port Authority was obliged to provide the Di-
rector with a motor car equipped with a cellular
phone, and the Authority was responsible for all
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running costs and maintenance associated with
this vehicle.

d) Twenty-eight working days annual leave.

e) Insurance in the sum of $500,000 while the Direc-
tor was travelling on business, holidays or for
medical reasons.

f) Disability and Life insurance in the sum of
$50,000, and

g) Health insurance for the Director, his spouse and
children and his contract requires and | quote,
“The Director, his spouse and children shall
remain beneficiaries of the said policy of
health insurance notwithstanding the expiry of
this agreement or the resignation of the Direc-
tor at no cost to the Director”.

Honourable Members will recall that before |
took office in November 2000, there was a George
Town Port redevelopment programme planned which
the public objected to. Madam Speaker, Honourable
Members will be aware that early last year we pro-
posed the redevelopment of the George Town Port to
enhance the cruise ship facilities and repair the finger
pier for the cargo operations. There was some dis-
agreement with the Port Director on the future of the
Port, including where to locate the existing cargo op-
erations within the George Town Port and it became
obvious that it would not be possible to reconcile
these differences.

[, along with my Ministry's Permanent Secre-
tary who is also the Deputy Chairman of the Port Au-
thority, met with the Port Director on 23" August 2001,
to discuss the issue. He advised us that he felt he
would not be able to continue as the Port Director in
the circumstances and that he would resign if the Port
Authority would compensate him in accordance with
his contract. He was told that the decision as to
whether or not he would resign was a matter for him
to decide but that as he was already on annual leave
and because he had accumulated a total of 114 days
annual leave, he should continue on leave until the
matter was properly considered by the Port Authority.
A letter was subsequently sent to the Port Director
confirming our meeting and what was discussed.

On 23 November 2001, the Port Authority dis-
cussed the matter and unanimously decided to termi-
nate the Port Director's contract and to compensate
him in accordance with the termination provisions of
his contract. The matter was referred to the Legal De-
partment for their advice which was subsequently re-
ceived and this confirmed that the Port Authority's de-
cision was in order.

On 30 November 2001, the Port Director met
with the Permanent Secretary in my Ministry who, as
said before, is also the Deputy Chairman of the Port
Authority, and was advised verbally and in writing of
the Port Authority's decision to terminate his contract
with effect from 31 December 2001. He was also ad-
vised of the decision to pay him in accordance with
the termination provisions of his contract and for his
outstanding annual leave. The total payment to the

Port Director was CI$177,036.14, which was in accor-
dance with his contract and this payment was handed
over along with the letter of termination.

On 7 December 2001, the Port Director wrote
to me as Chairman of the Port Authority claiming that
he was entitled to severance pay and additional pay-
ment for being unfairly dismissed. He further claimed
that his estimate for the cash equivalent of three club
class airfares from Grand Cayman to London, Eng-
land was CI$10,523.02 and as we had only paid him
CI$10,000, he was requesting the additional
CI$523.02. He also disputed the number of annual
leave days which he had outstanding.

It was accepted that the Port Director was en-
titled to severance pay but it was not accepted that he
was unfairly dismissed. The latter was referred to the
Legal Department for their advice. The dispute with
respect to the outstanding annual leave was referred
to the Port Authority Administration for them to recon-
cile. The Port Authority Administration discovered that
they had in fact made an error with his outstanding
annual leave. The total amount of outstanding annual
leave days were 32 and not 22, as was originally cal-
culated by the Port Authority; nor was it 31 as calcu-
lated by the Port Director.

The Legal Department subsequently gave ad-
vice with respect to the former Port Director's claim of
being unfairly dismissed. As a result there will be no
additional payment with respect to his claim for unfair
dismissal.

It follows that, in addition to the
CI$177,036.14 which we have already paid the former
Port Director, he will now receive an additional pay-
ment of CI$30,181.90 which is broken down as fol-
lows: - a) Severance pay of CI$25, 870.20; and b) 10
additional days outstanding annual leave which
amounts to CI$4, 311.70.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | can advise this Hon-
ourable House that prior to the Port Authority's deci-
sion to terminate the former Port Director's contract,
we requested that the Auditor General carry out an
audit of the Port Authority and report specifically on
the following in addition to other things: -

€)) Determine the current financial posi-
tion of the Port Authority;
(b) Review the situation relating to the

acquisition of the computer system at the Port Author-
ity which is reported to be an ongoing project that has
cost the Authority in excess of CI$500,000; and

(c) Review the operations of the Cargo
Distribution Centre (CDC) in the Industrial Park (in-
cluding the development of the administration building
which is 2,400 sq ft and is reported to have cost the
Port Authority almost $800,000.

Mr. Speaker, the audit is in progress.

Supplementaries

Mr. Speaker: Are there any supplementaries? The
Second Elected Member for George Town.
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Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. In the first paragraph on page 2 of the an-
swer, the Honourable Minister said that the Port Direc-
tor was told that the decision as to whether or not he
would resign was a matter for him to decide. And then
in the following paragraph it goes on to say that, “On
the 23" November 2001, the Port Authority discussed
the matter and unanimously decided to terminate the
Port Director’'s contract . . .” | wonder if the Honour-
able Minister could say what caused them to move
from the position where the Port Director was told that
whether or not he wished to resign was a matter for
him (which was, | think around the 23 August 2001,
to a situation on the 23 November 2001) whereby
the Port Authority determined it should terminate his
contract.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Tourism.
Suspension of Standing Order 23(7) and (8)

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, before | go
into that supplementary question under Standing Or-
der 83, | think, | suspend Standing Order 23(7) and (8)
in order to take questions after 11 o’clock.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
23(7) and (8) be suspended to allow Question Time to
continue beyond 11 am. All those in favour please say
Aye. Those against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.
Agreed: Standing Order 23(7) and (8) suspended.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, | do not think |
need to repeat what | said in the first paragraph on
page 2, nor do | need to repeat what | said. However,
| can say that once the matter got to that point where
he was told, | felt like | had to go to the Port Authority
and let them decide because the Port Authority is the
governing Board.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | am grateful to the Honourable Minister for
that response but it did not answer my question. | will
repeat the question: On 23 August 2001 the former
Port Director was told that the decision as to whether
or not he would resign was a matter for him to decide.
He then went on annual leave and on 23 November
2001, the Port Authority discussed the matter and
unanimously decided to terminate his contract. The
guestion is: What transpired between 23 August and
23 November which changed the position from one
whereby the matter of whether or not he would resign

was one for the Port Director, to a situation where the
Port Authority terminated his contract?

The Speaker: The Minister of Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, | think that the
answer to the question in the first paragraph is very
clear and | will read it. “There was some disagree-
ment with the Port Director on the future of the
Port including where to locate the existing cargo
operations within the George Town Port, and it
became obvious that it would not be possible to
reconcile these differences. It is obvious that
there were differences of opinion. I, along with my
Ministry’s Permanent Secretary who is also the
Deputy Chairman of the Port Authority, met with
the Port Director on the 23" August 2001, to dis-
cuss the issue. He advised us that he felt that he
would not be able to continue as the Port Director
in the circumstances and that he would resign if
the Port Authority would compensate him in ac-
cordance with his contract. He was told that the
decision as to whether or not he would resign was
a matter for him to decide but that as he was al-
ready on annual leave and because he had accu-
mulated these many days he would continue on
that annual leave. | took the matter to the next
Board meeting, which was my duty as Chairman,
where it was discussed and unanimously decided
to terminate the Port Director’s contract”.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Mr. Speaker, the rea-
son for the question was to determine why a decision
was taken to terminate the Port Director's employ-
ment. | wonder if the Honourable Minister can confirm
that had the Port Director resigned, rather than having
been terminated, the Government would not have
been liable to pay him severance pay.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, | cannot
speculate as to what someone may have done. We
took the matter as things progressed and | allowed the
Port Authority to decide, although | should say that the
Port Authority Board had not seen the contract—they
knew nothing about what kind of contract existed—
until 1 took it to them in that same meeting on 23 No-
vember 2001.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for Cay-
man Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As a
follow up to the comments just made by the Leader of
Government Business, could the Minister indicate who
is responsible for signing the last contract which would
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have been the contract of the 1 January 2000 to
20037 since he said that the Port Authority Board did
not see the contract.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, | think what is
normal is for the Chairman to sign the contract after
the Port Authority—or any authority—Board has gone
through the contract and agreed on it. But the Port
Authority Board did not see this contract until | pro-
duced the contract on the 23 November 2001. That
contract was signed by the former Minister and
Chairman of the Port Authority, Mr. Tom Jefferson.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. The substantive answer refers to an addi-
tional payment of $30,181.90 and of that, severance
pay makes up $25,870.20. | wonder if the Honourable
Minister could confirm that as a matter of law that
severance pay would not have been payable had the
Port Director resigned rather than having been termi-
nated by the Port Authority.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, the Member is
right. But had we forced him to resign the other sec-
tion of the law would have talked about constructive
dismissal.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for the
district of Cayman Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Re-
turning to the point made earlier that the contract that
we are now talking about whether it was terminated or
not was signed by the then Minister, Mr. Tom Jeffer-
son without the knowledge of the Port Authority
Board. Can the Minister indicate whether the Board
and his Ministry were fully aware of all the terms and
conditions of the particular contract at the time of de-
ciding its termination including the expiration date of
the contract?

The Speaker: Minister of Tourism.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, in 2000 when
| took over, | guess it was at the end of November or
sometime in December (since my official visit) | visited
the Port Authority with my Permanent Secretary to
see what the situation there was and to see what the
[Director’s] contract was like. We had been told that |
could see the various contracts including the com-
puter contracts on other matters. But of course, noth-
ing was forthcoming and nothing happened until later
when |, with the present Permanent Secretary, had a

chat with him [the Director] on the contract. He told us
that the contract that had been terminated recently
which was signed—I think | said on the 1 January
2001—was expiring at the end of last year which
would have been January to December, a 12-month
period then the full 2001 period (which was two years)
and would have ended last year. That is what he told
my Permanent Secretary and me. Up until then we
still had not seen it. However, when we finally got a
copy of the contract it showed that it was a three-year
period instead of a two-year period, and as | said |
had not seen the contract up until then.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for Cay-
man Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
cannot help but be a bit disturbed at this matter which
| think needs to be probed a bit further. Mr. Speaker,
could the Minister indicate, if my understanding is cor-
rect, that no contract was produced to the Board or to
his Ministry that stated the contract was for three
years prior to talks of resignation and termination?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: | can confirm that, Mr.
Speaker. Neither the Permanent Secretary nor myself
had seen the contract until it was produced when it
was time to add up the benefits.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The
Minister said in the substantive answer that he was
speaking of the Director. His last contract commenced
on the 1 January 2000 and that the Port Authority’s
board members had not seen that contract, and the
usual process is that the Chairman signs it following a
review of it by the board members. Can the Minister
tell us whether or not he is aware that the board
members did not see it, and if those board members
are the same persons that exist now under his Minis-
try?

The Speaker: Honourable Minister for Tourism. | will
allow one more supplementary.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, the present
board has a membership consisting of members of
the old board like Mr. Dave Foster, Mr. James A.
Bodden, the Collector of Customs, Mr. Colford Scott
and various other persons, but it also has new mem-
bers on it that were appointed early last year like Mr.
Bing Thompson, Mr. Frankie Flowers and two other
members. | took this matter to the Board and inquired
of the old Board members and not one of them had
seen it.
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The Speaker: Second Elected Member for Cayman
Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am
sure that the Port Authority Board would have some
form of legal vetting of contracts prior to entering into
them. | would ask if the Minister could confirm that all
necessary checks have gone through to ensure that
the contract which only had the one signature was an
authentic one.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Mr. Speaker, in saying that
the contract as signed by Mr. Jefferson only had one
signature, | can confirm that the person who wit-
nessed the signature was his personal secretary at
the time. The Legal Department went through this and
that is why we took some time to get the answer to the
House. Several times, as Members will recall, it was
deferred and | did report that the Permanent Secretary
was working on it.

| can say to this Honourable House that in ap-
pointing the new Director, Mr. Paul Hurlston, the Port
Authority of the Cayman Islands went through every-
thing and agreed to his terms of employment.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.
Question No. 14

No. 14: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the Honourable
Third Official Member responsible for Finance and
Economics, if a system has been implemented to al-
low for the collection of the accommodation tax for
time-share units, and if so to give details of the ac-
countability process.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker
The 2002 Budget address outlined that a time-share
fee would be introduced during the year which would
yield revenue of $1 million. The authority for the impo-
sition of a timeshare fee will be sought from the Legis-
lative Assembly in the form a Bill which seeks to
amend the Tourist Accommodation (Taxation) Law
1996 Revision.

The Bill will seek to charge a fee of US$10 for
each night that a time share unit is occupied by the
owner of that unit or by an ‘exchanger’ in the ‘time-
share pool’ or by guests of the owner. The fee of
US$10 has been discussed extensively with the local
time-share industry operators and it has been agreed
that this is a reasonable amount to charge without
adversely affecting the industry.

The collection of the time-share fee will be
carried out under the same regime as that used for
Tourist Accommodation Tax Law.

Supplementaries

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Can the Honourable Third Offi-
cial Member outline exactly what regime is used for
the collection of the Tourist Accommodation Tax?

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, the regime
that is in place for the Tourism Accommodation Tax
Law is as follows: Under the Tourism Accommodation
Tax Law, tourism operators are required to keep de-
tails of the number of nights any of their units are oc-
cupied. These details are normally submitted with the
monthly payment that will be remitted to the Tourism
Department now instead of the Treasury department.
Payments of fees are normally required 28 days after
the end of a month to which the Tourism Accommoda-
tion Tax is collected. Late payment attracts a sur-
charge of 20 per cent of the fee that is payable for that
period.

The Government has a right to obtain evi-
dence (and this is normally substantiated by a copy of
the Bill that is handed to the guests being submitted to
the Treasury Department, accompanying the accumu-
lated fee) and any misleading information carries a
fine of $50,000 or three times the amount of fee that is
due on payable, whichever the greater or an impris-
onment term of two years.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
When this question came up early last year we went
through it extensively about that same process and
accountability, and | think it was withdrawn. The
House would not agree to it because an accountability
process is not in place.

In so saying, Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the
Third Official Member can tell us if there is an office
within his Portfolio or elsewhere that audits this par-
ticular accountability for the collection of taxes, which
is The Tourist Accommodation Tax.

The Speaker: The Honourable Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, in terms of
the accountability process the Department of Tourism,
now the Collecting Agency for Tourism Accommoda-
tion Tax and will be in respect of timeshare, will verify
the payment against the taxes that are stated on the
timeshare bills or guests’ invoices. These will accom-
pany the total payment that will be made through that
Department and will be passed on to the Treasury
Department.

In terms of what the Honourable Member for
East End said, it was not so much the accountability
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process that created a difficulty last year, but the at-
tempt was being made to address this issue under the
Stamp Duty Law. Between that time some thought
had to go into the process in terms of what would be
the best way of addressing this.

If the Honourable Member will recall, there
was also the argument put forward that it would be
based on the number of persons occupying a unit,
and that in itself posed a problem. It was felt that the
best way to do this and the best process of verification
would be on the number of rooms in the unit.

So, this is why it has now been sorted out
and has been brought to this level. Mr. Speaker, in
terms of outlining the key features of accountability for
the Honourable First Elected Member of George Town
that was what has been set out for the timeshare, and
| just introduced Tourism Accommodation Tax but |
think for better understanding it will be much better if |
were to just read specifically what will apply to the
timeshare, if you will permit.

The key features of the accountability process
under the Tourism Accommodation Tax Law 1996
Revision, will also be applied to the timeshare fee.
These key features are as follows: -

1. Timeshare industry operators will be required to
keep details of the number of nights that units have
been occupied.

2. These details will accompany the monthly pay-
ment that will be made to the Government. This is to
the Tourism Department for onward transmission to
the Treasury. This will enable Government to deter-
mine whether the payment received is consistent with
the number of nights that the timeshare units have
been occupied.

3. Payment of timeshare fee will be required by the
28" day after the end of the month in which the time-
share unit has been occupied.

4. Late payments will be subject to a 20 per cent
surcharge, and

5. The Government will have a legal right to obtain
evidence from the timeshare industry operators to ver-
ify that the amount being paid is correct.

Mr. Speaker, the Internal Audit Unit, together
with the Department of Tourism, will be auditing three
hotels on a quarterly basis and this will allow for addi-
tional verification as to systems that are in place in
order to support the detailed information that is being
transmitted to the Tourism Department which in turn
will be passed on to the Treasury Department.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can
the Minister then tell us if the audit that he spoke to for
the hotels will also apply for the timeshare establish-
ments in the country?

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Yes, Mr. Speaker, it will.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Can the Honourable
Third Official Member state if, as in his answer the
very first paragraph which says, “The 2002 Budget
address outlined that a timeshare fee would be
introduced during the year which would yield a
revenue of $1 million”. Can he say when that reve-
nue was projected, at what point in time during the
year was it foreseen that the collection of this $10 per
night would begin and if so, does it match up when it
is anticipated to be collected now?

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: [Pause] Mr. Speaker, it
was intended that the timeshare fee would have been
in effect for the entire year. In the next question to fol-
low, the proportionate amount that is likely to be col-
lected during the course of 2002 will be shown and
that will represent approximately 75 per cent of what
has been due. The reason being as Honourable
Members can appreciate, the numerous regulations
and Bills that had to be worked on by the Legal De-
partment.. The Legal Draftsman that has been as-
signed to work on these pieces of new legislation and
regulations has been working since the Budget. We
are hoping that this Bill, together with others that are
due to allow for the raising of other areas of revenue,
will be completed and presented during this meeting.

The Speaker: Are there any further supplementaries?
If not, Madam Clerk.
The Elected Member for East End.

Question No. 15

No. 15: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the Honourable
Third Official Member, if there is an anticipated short-
fall in recurrent revenue for the year 2002, and if so,
why?

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: The 2002 Budget shows
that Recurrent Revenue is estimated to be $335.1
million for the year. That figure is inclusive of a num-
ber of Revenue Measures that were detailed in the
2002 Budget Address.

Some of those Revenue Measures have not
been implemented as yet and it is likely that any short-
fall in revenue will be as a result of those Measures
not yet in place as of the 1 January 2002.

The revenue measures that are not yet in
place along with their associated incremental or addi-
tional revenue estimate for 2002 are as follows: -

Timeshare fee $1 million

Local vessel fee $0.5 million
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Garbage fees $3.8 million

Parking fees $1 million

Mr. Speaker, brief comments on the implementa-
tion status of these Measures are as follows: -

= A Bill will be brought to the Legislative Assembly
to implement the timeshare fee. It is envisaged that
this will be done during the present Sitting of the
House;

= A Bill will be brought to the Legislative Assembly
to implement changes to local vessel licence fees.
This is also likely to occur during the present Sitting of
the House;

= Considerable progress has been made in the task
of updating the Department of Environmental Health’'s
billing database so that it captures the majority of the
residential households in the Islands that receive gar-
bage collection services;

= Progress has also been made in the process of
implementation of parking fees. The areas in which
charges will be levied for parking have been estab-
lished; it has been agreed with the Police Department
that the Department will enforce the Measure and
price quotations have been obtained for the machines
that are necessary in the implementation of this
Measure.

Mr. Speaker, if a pessimistic view is taken of the
amount of additional revenue to be derived from these
Measures during 2002, the resulting amounts might
be as follows: -

$0.75 million | In respect of the timeshare fee — being
three-quarters of the full year's estimate,
since it is expected that the Measure will

be in place by April;

$0.25 million | In respect of the local vessel fee — which

is 50% of the full year’s estimate;

$1.9 million In respect of garbage fee — which is 50%
of the additional revenue budgeted for

2002,

$0.25 million | In respect of the parking fee — which is

25% of the full year's estimate.

These pessimistic estimates of additional revenue
to be earned from these Measures during 2002, total
$3.15 million

The 2002 Budget states that $6.3 million of
additional revenue is expected from these Measures;
resulting in a possible shortfall of $3.15 million.

To mitigate against this possible shortfall,
Government has taken the sensible approach of ‘re-
serving’ the Capital Acquisition expenditure figure of
$5 million that is contained in the 2002 Budget.

Government will also closely monitor actual
revenue collection versus budgeted figures on a
monthly basis. This was done for the month of Janu-
ary which revealed that by the end of January 2002,
18 per cent of the entire year's budget had been col-
lected as compared to 12 per cent in January 2001.

| should mention that the $1.9 million that is
suggested which is 50 per cent of the incremental
revenue on garbage fee, is a very conservative posi-
tion because at this time work has already com-
menced on putting in place the database in terms of
meeting with the relevant agencies to get the relevant
particulars so that it will be up and running as quickly
as possible.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Elected Member for East End.

Supplementaries

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
wonder if the Honourable Third Official Member can
explain to us how the database that he just spoke of
will be put in place, that is, for the garbage collection.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: There is a committee that
has been put together in order to review the relevant
information concerning all households in the Island.
Meetings have been held with CUC and they have
provided us with details of all households that are
presently in the Islands for which billings are being
made. That information is being looked at very care-
fully and appropriate measures will be determined to
decide on which bands.

Members will recall during the presentation of
the Budget it was proposed that each household
would fall within a given band. At that time it was envi-
sioned that this would be based on kilowatt hours but
kilowatt hours will not be the only criteria that is used;
other variables will be looked at in addition to kilowatt
hours in order to determine where a household is
placed. At this time there are persons from the Portfo-
lio of Finance and Economics, Lands and Survey De-
partment, Planning Department, Environmental Health
Department and Computer Services that are working
on the information that has been gleaned to date with
a view of putting in this database.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for Cay-
man Brac.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In
the answer given the Third Official Member detailed a
pessimistic estimate of additional revenue to generate
a shortfall of $3.15 million. He also detailed the fact
that the Government has taken necessary action of
holding back on capital acquisition of $5 million to en-
sure that the Budget remains balanced.

A latter part of the answer he detailed was
that in January of 2002, revenue collection was 18 per
cent of the entire year's Budget as compared to 12
per cent in January of 2001. This would suggest that
where there are some items—they are shortfall—there
must be other items that have a surplus of what was
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budgeted. Could the Third Official Member indicate if
this is an accurate assessment?

The Speaker: Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, | can con-
firm that the revenue measures are performing with
the exception of the four that | have outlined but have
not been implemented as yet.

In comparing the various categories, for ex-
ample, we take Customs Import duty: for the month of
January 2001 collected was $10,624,593. For January
2002, $8,298,582. Although the amount in 2002 is
less than the amount collected for January 2001,
there are elements in 2001 that are not in 2002. For
example, the Import duty on gasoline: we know that
whenever a tanker arives the duty that is paid is quite
substantial.

So, we have to be working on a cumulative
month by month. We have compared the month of
January 2002 with January 2001. At the end of Feb-
ruary we will be comparing the cumulative position of
January and February 2001 against January and Feb-
ruary 2002. And if it is seen that the revenue areas
are not performing as they should, and we project
forward, let us say, any likely shortfall, for example,
where the $3.15 million has been identified as not
likely to be collected, the Government has taken a
decision to implement measures in order to try and
contain expenditure in that area so we move forward
on a balanced budget process.

We take under what is called other charges—I
am just giving the broad categories for January 2001
and January 2002.

JANUARY 2001 JANUARY 2002
Other charges Other charges
$2,411,464 $1,966,055
Licences (Inc. Bank li- Licences (Inc. Bank
cence) Charges)
$13,332,419 $32,925,051
Fees Fees
$12,645,721 $15,871,616
Total Total
$39,898,065 $60,171,525

So what is being shown is that this is how this
18 per cent increase has been arrived at.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, with
the greatest of respect, the Honourable Third Official
Member not only remained on the periphery of the
guestion but he has gone beyond the periphery. The
question asked if it was sensible to assume that be-
cause it was 18 per cent in the month of January col-
lected for 2002, and it was 12 per cent collected for
2001, that there would be a surplus. The Member has
not answered the question and perhaps the Member
should answer the question, or say he cannot.

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, | will say
thanks to the Honourable Member for reminding me
what the question was. | cannot recall that it was in
those specific words. | cannot recall whether the Hon-
ourable Member for Cayman Brac asked if there was
going to be a surplus because surely at this point in
time one hopes for a surplus through prudent fiscal
management. But | could not stand here, Mr. Speaker,
and confirm that there is going to be a surplus at the
end of the year. We are managing the finances of
Government in such a way to achieve its surplus and
the efforts that are being made at this point in time is
to achieve that end.

The Speaker: The Member for North Side, then the
Second Elected Member for George Town, the Third
Elected Member for Bodden Town, and then the Sec-
ond Elected Member for Cayman Brac.

The Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Mr. Speaker, if the Honourable
Member has a follow up on the previous question | will
give way because | intend to ask on another matter.

The Speaker: Thank you. The Second Elected Mem-
ber for George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
would like to thank the Elected Member for North Side
for her courtesy. In the substantive response the Hon-
ourable Member outlined four areas in which he says
if a pessimistic view is taken of the amount of addi-
tional revenue to be derived from these measures,
there might be a shortfall which he placed at some
$3.15 million. | wonder whether the Honourable Third
Official Member can say that these are the only four
areas. Based on current trends there is a projection
that there will be a shortfall in Government revenue for
this year.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, we have
only looked at one month out of the year so far (Janu-
ary). We are still in the month of February. We will not
have the end of February’s position until the end of
February comes about. The Government is taking
every precaution in terms of looking at the revenue
flows on a month-to-month basis. Given what has oc-
curred during the course of last year, this is the fairest
means of assessing the revenue flows on a progres-
sive basis.

Therefore, at this point in time, the Govern-
ment cannot say that there are going to be specific
shortfalls in other areas, and | would not want to run
the risk at this early stage only to point out perform-
ance in terms of the actual results as at the end of
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January. | mentioned the Government will continue to
monitor on accumulative month-to-month basis.

The Speaker: The Third Elected Member for Bodden
Town, are you continuing on the same . . .

Mr. Anthony S. Eden: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Could the
Honourable Member share with the House the infor-
mation he read from earlier on.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | can
share the details as to how the total of $60,171,525
compared to $39,898,065 for the year 2001, were ar-
rived at.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member for
Cayman Brac. Are you still on the same line or were
yougoingona...?

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Mr. Speaker, | want to clarify
as the First Elected Member for George Town has
requested my earlier question. The Third Official
Member detailed four areas in which they were ex-
pected to be a shortfall of some $3.15 million. | then
asked—based on the information that January of 2002
was going to be 18 per cent of total revenue for the
year where January of 2001 was 12 per cent of the
total year—were there other items in the Budget that
were surpassing that amount expected in the Budget
estimate of 2002.

In the details provided earlier, the Third Offi-
cial Member detailed particular items. But for the sake
of emphasis | would like for the Member to restate
what is the total revenue figure for January 2002
compared to 2001, and for the House and the general
public to understand that the Budget of the year 2002,
despite the shortfalls of four particular items is ahead
of what it was in 2001.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.
Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, the details

which | provided earlier in terms of those items that
are ahead and those lagging behind are: -

Customs Import Duty
2001 $10,624,593

January 2002 $8,298,582
Charges

January 2001 $2,411,464

January 2002 $1,966,055
Licences

January 2001 $13,332,419

January 2002 $32,925,051
Sales

January 2001 $527,100

January 2002 $391,774
Fees

January 2001 $12,645,721

January 2002 $15,871,616
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Fines

January 2001 $71,374
Services

January 2001 $130,797

January 2002 $157,308
Rental/Leases

January 2001 $26,332

January 2002 $22,670
Loans/Interest

January 2001 $60,963

January 2002 $40,056
Miscellaneous

January 2001 $67,303

January 2002 $390,061
Total

January 2001 $39,898,065

January 2002 $60,171,525

Point of Order

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Mr. Speaker, if | may, on a
point of order.

The Speaker: Can | hear your point of order?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the
Third Official Member's answer but this same answer
was given to us a few minutes ago. It is bordering on
repetition.

The Speaker: | have listened to the Honourable Offi-
cial Member and | do agree that it is. But | think the
guestion was asked a second time for emphasis, so |
am asking if the Honourable Third Official Member
could complete his answer as quickly as possible so
that we could move on the next supplementary.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
| know | gave part of the information earlier but | was
asked to restate the information. (Completes list of
information)

The Speaker: Elected Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | won-
der if the Honourable Third Official Member, in his
answer where he says, “The areas in which charges
will be levied for parking have been established”
could tell this Honourable House where those areas
are?

The Speaker: Honourable Third Official Member. |
have the Second Elected Member from the district of
West Bay. After that | will allow for one more supple-
mentary.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, Honourable
Members may regard this information to be somewhat
tedious if | start to go through the details. | am won-
dering if the Honourable Member would accept a copy
of what | have in my hand.
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Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Mr. Speaker, | would like the
answer on the floor of the House please. Thank you.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, | will just
have to repeat what | have here if you will permit that,
Sir.

The Speaker: Could the Official Member try to make
sure that it is concise as possible in regards to the
guestion that was asked in relation to parking fees in
particular.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, | will just

read as | have been doing earlier, not adding any in-

formation. Parking fees:

George Town (Elgin Avenue)

+ Right side of the road, 6 North direction,

+ Left side of the road 13 North direction. A total of
19 parking slots.

The Racket Club parking lot

+ 300 or more are estimated.

Edward Street (from Scotia Bank to Courts Office)

+ Left side of the road, 22 parking slots,

+ The right side of the road 6 parking slots. A total
of 28 parking slots

Albert Panton Street

+ Left side of the road, 14 parking slots,

+ Right side, 9 parking slots. A total of 23 parking
slots.

Genesis Close

+ Left side of the road, 14 parking slots.

Shedden Road

+ Left side of the road, 7 parking slots,

+ Right side of the road, 14 parking slots. A total of
21 parking slots

Cardinal Avenue

+ Left side of the road, 15 parking slots,

+ The back of Government Library parking lot, the
left side of the road, 43

+ On the right side, 73. A total of 116 parking slots.

Mary Street (next to Zepher House)

+ Right side of the road 4 parking slots,

Fort Street (next to the Bank of America direction)

+ Left side of the road, 11 parking slots.

Goring Avenue next to T-shirts of Cayman,

+ Eastern direction, 6 parking slots.

The Royal Bank of Canada (along Elgin Avenue)

+ Left side of the road, 4 parking slots.

The Post Office

+ Right side of the road 3 parking slots.

This, Mr. Speaker, totals 264 parking slots.

The Speaker: Thank you. Elected Member for North
Side is this a follow up?

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | won-
der if the Honourable Third Official Member could tell
the House how this fee will be charged. Will it be an
hourly, daily, weekly or monthly charge and what the
actual fee will be?

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, it will be on
an hourly basis, and at this time it is projected to be at
a cost of $1 per hour. In terms of how it will be imple-
mented, meter machines will be installed at various
points, or machines that will allow for a person parking
a vehicle to go and purchase a ticket for the amount of
time that the user of the vehicle estimates that the
vehicle will be parked by inserting whatever amount of
money into the machine. That ticket will then be dis-
played on the windshield or dashboard of the vehicle.

The Speaker: The Elected Member from the district of
North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | won-
der if the Honourable Third Official Member could tell
the House who will be monitoring? Will it be the Police
or meter attendants placed in town?

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Mr. Speaker, two or three
meter persons will be employed to monitor the meters
on an ongoing basis. They will fall under the Police
Department.

The Speaker: Second Elected Member for West Bay.
The final supplementary.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The
Honourable Third Official Member has outlined certain
financial information for the year 2002 (January 2002
versus January 2001). Could the Honourable Third
Official Member confirm to the House that the exer-
cise was to show a month and month performance,
not necessarily to reflect on whether or not there will
be a surplus at the end of the year, because that is
impossible to do simply by looking at the months.

The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.

Hon. George A. McCarthy: Yes, Mr. Speaker, it will
be a month and month performance. But as | men-
tioned earlier, with the month and month performance
seeing what the revenue flows are and looking at the
level of expenditure that will be taking place, it will al-
low the Government to monitor expenditure against
revenue flows and to make adjustments as appropri-
ate in order to maintain a balanced budget position.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.
Question No. 16

No. 16: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the Honourable
Minister responsible for the Ministry of Planning,
Communication, Works and Information Technology,
what progress has been made in regards to Govern-
ment's announced policy decision to deregulate the
telecommunication industry.
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The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Planning,
Communication, Works and Information Technology.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, substantial
progress has been made. The Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT) Bill will lay the legal
foundation for deregulation by establishing the neces-
sary independent regulatory body, the ICT Authority.
In addition, it will set the policy for such important is-
sues as the new licensing regime, interconnection
between suppliers’ networks and the prohibition of
anti-competitive practices. The drafting of this Bill has
been completed and it will be brought to this Honour-
able House during this Meeting. Several preliminary
discussions have been held with Cable and Wireless
Cayman Islands Limited concerning the replacement
of their existing exclusive licence with one or more
non-exclusive ones. | am pleased to report that the
Company continues to honour its public commitment
to assist with the liberalisation process. Provided this
degree of co-operation continues, | am confident that
we will meet

our target of September this year for the start of com-
petition.

Supplementaries
The Speaker: The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can
the Minister tell us if the new draft Bill has been circu-
lated for further public input?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Planning,
Communications, Works and Information Technology.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, the draft Bill
was laid on the Table of the Honourable House in No-
vember last year. Certain amendments have been
made to that but not many of consequence. This Bill
will be brought to the House, as | mentioned during
this Meeting but the newly amended Bill has not been
circulated.

The Speaker: Elected Member for East End continu-
ing.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
wonder if the Minister can tell us when it is anticipated
that this new draft Bill will be circulated.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.
Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | stated earlier
that the Bill has been circulated and the final version

will be brought to this House during this Meeting.

The Speaker: Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | ap-
preciate the answer from the Minister but | asked
about the new amended draft Bill. | am trying to ascer-
tain when will that be circulated, and in particular to
Members.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | am trying to
be as clear as | can. | told the Honourable Member for
East End that the original Bill was laid on the Table of
the House in November, which gave ample opportu-
nity to all stakeholders and the public for their input.
We have received the input. The new finalised Bill will
not be circulated again; it will be brought to this House
during this Meeting.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. In the process of
deregulation, can the Minister state with the estab-
lishment of the new independent regulatory body
whether part and parcel of its remit will be to have
anything to do with price controls, or will it simply be a
matter of allowing competition to dictate what the
prices will be?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, the role of the
ICT Authority is defined in the ICT Bill. For information
for the House | would like to state several points and
they are: -

(&) To promote competition in the provision of ICT
services

and ICT networks where it is reasonable or necessary
to do so.

(b) To advise the Minister on ICT matters including
compliance with Government’s international obliga-
tions, market liberalisation and competitive pricing.

(c) To investigate and resolve complaints from cus-
tomers and service providers concerning the provision
of ICT services and ICT networks.

(d) To determine the categories of licences to be is-
sued under this Law and The Electronic Transaction
Law 2000.

(e) To license and regulate ICT services and ICT
networks as specified in this Law and The Electronics
Transaction Law 2000.

() To collect all fees including licence fees and any
other charges levied under this Law or The Electron-
ics Transaction Law 2000 or regulations made there
under.

(g) To resolve dispute concerning the interconnection
or sharing of infrastructure between or among ICT
service providers or ICT network providers.

(h) To promote and maintain an efficient economic
and harmonised ICT infrastructure.

(i) To carry out duties and responsibilities of the ad-
ministrative point of contact of the top level of the
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global Internet domain name system as assigned from
time to time to the Islands.
()) To act on any matter referred to it by the Minister
or the Managing Director.
(k) To carry out such other functions as are conferred
on the Authority by or under this Law or any other law.
Mr. Speaker, to answer the question specifically,
yes, the ICT Authority will be given the responsibility
of collecting all fees including licence fees and any
other charges levied under this Law or The Electronic
Transaction Law 2000 or regulations made there-
under.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Can the Honourable
Minister—perhaps if necessary and he can decide by
examples—give us some idea of what might be en-
countered as anti-competitive practices.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, such matters
as— and this is not exhaustive, it is just an example—
as predatory pricing; cutting below a certain level so
as to keep out competitors, that type of thing. But they
are all detailed in the Bill, which will be brought to the
House during this meeting.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. In the last para-
graph of the Minister's answer when he speaks to the
discussions that have been held with Cable and Wire-
less regarding the replacement of their exclusive li-
cence with one or more non-exclusive ones, and he
speaks to anticipating that if they remain on course
with their public commitment to deregulation, that the
time line of September can be met. If at any point in
time this commitment by Cable and Wireless changes,
does the Minister anticipate that there may have to be
long legal drawn out processes, or has any thought
been given to how that situation could be dealt with?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to say that so far Cable and Wireless have given their
indication that they plan to honour their commitment to
Government: they plan to work with Government to
establish a well-regulated and fair competitive market
for telecommunications. | think it would perhaps be
inappropriate and counter-productive to speculate as
to what may happen if this communication and this co-
operation did not continue. | would rather place the
emphasis upon the co-operative discussions that are
currently underway.

The Speaker: Before the Member continues, | would
like to say that the proposed plan is that we carry on
and finish Question Time since we started late this
morning and then take the luncheon break. We are
hoping that we will be finished by 1 o’clock.

The First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | am
going by memory so perhaps | might need to be as-
sisted.

When the Honourable Minister outlined the
sort of job description of the Authority, | think one of
the areas that he mentioned when he was going
through an alphabetical list was that the Authority
would basically have the power to deal with any con-
flicts which may arise, regarding the use of infrastruc-
ture between competing parties.

| would like the Minister, if possible, to expand
on that to make sure that | understand exactly how
that would work, because in my mind, infrastructure
would have to be owned by some of the parties. | just
want to make sure that what is being said is that if
there are arrangements that need to be made for sub-
letting of some of that infrastructure to another one of
the companies, and there are problems with regards
to some amicable arrangements, if whether the Au-
thority would then have the authority to sit down with
both parties involved and decide on what is fair and
whether both parties would be bound to abide by
whatever the ruling of the Authority is in that matter.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | believe that
the specific quotation was (g) — “To resolve dispute
concerning the interconnection or sharing of in-
frastructure between or among ICT service pro-
viders or ICT network providers”.

The Law that is generally applied, not only will
it be applied here but throughout the world, is that a
telecom provider would have to agree for interconnec-
tion with other competitors coming in at an agreed fee.
They cannot just refuse not to provide that intercon-
nection to competitors. If there was some dispute,
then that would be resolved by the ICT Authority in
regards to the fee and also in regards to the intercon-
nection of the infrastructure.

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for
George Town.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | want to follow up on the response to the
final supplementary from the Elected Member for East
End.

The Honourable Minister said that the final
version of the Bill would not be circulated. | wonder if
the Honourable Minister can say when Honourable
Members of this House will have the final version of
the Bill, and whether he can give me the assurance
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that we will see it prior to it being placed on the Order
Paper, and us being expected to debate it.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, as far as pos-
sible, as | have done in the past, | follow the Standing
Orders by giving sufficient time for it to be passed out
to Members. Certainly it will be before the Bill is taken
by the House and he will have sufficient time to go
through it. If that is not possible, | would just as quickly
bring it at another meeting, but Members will have
time to go through the Bill.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am
glad that the Minister—maybe | was not asking my
guestion clear enough. | did not really mean the public
at large and | do apologise to you but | am thankful for
your answer to the Second Elected Member.

Mr. Speaker, the First Elected Member for
George Town asked a previous supplementary on the
dispute between companies and the interconnection,
infrastructure and the likes. | wonder if the Minister
can tell us how that is all going to relate to physical
infrastructure.

Will the telecommunication providers (be that
Cable and Wireless or whomever else may come in)
share the physical part of the Islands’ infrastructure,
be it Caribbean Utilities Company’s (CUC) infrastruc-
ture with the poles, or, will they be putting down their
own? Will the Authority also have responsibility for
those sharing agreements, keeping in mind that CUC
already has agreements with Cable and Wireless of
which | am aware?.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, normally the
Authority would not get involved unless there is a dis-
pute, but in sharing the infrastructure, whether it is
cable or a mobile situation such as the AT&T is now
sort of looking at, that is a matter that will certainly be
decided between the provider and the competitor that
is coming in. But this is not something that the ICT
Authority would get involved in initially, unless of
course there was a dispute in the matter.

The Speaker: Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This
may be asking the Minister’'s opinion but | would like
to draw a little scenario and then ask him a question.
In the instances where CUC and Cable and Wireless
are now in an exclusive agreement to provide air
space on their poles what would happen in the case
where another provider comes in and wants to go into
an agreement with CUC to work within that space for
telecommunication? Would the Authority get in the

discussion between Cable and Wireless on their ex-
clusive agreement and the new provider?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | am assum-
ing that the Honourable Member is considering the
process of after-deregulation and not at this point in
time with Cable and Wireless having an exclusive
agreement. However, if it is after the liberalisation
process kicks in, hopefully in September, as | men-
tioned earlier, this is standard not just will it be in the
Cayman Islands but throughout the world where the
incumbent or the provider in place would share inter-
connection with others. Only if there is a dispute
would this matter come to the ICT Authority. It is stan-
dard that the provider in place would share the air
space, or whatever, with the competitor that is coming
in, whether this is a situation with Cable and Wireless
and CUC, or just with Cable and Wireless alone.

The Speaker: | will allow two more supplementaries.
The Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With
that exclusive agreement that currently exist between
Cable and Wireless and CUC to operate and utilise
Caribbean Utilities Company’s infrastructure, if the
Minister then can tell us: -

(1) Would he agree that exclusive agreements in
the deregulation of the telecommunication industry
certainly be anti-competitive, and

(2) If Government would allow those exclusive
agreements to use the infrastructure to remain in
place?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
answer my Honourable friend but | would rather not
speculate at this point in time.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. When | was asking
the Minister about the ICT Authority having some type
of remit with regards pricing and the Minister’'s answer
was speaking to fees that would have to be collected
by the Authority, what | was really referring to at that
time was actual charges that would be levied by the
various service providers as a matter of them doing
business at a competitive level. Would the Authority at
any time be dealing with any prices, for instance, de-
ciding if this price was too high, et cetera? | think the
Minister mentioned, regarding anyone with anti-
competitive practices under charging just to run other
competitors out of business. However, on the other
side of the coin will there be any situation where the
Authority will be able to say, ‘Well, this price for the
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service that is being provided is too high for the cus-
tomer’.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, | was trying to
listen to two people at the same time but | believe |
might have understood the gist of the Honourable
Member's question. Could he just repeat whether he
was in fact talking about the leasing arrangement for
interconnection. [Inaudible response] Yes, Mr.
Speaker, | think | got the gist of the Honourable Mem-
ber's question. There will not be any price controls,
but the ICT Authority will ensure, as | mentioned ear-
lier, that there is no price-gouging or predatory pricing
— that things are kept within competitive bounds. That
will be the job of the ICT Authority.

The Speaker: | will allow a follow up. First Elected
Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. | understand what
the Minister has just said and | am trying to get it pin-
pointed—because perhaps it is difficult to deal with it
at this level at this time. The Minister said that there
will be no price control but that the Authority will en-
sure that there is no pricing-gouging on the one hand,
or predatory pricing on the other hand. Now | am try-
ing to determine what the Authority will be using as a
rule of thumb to strike that balance to determine what
is within and what levels will go beyond either way.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Mr. Speaker, the ICT Au-
thority will be comprised of individuals who are ex-
perienced and knowledgeable in the telecommunica-
tion business. And they will have this necessary tech-
nical information available to guide them in deciding
whether prices are too high or too low.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Question No. 17

No. 17: Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts to ask the Honourable
Minister responsible for Agriculture, to give an update
on the restructuring plans for the Farmer's Co-Op.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister for Health
Services, District Administration and Agriculture.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, following on
the recent approval by Finance Committee to restore
Government's loan guarantee on behalf of the
Farmer’s Co-Op to its previous level of $150,000, the
Co-Op is now finalising arrangement with its bank to
convert a portion of its current liabilities into long-term
debt. This will make funds more readily available in

order to pay farmers on a more timely basis for goods
supplied.

The Co-Op, with the assistance of the Ministry
responsible for Agriculture, is also currently in negotia-
tion with the Civil Aviation Authority for a long-term
lease of property on which the Farmer's Market is lo-
cated. Such a lease will put the Co-Op in a position to
more easily access capital from commercial lending
agencies, and will facilitate the further development of
the site to take advantage of new business opportuni-
ties.

The Chairman of the Board of Management
has already indicated that the Co-Op is prepared to
move ahead with plans to construct a number of stalls
on the Farmer's Market compound. These stalls will
be leased to private individuals or groups for the sale
of, for example, local handicrafts, home-made pre-
serves and plants.  Starting initially as a Fri-
day/Saturday market, the long-term goal is to develop
the Farmer's Market site into a truly National Market
place and an attraction to residents and visitors alike.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Supplementaries

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Can the Minister state what
would be the current liabilities at present of the
Farmer's Co-Op?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, at this time |
cannot state what the current liabilities are, but | think
they are indeed high—since | had the opportunity to
briefly look over a file related to this matter which was
part of the Ministry for which the Honourable Member
was responsible only recently. It is quite a large sum
and it is a matter that was being dealt with then, in an
attempt to have it resolved. And certainly | will be fol-
lowing up on it.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Just to quickly say
to the Minister — and | will turn it into a question — that
the reason | asked him that question is because the
answer speaks to the loan guarantee on behalf of The
Farmer’'s Co-Op, bringing it back up to its previous
level of $150,000. It is now finalising arrangements
with its bank to convert a portion of its current liabili-
ties into long-term debt. Point being that portion with
whatever is available on the $150,000 facility is not
(unless something drastic has happened in a very
short period of time) a significant portion of that liabil-
ity.

So, understanding that that is the case and
agreeing with what the Minister said, the question is . .
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. Even if this were to happen, it will really not make a
significant amount of funds more readily available in
order to pay the farmers on a more timely basis and
this has been a very serious problem. Can the Minis-
ter say if there are any other significant plans which
would allow for this to really be the case? Because,
while | appreciate that he has just stepped in there,
the Minister is answering the question based on the
information that is being provided.

The truth is, one might really misinterpret the
answer the way it is. It might be interpreted to say that
the problem will be solved and it truly will not. So, | am
asking if there is anything else the Minister might be
aware of to deal with that situation?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, to my knowl-
edge there is no additional amount and | have seen
where there was concern in the past about this situa-
tion. Truly it is something which has to be resolved
whereby the entity of The Farmer's Co-Op will have to
come in line with some sort of proper business prac-
tice. Only then could one realistically try to find a real
solution. | have heard what the Member has said and
in regard to the $150,000 it is also my understanding
that this will not necessarily go very far.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. | have known it to
be a fact that previously The Farmer's Co-Op was
losing significant sums of money on a monthly basis.
Can the Minister state if there is information available
that tells what the position is now with regards to its
operational status? Is it still operating at a deficit? And
if so, does he have any idea what that recurring
amount is?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, at this point in
time | do not have available the information as to what
is the deficit of The Farmer's Co-Op, but | could at-
tempt to get such information and make it available to
the Member.

The Speaker: The First Elected Member for George
Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | will
be very careful not to speak too long on this matter,
but | consider it a very important one for a specific
reason. | certainly trust that the Minister will not misin-
terpret my pointed questioning for anything else but
trying to bring about awareness within this Legislative
Assembly so that Members might have an apprecia-
tion. That we can all put our minds at it to try to assist
because it is going to need that type of effort.

The plans that are outlined in the substantive
answer regarding the stalls are good plans. | believe
that the quicker they can get to that point, the better
the chances are for The Farmer's Co-Op to operate
the market without having to do so on a deficit basis.

While it is necessary to pay off some of the
bills, using funds from this facility—which is being re-
stored by Finance Committee to its original $150,000
so that the farmers can become more current with the
supplies that they bring—I am wondering whether or
not the funds for the stalls project will also be used
from this amount, or will it be done in another fashion
with the stalls remaining as another pipe drain.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, | could not
accurately answer the Member as to how much of this
money will be used to pay outstanding bills to farmers
— which | understand there are some — and how far
they propose to use some of those funds to build the
stalls. | understand that the plans, which | have seen
would require about $15,000 to erect them. So, that
not being such a substantial amount compared to the
$150,000, | am not sure where they really want to go
in that regard.

The Speaker: First Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Thank you. Could the Minister
give an undertaking to try to make that determination
with a view to ensure that is the way it is handled; that
they do have sufficient funds to see that project
through rather than to be with it on paper and not be-
ing able to fund it in a short period of time.

The Speaker: Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, | am advised
that the Co-op proposes to take $15,000 out of that
amount to do the stalls.

The Speaker: Elected Member for East End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
think we all know that The Farmer's Co-Op has been
losing money for many years and we have tried every-
thing possible with it, or thereabouts. In talking with
many of the Members they recognise it but they be-
lieve they need to expand it as a business. | wonder if
the Minister can tell us if any consideration to assist
The Farmer’s Co-Op with the opportunity to spread its
wings will be given, for instance, to set up little juice
stalls at the new Turtle Farm, the rotunda on the Dock
and passenger landing, the Pedro St. James, et cet-
era. This would promote the Caymanian way of life
and its products, because | believe tourists come to
this country to see what we are as Caymanians.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.
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Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, consideration
has been given to what the Honourable Member for
East End said, and it is my understanding that that is
the purpose these stalls, at least some of them, would
serve to allow things like that to come together. That
is why the decision has been taken that these are
necessary. As | said in the substantive answer, it
would become a truly national market place for attrac-
tion for residents and visitors alike. | think this is what
the Honourable Member is thinking about from what
he has said and that is one of the purposes that the
stalls would serve.

The Speaker: Elected Member for East End continu-
ing.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
thank the Minister for that answer but in addition to
those on site, as | understand the substantive answer,
| was expanding it a little bit and wondering if consid-
eration has been given to putting stalls, for instance,
at the new Turtle Farm or at Pedro St. James, The
Botanic Park, the rotunda on the Dock, and the new
proposed tourist development dock, et cetera, and
decentralising it so that tourists and residents alike
can enjoy it.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, since | have
been assigned responsibility for this subject | have
been told that a request was made by the Farmer's
Market to do something like this, if | remember cor-
rectly, at the Dock. For some strange reason | under-
stand that approval was not given. | gave an under-
taking that | would speak with the proper authorities
on this to find out why such a thing could not be, and
to look into the possibilities of the Farm assisting in
that regard for the promotion of the produce and
juices the Member speaks about.

The Speaker: The Elected Member for North Side.

Ms. Edna M. Moyle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | won-
der if the Honourable Minister could tell the House if a
proper accounting system is now set up at the
Farmer’'s Market.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Gilbert A. McLean: Mr. Speaker, | do not know
how proper a system it is, but | am informed that there
have been improvements in the accounting system
there. And it is something that | will take a very keen
interest in because | have seen a report from the
Auditor General, for example, which has noted that it
is very important, and | would certainly not recom-
mend to Government nor to this Honourable House
for continuing funds where there is no proper account-
ing system in place.

The Speaker: If there is no further supplementaries,
at this time we will take the luncheon break and the
House will resume at 2.30 pm.

Proceedings suspended at 12.47 pm
Proceedings resumed at 2.49 pm

[Madam Speaker in the Chair]

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
OF THE GOVERNMENT

The Speaker: | have received no notice of any state-
ments for this Sitting.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Debate on the Throne Speech delivered by His
Excellency the Governor, Mr. Peter J. Smith, Fri-
day, 15 February 2002

(Continuation of debate thereon)

The Speaker: The Honourable Second Elected Mem-
ber for the district of George Town.

Point of Procedure Regarding Reply to Throne
Speech

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, a
point of procedure.

The Speaker: Certainly.

Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin, Jr.: Madam Speaker, dur-
ing Friday | believe you indicated just before the
Member of East End rose that if no other Member
wished to speak you would call upon the Leader of
Government Business to exercise his right of reply. |
have done a bit of research on this matter and had
some discussions with my colleagues and we would
ask for a ruling on this point which I will shortly make. |
think it is important for the benefit of all of us in this
Honourable House that we understand this procedure.

As | understand it, there is no motion on the
floor of this Honourable House. What transpired on
Friday, 15 February 2002 was that His Excellency the
Governor delivered the Throne Speech. The Leader of
Government Business then rose and moved a motion
for the House to record its grateful thanks to His Ex-
cellency the Governor for the address, and a further
resolution that the debate on the address be deferred.
As that particular motion was moved and voted upon,
therefore, there is ho motion currently on the floor of
the House to which, in my respectful submission, the
Leader of Government Business has any right to re-

ply.
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Obviously he can speak to the Motion in the
same way as all other Members of this Honourable
House, but | believe it is an important question which
needs to be resolved because the right to reply is
something that is given to the mover of a motion and
the mover of the motion is necessarily the last person
to speak. My submission is that in these circum-
stances the Leader of Government Business does not
have a right to reply.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Honourable Member what | propose to do is
to allow the Member for East End to continue his de-
bate. He has about 15 minutes remaining, after which
| will take a short suspension to give the matter some
consideration and make my ruling immediately there-
after.

Member for East End, please continue. As |
have indicated you have 15 minutes remaining.

Last Friday we had a point of order which |
should wish if you would commence your debate and
clarify that point so that | can make a ruling on that
particular point, as | believe you wanted some time to
search your places of abode to get verification of the
statement of that which you sought to make during
your last debate. So, if you would so continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
trust that the clarification will not be taken as part of
my time. Is that my understanding?

The Speaker: That is correct. | have done the same
for the Second Elected Member for George Town.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
When we adjourned on Friday there was a point of
order raised by the Second Elected Member for Cay-
man Brac on clarification, and | said that | would
search my records to see if | found the statement. Un-
fortunately, | did not find the statement but | do recall
that the Minister for Tourism did say at some stage
during the previous year that there was a proposal to
build a dock in East End. If it was not a statement
(which | cannot confirm through a statement), as the
Order Paper makes provisions for, | do believe then
that it might have been during an answer to a sub-
stantive question or a supplementary. If the Second
Elected Member for Cayman Brac chooses to confirm
that then maybe we can clarify it from that position.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for the districts of
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman.

Mr. Lyndon L. Martin: Madam Speaker, the Member
for East End on Friday said there was a statement
made in the Honourable House which would have
been brought under Standing Order 30. There has
been no statement provided by him, or in checking the
records of the Legislative Assembly, no such state-
ment could be found. | would then invite the Member

to withdraw that statement from his contribution to the
Throne Speech, if that is pleasing to your ruling.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Honourable Member for the district of
East End. Do you wish to continue on this?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Yes, Madam Speaker. Thank
you. While | may have said that it was a statement
made under the provisions made on the Order Paper
for the Ministers of Government to make statements,
that does not necessarily mean that a statement was
not made. While it may not have been made under
that provision, a particular statement was made in this
Honourable House concerning a proposal to build a
dock in East End. So much so that | recall the Minister
saying that the Member for East End would be ap-
prised of the situation. Madam Speaker, it was a
statement by the Minister.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, my ruling would
be as follows:

Because it is a statement of fact that has been
contested, it is my view that the onus falls on your
good self to supply evidence of the same. Opportunity
has been given for you to do that and, unfortunately,
for whatever reason, you have been unable to come
up with factual evidence. In the circumstances | would
ask you to withdraw that, but | should also bring to
your attention Standing Order 31 which gives provi-
sion to you with the leave of the presiding officer to
make a personal explanation if in the future you would
find such evidence.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
will research and find it, be it through questions or
otherwise.

The Speaker: And the withdrawal was another part of
the request.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Yes, Madam Speaker, for now
I will.

The Speaker: Honourable Member, you should know
me well enough that | will not accept a conditional
withdrawal. It must be an absolute withdrawal and that
is what | am expecting from any Member. If there is
going to be a withdrawal it must be absolute, other-
wise it does not constitute a withdrawal. So | would
ask you to so do please.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker,
and | do.

The Speaker: Thank you. Please continue with your
debate.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Madam Speaker, the Minister
for Tourism looks like he wants to get your attention.
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The Speaker: Are you saying that the Minister has a
point of order?

Mr. V. Arden McLean: | do not know, Madam
Speaker. He was saying something and | thought
there was . . .

The Speaker: Honourable Member, under the Stand-
ing Orders he can only do so with your leave, if it is on
a point of elucidation under Standing Order 34 (b) or
under Standing Order 34 (a) if he has a point of order.
And | have not had any formal application for either of
those Standing Orders to be implemented. So please
continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
As | move on with the final piece of time allotted to me
| would like to briefly touch on an area that brought
some contention on Friday, and that was during my
debate on the Constitutional Review. | understand that
the Constitutional Review is yet to be completed but
when | spoke of rumours that is what | meant—
rumours on the street. Madam Speaker, the Minister
for Tourism, during that time, alluded to taking me out
before 2004.

Point of Order

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, on a point
of order.

The Speaker: Please state the point of order Honour-
able Leader.

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, the Mem-
ber is misleading the House. What | said when they
raised this issue of a 5-year term—and | want to state
for the record that the UDP has not made any such
statement—we would not want to wait for the five
years (extra year) 2005 to face him because | intend
to take him out by 2004. That is when the election is .
.. 2004. They cannot read anything else into that.

The Speaker: | take the point of order with the cogni-
sance that it was just stated, and as it was previously
stated and it is not my view or intention to do anything
more than at a general election. Please continue.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Can | then read from the Hansard of this Honourable
House of the 22 February 2002?

The Speaker: If it is relating back to the point that |
just ruled on then | will not allow it as | have made my
ruling. If it is a new aspect then you can continue on
that basis.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
It is related, therefore | cannot read it. | wanted to read
what the Minister said on that particular day regarding
the discussion we just had. Nevertheless | am here to

represent the people of East End and in the larger
community of the Cayman Islands.

When | elected to run in politics no one
pushed me; | did that all on my own. Madam Speaker,
the people of East End chose me over two other can-
didates, and during my tenure, which is four years, |
will represent the people of the district of East End
and the greater Cayman Islands to the best of my abil-
ity. And at the end of the day it will be the people of
East End who decide that | am not worthy and they
will remove me; that will be left up to them. By the
help of my good Lord | will be here until 2004. So
when this country has to put up with the UDP until
2004, the UDP will have to understand that they have
to put up with me until 2004: that is how it is going to
stay. That is the arrangement that we all made with
the people of this country and | am not going to
change that. The people will change that. Regardless
of the threats made against me, | am here to stay until
| contest the next general elections in this country—
my country—my district of East End.

Madam Speaker, | went on to Caypolitics this
morning and | saw an article concerning the same
matter and there were many replies to it.

Madam Speaker, | turn to the press. The re-
sponsibility of the press in this country or any country
is to disseminate information. When we all elect to go
into politics we do it knowing quite well that we want to
be elected. Once elected, we must control our con-
duct: if we do not, it is the responsibility of the press to
disseminate it. The press must also remember that it
must practise responsible journalism. If the press
makes a factual statement of what | have said, then |
can blame no one for it. That is the situation, Madam
Speaker.

In the last few minutes of my 15 minutes |
would like to draw the attention to the delivery of the
Throne Speech. While it was a longer speech than the
previous year, | do not believe a lot of comfort was
found in it by the people of this country. | do not know
why the Chamber was not overcrowded again this
year with people in anticipation of the Throne Speech,
but it was very evident that something was wrong,
because there were only a few residents in this Hon-
ourable Chamber. It was not very exciting. | under-
stand that the Governor was a little under the weather,
the flu I think. But the ‘meat of the matter’ in the
Throne Speech did not give our people a lot to look
forward to for the next year. We should have been
addressing areas that the people are concerned
about; specifically what we are going to do about the
economy and carrying our people forward.

The UDP is responsible for the Throne
Speech and it is their Throne Speech regardless of
whether or not they try to get out of it by saying that
the Governor delivered it. It is the policies of the UDP
that the Governor delivered. It is the policy of the
Government that the Governor delivered to the people
of this country. And it was not and it did not have any
future for our country. To say the very least, it was
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bland. But the UDP must put this country on course.
Let us see what direction they have for our country.

| know that other Members of the UDP will
now be getting up to reply; | await their reply. | say to
this country that there will always be an alternative to
what we have and we are talking about 2004. | would
just like to let the country know, that we the Opposi-
tion will be—for the rest of our term, the Government
in waiting—defending our people and we will be deliv-
ering it in a respectful manner.

| thank you and | now sit and await other de-
bates from the UDP, and certainly | subscribe to the
old cliché: ‘If you cannot take it, you should not give
it’.

Condolence

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member from
the district of East End. Before taking the break |
should wish to inform all Honourable Members that |
have just been told by the Honourable First Official
Member that the mother of His Excellency the Gover-
nor who was ailing for some time has passed away in
the United Kingdom at 7 p.m. yesterday. His Excel-
lency has asked that all legislators be informed, and |
am sure that all Honourable Members would wish for
me, on behalf of this Honourable Parliament, to ex-
press our very deepest and sincerest sympathy to His
Excellency the Governor and his family. May the God
of comfort and peace be ever near to him during this
time of great loss.
| shall now suspend for 15 minutes.

Proceedings suspended at 3.12 pm
Proceedings resumed at 4.03 pm

'Speaker’s Ruling on Point of Procedure regard-
ing Reply to Throne Speech

The Speaker: Please be seated.

Members would recall that before we took the
break | was asked by the Second Elected Member
from the district of George Town to give a ruling on a
submission that he had made. There is, in my respect-
ful mind, no question that any Member may speak
more than once, regardless of what view is taken as
to whether or not there is a Motion before this Hon-
ourable House upon which the debate proceeds.
Standing Order 33 would deal with this position, if
there is no motion that seems to be reflected in the
practice, otherwise the mover of the motion would
have a right to reply. The issue, therefore, is not
whether anyone may speak more than once; it is clear
that any Member may only speak once. The issue,
therefore, is whether it has been the consistent prac-
tice of this Honourable House which would allow for a
representative of the Government to wind up the de-

! Also see Speaker’s Ruling on pages 135-137

bate on the Throne Speech. This cannot be said with-
out further examination of the Hansards, which | pro-
pose over a ten-year period. It is, therefore, my inten-
tion, with the assistance of the Clerk of this Honour-
able House to further research the matter in order to
enable me to make a much more informed ruling if
appropriate.

Does any other Member wish to speak? Does
any other Member wish to speak? Last call.

The Second Elected Member for the district of
West Bay.

Mr. Rolston M. Anglin: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
It is good to have you back in the Chamber. | know
you are not feeling well but | will make sure that from
now until the hour of interruption that |1 do nothing to
cause you any more duress.

As we look forward to yet another year, we
are indeed in the middle of a recession within our
country, and as a Member of the Government Bench
the arrow is clearly pointed to us to implement strate-
gies, policies and programmes that the country would
need to find its way out of the recession. But while all
of that is going on there still is looming over us many
other major challenges.

Not too long ago all of us were out on the
campaign trail trying to convince persons to vote for
us; to vote for change; to vote for a new and dynamic
way in which the country will be led. Madam Speaker,
| did not meet many persons out there who did not
feel that the country on many fronts was not in the
best position. People had complaints about the finan-
cial state of the country — health services, education,
the international initiative, the state of the economy at
the time, immigration, policing.

| think it is fair to say that most of us also
campaigned by promising the people that we would
make the tough decisions. That while we recognised
and acknowledged that much work needed to go in to
making these Cayman lIslands our home a better
place to live, a better place to do business, that we
would make tough decisions that would ensure that
the things that had been ignored were not addressed
as thoroughly as we may have thought and the public
may have thought necessary, that all those matters
would be addressed.

Madam Speaker, the one thing that | think all
of us do recognise and would agree on is that when
we go along that train of thought, that is, that we are
going to make the country a better place to live, a bet-
ter place to raise our children, a better place to do
business, that we would stand ready to make those
tough decisions. However, we also know how things
are.

First of all, there is never a solution that is go-
ing to please everyone on any issue. Today, the
United Democratic Party Government could present a
new policy on immigration. Not everyone will be
pleased. In fact, it goes without saying that that is an
issue that will certainly cause much public debate; that
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is an issue that will cause many in the society to feel
that what is being done is not in the best interest, cur-
rently or in the long-term of the country. | used that as
an example, Madam Speaker.

We can look at many other decisions that
need to be made in this country and the one thing that
we have managed to do quite successfully over the
years is to push back major decisions. Somehow we
seem to believe that unless everything is exactly the
way we want it; unless everything is exactly within
what we believe to be right that nothing should be
done.

Madam Speaker, that feeling is out there in
the larger community. So, when you sit here and hold
office and the pressures come to bear, one can
quickly see why when it comes to a lot of the funda-
mental issues that have faced this country for so
many years now, there has not been any real attempt
to do something different; to be bold; to be creative; to
do the very things that you campaigned upon. There
is always that fear among politicians, because they
know that within the next few years — a few short
months — you will be back to the polls, back to the
campaign season facing those same people.

| recognise and | accept the position that | am
in, that is, to be a Member of the ruling Party, the
Party that has the majority and therefore has to make
these tough decisions. The one thing that | can say is
that we are not going to back down from our respon-
sibilities because of the fear of going to the polls in
2004. We will do what we feel is in the best interest,
long-term, for the people of these Islands. We want to
leave behind a legacy of well thought-out decision-
making. We want to ensure that there is in train a leg-
acy of making decisions. As a government, once you
have made that decision there are those who are go-
ing to be for and those who are against.

It is from that exercise and from those dynam-
ics that we build. There is no right decision. Who is it
right to? There are critical issues that face us as a
community; critical issues which we must face, that we
must start working on and the first step in that journey
is to make a decision and take a stand. That is what
the people sent us here to do and they have given us
a four-year contract in which to do it. And four years is
not a long time.

We must continue to foster in these Cham-
bers, and in the broader community, a sense of logic,
a sense of point counterpoint, a sense of tangible
measurable outcomes. And all those can only be
reached through the decision-making process.
Madam Speaker, within these Chambers we will have
a Government and an Opposition and one of the
things that | believe, and the Government believes, is
the whole notion of coming here and debating issues.
However, within the realm of the reality of politics
within the Cayman Islands, issues often get pushed
aside and personalities come into play.

Madam Speaker, it is healthy to have Mem-
bers of the Opposition get up and give logic to why

they disagree with the Government’'s position. It is
healthy to have Members of the Opposition get up and
give tangible alternatives to the Government’s position
because that makes all of us better. That makes the
Government know that once they come to these
Chambers with a decision that decision had better be
well thought out, because we know the Opposition will
make counterpoint—propose other ideology that
somehow seems more preferable to the Govern-
ment’s.

| have listened to the debate so far and it is
my humble submission that what we have continuing
on within the Cayman Islands is that legacy of politics
where it is personality based and not issue based. It is
not presenting yourself as a real alternative because
you have better ideas but it is presenting yourself as
the Government-in-waiting simply based on personali-
ties. ‘I do not like him on the Government side be-
cause of x, y, z' Personal things, usually. Not coming
up with real alternatives to the country.

Madam Speaker, this is something that | have

spoken of in this Honourable House before. | have
said it in different ways. For example, we just came
through an election in 2000, some fifteen months ago,
and no one ran on an economic plan, no one ran on a
real economic policy for the country.
So now that the economic growth of the 1990s is over,
the economic growth that mirrored the economic suc-
cess of the United States is over, we find ourselves
once again in a situation that is not unlike some
twelve years where the economy was down and de-
velopment was relatively low. And so whereas in the
1990s you could get away from the fundamentals be-
cause things were booming, Cayman was ‘boom
town’ and when there is a ‘boom town’ people tend to
forget some of the other issues and problems be-
cause the money is circulating. Now we find ourselves
in a situation where we have to try to help turn the
country around. But we cannot do it alone, nor can we
do it without money.

Government by nature is not business and so
it is quite easy to say that Government should be run
like a business. The United Democratic Party believes
that in Government endeavours we should employ
government principles to derive efficiencies to make
the Civil Service as efficient as possible. But by defini-
tion Government cannot be a business. How can you
say that policing is business? How can you say that
our education system is going to be business? There
are certain services that Government must provide
and there is a cost attached to providing those ser-
vices.

As we move through the next few months,
Madam Speaker, it is going to be critical that along
with the Government policies we continue to build and
forge relationships with the private sector. Indeed it is
through their spending, that jobs are created. Jobs put
money in people’s pockets and put bread on people’s
tables. It is spending that will allow us as a small Is-
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land community to be able to get out of this economic
recession.

Let us not kid ourselves: a lot is dependent on
what happens to larger, more industrialised countries,
which provide us with the investors into this Island.
So, the very success of the United States to get out of
the recession is going to go a long way in helping us
here in the Cayman Islands.

When we look around at the current situation,
not only are economic difficulties being faced by the
country, but as | said earlier, there are numerous
other matters that the Government is currently work-
ing on. For instance, the review of Immigration laws
and the review of Immigration policies: we also have
to deal with Education and how we are going to forge
ahead in that regard. We also have to deal with the re-
development of the Islands most popular tourism at-
traction, the Turtle Farm. We also have the reinven-
tion of the Civil Service that is going on currently; we
have to deal with the issue of housing; we also have
to deal with the Civil Service review and the results of
that and all intertwined in this is the impending report
of the constitutional commissioners.

So, for a country that has traditionally been
very conservative, where we as a people have always
looked for the status quo to remain (because let us
face the reality, we do not face change very well) we
may not like our present position but as soon as
change is recommended the outcry starts. We find
ourselves in this peculiar quandary where the Island
has grown by leaps and bounds; our population has
gone through an ‘artificial insemination’ that is unlike
most other countries; we have grown dramatically by
the importation of labour; and we have the social is-
sues that go along with that. Now we find ourselves in
the situation where we must make the decisions and
we must move ahead as a people.

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Speaker: On behalf of Honourable Members, |
wish to express to the Fourth Elected Member for
West Bay a very Happy Birthday and also to the Hon-
ourable Deputy Leader who | understand celebrated
his birthday yesterday.

Honourable Members, we have now reached
the hour of interruption and | will call on the Leader of
Government Business to move the appropriate ad-
journment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, | move
the adjournment of this Honourable House until
Wednesday, 27 February, 2002 at 10 am.

The Speaker: Thank you. The question is that this
House do now adjourn until Wednesday, 27 February
2002 at 10 am.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.
The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

At 4.32 pm the House stood adjourned until
Wednesday, 27 February 2002, at 10 am.
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The Speaker: | invite the First Elected Member for
George Town to grace us with Prayers this morning.

PRAYERS

Mr. D. Kurt Tibbetts: Let us pray.

Almighty God, from whom all wisdom and
power are derived: We beseech Thee so to direct and
prosper the deliberations of the Legislative Assembly
now assembled, that all things may be ordered upon
the best and surest foundations for the glory of Thy
Name and for the safety, honour and welfare of the
people of these Islands.

Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth Il;
the Queen Mother; Philip, Duke of Edinburgh;
Charles, Prince of Wales; and all the Royal family.
Give grace to all who exercise authority in our Com-
monwealth, that peace and happiness, truth and jus-
tice, religion and piety may be established among us.
Especially we pray for the Governor of our Islands, the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Official Mem-
bers and Ministers of Executive Council and Members
of the Legislative Assembly, that we may be enabled
faithfully to perform the responsible duties of our high
office All this we ask for Thy great Name's sake.

Let us say the Lord’s Prayer together: Our Fa-
ther, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord
make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us
and give us peace, now and always. Amen.

Proceedings Resumed at 11.09 am

READING BY THE HONOURABLE
SPEAKER OF MESSAGES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Apologies

The Speaker: Please be seated. Proceedings are
resumed.

I have received apologies for late attendance
from the Second Elected Member for the District of
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman due to the illness of
his son.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
AND OF REPORTS

The Development and Planning (Amendment)
(Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for the Ministry of Planning, Communication, Works
and Information Technology.
Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Madam
Speaker.

| beg to lay on the Table of this Honourable
House, The Development and Planning (Amendment)
(Height of Buildings) Regulations 2002.

Thank you,

The Speaker: So ordered. Does the Honourable
Member wish to speak thereto?

Hon. Linford A. Pierson: Madam Speaker, | will re-
serve my few remarks until Government Motion 1/02
is being laid on the Table.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister.

QUESTIONS TO HONOURABLE
MINISTERS AND OFFICIAL MEMBERS

The Speaker: The Second Elected Member for the
district of George Town.

Question No. 18

No. 18: Mr. Alden M. McLaughlin asked the Honour-
able Third Official Member responsible for the Portfo-
lio of Finance and Economics, As at 31 December
2001, how many of each of the following categories of
licences were in existence —

Class “A” Banks and Trust Companies

Class “B” Banks and Trust Companies

Class “A” Insurance

Class “B” Insurance (unrestricted)

Class “B” Insurance (restricted); and
Since the increase in licensing fees provided for by
the 2002 Budget, how many licences in each of the
categories set out in (a) above have not been re-
newed?

The Speaker: Before calling on the Honourable Third
Official Member, | will call on the Leader of Govern-
ment Business to move the suspension of Standing
Order as we have passed the hour of 11 o’clock.
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Suspension of Standing Order 23(7) and (8)

Hon. W. McKeeva Bush: Madam Speaker, under
Standing Order 78, | move for the suspension of
Standing Order 23 (5) for questions to be taken after
11 am.

The Speaker: The question is that Standing Order
23(7) and (8) be suspended in order to allow question
time to go beyond the hour of 11.00 am.

All those in favour please say Aye. Those
against, No.

Ayes.

The Speaker: The Ayes have it.

Agreed: Standing Order 23(7) and (8) suspended.
The Speaker: The Honourable Third Official Member.
Hon. George A. McCarthy: Madam Speaker, the
number of banking, trust and insurance licences in
existence as at 31 December 2001 and 20 February

2002 are set out in a tabular form below and reads as
follows:-

Type and Class of Total Number of Total Number
Licence Licences at of Licences at
31 December 20 February
2001 2002
Bank and Trust
Class "A" 31 31
Class“B” unre-
stricted 386 372
Class “B” restricted 10 9
Total Bank and Trust 427 412
Trusts-unrestricted 55 57
Trusts- restricted 63 64
Total Trust 118 121
Insurance
Class “A” 30 30
Class “B” unre-
stricted 467 472
Class “B” restricted 76 72
Total Insurance 573 574

Madam Speaker, the number of Class “A”
Bank and Trust licences has not changed since 31
December 2001.

Records maintained by the Monetary Author-
ity indicate that 19 Class “B” Bank and Trust licences
were cancelled during the period from 1 January to 20
February 2002. These cancellations can be attributed
to the following reasons:

e Physical Presence Requirements (Private
Banks) - 4 cancellations

e Mergers within the global banking industry -
13 cancellations.

e Cancellation of inactive entities - 2 for a total
of 19 cancellations.

None of the cancellations were caused by in-
creases in license fees. Whilst there have been some
cancellations since 1 January 2002, new licences
have also been granted: four (4) new Class “B” Bank
and Trust licences were issued in the period 1 Janu-
ary to 20 February 2002.

In net terms, since the 31 December 2001
the number of Class “B” Bank and Trust licences has
declined by 15 - that is, the 19 cancellations men-
tioned previously less the grant of 4 new licences.

There were no cancellations of Trust licences
between 31 December 2001 and 20 February 2002.
The number of Trust licences has increased by three
(3), from 118 at 31 December 2001 to 121 at 20 Feb-
ruary 2002.

The number of Class “A” Insurance licences
has not changed since 31 December 2001.

In respect of Class “B” Insurance licences,
four (4) Restricted licences and five (5) Unrestricted
licences were cancelled; the cancellations can be at-
tributed to the following reasons:

e Revocation - 2 cancellations

¢ Voluntary Liquidations - 7 cancellations
Whilst five (5) Class “B” Unrestricted Insurance li-
cences were cancelled, 10 new ones were issued in
the period 1 January to 20 February 2002.
In net terms, the number of Class “B” Unrestricted
Insurance licences has increased by five (5) since 31
December 2001.

Madam Speaker, in conclusion | am pleased
to report that, to 20 February 2002, no licences have
actually been cancelled because of fee increases.

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. Are
there any supplementaries? If there are no supple-
mentaries, we will move on to the next question.

The Elected Member for East End.

Question No. 19

No. 19: Mr. V. Arden McLean asked the Minister re-
sponsible for Education what is the written pol-
icy/policies with respect to the award of the “Cayman
Scholar” programme.

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister responsible
for Education.

Hon. Roy Bodden: The award will be given once in
every calendar year to an applicant who is under 20
years of age and who has graduated from a local high
school and who is not currently attending university
overseas. The recipient will be known as the Cayman
Scholar. The decision of the Education Council is fi-
nal.

Recipients must fulfil the basic qualifications
and requirements to obtain a Government Scholar-
ship.
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In addition to academic qualifications as out-

lined, the following criteria will be taken into account: -

0 A superior record in high school, as shown by

both grades and scores on academic, aptitude and
achievements tests;

o0 Participation in extra-curricular or community
activities that shows evidence of a willingness to be
active, involved and committed:;

0 Leadership ability or potential that has been
demonstrated both within and outside the classroom;

0 The energy and dedication to complete tasks;
personal maturity that leads to self-discipline; and in-
dependence of intellect shown in the willingness to
explore new ideas;

0 The desire to accept, eagerly, new challenges
and the drive to succeed in meeting those challenges.

The candidate will defend his/her application
at the Education Council.

The award will cover all reasonable costs for
up to five years of study, up to a maximum of
CI$25,000 per annum.

The chosen institution must be approved by
the Education Council and must be ranked at least
"highly competitive" or equivalent.

Upon completion of study, the recipient is re-
quired to work in the Cayman Islands for at least five
years and the Government, or a local non-profit or-
ganisation, approved by the Council, has first option to
his/her services.

The award will be presented at a special cere-
mony in keeping with the prestigious nature of this
award.

The Speaker: Are there any supplementaries?
The Elected Member for East End.

Supplementaries

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Can the Minister tell us why were three awards issued
last year, and why were they not given in the previous
three years?

The Speaker: The Honourable Minister of Education.
Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker . . .

The Speaker: Before so doing, in reflection you obvi-
ously can respond to the first part. The second part, in
my view, is speculation, in that you have been Minis-
ter of a period lesser than the time required in the an-
swer.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, | can give an
answer that | think should satisfy the inquisitiveness of
the Member.

The Speaker: Certainly, please proceed.

Hon. Roy Bodden: Madam Speaker, it is my under-
standing that the Education Council undertook to re-

draft the guidelines governing the award of this pres-
tigious scholarship. During that time there was a hia-
tus of two years when the award was not given be-
cause the new guidelines were not ready. That being
the case, the Council took the decision so as not to
deprive deserving students to make up by awarding
the scholarships for 1999, 2000 and 2001, when the
guidelines were ready. And the announcement was
made so that those students who would have applied,
had the normal practice been in place, were not de-
prived of their abilities to apply.

The Speaker: The Member from the district of East
End.

Mr. V. Arden McLean: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| thank the Minister of that explanation. My next ques-
tion is: In the substantive answer the Minister says
that, “The award is given once in every calendar year
and the applicant must be under the age of 20 who
has graduated from a high school and who is not cur-
rently attending universi